s

INSTRUCTIONS

SE E

PHO025 949

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:
(Rev. 6-72) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Arkansas
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Clay

(Type all entries -

INVENTORY — NOMINATION FORM

complete applicable sections)

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

OCT 2 9 1974

C OMMON:
Chalk Bluff
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET AND NUMBER:

N of S 4 Fra»ncl S
two miles north. of.StW«Ffaaers on the St, Francis Rivery
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
=T, Fren(,'yg Vieclini4t, wirst
SR TES) ] CODE [COUNTY: coDE
fecoinan i e Clay 021
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
WNE STATUS
(Check One) VY \: TO THE PUBLIC
[C] District [) Building [] Public Public Acquisition: (X Occupied Yes:
X Site [ Structure (B Private ] In Process [T Disctipiad @ Restricted
[J Object [ Both (] Being Considered [C] Preservation work £/ Uniqatticied
in progress O No

PRESENT USE

(Check One or More as Appropriate)

K] Agricultural [] Government [J Park [C] Transportation [[] Comments
[] Commercial [ Industrial EQ Private Residence [C] Other (Specify)
[] Educational [] Military [C] Religious
[[] Entertainment [[J] Museum [] Scientific
PROPERTY - ' '

WNER'S NAME:

Cecil Dalton

STREET AND NUMBER:

Rural Route

CITY OR TOWN:

Piggott

STATE:

CODF

Arkansas

05

:31lvls

COURTHOUSE,

Clay County Courthouse.

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC

Eastern District

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE

CODE

tALNNOD

TING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SUR

MEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: [C] Federal

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

[] State \[;Q Cf)untynl er Lceb\

L;/ NECEMY /\

STREET AND NUMBER:

i

™\ NATIONAL

Y |

bl

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE: \\./ REG‘STER /‘\

669 LW

&

H3IEWNN ANLN3

/‘~\ A
\</> <O\~

\‘51\1} { \/\

3lva

ATINO 3SN SdN ¥04




CONDITION

(Cf;;ck One)
[] Excellent [] Good X] Fair [C] Deteriorated [ Ruins [C] Unexposed

(Check One) (Check One)
¢ Altered [ Unaltered [C] Moved [X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Crowley's Ridge is an unusual land formation running from
east central Arkansas into southeast Missouri. Just below
the Arkansas=Missouri Border the St. Francis River Crosses
Crowley's Ridge and causes a distinct break in the ridge
line. Where the ridge ends just south of the St. Francis
River is the area known as Chalk Bluff.

In 1857 Arkansas Geologist David Dale Owen wrote that

"the base of the [bluff] is a potter's clay of considerable
purity, and nearly as white as chalk; hence the name

Chalk Bluff." Owen measured the height of the bluffs

at 135 feet and observed that they were covered with a
growth of black and white oak.

At present the bluffs are seventy to eighty feet in height
and have serious erosion problems in spots. This may

be due to a lack of ground foliage, possibly caused by

the clay deposits of the bluff. Tree growth, mostly

of black oak, seems to be retarded and may also be a
result of the clay deposits. The ferry landing site and
road are still recognizable, along with some remains of
Civil War rifle entrenchments.

The Chalk Bluff road once crossed over Crowley's Ridge on
its way down to the St. PLancis4Rivera The ferry site lay
where the road met the river. Thls much traveled 19th
century road is now no more than awqulley. Both erosion
and scattered undergrowth have made the' loriginal roadway
barely visible today. Frequent|filooding of the St. FRrancis
often leaves the ferry site pnder wateg. i

The rifle entrenchments usgd-during ‘€halk Bluff's Civil
War skirmish are still in evidenee, though not readily
visible. Vegetation now covers several scattered mounds
of earth which once protected soldiers.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Chalk Bluff site is important both geologically and
historicallyi The Chalk Bluff overlooks the St. Francis
River and lies at Arkansas' northeast point of Crowley's
Ridge, an extensive ridge of land which extends from
Helena in Phillips County north into Missouri. It is
named for the white clay, nearly as white as chalk, which
lies at the base of the bluff. In 1857 David Dale Owen,
Arkansas' first State Geologist, began the first geologi-
cal survey of the sk&te at the Chalk Bluff.

During the 19th century Crowley's Ridge provided the best
north-south transportation route across the lowlands of
northeast Arkansas. An Indian trail and later a military
road crossed the St. Francis River at the Chalk Bluff.
About 1840 a ferry was established at the site.

NS T RUGCT ISHN.S

The first permanent white settlers at Chalk Bluff arrived
in 1840. The Seitz clan, Abraham, Jacob, David, and
George, used the nearby open range to raise cattle and
horses. Abraham Seitz put a ferry boat into operation
between the Arkansas and Missouri sides of the St. Francis
River, and opened a small store in his house for the
provisioning of travelers.

