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NATI ONAL REQ STER CRI TER A STATEMENT (i f applicabl e)

The Webster Park Historic District i1 sone of thenost intact exanples of

an early residential subdivision built after theopening of theBoston &
Worcester Railroad 1 n1834. The original park laid out by Al exander
Wadsworth remains/ and thecollection of eight Gothic Revival cottageS/ by
a known Boston architect/ i sa significant conponent of thedistrict/ which
thus neets criteria A, B, and C of theNational Register of Historic

Pl aces.

ARHTEIUL. SONHOWNE  Describe Inportant architectural features ad eval uate interns of
other areas wthin the conmonity.

The Webster Park Historic District covers a 12-acre area containing 26
properties along Webster Street and Webster Park. The district i s the
sout hwest corner of theoriginal 54-acre subdivision known as "Webster
Place" laid out i n1844 by t heBoston surveyor and |andscape architect/
Al exander Wadsworth and was t heearliest portion tobe developed. This
| evel sandy land abutting therailroad tracks of theformer Boston &
Worcester Railroad i sone of theleast altered of theearly suburban
railroad subdivisions built i nNewton.

The district takes itsname from thesmall oval park which divides the
street known as Webster Park. The park was characteristic of many of the
early subdivisions laid out by Al exander Wadsworth and hi sassoci ates who
frequently ornamented their real estate developments with apicturesque
oval or other landscape feature. Wadsworth's own Wal nut/ Waban/ and
Kenrick parks i nNewton Corner were contenmporary exanples.

HSIGRCL SGNHCGINE Explainhistorical Inportance of area ad howvthe area relates tothe
devel opnent of other areas of the conmonity.

Al though West Newton had an 18th-century existence as thelocation of the
West Parish meeting house and theintersection of several major

t horoughfares/ like i tsneighbors totheeast and west/ thevillage sawi t s
real development with theopening of t heBoston & Worcester Railroad i n
1834. The railroad allowed easy access toand from thecity/ a fact
quickly recognized by real-estate devel opers/ who began buying up |and near
the tracks and dividing i tinto houselots. After therailroad introduced a
regul ar passenger service I nl1844/ thevillage grew rapidly. Bet ween 1831
and 1848/ West Newton's population nore than doubled. Cherry/ Wbster/ and
Elm streets were extended from thevillage center: and on West Newton Hill
("Sylvan Heights" as i twas then known)/ Otis, Chestnut/ and Highland

streets were laid out (seeArea F). By 1848/ nore than 70 new houses had
been built.

The 60-acre subdivision known as Webster Place was anong t hefirst of

these speculative devel opments. l'tsinitiator was Wlliam J. Porter/ a
native of VWnhani Massachusetts/ who had been investing i nNewton real
estate as early as 1839. I nApril 1844 he purchased 65 acres of landi n

West Newton and within a fewnonths had conm ssioned thesurveyor and

| andscape architect Alexander Wadsworth (1806-1898) tol ayout 83 Ilots
bet ween Webster and Pine streets.

B BLI GRAPHY and/ or REHHEHENES

Susan Abele/ Thelma Fleishman, "Webster Park Laid out for Wlliam Porter
by Al exander Wadsworth Septenber 14/ 1844." Research notes prepared
for thelJackson Honestead. Courtesy of theAuthors.

Friends of theJackson Homestead, Newton's Ol der Houses: West Newt on.
Publication #12 (1978). "o~~~ 8/ 85
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ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE, cont.

Architecturally/ thedistrict i sdomnated by eight (originallyten)
nearly identical Gothic Revival cottages built along Webster Park and
Webster Street. Twin Gothic gables on t hefacade area comon feature of
the unusual designs for these houses/ along with a central entrance
pavilion/ several of which arestill capped with an arcaded frieze band.
Onhe of t hebest preserved i s120 Webster Street (c.1848), which retainsits
Gothic-style labels over thew ndows. Al | eight were designed by the
Boston architect/ Edward Shaw (b. 1784)/ t heauthor of a popular pattern
book/ Civic Architecture (1831)/ widely used by contemporary builders.
According toa deed Tri t heM ddl esex County Registry of Deeds
[Book 479:374], John Rollins, a housewright of Boston, was thebuilder: and
Gil bert Patter/ also of Boston/ agreed t oexecute all thecarpenter's work.
Al't hough several of theoriginal Gothic cottages have been altered with
modern siding materials, and several have seen changes i ntheir
fenestration, thecollection i san unusual and significant rejjresentation
of theGothic Revival style by a known architect.

Al though Shaw s Gothic Revival cottages were theearliest residences
built 1T nthedistrict, several earlier structures were subsequently noved
into thearea. Of these theoldest i stheNathaniel Fuller House at
126- 128 Webster Street, a traditional five-bay, center-entry homestead.

