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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located at 2201-2217 Glenarm Place in Denver, the Clements Rowhouse is a single de­ 
tached structure that reflects the characteristic architectural styles of late Victorian 
America. The structure is basically rectangular in shape with two stories set over a 
full basement. The primary building material is brick laid in courses of stretcher 
bond. The main or southeast facade is punctuated by three, large central bays and 
two secondary projections that provide a feeling of variety and movement to the Row- 
house. The roof is flat, although it has five small chimneys set back some distance 
from the southeast wall.

The secondary features give the structure its appearance as a late nineteenth century 
rowhouse. The building is divided into five apartments with entry to each occurring 
above the street level. A flight of cement stairs with iron railings leads up to each 
unit where entry occurs through an eight-paneled red door. Each entrance flanks the 
projecting central bays. The fenestration is tall and narrow in keeping with the late 
nineteenth century style. The windows are all two-sashed and double-hung, with single 
units in the central bays and over the doors, and pairs in the secondary projections 
in the main facade. Except for those on the basement level, the windows all have a 
carved label above, whose pattern is reflected in a wider treatment over the doors. 
All the windows have a stone lugsill. At the roofline the structure has a delicate 
cornice and frieze with simple carvings and brackets.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Clements Rowhouse is primarily significant for its architectural features, for this 
structure is one of the best of the few remaining rowhouses in Denver. The building has 
also played a role in the settlement and growth of the city.

With the arrival of the railroad in 1870, Denver at last became linked by rail with the 
East and its future as a major western city finally looked secure. A tremendous boom 
in building and population followed over the next twenty years. To participate in this 
economic growth, Alfred Clements platted an area just east of downtown as the location 
of a new residential neighborhood. It was within this area that the Rowhouse was built 
in 1883. This building was one of the first of these structures, but by the end of the 
century there were many lining the streets in both Clements Addition to the city and in 
other subdivisions. At this time Clements Addition was a solid middle class neighbor­ 
hood populated by small businessmen, city administrators, and managerial personnel of 
the corporations operating in Denver. Over the years, however, the neighborhood 
gradually deteriorated, and in the 1960s and 1970s the Denver Urban Renewal Authority 
leveled much of Clements Addition and most of the rowhouses here and elsewhere. This 
structure is the last rowhouse remaining in this addition.

From an architectural perspective the Clements Rowhouse displays the salient character­ 
istics of these structures as they appeared in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries. The entry above the street level, the narrow staircases, window treatment, 
and cornicework all reflect the architecture of late nineteenth century Denver and of 
Victorian America. As the only remaining rowhouse in Clements Addition, and one of 
few in the city, this structure stands as a reminder of a characteristic type of urban 
living in the late Victorian era.
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That part of Lots 17, 18, 19 and 20, Block 180, Clement's Addition to the City of 
Denver, described as follows: Commencing at the most southerly corner of Lot 17, 
in the intersection of Glenarm and 22nd Streets; thence along the line of 22nd 
Street northerly 67-'10" to a point; thence at right angles to the last line north­ 
easterly 87'; thence at right angles to the last line northwesterly 57'2" to the 
alley; thence northeasterly along the alley, 13' to a line between Lots 20 and 21, 
in said block; thence at right angles to the last line southeasterly along the 
line of Lots 20 and 21, 125' to Glenarm Street; thence along the line of Glenarm 
Street 100' to the place of beginning.

and

A portion of Lots 17, 18, 19 and 20, Block 180, Clement's Addition to the City of 
Denver according to the recorded plat thereof, described as follows: Beginning 
at a point on the southwesterly line of Lot 17, 37.77' southeasterly from the 
west corner of Lot 17; thence southeasterly 19.40' along the southwesterly line of 
Lot 17; thence northeasterly parallel to the northwesterly lines of Lots 17, 18, 
19 and 20, 75.03' more or less, to a point of 12' northeasterly from the south­ 
westerly line of Lot 20; thence northwesterly 19.40' parallel to the southwesterly 
line of Lot 20; thence southwesterly 75.03' more or less to a point of 12' north­ 
easterly from the southwesterly line of Lot 20; thence northwesterly 19.40' parallel 
to the southwesterly line of Lot 20; thence southwesterly 75.03' more or less to 
the point of the beginning.

and

the westerly 37.77' of Lots 17, 18 and 19 and the westerly 37.77' of the southerly 
12' of Lot 20, Block 180, Clement's Addition to the City of Denver, Colorado.


