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1. Name

historic Old Mill Site Historic Hi strict
andlor common  Shattuck Gun Shop, Porter-McLeod Machine Shop, Prospect Street Bridge  nri'Atmill
2. Location

dreat & number 48 and 50 Prospect Street not for publication
city, toon Hatfield vicinity of congressond district First
dae Massachusetts code 025 county Hampshire code 015
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X district X public occupied agriculture museum
building(s) X private X unoccupied _X commercial park
structure both work In progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object fAJA In process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered X yes: unrestricted Industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property
name  Mill River Development Co.
dreet & number 50 Prospect Street

aty,tovn  Hatfield vicinity of date M assachusetts

5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse, regidiry of deeds ec. Hampshire C.nunty P.g4s™or of Deeds
street & numtier 55 King Street

cty,town  Northampton sate M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

National Architecture and aEnrpm\gineering Record, Hatfield Historical Society |nyentorv

tte fin progress;) Form R, #14 prrt) hes this fropertyteen JaterminecrdeglBle? J Ws  -j"tio

F, #7/5 Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwedth
tae January 6, 1979. February 2, 1979 -X_fedad _X_dae county _X_locd
depodtory for survey records  Hatfield Historical Society. Mfis<MchMWrit. mcee»h-;. . A r’\romic-iOn

city, town Hatfield tate MBssachusetts



7. Description The CM MHI site, 8 & 5 Prospect St., Hatfield

Condition Check one Check one
excel lent bl dgST-tieteriorated unal tered origina site
ood ruins atered noved date
X far bridge unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance
The Hatfield m |l site, which conprises three mi |l buildings on both sides of the Ml
River dam and a Warren pony truss bridge just over the falls, is an intact site which
accurately depicts 19th century rural industrial [life.

The Shattuck Gn Shop i s a wood frame, post and beammil| buildingwith slate roof and
clapboard siding which was constructed on the north side of the Mill River in 1881.  The
three-story buildingis 17 bays long by 6 bays wi de and neasures approximtely 50 feet

by 100 feet. It is situated perpendicular to the course of the river. The fenestration
consists of single, double-hung windows with 66 sash located in each bay on all three
floors. The foundation is conprised of mxed granite and sandstone, with part of the
building resting on existingbedrock. Part of the foundation is subnerged in the river
to accommodat e a penstock and turbine located inthe lower level. The roof is supported
by wooden trusses with the top truss carrying a series of tierods that support the floors
and allow for clear spans throughout the building. The center of the pitched roof is
surmounted by a square cupola capped with a pagoda-shaped roof. A tall chimey protrudes
fromthe roof on the east side of the building. The entire structure is in excellent
condi tion.

The Porter-MLeod Machine Shop i s one-story, post and beamindustrial mill buildinglo-

cated on the south side of the Mill River. The exteriorwalls, which are painted Iight
green, are masonry, with sone wood siding. The building neasures approximtely 45 feet

by 275 feet and rests on a concrete slab foundation. V@od trusses stand eight feet in
center, with each bay containing a |arge, double-hung windowwi th 12/12 sash. The north- f
west el evation exhibits a continuous wall of w ndows interruptedonly by a [arge, double
wooden door between the pitched roof section and the flat roofed section.

A in the Shattuck Shop, the attic floor is supported by a series of tierods which allow
for clear spans throughout nost of the building. The pitched roof is of slate and the
flat roof is of asphalt. The pitched roof surface is punctuated by 6 rectangular skylights
which are nearly flush with the roof surface. The Porter-MLeod Machi ne Shop wes con-
structed in 1886 and was added to early in the 20th century. The additions were built

in post and beamconstruction using the sane materials as the original building. These
additions are flat roofed extensions side and rear of the original building. The entire
conplex i s in excellent condition, .- T

A smal |, two-story, post and beamgabl ed roof buildingis located next to the Porter-M-
Leod Shop on the south side of the river. The building measures approximately 25 feet by
40 feet and rests on a red sandstone foundation which encloses an instream turbine
installed circa 1915, The exterior walls are sheathed with clapboards painted [ight green.
The fenestration consists of small doubl e-hung windows with 22 and 1/1 sash. A garage
door, on the south side, provides access to this building.

