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The Paddock.House, built ca. 1870 is constructed of native limestone. 
It is free from any attempt at ornamentation except for the projecting 
keystone and stone window-sills.^ The house, like many of the more p'erttjeirianj; 
residential structures of this period, 1880 l s, is best characterized~asT 
vehacular architecture.
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Thetroof is gabled with a very simple treatment of the eaves-line. The 
upper story projects into the roof area making the house one and a half 
stories.

The house is composed of two volumes. A large volume sets to the south 
and a smaller set-back portion sets to the north. The larger south portion 
has been plastered and painted at some date after its original construction. 
The plaster has cracked in many places which accentuates the areas where the 
masonry has not withstood the stresses produced by time and uneven foundation 
settlement. The walls of the smaller set-back section have no visible 
cracks and appear to be relatively unweathered. A small frame, porch-like 
structure now connects to the rear of the small section.

* Governor Paddock built the house in 1870 but did not move into it until 
1873, when he took gej^nant residence in Beatrice!** In ca. 1873 a brick 
addition was constructed which connected to the south of the side of the 
house. This addition was L shaped and contained a kitchen and a large 
-dinjajjag area. Through the years Beatrice grew to the north and in 1927 when 
10th street extended through the Paddock addition of Beatrice, the brick 
addition had to be torn down because it projected too close to the street. 
The house now stands in it l s original form.
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When the house was originally built it was situated to the rear of 
grounds, serving as a farm house. The entrance was oriented toward the west 
with an access drive from 9th street. After the town had expanded out to 
the house and it became a part of the residential district, the entrance 
changed orientation to 10th street which is the east .side of the house.

The house has remained unaltered except for the south brick addition 
which was torn down in 1927. It has survived relatively well and until 1968 
it was occupied as a family residence. It is still known throughout the 
Beatrice area as the Paddock House and reflects an early period in 
residential development.
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Algernon Sidney Paddock was born at Glens Falls, New York, November 
9, 1830. He died at Beatrice, Nebraska, October 17, 1897. His father, 
Ira A. Paddock, was a well-known and prominent lawyer of Glen Falls, 
New York. Algernon S. Paddock attended Union College, latter a univer­ 
sity at Schenectady, New York. He was forced to leave the college, upon 
entering his senior year because of financial affairs. After leaving 
college Paddock taught school and in his spare time read law. He was 
admitted to the New York bar and in May, 1857, came to Omaha. :

Paddock came to Nebraska at a most opportune time. Nebraska had not 
yet gained statehood and was in the process of formulating it's political 
and governmental factions. Paddock was a participant in the organization 
of the Republican party in Nebraska. He was a delegate to the 1860 
Chicago Convention that nominated Lincoln for President. Paddock was 
nominated Secretary of Nebraska Territory and entering the position on 
April 1, 1861. While attending his duties as Secretary of the Territory 
he took an active part in organizing the First Nebraska regiment; bonded 
the-territorial debt, and obtained orders for organizing two companies of 
calvary which latter became the Second Nebraska^ Cap/aVy. Upon the 
admission of Nebraska to the Union, March 1, 1867, Mr. Paddock returned ̂  
from the office of Secretary. c-etivedc^

In 1873 Paddock moved from Omaha to the residence of this nomination, 
in Beatrice, which was his home for the remainder of his life. In 1875 
he was elected United States Senator for,Nebraska for a term of six years. 
In 1882 he was appointed to the very important "Utah Commission" by his 
friend President Arthur and served the commission until October 1, 1886, 
when he resigned. Paddock served another term as U.S. Senator for 
Nebraska from 1887 to 1893.

vAs a citizen of Beatrice, Senator Paddock was also a driving force in 
the communities development. He platted and laid out the Fairview and 
PaddoclTaHHTtions to Beatrice and also through private developments 
exhibited his interest in the prosperity of the c

The Paddock House is located in the Paddock addition of Beatrice. 
Judging from property evaluations and the cornerstone of the house, which 
is inscribed 1870, the house had already been built when Senator Paddock 
moved to Beatrice in 1873. A tax evaluation jump from $1200 in 1872, to
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$2300 in 1874, is substantial verification of the south brick addition being 
made upon Paddock's arrival.

r
The Paddock House is a very good example of a Nebraska vernacular

architecture. While viewed by Senator Paddock's contemporaries, at the time 
of its construction, as a very handsome and even elegant residence, it 
remained unpreten^'ous, portraying the quiet dignity of the early successful 
statesman and businessman of Nebraska.
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