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1. Name of Property 
historic name NPtJ Hr _ p; sgab School 
other namellslte number Resource IIWH0867 
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3. Claulflcatlon 
Ownership of Property 
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D public-local 
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D public-Federal 

Category of Property 
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5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property Is: 

D entered in the National Register. 
· D See continuation sheet. 

D determined eligible for the National 
Register. D SH continuation ahHt. 

D deterrT,ined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

D removed from the National Register. 
0 other, (explain:} --------

Date 

Slgnatura of the KHptr Date of Action 
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8. Function or U• 
Historic Functions (enter caa...- from instructions) 

Edncati an I School I 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Other: weA Craftsman Architecture 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

Current Functions (enter categories from i_nstructions) 

Domestic/ Single Dwelling 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation School & Wellhouse: Sandstone 
walls ____ __,.S""'c""'h..,.o'""o""'l ..... :__..S ..... a .... n.,.d...,s...,t..,.o"'"n.,e~-----

roof School : 
other School: 

Wellhouse: Wood 

Asphalt; Wellbauge• Metal 
Aluminum 
W od 

IKJ See continuation sheet 
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Description 

This circa 1938 school building, located in the rural White County community known as New 
Mt. Pisgah, has a style, plan and construction method very similar to other 1930's rural schools that 
were built with government funds. Its frame construction is covered with native field stone, which was 
the primary material used by Works Progress Administration, National Youth Administration and 
Civilian Conservation Corps builders. Its style, which incorporates several features found in earlier 
Craftsman and Prairie School designs, is also unique to federally-funded school buildings from this 
period. Set in a grassy, tree-shaded area, the site also includes a small wellhouse located across the 
road from the school. 

The school's rectangular, one-story floorplan is topped with a hipped roof covered with the 
original composition shingles. Four small gable-roofed dormers - two on the front (south) elevation 
and two across the rear (north) elevation- add to the building's Craftsman-like appearance, as does the 
roof's wide eave overhang and exposed rafters. The building (now being used as a single-family 
residence) is intact and in good condition, although it does contain some alterations to its original 
appearance. Three new aluminum windows replace the original ones across the front elevation; two are 
two-over-two double-hung sash and the third is a stationary plate flanked by two smaller two-over­
two double-hung sash windows. Aluminum screens cover the two front multi-paned doors, and a strip 
of aluminum siding across the rear elevation hides the upper half of the original nine-over-nine 
windows. 

\ \991 

The dominant exterior detail of this building is its one-bay, central-front porch made of native 
stone. The porch's arched entryway is capped off with a flat, parapeted roof that extends beyond the 
school's main roofline, a feature that helps to distinguish this as a federally-funded structure. Other 
exterior details include a row of eleven nine-over-nine windows along the rear (north) elevation that 
is separated by an interior brick chimney; two door openings with concrete stoops on either end of the 
rear elevation; and a continuous foundation constructed of native stone. 

The wellhouse located across the road from the school is rectangularly shaped with diagonal 
lattice walls, a metal gable roof, and a stone pier foundation. It was built at the same time as the 
main structure, but its condition is more deteriorated. 



Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide lK1 1oca11y 

Applicable National Register Criteria [i] A D 8 [X] C D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) D A D 8 D c D D DE D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 
EDUCATION 
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Period of Significance 

1938-39 
193~-39 
1938-39 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 

N/A 

SignifiCant Dates 
N/A 
N/A 
N/A 

Significant Person 
N/A Works Progress Administration 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
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Although slightly altered with the addition of aluminum windows, the New Mt. Pisgah school 
retains all of its other original architectural features, including the early composition shingle roof. It 
is significant as one of the few examples of government-funded buildings in the county and the only 
such building in extremely rural New Mt. Pisgah. Its setting in a grassy, tree-shaded area adds to its 
significance, as does the inclusion of the original wellhouse on the site. As discussed in the associated 
property type for Depression Era Religious and Institutional Buildings, the native stone construction 
material and distinctively government-funded architecture that characterizes this building were 
responsible for influencing the design of other buildings throughout the county after the Depression. 
Therefore, the school is locally significant under National Register Criterion C for embodying and 
generating a particular form, method of construction and style of the period. 

