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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Thomas Hall was constructed in 19Q^-06 by Edwarus and 
Walters, a South Carolina architectural firm, in Keeping with 
the "Tudor-jSothic" style of architecture which had been selected 
for all campus buildings by the Florida Board of Control. 
Thomas Hall is similar in appearance to many of the older 
buildings on the University of Florida campus.

The plan of Thomas Hall consists of a long central section 
oriented north-south with wings at each end which run east- 
west. The central section contains six separate units which 
are not interconnected; that is, each unit has its own entrance 
and interior stair, but is directly connected to the contiguous 
whole. The building consists of three stories and a garret. 
Wall construction is of brick and the corners of the building 
are faced with granite quoins above the belt course. Around 
the top of the structure is a low crenellated wall which is 
set off by a thin cornice which defines the base of the roof.

On each of the six units of the central section, there is 
a bay which goes from the ground to the top of the second story. 
These bays are topped with balconies which have decorative stone 
insets in bas relief. The roof of the central section is hipped 
and shingled and no chimneys are visible. The end wings have 
pitched roofs with dormer windows in the garret area of the gable 
ends. All windows are double-hung sash and fenestration is 
regular, with the windows hung either singly, doubly or triply, 
but always in common surrounds. Some of the windows are topped 
with brick labels in high relief, and others have simple wood 
surrounds or granite sills and surrounds. The main entrance to 
the building is an elaborate arched opening of granite leading 
into a corridor with quadripartite vaulting. Most "Gothic" of 
all about the building is this entrance which is an equilateral 
arch complete with moulded chamfer and billets. Bas relief 
decoration adorns the wall surface above the entrance and atop 
that is a bay carried on large stone scroll brackets.

Thomas Hall is presently connected to Sledd Hall by an 
archway attached to the east end of the south wing of the former 
Both structures are in good condition and are constantly in use 
by the University.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

On June 5, 1905, Governor Napoleon B. Broward of Florida 
signed into law a bill which provided for the consolidation of 
several of the state's existing institutions of higher learning 
into a single university for men and a college for women. Thi 
law, called the Buckman Act in honor of its sponsor, did not 
stipulate the location of the newly created, all-male Univer 
sity of the State of Florida. Two communities in middle 
Florida, Lake City and Gainesville, quickly emerged as the 
leading prospects in the ensuing competition for selection of 
a site. A brief but brisk campaign was conducted on behalf of 
each town by influential citizens. On July 6, 1905, the state 
Boards of Education and Control meeting in joint session 
selected Gainesville as the site of the new school.

The chairman of the committee which led the campaign to 
secure the University of Florida for Gainesville was William 
Reuben/gPhomas, Mayor of the city from April, 1901, to April, 
1907. A native of Gainesville where he had been born in 1866, 
Mayor Thomas was in 1905 a successful and respected business 
man. To acknowledge and honor his efforts in the locating of 
the University of Florida, one of the first buildings on the 
new campus was named Thomas Hall.

In the late summer of 1905, a South Carolina architectur 
al firm, Edwards and Walters, was appointed to prepare a campu 
plan. Before the end of the year, construction had begun on 
the two dormitories which had been given priority in the 
building program. jThe larger of the two buildings was to be 
Thomas Hall. By mid-August, 1906, the lower floors of both 
Thomas Hall and its companion, Buckman Hall (named in honor 
of the author of the university consolidation bill), were 
ready. On September 27, the official dedication day for the 
new university, the two buildings were open for inspection. 
In addition to dormitory units in the central section, Thomas 
Hall also contained the original office of the President, some 
classrooms, and a temporary dining hall. When separate 
buildings were provided for the other functions, Thomas Hall 
was given over entirely to dormitory service. Many prominent 
Floridians who received their college education at the Univer 
sity of Florida in Gainesville were residents in Thomas Hall 
during their campuscareers.
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