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Construction on the William H. Mann house began in August 1881, two weeks 
after he purchased a city block for his residential site. The house is 
basically vernacular Italianate in style and features a bracketed and dentiled 
cornice under the eaves. The stairhall protrudes from the front hall of the 
house producing, in effect, an entrance tower which becomes the focal point 
of the composition with its steeply pitched Mansard roof and iron cresting. 
Low pitched hipped roofs cover the remainder of the house, with iron cresting 
surmounting the truncated roof over the main body of the structure. The 
front porch was modified from the original which was similar to the small 
side porch at the southwest corner of the building. In the 1940's, the 
Zwonecek family had the house covered with aluminum siding, which the 
present owners are contemplating removing.

The interior of the house is in near original condition due to careful 
preservation by the Zwoneceks and tasteful repair and decorating by the 
present owners. The stairhall opens to the west into the front parlor which 
connects to the back parlor via a wide doorway. The dining room features 
built in cabinets and cupboards along the west wall, which once housed a 
passageway for a dumbwaiter carrying food from the original basement kitchen 
directly below the dining room. The present kitchen (ca. 1900) is located 
just north of the dining room. The large porch on the east side of the 
house is directly off the dining room. The stairway rises along the east 
wall of the stairhall and ends in a north-south hallway off of which are 
several bed chambers. The house was pictured in A. T. Andreas 1 History of 
Nebraska, 1882, pp. 1353.

There are two outbuildings on the property, a barn and chicken house. 
The barn, (located directly north of the house) is not original, however 
it was probably erected ca. 1900. It is large enough to have housed several 
horses and perhaps two buggies or wagons. The second floor was used for 
hay storage. The lean-to projection on the south was added ca. 1920 T s by 
the Zwonecek family to make room for their automobile in the building. 
The chicken house is situated just east of the barn and appears to be of 
turn of the century vintage. Both of these outbuildings are used for 
storage.
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William H. Mann was born in New York in 1833. He learned the milling 
trade as a youth and pursued this career as he worked his way west. In 
1869, Mann settled in Johnson County, Nebraska and laid out the town of 
Sterling where in 1870, he built a grist mill. Mann moved farther west 
in 1874 to the two year old town of Wilber and obtained the water rights 
on the Big Blue River. That same year, he and town-founder C. D. Wilber 
built the Wilber Mills for $19,000. This mill prospered for twenty years 
supplying the surrounding area with flour, rye, farina etc. and then was 
sold in 1894 to John Zwonecek and Joseph Aksamit, who later also became 
proprietors of the DeWitt Mills (see pending NRHP). William Mann also sold 
this house to the Zwonecek family in 1894 who continued to occupy it until 
1968.

The milling enterprise founded by Mann was the chief industry in 
Wilber for several decades (it is no longer extant) and enjoyed a wide 
circle of trade under his leadership. Mann was also a civic-minded 
individual and did much to enhance the commercial and social climate of 
the community.

The William H. Mann house is the only extant home of imposing grandeur 
in Wilber dating to the early 1880's. Built with both Italianate and Second 
Impire features, the plan is thoroughly Victorian in character with an 
asymetrical arrangement of rooms. These rooms are juxtaposed in a complex 
manner which creates the many varied protrusions in the exterior form of 
the house. The overall form of the house is reflected in the complexity 
of the plan outline. Bay windows and elaboration of the exterior walls do 
much to enhance its Victorian character. Roof lines, while not simple, do 
not achieve the complexity of form which the later Victorian styles repre­ 
sent. The William Mann house is a good example of early Nebraska vernacular 
Victorian architecture.
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