Historically, the fact that this building even exists in the tiny community of New Mt Pisgah 
can be traced to the federal relief programs that dominated the Depression era [see · Historic Context 
3: Boom and Bust: The War and Depression Years]. Arkansas' small rural areas were hardest hit 
by the economy's collapse, primarily because many farmers were still reeling from the effects of severe 
flooding in 1927 and a drought in 1930. The community's one-room schools were forced to close until 
the Federal Emergency Relief Administration [FERA], established by Congress in 1933, began pouring 
funds for education into the state. When Arkansas' government finally began providing matching funds, 
and the Works Progress and National Youth Administrations began providing workers, rural school 
construction took off in earnest, with most of the work occurring between 1935 and 1939. 

This federally-funded school building changed the way of life for residents of New Mt. Pisgah. 
It not only provided up-to-date educational and recreational facilities for children in the community, 
but also served as an attractive community center for the rest of the townspeople -- something that they 
most likely would have never been able to build for themselves. For this reason, this property is also 
locally significant under Criterion A for its association with the federal relief programs' economic, 
cultural and educational influences upon the area. 
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See ''Historic and· Architectural Resources of White County, Arkansas," Section H. 
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Verbal Boundary Description: 

Beginning at a point formed by the intersection of a line running along the northern edge of 
County Road 46 with a perpendicular line running along the western elevation of the school 
building, proceed northerly along said line to a point formed by its intersection with a 
perpendicular line running along the northern elevation of the building; thence proceed easterly 
along said line to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along 
the eastern elevation of the associated wellhouse; thence proceed southerly along said line to 
a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running along the southern 
elevation of the wellhouse; thence proceed westerly along said line to a point formed by its 
intersection with a perpendicular line running along the western elevation of the school 
building; thence proceed northerly to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: 

This boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource. 
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New Mt. Pisgah school 
White county MPS 
White County, ARKANSAS 

Reviewer's Comments 

The boundaries of this property are presently located along 
building lines. A resource listed in the National Register 
should include all features of the property which contribute to 
its significance. In almost all cases this includes its historic 
setting. Page 77 of National Register Bulletin 16, Guidelines 
for Completing National Register of Historic Places Forms, states 
that "the boundaries of buildings should include the land 
surrounding the building, unless the lot occupied by the building 
contains no surrounding land as in the central business district 
of most cities." 

Please revise the boundaries to include the property historically 
associated with the resource. If a portion of the original 
setting has lost its integrity, please explain. 

In Section 3, the well house should be listed as a structure, 
rather than a building. 

Marilyn Harper 
Historian 
Sept. 16, 1991 
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======================================================================== 
1 . Name of Property 
======================================================================== 
historic name: New Mt. Pisgah School 

other namejsite number: ~R~e~s~o~u~r~cce~#~WH~~0~8~6~7 ______________________________ __ 

======================================================================== 
2. Location 
======================================================================== 
street & number: ~N~A~-----------------------------------------------------

not for publication: NLft_ 

city/town: New Mt. Pisgah vicinity: x_ 

state: AR county: ~W=h=i~t=e~----------- code: AR 145 zip code: 72085 

======================================================================== 
3. Classification 
======================================================================== 
Ownership of Property: -=P~r~i~v~a~t=e~-----------

Category of Property: Building(s) 

Number of Resources within Property: 

Contributing 

1 

1 

2 

Noncontributing 

___ buildings 
sites 
structures 

0 
objects 
Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register: N/A 

Name of related multiple property listing: Historic and Architectu r al 
Resources of White County, Arkansas 



