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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Glen Grove School was built in 1910 by Mr. Ben Saunders 
of Sedalia, Colorado, for the consideration of $660.00. It was 
built as an identical replacement structure for the 1882 build­ 
ing which had been accidentally burned in 1909. Although some­ 
what larger, it is also nearly identical to the 1870 structure 
which had burned in 1882. Both fires were prairie fires result­ 
ing from the practice of burning grazing land to improve the 
grasses. These often got disastrously out of hand.

The school building is rectangular in plan with a center 
door on the gable facade. A brick chimney is mounted on the 
far gable and the general construction of the building is white 
clapboard in the plains town tradition. Three high, double- 
hung sash windows are found on each side of the structure, with 
the rear facade being without openings. All windows are heavily 
shuttered and are trimmed in forest green. The front door is 
not in place at this time,but the opening is protected by ply­ 
wood paneling. The building is situated on rolling green grass­ 
lands, punctuated by occasional cottonwoods along the banks of 
West Plum Creek. The building is approximately ^ mile distant 
from the site of historic Fort Washington to the North. The 
original privy is also still in place.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Glen Grove School is a classic example of the simple 
one room school architecture that was so very prevalent during 
the 1880:'s and the early part of this century. Few examples 
of this style exist today in such fine condition, and it is 
from this fact that this building gains it?s significance.

The school had been first established in 1868 by local 
ranchers who provided the funding and labor for construction 
and then through informal agreements, arranged for the salary 
of the teachers. A Mr. Ford held the first three month 
session in the cook shack of the nearby Cantril Sawmill while 
waiting for the building to be completed. Prior to this first 
season, less than formal classes had been held in the upstairs 
of the Ben Quick Homestead by a Miss Boon. Upon completion of 
the new school building, an agreement was reached where 
various teachers were secured for each three month session 
during which time they were boarded free at the various ranchei's 
houses. For each season in addition to free board, the teachers 
were paid a total salary of $25.00. In the 1880's the salary 
was increased to $40.00 and remained so until the early 1900's 
The school burned on at least two occasions, the first being 
1882, and the second being 1909. Each time the structure was 
immediately rebuilt and the building faithfully saw service 
continually until the early 1950's when it fell victim to a 
school consolidation plan.

This school was the earliest and largest in the county. 
The Oaklands School eventually served as an adjunct to re­ 
lieve over-crowding pressures from the influx of new families 
to the area, it is occasionally used for comminity gatherings 
and is well cared for.
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The personal letters and papers of the late Albert Dakan
(Copies in the collection of Craig H. Trout, 2274 West 
Parkhill Avenue, Littleton, Colorado)
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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