Sk &

A small hamlet soon grew up around the Seitz ferry and
store, taking the name of the nearby bluff. .In 1850

a post office was established at Chalk Bluff, and by
1860 the village had three churches, three merchants,
two doctors, a brick mason, a gunsmith, a blacksmith,
a cabinet maker, and a surveyor.
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Arkansas Historic Preservation Program Moy 285 1974
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended g | :
Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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8. Significance (Chalk Bluff - Page 2)

During the Civil war Chalk Bluff was a strategic point
between Confederate Arkansas and Union Missouri. The
Chalk Bluff overlooked the only major road between
southeast Missouri and northeast Arkansas, and whoever
controlled the Bluff controlled the road. Moreover,
its location on the St. Francis River made the Chalk
Bluff community the collection point for supplies to
be shipped downstream to Confederate troops further
south.

The first Civil war skirmish at Chalk Bluff came about

in May, 1862, when Union forces attackaed the area. Their
aim was to destroy Confederate supplies stored at Chalk
Bluff, and they were successful.

In the spring of 1863, the Chalk Bluff ares was again
the site of several minor military engagements. The
Union cavalry attacked twice in March, destroying the
ferry and burning several buildings. In early April,
the Rebel forces retaliated against a small Federal
force camped across the river from Chalk Bluff.

The engagement known as the "Battle of Chalk Bluff™"
occurred on May 1 and 2, 1863. 1In April Confederate
General John S. Marmaduke had invaded southern Missouri
with a force of 5,000 men. Their efforts to capture
Union supplies were fruitless, and they were forced to
retreat before superior forces. When they reached the
Missouri side of the St. Francis River Marmaduke's men
fought a successful delaying action while the bulk of
the army crossed the swollen river on a quickly con-
structed floating log bridge.

Despite the heavy property damage in 1863, Chalk Bluff
survived the Civil war and continued to prosper for
several years. However, in 1882 the St. Louis, Arkansas,
and Texas railroad crossed the St. Francis River two
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8. Significance (Chalk Bluff - Page 3)

miles south of Chalk Bluff. The town of St. Francis

was laid out at the new crossing, and as the new community
grew, the old community gradually died. About 1900 a high+
way bridge was built at St. Francis, causing the Chalk
Bluff ferry crossing to be completely abandoned. Like
many early Arkansas communities Chalk Bluff had been to-
tally dependent on traffic routes.

As an early river settlement and Civil war battle site
Chalk Bluff was an important part of 19th century Arkansas
history. Today the citizens and soldiers are long gone
from the site, and even the Chalk Bluff has changed great-
ly in appearance since the old settlement took its name
from the unusual color of the local geography.
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The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your
office for clarification of the information indicated below.

1. Name.

2. Location.

3. Classification,

4. Owner of Property.

S. Location of Legal Description.

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
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8. Statement of Significance.

9. Bibliography.
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11. Form Prepared By.

12. Certification.

Photographic Coverage.

Map Coverage.
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Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiation

of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not

necessarily insure that the nomination will then satisfy the Rational Register
criteria in full.

Thank you for your attention to the above items checkedﬂZMM)
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September 18, 1974

Mr. Charles Herrington

Office of Nomination and Review
National Park Service
Department of the Interior
Washington, D. C. 20240

Dear Mr. Herrington:

Thank you for your questieons concerning our nomination of
Chalk Bluff to the National Register of Historic Places.
Our responses to your questions have been incorporated
into the nomination, and are asffollows:

l. Has any archeology ever been done here?
No, not to our knowledge.

2. Describe thé road, ferry landing site, and

entrenchments.
Two paragraphs have been added to Section 7.

3. How much less than ten acres is this site?
9% acres

4. Correct ceoordinates?
These have been corrected.

5. Continuation sheets seem to be photocopies.
No, only original forms are submitted, check

paper size.
Please contact me if there are any further questions con-

cerning this nomination. We look forward to having Chalk
Bluff added to the National Register as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

@Aéﬁuw o pﬁﬂ/&

Dianna Kirk
Staff Historian
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

STATE __ ARKANSAS

Date Entered 0CT 29 B74

Name Location

Chalk Bluff St. Francis vicinity
Clay County

Also Notified

Hon. J.W. Fulbright State Historic PReservation Officer

Hon. John L. McClellan Mr. William E. Henderson, Director

Hon. Bill Alexander Arkansas Department of Parks and
Tourism

Regional Director, Southwest Region State Capitol-Room 149
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201
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