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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Park house is a two story structure of brick laid in flemish
bond. The original entrance facade was the east front, which is of
five bays, the center of which on the first floor was originally a
doorway. This entrance led into a stairhall flanked on either side
by a room containing handsome woodwork consisting of paneled dado,
pilastered window surrounds and mantlepiece. The hallway partitions
and stairway have been removed leaving this area as one large space,
but the other woodwork (except for the mantle in the southeast room)
is intact. There is a two story wing to the rear (southwest) into
which the entrance now leads. To the south the Academy of Medicine
has added a large wing the design of which is in sympathy with the
older building.

The original wood cornice of the' main structure is intact and has
been reproduced on the addition. This cornice has an unusual
profile giving the effect of brackets. The windows are double hung
sash of twenty-four lights on both floors and the openings have
flat arches of brick. The entrance porch in the northwest angle is
a recent addition replacing a larger late 19th century one. The
house is raised on a high basement in which there was originally

a kitchen. The exterior brick-work has been painted.
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STATEMENT OF SiGRIFICANCE

The Park house is one of the very few buildings of architectural
distinction remaining from the earliest period of Knoxville's
history. Although altered, the interior retains its fine Federal
woodwork to a large degree. This simple but handsome woodwork
(probably from the hand of Thomas Hope, early Knoxville joiner,
cabinetmaker and "architect™) gives the interior a distinction
greater than that of any other surviving building of its date in
the area.

The lot on which the house stands was owned for a time by John
Sevier, Tennessee's first Governor. Tradition has it that this
house was intended by Sevier to be his Knoxville residence, and
that the foundations and basement walls were built by him. Not
having funds sufficient to complete his mansion, it was sold in
1812 to James Park who with his brother William had recently come
from Ireland. The new owner completed the house, using Sevier's
plans and specifications.




Brandau, Roberta S.

(Ed.) History of Homes and Gardens in Tennessee

(Nashville, 1936).

Knoxville News-Sentinel,

December 26, 1955,

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

LATITUDE AND LONGITUD ORD ATéS
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE ! LaTituod [ = .~ LONGITODE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW [} » ” o ’ ” 83 o 55 ’ 07- 350 57 e 37 ”
NE o ’ " ] ’ »
sE U o ’ n v 0, ’ » . 0 e
SW ° ' » o ’ .
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: . CODE | COUNTY . CODE
- ;.
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

AND TITLE:

W. R. McNabb

ORGANIZATION

DATE

3/15/72

STREET AND NUMBER:

3636 Taliluna Avenue, Apt. 408

CITY OR TOWN:

STATE
Tennessee

CODE

7

Kpvaille

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
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