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The building was erected in 1873-74 as a rectangular brick flouring 
mill situated about 250 feet north of the Elkhorn River. Whether the 
present mansard roof with its numerous dormers is original to the 
structure is uncertain, although there is some evidence that the 
original roof was a/gable roof without dormers and was replaced in the 
1880's or 1890's by the present high mansard roof to increase the 
interior space. The mill's/power was originally supplied by a sixty- 
four inch Leffel turbine wheel and was transmitted to the mill machinery 
by a Roebling wire cable, j The mill originally had two run of stone, 
supplemented prior to 1883 by two additional run of stone and one set 
of rollers. The stone buhrs ceased to be used many years ago, and the 
mill now has some nine sets of rollers, all said to be operable. At 
least one of the early buhrs is now stored inside the mill.

Most of the mill's present machinery appears to date to the 1880's 
and 1890's. During those decades the present frame storage wings, 
which extend westward from the original brick structure, were probably 
erected. Since the 1880's the mill has been served by the Chicago and 

 ,, Northwestern Railroad, situated just north of the mill buildings.

The mill experienced considerable expansion and remodeling soon 
W. after 1898, when the enterprise was purchased by S. F. Oilman, who

owned additional mills at Pierce and Valentine, Nebraska. The present 
\.brick annex to the east of the original structure was purportedly built

to house an electrfc"plant installed by Gilman in 1900-01. This plant 
^ provided the city of Neligh with its first electricity and continued to 

, serve as Neligh's electric plant until about 1925. The plant's 
?r operation necessitated the installation of two gasoline or diesel 
r engines, and in 1901 the mill ceased to depend on water power valone. 
   Soon after the turn of the century, Gil man also installed new water- 

wheels and replaced the former brush dams with a dam constructed of 
concrete and steel. Destroyed during severe flooding in 1920, this 
concrete dam was not rebuilt, and after 1920 waterpower ceased to be 

>- ! 'used in the mill's operation. However, the remains of this dam are 
still visible, and the waterwheels evidently installed for Gilman 
remain on their original location along the river.

Legislative Bill 1380, recently enacted by the 1969 Nebraska 
legislature, authorizes the Nebraska State Historical Society to 
acquire and develop the NeTigh Mill property as an historic site. 
Development funds have not yet been appropriated by the legislature, 
and work on the project can begin only when and if_ these funds become 
available. Current plans envision the establishment of a state 
agricultural museum in the mill's present storage wings.
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Spearheading the settlement of Nebraska in the late nineteenth 
century was the establishment of hundreds of flouring mills throughout 
the state. These mills played an important role in Nebraska's 
agricultural and commerical development. The case of the Neligh Mill 
is typical its construction encouraged farmers to settle nearby and 
merchants to move to the new town of Neligh, platted during the same 
year in which the mill's construction began (1873). What is atypical 
is the continued survival of the Neligh Mill. Among Nebraska's few 
extant nineteenth century flouring mills, the Neligh Mill is viewed 
as most worthy of preservation. Few alterations have been made since 
the first years of the twentieth century, and the mill is one of the 
oldest and most elaborate of Nebraska's surviving early flouring mills.

The present town of Neligh grew up around the-Neligh Mill. The 
structure was built of bricks made locally!by John H. Crawford and 
was the first brick building erected in Antelope County. Construction 

I was begun in the summer of 1873 for owner John D. Neligh, founder of 
'* the -town of Nelighknd an important figure in the economic development 
of other localities in northeastern Nebraska. J. D.{Neligh suffered 
financial reverses in the Panic of 1873 and was forced to sell the 
mill to the firm of Lambert and Gall away. This firm completed the 
structure and began milling operations on October 10, 1874. Under a 
succession of different owners, the mill continued to grow in 
importance, and by the early 1900's the mill was shipping its flour to 
Europe and throughout the United States. [ It is claimed that the "Gold 
Medal" brand of flour was originated at the mill in the early 1900's 
and that the brand name was subsequently sold to the Washburn Cros^y 
Milling Company and, later, General Mills. (During the 1930's the mill 
produced animal feed as well as wheat flour', wholewheat graham, rye 
flour, rye graham, buckwheat flour, cornmeal, and other products. The 
mill's business has declined over the past three decades. Flour 
milling ended in 1959, and only a small amount^of feed milling and 
grain storage business has been carried on since then.\ For the past 
two or three years, the mill and its property have been up for sale. 
Almost all of the mill's present machinery appears to date to the 
nineteenth century and is said to be in operating condition.
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Neligh, Neb., ... .
Antelope County
I hereby certify that I have accurately surveyed the following described property"

and marked the corners of the same as per this plat, and that the field notes of said survey are recorded in Booky^. 
Page fr-.-v/ .. of the Official Record of Surveys of Antelope County. _ _ __DA????.^! r A*
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