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1. Name

historic fyeleth Recreation Building

and/or common  Avryow Shirt Factory

2. Location

street & number O ?{”: u. = 53 —not for publication
city, town Eveleth —_vicinity of congressional district 8th District
state Minnesota code 22 county St. Louis code 137
- - - ‘

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status . Present Use
__district _X_ public _X_ occupied ____ agriculture —  museum
—x_building(s) ____ private —__unoccupied —x_ commercial — park
—— structure — both ___work in progress —___educational - private residence
—___site Public Acquisition Accessible ____entertainment — religious
— object ___in process ____vyes: restricted —___government — scientific

" _ being considered _X yes: unrestricted — industrial —_ transportation

——no — military — other:

4. Owner of Property

hame City of Eveleth

street & number pyejeth City Hall

city, town Eyeleth — vicinity of state \Minnesota

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. ~ 5t., Louis County Court House

street & number

city, town Duluth o RO state Minnesota

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title has this property been determined elegible? ____yes _X no

date ' — federal ____state ____county ____local

depository for survey records

city, town state




7. Descrigtion

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent — deteriorated ____ unaltered -X_ original site
__X good —___ruins _x_altered —___moved date
— fair —_ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical 2opearance

The Eveleth Recreation” bulldlng now-the"Arrow Shirt Faetéory is an’ ‘imposing brick
structure the” front facade of whiech extends” the length of a cIty bleck:, ~This facade

is symmetrical in design having a.six bay: central portion” flanked by progectlng pavilions.
The bays and corners of -the pavilions are defined by pilaster strips with stone capitals.
The pavilions serve as locations for the entrances to the building. Each entrance is
approximately two stories in height and crowned by a semicircular arch. The foundation
of the building is stone. A trussed hip roof is concealed from view by a low parapet

Whlch extends the perlmeter of the bulldlng.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ___ landscape architecture____ religion

' 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —___conservation — law —__science

- 1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics —_literature — sculpture

____1600-1699 ____architecture ___education ____ military _X social/

—1700-1799 ___ art —engineering _____music humanitarian

___1800-1899 __ commerce ____exploration/settiement ____ philosophy ___ theater

X 1900~ ____communications. .. _X_ industry - ____politics/government ____ transportation
. RS —_ invention ) ___ other (specify)

Specific dates ... o Y ~'_' : Bullder/Archltect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The recreatlon bullélng was built. in 1918 during ‘the Progre331ve Era.” The shirt
faetory was 1nst1tuted in the 19305.‘ The751gn1f1cance of the tran51t10n is that the
balaneing of the male and female parts of the populatlon led to - underemployment among
Women 11v1ng on the Iron Range.  The" sexual imbalance: was a common . characteristic in
all iron mining regions, and individual. communltles., In order to bolster the tradl-
tionally weak nommining sector of the Iron Range economy ‘and to prov1de employment for
women seeking work,. the: city’ of Eveleth (llke @ther Range cities ineluding Vlrglnla)
made-the recreatlonal fa01llty avallable to a shlrt manufacturlng firm. The recreation
‘center was built during a period of progress1Ve agltatlon for better: publlc facilities
for the Worklngclass populatlon to’ 1mprove their opportunltles for physical’ ‘development.
The construction of the facility came: at a time when local- governmént still had an im-
portant source of revenue in the taxation of local mining operations. The building is

gtill in use as a shirt factory and still fills the need for which it was converted.

Notably, the building was the scene of numerous games of the National Hockey League
when Eveleth was a member of that league. Ice for the hockey rink was laid on paper
over sawdust. The building was refrigerated by the simple process of opening exterior
windows, Curling, another major winter sport on the Iron Range, was played on the
first, ice-covered floor. The building is significant, therefore, both as an important
expression of public support for recreational facilities and as a reflection of
significant developments in the economy of the Iron Range.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Joseph Stipanovich, Report of the Iron Range Historical-Cultural Survey (1979).

10. Geographlcal Data
Acreage of nominated property less thanl 7
Quadrangle name Eve].eth Minn, ‘[St Louis COom NOT mlmrang|e scale 7.5

UMT References AGREABENQ'IVPPFE U L]

Alus) [s13,405,6,0 |512]5,6]6,8,0]
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

cla || IL_LI L] ool ] L il
E|g||i||| | Lol Lol L] | [
G| l_llll_Ll 1J|4| | S R N I T

Verbal boundary descrlptlon and justification

The Eveleth Recreation .Building is located on part of SE;:, of NE% Sec. 31 T58 RlT,
lands of the Cl'ty of Eveleth : :

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or couiity boundaries

state . . code county . - code

state o code county B ~ code

11. Form Prepared By

nametitle Charles Skri m", Director, State Historic Preservation Office

organization \j;nesots Historical Society  date Se'otember 10, 1979
street & number 2),0 Symmit Avenué telephone 612_296_9070
city oftown St. Paul state Minnesota

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____ national _X__ state — local

ional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
- Al Register and certify that i been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set fotth b $heé He age Conservation an Cr! h Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature f /b:—;%w /

Russell W. Fridley i N -
State Hlstorlc Preservatlon Offlcer date é SO SO

As the designated State Hlstonc Preservatlon 0ﬁ|cer for the Na

title

GPO 938 835
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Legal Description

Part of the SE% of the NE% beginning at the intersection of the Northerly
line of Garfield Street and the Westerly line of Adams Avenue, running
thence Northerly 256 feet; thence Westerly 125 feet; thence Southerly
256 feet; thence Easterly 125 feet to the point of beginning. Section
31, Township 58 Range 17; Lands in the City of Eveleth.



