
The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

RECEIVED 2280 

L. m 31 am 

•--•BAjmjmmm ^ 

May 4, 2011 

Mr. J. Paul Loether 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW, S'̂  floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Re: Name correction for 170 Franklin Street Street, Stoneham (Middlesex County) MA 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

We are writing to request a technical correction in the National Register records for the 
above referenced property. 

We have been informed by the Stoneham Historical Commission that the property at 170 
Franklin Street is listed as the Elisha Wright Homestead, when it should be listed as 
Elisha Knight Homestead. 

The property was individually listed on the National Register on April 13, 1984 as part of 
the Stoneham Multiple Resources Area. 

Please let us know if you need additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

XC:Marcia M. Wengen, Stoneham Historical Commission 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.sec.state.ma. us/mhc 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME : 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Knight, E l i s h a , Homestead 

Stoneham MRA 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST; 

5/31/11 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/16/11 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 84002863 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS 
OTHER: N PDIL: 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE; 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

VACCEPT RETURN 

N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED; 
N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: 

REJECT (p - ̂ 7 ' DATE 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS 

Additional Documentation Approved 

N 
N 
N 

RECOM. /CR^EI^A 

REVIEWER 

TELEPHONE 

DISCIPLINE 

DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

I f a nomination i s retu r n e d t o the nominating a u t h o r i t y , the 
nomination i s no longer under c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the NPS. 



FORM 3 - BUILDING 

MASS.\CHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
2-4 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

HIOTO (3x3" or 3x5", black I white) 
St?.plG to l e f t side of form 
Pholvj nuEber 

SKETCH MAP i 
Drav; map shov/in^ property's 
location in relation to nearest 
cross streets and other building?; 
or geographical featiixes. 
Indicate north. 

t 
Cotul-

Carole Zellie : ; 

Recorder', by (̂ d, Candace Jenkins, NHC) 

Orgcuizatjton Landscape Research 

Dâ e April 1979 

Area Form no. 

20 

Tovm Stoneham Roll 5:7A 

Address 170 Franklin Stfoot 

His to r ic Name E l i s h a Wright! Homestead 

Use: Or ig inal Elisha Wright 

Present agriculture: Weiss Farms, Inc. 

Ownership:• Private individual 
Private organization Weiss Farms 

Public 

Original ovmer Elisha Wright 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date ca. 1750 

Source Town Records, va 

Style Colonial v^ernacular 

Archi tect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric clapboard 

several 20th century bams  
Outbuildings too recent to contribute 

Major alterations (with dates) entry 

sash, c. 1875 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage i .sf acre 

Setting unique farm in 20th century 

residential 

Assessor's Map #8-106 ( p a r t i a l ) Boston North Quad 1:25,000 
UTM: 19 328430 470 9450 

(Stpple addi t ional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

The Elisha Wright House is one of Stoneham's best preserved mid-eighteenth century houses, and 
is the only one to preserve it s original agricultural setting and use. /Constructed c. 1750, i t 
has an asymmetrical five bay facade with i t s entry slightly west of center and an extra window 
just east of the entry. I t rises two stories to. a pitched roof,-now-covered with asphalt, which 
is pierced by a single chimney at the eastemiend. Presumably a center chimney was removed 
in the mid-nineteenth century. A one story e l l extends from the. center of the rear elevation 
and a two story e l l projects from the northeast rear comer. The entire house rests on a raised 
granite foundation and is sheathed in clapboards with simple comerboards, a boxed comice and 
slightly projecting window architraves. Although the windows•contain mid-nineteenth century 
2/2 sash, they retain the smaller eighteenth century, size. Windows in the ells are generally 

(cont. below 
HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Cexplain the role owners played in local or state history 

and hov; the building relates to the development of the community) 

The Elisha Wright House possesses integrity of location,, design, setting, materials and workman­
ship. I t is significant as Stoneham's only remaining eighteenth century farm and sole intact 
example of the town's agricultural origins. The Wright House meets criteria A and C of the 
National Register of Historic Places. ' ' 

This property has always been connected with agriculture. The house was the homestead of Elisha 
Wright in the mid-eighteenth century and later passed into the Green family, \ho had large 
landholdings in the Franklin Street area. At the tum of the nineteenth century, the property 
was owned by the Outram family. The Wright-Green-Outram farm adjoins and includes a large lowland 
and swampy area \Aiich is described in early town histories and depicted on early maps. 

In addition to the house, the farm includes several twentieth century bams which do not directly 
contribute to it s significance due to their late date. -

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont.)' 

larger. The entry treatment, with bracketed hood, dates from c. 1870 and may be part of the same 
remodeling v\diich removed the center chimney and added the 2/2 sash. 