======================================================================== 
4. State/Federal Agency Certification 
======================================================================== 
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act 
of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this _x ___ nomination __ __ 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation 
standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements 
set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property __ X __ meets 

does not meet the National Register Criteria. See continuation 

Date 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National 
Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

======================================================================== 
5. National Park Service Certification 
======================================================================== 
I, hereby certify that this property is: ~ 

~ entered in the National Register ~ fJ;V7 '/&./'\ 
___ See continuation sheet. ~ 

determined eligible for the 
National Register 

See continuation sheet. 
determined not eligible for the 
National Register 

removed from the National Register -------------------------

other (explain): 

, 
1o(Signature of Keeper 

'2/2D!92 
f I 

Date 
of Action 



======================================================================== 
6. Function or Use 
======================================================================== 
Historic: Education Sub: School 

Current ~D~o~m~e~s~t~l:·c~-------------------- Sub: Single Dwelling 

======================================================================== 
7. Description 
======================================================================== 
Architectural Classification: 
Other: WPA Craftsman Architecture 

Other Description: 

Materials: foundation School & Wellhouse: Sandstone 

walls School: Sandstone 
Wellhouse: Wood 

other School: 

roof School: Asphalt; 
Wellhouse: Metal 

Aluminum. Wood 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. _x_ See continuation 
sheet. 
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Description 

AUG 

This circa 1938 school building, located in the rural White County community known as New 
Mt. Pisgah, has a style, plan and construction method very similar to other 1930's rural schools that 
were built with government funds. Its frame construction is covered with native field stone, which was 
the primary material used by Works Progress Administration, National Youth Administration and 
Civilian Conservation Corps builders. Its style, which incorporates several features found in earlier 
Craftsman and Prairie School designs, is also unique to federally-funded school buildings from this 
period. Set in a grassy, tree-shaded area, the site also includes a small wellhouse located across the 
road from the school. 

The school's rectangular, one-story floorplan is topped with a hipped roof covered with the 
original composition shingles. Four small gable-roofed dormers - two on the front (south) elevation 
and two across the rear (north) elevation - add to the building's Craftsman-like appearance, as does the 
roof's wide eave overhang and exposed rafters. The building (now being used as a single-family 
residence) is intact and in good condition, although it does contain some alterations to · its original 
appearance. Three new aluminum windows replace the original ones across the front elevation; two are 
two-over-two double-hung sash and the third is a stationary plate flanked by two smaller two-over­
two double-hung sash windows. Aluminum screens cover the two front multi-paned doors, and a strip 
of aluminum siding across the rear elevation hides the upper half of the original nine-over-nine 
windows. 

\ \991 

The dominant exterior detail of this building is its one-bay, central-front porch made of native 
stone. The porch's arched entryway is capped off with a flat, parapeted roof that extends beyond the 
school's main roofline, a feature that helps to distinguish this as a federally-funded structure. Other 
exterior details include a row of eleven nine-over-nine windows along the rear (north) elevation that 
is separated by an interior brick chimney; two door openings with concrete stoops on either end of the 
rear elevation; and a continuous foundation constructed of native stone. 

The wellhouse located across the road from the school is rectangularly shaped with diagonal 
lattice walls, a metal gable roof, and a stone pier foundation. It was built at the same time as the 
main structure, but its condition is more deteriorated. 



8. Statement of Significance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

D nationally D statewide [!]locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria IX] A D 8 [X] C D D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) D A D 8 DC D D DE D F D G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 
EDUCATION 
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Period of Significance 

1938 39 
193ij-39 
1938-39 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 

N/A 

AUG l 1991 

Significant Dates 
N/A 
N/.;-:A---

N/A 

Significant Person 
N/A Works Progress Administration 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

[X] See continuation sheet 
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Although slightly altered with the addition of aluminum windows, the New Mt. Pisgah school 
retains all of its other original architectural features, including the early composition shingle roof. It 
is significant as one of the few examples of government-funded buildings in the county and the only 
such building in extremely rural New Mt. Pisgah. Its setting in a grassy, tree-shaded area adds to its 
significance, as does the inclusion of the original wellhouse on the site. As discussed in the associated 
property type for Depression Era Religious and Institutional Buildings, the native stone construction 
material and distinctively government-funded architecture that characterizes this building were 
responsible for influencing the design of other buildings throughout the county after the Depression. 
Therefore, the school is locally significant under National Register Criterion C for embodying and 
generating a particular form, method of construction and style of the period. 