The Prospect Street Bridge, which spans the river 100 feet upstreamfromthe mill buildings
and dam s arivetted Warren pony truss bridge resting on a masonry foundation which was
constructed in 1891. The decking and sone structural nenbers need to be replaced and the
center pier needs to be pointed up. The bridge has been closed to al | traffic but recent
engineering reports indicate that the bridge is suitable for pedestrian use. The bridge
has been inventoried by the National Architecture and Engineering Record and has been
described as one of the earliest pony truss bridges identified by that agency.



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below _ o
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, rel_lglon
1400-1499 X archeology-historic conservation law sclence
1500-1599 X agriculture economics literature scu_lpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art X- engineering . music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy - theater

X-1900- communications X- Industry . politics/government - transportation

- invention . other (specify)

Specific dates 1881, 1891 Builder/Architect - Whknown

Statenment of S gnificance (in one paragraph)

The O dMIl site inHatfield possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials
and wor kmanship, and i s associated with events that have nade a significant contributionto
the broadpattems of our industrial history and enbodies the distinctive characteristics

of atype of mll construction. The A dM Il site inHatfield thereforeneets criteria

A 8 Cof the National Register of Historic Places.

The O dM Il site inHatfield was first used for industrial purposes in the seventeenth
century. Asettler named Thomas Meekins was voted all rights toawaterfall and 20 acres
of swanpland in 1661 inreturn for his services as amller tothetow of Hadl ey

which included Hatfield until itsestablishment as a separate town i n 1670.

The natural water power of the site induced Meekins tobuild agristmll and, i n 1669,
an adjacent sawm |l on the north side of the waterfall.

In the md-1800's, Harvey More bought the A dMill site andbuilt twonewmlls. A
gristmll was built on the south side of the falls and a sawm || was erected acrosst he
river. After 1865 the mill site became a center for local industrial enployment. The
mlls were purchased from More by Henry Porter and the Fitch brothers and becane t he
Crescent Pistol Conpany. Subsequent tothis, the shop was renaned the Prescott Pistol
Shop and finally it becane t he Shattuck GQun Shop after Major Charles Spencer Shattuck.
He operated the shop for 35 years. The existing shop was built 1 n1881t oreplace
Shattuck's mill which was destroyed by fire.

The existing nmachine shop on t hesouth site of the river was built by Henry Porter in
1886. 1 n1891the Prospect Street Bridge was built t oconnect the two sides of the river
and al | ow easy access and transport of materials and people at this manufacturing center

of Hatfield. The site enployed a |arge nunber of Hatfield nen at a time when nany ot her
agricultural conmunities were |anguishing because of the |ack of an active comercial/
industrial base.

In theearly 20th century, as t hecharacter of manufacturing facilities changed, water
turbines were installed on both sides of the river. 1n1917, the Rodney Hunt Conpany inr.
stalled a 35 horsepower turbine inthe Shattuck Shop. Around this sane time, another
instreamturbine was installed inthe small m |l building beside the damon the Porter
side of the river. Both turbines andall civil work related t ot hedevel opment of water
power arestill inplace today. The turbine on the Shattuck side was operating and i n
use as recently as 1965.

