FORM B - BU LD NG Area Form no.

3000 127
MASSACHEBETTS H STOR CAL GQOW SSI ON
294 Washington Street, Boston, M\ 02108

A Town Springfield
Address 1113-1115 Main St"sefe
1

Historic Name Biirbach Block T AN !

PHOIO (3x3" or 3x5", black § white) Use: Original commercial
Staple toleft side of form
Phot o nunber Present commercial/ offices
Owner ship: Private individual

Private organization

Public

Original owner Buitoach famly

SKETCH MWP
Draw map showi ng property's DESCR PTI O\
location i nrelation tonearest
cross streets and other buildings Date 1882
or geographical features.
Indicate north. Source Springfield Historical Conm ssion

Style Panel Brick
Architect unknown
Exterior wall fabric brick

Out bui I di ngs none

| Z _ , _

Maj or alterations (with dates)

1981 Rehabilitation

1950 - storefronts

proposed renovation tooffices - 1981-82

Moved no Dat e

Approx. acreage less than one acre
Recorded by Margo WWbber Setting Urban context; at edge of a row of
Organi zation Anderson Notter Finegoldl nc. simlar buildings, newpublic inprovenents/
Dat e June, 1981 park front building tothe south.

Assessor's Map #312
UM Ref: 18/ 699640/ 4663480
Springfield South Quadrangle (Staple additional sheets here)



Criteria Statement: The Burbach Bl ock possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materials and workmanship. 1t i s significant as one of thefewremining smaller late
19th century commercial bl ocks which once dom nated t he southern end of Main Street.
Recently rehabilitated following afire, this building continues topreserve itsoriginal
design features. |t meets criteria Cof The National Register of Historic Places.

ARK TECTLR L SIGN FI CANCE  (describe inmportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterms of other buildings within conmmunity)

The Burbach Block is a good exanple of smaller late 19th centiiry commerci al

bl ocks which at onetime were particularly prevalent in the southern blocksof
Main Street. This area of Main Street was more commercially-oriented than the
factory/industrial area t othe east, andi tserviced the ej”sanding residential
nei ghborhood of the South End. = The Burbach Block is three stories in height
and five bays wide. Thefacade is treatedwith brick coursing andw ndow hoods
typical of the period. Thecorners are capped with merlons which addt othe
decorative appearance of the facade. Simplified coursing waps around t othe
south el evation whose paired upper story wi ndows nowoverlook a small park.

HSTCRCAL SSGNFICANCE (e>:plain therole owlers played i nlocal or state history
and how t hebuilding relates t ot hedevel opnent of t he community)

The Burbach Block wasbuilt in 1882ona site which hadpreviously been owied by
HW Pearl, alocal flour dealer. | twasbuilt by Gerard Burbach, who served as
proprieter of the adjacent United States Hotel (denmolished in 1915), from the
1870's until 1894. Theblock was associated with the Hotel dxiring these years
and may actually have served as a sort of annex to the Hotel during the 1880's
and '90's.

The Burbach family hada strong associationwith the United States Hotel during
its nmpst prosperous years. TheHotel waserected inthe early 1850's and owned
by a German named M. Busch. | twas the fifth hotel built inthe city. I n

1857, the 3-story frame building was acquired by Gustave Gruendler, who managed
it until the 1870's, when the Burbach family took over. Ms. Augustus Burbach,
Gerard Burbach, and later his sonlLouis Burbach nmanaged the Gernman Hostelry imtil
1894, during it speak years. Later, in 1913, there was a debate t orenove the
building's south side inorder to widen Cross Street. Twoyears later, the Hotel
was demol i shed.

The Burbach Block outlasteditsearlier neighbor andcontinued to house a variety
of commercial shops inthe 20th century. Among these were a dry goods store,
sal oon, restaurant, andlater a fumiture store.

Bl BLI OCRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Building Permts

City Atlases

Street Directories

Stearns Street Directory, 1858
Hanpden County Register of Deeds
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