Historically, the fact that this building even exists in the tiny community of New Mt. Pisgah 
can be traced to the federal relief programs that dominated the Depression era [see Historic Context 
3: Boom and Bust: The War and Depression Years]. Arkansas' small rural areas were hardest hit 
by the economy's collapse, primarily because many farmers were still reeling from the effects of severe 
flooding in 1927 and a drought in 1930. The community's one-room schools were forced to close until 
the Federal Emergency Relief Administration [FERA], established by Congress in 1933, began pouring 
funds for education into the state. When Arkansas' government finally began providing matching funds, 
and the Works Progress and National Youth Administrations began providing workers, rural school 
construction took off in earnest, with most of the work occurring between 1935 and 1939. 

This federally-funded school building changed the way of life for residents of New Mt. Pisgah. 
It not only provided up-to-date educational and recreational facilities for children in the community, 
but also served as an attractive community center for the rest of the townspeople -- something that they 
most likely would have never been able to build for themselves. For this reason, this property is also 
locally significant under Criterion A for its association with the federal relief programs' economic, 
cultural and educational influences upon the area. 
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Verbal Boundary Description: 

Beginning at the point formed by the intersection of a line running along the northern edge of County Road 46 with 
a perpendicular line running parallel to the western elevation of the school and located 25 feet to the west thereof, 
proceed northerly along said line for a distance of approximately 100 feet to a point formed by its intersection with 
a perpendicular line running parallel to the northern elevation of the building; thence proceed easterly for a distance 
of approximately 200 feet along said line to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running 
parallel to the eastern elevation of the associated wellhouse; thence proceed southerly along said line for a distance 
of approximately 200 feet to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running parallel to the 
southern elevation of the wellhouse; thence proceed westerly along said line for a distance of approximately 200 
feet to a point formed by its intersection with a perpendicular line running parallel to the western elevation of the 
school building; thence proceed northerly for a distance of 100 feet to the point of beginning. 

Boundary Justification: 

The original lot has been subdivided during the non-historic period, resulting in an indefinite current lot boundary; 
therefore, this boundary includes all the property historically associated with this resource that retains its integrity. 
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White County MPS 
ARKANSAS 

91001276 Missouri--Pacific Depot Sul:ista.ntiva lteviei 
91001277 ~Moody House 
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91001332 v Morris Institute Dairy Barn 

{• 

.. 
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91001249 Powell Clothing Store 
91001307~Prince House 
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91001218 Smith House 
91001223 Smith, A. J., House 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: RESUBMISSION 

PROPERTY 
NAME : 

New Mt. Pisgah School 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

White County MPS 

STATE & COUNTY : ARKANSAS, White 

DATE RECEIVED: 6/29/92 
DATE OF 16TH DAY : 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 91001331 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

DET~ED EVALUATION: Y 

-~_ACCCCEPT _RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS : 

_REJECT 

DATE OF PENDING LIST : 
DATE OF 45TH DAY : 8/13/92 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count __ resource type 

'STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

__ historic __ current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
__ materials 
__ descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

__ summary paragraph 
__ completeness 
__ clarity 
__ applicable criteria 
__ justification of areas checked 
___ relating significance to the resource 

context 
___ relationship of integrity to significance 
___ justification of exception 
___ other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

__ acreage 
__ UTMs 

__ verbal boundary description 
__ boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

___ sketch maps USGS maps ___ photographs __ presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 



















Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500033 


