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The Hinkel-Sullivan House is a fine example of the Italian Villa Style
made popular by the designs of A.J. Davis published in the Plan books of A.J.
Downing.

The principal portion of the house is square, two storles in helght with
full basement and attic, It is capped by a low hipped roof with bracketed
eaves and a central gable on the front facade. The existence of the original
roof structure and historic photographs has allowed the recent restoration of
. a cupola to its original position on a flat central platform, Fenestration

is round headed with the exception of that on the prOJectlng bays. Second

floor fenestration on the principal facade is grouped in pairs, first floor
fenestration dates from the period 1890-1910. On the west elevation are two
projecting bays serving the first floor. A vertical extension on the bay

towards the front in the Eastlake Sgyle is capped by a small gable on the roof.
An open porch recently restored with the aid of photographs extends across the
front of the structure. A limestone basement contains a sunken, vaulted,

parged brick meat cellar, reflecting the business interests of the original owner.

A one and one half story kitchen wing at the rear is covered by a gable
roof, whose cornice, which returns around the gable ends, is decorated with
dentils, Beneath the kitchen wing is a fifteen foot deep cylindrical parged
brick cistern with a domed ceiling. Access is through a trap door in the
kitchen floor.

Original exterior clapboard (Northern Minnesota White Pine) siding and trim
exist in excellent condition beneath a layer of cement asbestos siding installed
in 1939. For many years the exterior has been painted a monochrome white, at
present, the original colors, ochre with brown trim, are being restored.

Original interiors, with two exceptions, have been removed and replaced in
the period 1890-1910. Further modification to subdivide dwelling units was
made in the 1940s, however, general room arrangement has not been significantly
altered. Wall coverings and millwork in the stairhall directly beneath the
cupola and a marbelized slate mantlepiece on the second floor are the major
remnants of the original interior., Another interior modification was the removal
of a chimney stack and f1replaces on the west side of the house in the period
1890~-1910.

In 1970 James B. Sullivan purchased the house with the-remaining 3/4 acre
of grounds, In 1975 he and his wife Karen contracted for historic research,
and an architectural feasibility study, and after much planning historic
restoration was started in the spring of 1976. Much work has already been
accomplished: Reconstruction of the cupola which had been removed in the 1920s,
new "old" limestone foundations installed under bays and kitchen wing, removing
of addition to rear of house, reconstruction of front and rear porches, re-
construction of damaged chimmeys, total reroofing of structure, clearing and
sodding grounds east of house, and much more. ‘

During the next several years the Sullivan's hope to complete the exterior
restoration of their home, new landscaping of the grounds, and much interior
remodeling and restoration.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Hinkel-Sullivan House is a rare example of a wealthy man's country
estate, and is the only wood-frame cupola house extant in the City of St, Paul.

The popularity of the Italian Villa Style in the Minneapolis-St. Paul
metropolitan area came in the early period of the development of these
communities. The houses of many of the early leaders of these cities were
erected in this style, These early neighborhoods, with few exceptions, have
been engulfed by the developing urban centers, leaving few isolated examples
remaining.,

—~ With money earned from railroad contracting and his St. Paul ice business,
Jacob Hinkel, in 1871, purchased fifteen acres on the New Canada Road, about a
mile north of the city limit, By the spring of 1872 he began comstruction of
his country home choosing an appropriate Italian Villa style, which would cost
$8,000; a very substantial sum in those days. The Hinkels must have felt very
content in their new home on April 6, 1873 when the St. Paul Pioneer Press reported
"Jacob Hinkel has a monopoly on the ice business in St. Paul", Their happiness
was short lived though, interrupted by the sudden death of Mrs. Hinkel in March
of 1874. Mr. Hinkel remained in the house only long enough to see his daughter
married there in August 1875, he lost the house together with his many other
holdings through default in 1876. '

The house was leased or rented during the next decade, One tenant, a brass
"foundry owner, paid the extraordinary sum of $30 per month to live there, 1In
1883 the original fifteen acre tract was platted to form the Clarke & Wilgus
Addition, ‘

The two largest lots of the plat, one on which the house stood, and the next
lot west; together conmtaining about five acres, were purchased in 1885 by William
Dunlap. Probably the most prominent resident to ever live in the house,

Dunlap had arrived in Minnesota about 1870, settled in Carlton County and had
amassed quite a fortune in real estate, Many additions and plats in Carlton
County bear his name, along with "Dunlap Island" which he platted shortly before
coming to St. Paul, He is credited with the founding of Scanlon, Minnesota

in 1901, During his stay in St. Paul and residence on Brainerd Avenue Dunlap
continued in the real estate business until ill health forced him to retire.
After selling the house in 1898, Dunlap lived in Minneapolis and Carlton County,
until moving to California in 1906. Dunlap Street in St, Paul'was named in his
honor. ‘
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Descendants of following families: Jacob Hinkel family residing in Minnesota
and Wisconsin. William Dunlap family residing in Minnesota, California, Ohio,
Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Kansas, Virginia, Washington, Missouri, Henry
Grunhagen family residing in Minnesota and California. Julius O. Melin
family residing in Minnesota, Nebraska, Missouri, August E. Knodt family
residing in Minnesota and California.

Names and addresses of informants available upon written request,

Land Records Division, Ramsey County Courthouse, St, Paul, Minnesota.
Property Valuation Division, Ramsey County Courthouse, St. Paul, Minnesota.
Register of Deeds Office, Ramsey County Courthouse, St, Paul, Minnesota.
Public Works Dept,, Engineering Division, Ramsey County Courthouse, St. Paul, Minn.
Housing & Building Code Enforcement Division, Ramsey Coumky Courthouse.
Ramsey County Probate Court Office, Ramsey County Courthouse, St., Paul, Minn,
Ramsey County District Court Records, Civil Actions, Ramsey County Courthouse.
Ramsey County District Court Records, Naturalization Proceedings, St. Paul, Minn.
Minmnesota Health Dept., Birth & Death Records, St., Paul, Minmnesota.
Ramsey County Marriage Records, Ramsey County Courthouse, St. Paul, Minn,
Calvary Cemetery Records, St. Paul, Minnesota.
Oakland Cemetery Records, St. Paul, Minnesota.
Manuscripts Division, Minnesota Hlstorlcal Society, St. Paul Minnesota.
Hopkins Atlas of St, Paul, 1886, St. Paul Public Library.
Sanborn Insurance Maps of St. Paul, Minnesota Historical Society, St., Paul, Minn.
St. Paul Pioneer Press Newspaper, 1856 to 1976,
St. Paul Dispatch Newspaper, 1868 to 1976,
Miller-Dunwiddie Architects, Inc., Minneapolis, Minnesota.
St. Paul City Directories, 1856-57 through 1976, :
United States and Minnesota Census Schedules, 1850 to 1895, R
St., Paul City Council Proceedings, 1856 through 1920.
St. Paul Fire Dept. Records, 1884 to 1905.
Members of the Schmit family; who have resided at 545 Brainerd since 1874,
Carlton County Courthouse, Carlton, Minnesota - all legal & public records,
Carlton County Historical Society & Museum, Carlton, Minmesota.
Cloquet Public Library, Cloquet, Minnesota.
State of California Health Dept,, Vital Statistics Div., Sacremento, California,
Los Angeles County Probate Court, Los Angeles, California.
San Bernardino County Probate Court, San Bernardino, California.
New York Times Newspaper, 1900 to 1950, St. Paul Public Library.
Forest Cemetery Records, St. Paul, Minnesota.
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