BIEM' -GR-Wn' and/or REFERENCES 

Stevens, History of Stoneham 
1858, 1874 Map of Stoneham 

20M -2/80 

•i 



NPS Fonii 10-900-1 OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service f'o* NPS «$« onty 

National Register off Historic P laces "̂^̂'̂^̂^ /̂•2AA^ 
inventory—Nomination Form date entered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page ~7 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name stoneham Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County. MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review A Date/Signature 

61. Turnbull, R. P., House Entered In the "CKeeper 3/1^3^^-^^;^^^,^.^ 'v//3A>rA 
National Heglster 

62. Wiley, Caleb, House Natioml^e^ter /deeper ,0<;to^~^^^?c^^ AhA-. 

Attest 

Attest 

63. Williams-Linscott House ^4^^^^^ ^ <^eper nAUM....^^,^6^y^^ W/A>^. 

National Begister 
Attest 

64. Wil l iams, Micah, House 
Entered In tZia 
National Heglster 

deeper /C^>(^^^-•-^»-y^^^<^^--^ > ^ i / / y 

Attest 

65. Wood, Charles, House Entered In *& /tfeeper odcl-..^^.^3^y^ ^ h j f ^ 

National Register 
Attest 

66. Wright, El isha, Homestead ^f^eeper ,y<{l^<3A--^^^-^.^^'3y<^'-^ Vy^-^/^y 

Mational Begister Attest 

Attest 

Keeper • 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

Wright, Elisha, Homestead (Stoneham MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
• appeal 

CH sample CH request Substantive Review: 

Working No. FEB 2 8 1984 

Action: .^-^CCEPT ' / - Z 3 -6 y' 
Entered i n tne RETURN 
nat ional Begister-REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

appeal im NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Represerrtation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? CH yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CH unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Descrilie the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH alterations/integrity —: 
CH dates 
I I boundary selection 

... afcO; 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked , 
CH relating significance to the resource 
CH context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
CH Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000295 



Office : ST oneham 6-0689 
Residence: ST onaham 6-1739 

WEISS FARMS, Inc. 

DAIRY PRODUCTS 
170 FRANKLIN STREET 

STONEHAM 80, MASS. 

33^^-^3fi^-
'/AT^ 3^:- ^ 
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STONEHAM HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Stoneham, MA 02180 

July 26, 1984 

Mr. Saul Weiss 
170 Franklin Street 

Stoneham, MA 02180 Re.: WEISS FARM 

Dear Mr. Weiss: 
The Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission has informed 
the Stoneham H i s t o r i c a l Commission that you must 
send a notarized l e t t e r to 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of H i s t o r i c Places 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
National Headquarters 
1100 L Street 
Washington, D. C. 20240 

informing her of your wish to have the property 
exclued from the National Register. 

I f the Stoneham H i s t o r i c a l Commission can be of any 
service to you, please c a l l me. 

ly 

Sincerely, 

Elizabeth M. Whelan 
Secretary 

EMW/w 



Off ice : ST onaham 6-0689 

Residence: ST oneham 6-1739 

WEISS FARMS, Inc. (JL3.3¥^ 
A.' t ft 

DAIRY PRODUCTS 
170 FRANKLIN STREET 

STONEHAM 80, AAASS. 

//77p 7̂ . <^eA 
U)d̂ 7J3Â , d 3 ^̂ 5̂̂ ^ 

^ 33"^M3S^^'^'^, 

' l i y cOMMISSiON EXPWES JUNE 1, 1990 

^JJJ}MA 
^A)UL CV^^SS 

3^f--'" 



^ 2 9 1985 

Mr, Saul V̂ 'eiss ' ' 
President 
^Veiss Farms, Inc 
170 Prankiin SUeot ' 
Stoneham, Massachusetts 02iS3 

Dear .'vlr. V êissi • -

Tliis Is in response to your letter of August 23, 1984, objecting to the inclusion of your 
property, tlte Elisha Wriî ht Homesteac, vfiddlesex County, "Vlassachuaetta, in the 
Nittionfil Register of Historic Places, vve apoio îke ii>t fibl responding sooner, your letter 
was Ir.advert^tly filed vjiith the nofnlnation vfithout a response. 

The Elisha iVr%iit riorueditead was listed in the National Eeĵ ister as part of the .Stoneham 
I 'Ultiple Ilesource Area on Apr|| '̂ 2̂  19«4. in accordance with the National Historic 
Pi-esei vation Act Ar.iendnrierits of 1S30 and the Mational Register regulations, 36 CFR 60, 
a copy c#f which is included for your reference, the State notified you of th.e proposed 
noialn&tion of tlie property prior to subf.iittlng tluj aominatioti to the Hational Park 
Service. 0«vners of private properties noininated to the National Register must be 
afforded the opportunity to object to or concur with the nomination of ti.eir property to 
the National Roister prior to listLi,;. The Elisha Wright Homestead was listed in the 
National Register because it ir.ects the National Register criteria for evaluation and you 
did not object to listing until after the property was listed. The property can only be 
removed from the National Rei;istor in accordance with 36 CFR 60.i5{e). 

Vi'e would lU.e to ijinpftaalze that owners of private property listed in the National 
Register are free to nnalntain, manage or dispose of tlieir property as they choose. In 
Massachusetts, properties are nominated to the National liegister by Ms. Valerie A. 
Taliiid ,̂*;, the 'Massachusetts State Historic Preservation Officer. You aiay wish to 
contact Ms. Talmage, Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission, 80 
bo îston Street, 3oston, Massachusetts 02116; telephone (3i7) 727-̂ 470, to inquire about 
any State or local laws whidi saay effect your property. 

If we can provide further laforrr.ation or assistance, please let us know. • , 

Sincerely, ,-,:A 

Carol D. Shull 
Chief of aegistration 
National Register of historic Places :'A'. , " 
Interagency Resomces Division 

Enclosure 



cc: Ms. Valerie A. Talmage, Massachusetts SHPO 

bcc:4000-MARO . • 1 
413 
Reading File 
Record Center 

FNP:BSavage:343-9536 '3y-

Sys. 8 (NRH) Weiss , 

/sasic File Retained in 413 