Throughout t he early part of this century, water power was used t onanufacture a full
line of engine |athes and grinding nachines i n the Porter-MLeod building. The gun shop

during this time, gave way t oa manufacturing facility for autonotive spark plugs. I n 1932
the Shattuck shop was purchased by Daniel Riley who once again converted the use of the
building toacommll. The gristml|| was operated by Riley from 1932 until 1965, at which

time the building was sold and used as a shop t orestore ol d buggies and sell antiques.
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9. Major Bibliographical References DTV"lI

Wells, Daniel White and Reuben Field Wells, A History of Hatfield, Nassachusetts
F.CH G bbons, Springfield, Mss., 1910
John P McLeod | nterview January 1980, Hatfield, Mass.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 2.19 acres
Quadrangle name Mt. Holyoke Quadrangle scale 1? 25,000

UMT References
jL_g |6]9]|7]|8]|7 |0 46 93156, 0
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Verbal boundary description and justification (See attached)
Please sce continuation sheet and attached site map.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N1TA code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Candace Jenkins, Registration Director with Mill RiAMr DeArenpnifint nrniip

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission dae March, 1981
dreet & number 294 Washington Street telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state M assachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is:

national state /\ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for Inclusion In the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth?iy the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature i/"LNiCUMc MINH,-yNSEAIM

Executive Director
title Massachusetts Historical Commission date

For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date

Keeper pf.the National Register

. Attest date  A\J\AX
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 635
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@nti nuat i on sheet | t em nuniper 10 Page

Verbal Boundary

The northem boundary of the district isthe back property line'*ttl. “he western boundary
is the west side of Prospect Street, continuing ina southerly direction so as toinclude
the Prospect Street Bridge. The sane side of Prospect Street becones t he southern bound-
ary of the district as thestreet curves eastward. The eastern boundary of the district

is theeastern property line of #2, crossing the Mill River and neeting theeastern pro-

perty line of #1.

-1llc e il



The Old Mm 8ite Historic District
Hatfield, MA

19/5

""i."Shattuck Gn Shop
2. Porter-MLeod Machi ne Shop
3. Gistmll and Pover Huse
4. Prospect Street Bridge






















































TOWN OF HATFIELD
MASSACHUSETTS

HATFIELD HISTORICAL COMMISSION y_ JVEO

Hatfield, Massachusetts

March 26, 198

Massachusetts Historical Conaission
2K Véshington St.
Bost on, Mass. 02108

Patricia Wesl owski, Executive Director:

Dear M. Wesl|owski,

The Hatfield Historical Comission approves the nomnation of the Ad
MIl Site, Prospect St., Hatfield, Masn., to the National Register of
Historic Places. This building has a long and varied history of

business uses in this comnunity, as shown on the application.

The Vall ey Advocate Publishers, owners of this property, have filed their
om application, which includes survey information fromHatfield s hist-
oric assets survey. Survey has been conpleted on this jroperty and will
be filed with MC in the future.

The owners have renovated and restored this property with faithful
regard to manintenaSe of historical integrity.

W are very pleased with their efforts and support this nom nation.

Very truly yours,

(Ms.) Rita Prew, Chairman
Hatfield Historical GComm ssion

"Save the Third Meeti nghouse'



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiiimi Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTOR|CAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State /
April 22, 1982

Ms Carol Shull, Acting Kegper
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Depatment of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms  Shull:
Encl osed youwill find the following nomnation forns:

Boston - Adans Nervine Asylum (state)

Boyal ston - Keyes - Dakin House (local)

Gafton - Wllard House and 0 ock Miseum (state)
Hatfield - Tlie dd Mill Site Historical District (local)
Hol den - Rogers House (I ocal)

Needham - ToMan - Gay House (local)

Nei vion - Slade - Hovey House (local) D\ner ohiects
Sturbridge - Oiver Wght House (state)

Ut on - Know'lton Hat Factory (local)

Wston - |saac Hobbs House (I ocal)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic PreservationOfficer. Qaners were notified
of pending State ReviewBoard consideration30-75 days before the neeting
and were affordedthe opportunityto cooment. Qomments received to date
are attached to the nomnation forns.

Sincerely,

Candeoe Jhkijl
RegistratibjrHDirector
Massachusetts Historical Caimission

CYamf