Ni neteenth-century photographs of this house show a wi de/ double-pile
central-hall plan building type with large end chimeys/ suggesting an
early 19th-century date. The house was noved from Washington Street to
this location i nthel1890s. Another migrant building i s152 Webster
Street/ believed t ohave been Seth Davis's original school/ built on the
site of thepresent Davis School on Waltham Street. As a one-room school,
the building was said t ohave provided students with private booths around
the room By an ingenious arrangement of mirrors, theinstructor could
watch each student individually. The present bellcast Mansard roof was
probably added soon after thebuilding was noved t oitspresent location as
a residence i nthelate 1850s. Two pairs of lonic pilasters markt he
original gable-end entrances totheschool room

The remaining thirteen buildings i nthedistrict ar eabout equally
divided between Italianate/ Mansard/ and Queen Anne style residences.

No. 144 Webster Street (c.l1855) i san Italianate structure/ three bays wide
with a center entrance and twin interior stove chimeys. The three-bay
facade and narrow gable end was a popul ar vernacul ar house form seeni n
other parts of Newton as well. Both 125 Webster Street and 69 Webster Park
are 2-1/2-story sidehall-plan Italianate houses with characteristic
Italianate round-arched w ndows i nthegable end.

The Mansard style i srepresented by both a small cottage at 80 Webster
Park and one of t henmost el aborate residences i nthedistrict, theHarvey
Brown House at 153 Webster Street. The 2-1/2-story Brown House, built
about 1865, displays a projecting Mansard entrance tower offset on the
street facade, and round-arched dormers. The nost distinctive feature of
this house/ which has been sided with asphalt shingles/ i stheretention of
its wrought-iron cresting/ which appears on t hetower/ dormers/ and main
roof.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa
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ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE/ cont -

The Thonmas Bradley House (115 Webster Street), built in 1900, conbines
decorative detail and forms associated with the Queen Anne and Shingle
Styles. The 2-1/2-story structure balances a polygonal corner tower with a
projecting porch beneath an overshot gable roof. Shingled wall surfaces and
pedi mented end gables add to the well-detailedquality of this substanti al
residence. The cottage at 92 Webster Park, also displays Queen Anne
details, added to an earlier structure from the 1860s. A corner tower,
shingled wall surfaces, and a profusion of projectinggable dormers, bays,
and balconies give this nodest residence a picturesque quality.

The district contains tw non-contributing structures built in the
first decades of the 20th century. Compatible with their neighbors/ the
two are defined as non-contributing only by virtue of their post-1907
construction dates. .

H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE, cont.

Wadsworth's nane frequently appears as a surveyor of raid-century
subdivisions in the Boston area. Exanpl es of his work can be found in
Boston/ Canbridge/ and Somerville/ in addition to Newton. |n Newton
Corner/ Wadsworth was responsible for laying out subdivisions around Waban,
Wal nut/ and Kenrick parks. But probably his nost significant contribution
to landscape design was as the surveyor of Mount Auburn Cemetery in 1831/
al though Boston's Jacob Bigelow is credited with the concept of this/ the
first rural cemetery in the United States. |tsdistinctive feature/
rapidly adopted by other large urban cemeteries and later by the parks
novenment as a whole/ was the achievement of continuously varied/
picturesque vistas by allowing roadways and footpaths to follow the natural
contours of the ground, winding around hills and ponds as the terrain
dictated. However, despite Wadsworth's familiarity with this advanced
theory of landscape design, his later residential subdivisions were nodest.
Like his contemporaries, though he occasionally experimented with a small
park as a |andscape focus, his plans utilized a right-anglegrid of
intersecting streets and rectangular |[ots.

Wadsworth's design for WIliam Porter was no exception. Back-to- back
rectangular lots were laid out on either side of a series of parallel side
streets. The smallest lots, twelve parcels of 15,000 square feet, were at
the eastern end, closest to the commercial center of the village, and the
| argest at the western end, where Webster Park itself was laid out. Alnmost
all lots had a uniform street frontage of 100 feet, and their area varied
according to the distance between streets. The plan ignored the presence
of Cheescake Brook and itssubstantial wetlands, although lots laid out in
this area tended to be larger in size.

It was neither Porter nor Wadsworth, however, who was responsible for
the subsequent devel opment of Webster Park. In October 1845  Porter sold
an interest in 58 of the lots to Boston housewright John Rollins. Rollins
appears to have been responsible for engaging architect Edward Shaw to
design the first houses for the property, although i tis also possible that

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE, cont.

the designs were taken from Shaw s book, Civic Architecture. Several of
these houses were built and traded for services/ including |unber/
carpentry/ and paint. Ashael \Wheeler (1817-1901), a paint dealer/ was the
owner of 120 Webster Street. From the start, a nunber were owned by
non-residents and rented out to tenants. No. 104 Webster Street was owned
by Edmund T. W swall (1832-1918), a m |k dealer on Cross Street, for whom
W swall Street was naned. Wswall would later nmake substantial 1investments
in West Newton real estate in the eastern part of the village

After the construction of Rollins' ten Gothic houses inthe |ate 1840s/

construction slowed. West Newton Hill becanme the nore fashionable place to
reside/ particularly as nore and nore Boston businessmen began to see the
advantage of commuting to hones i n West Newton. I n the 1860s/ the West

Newt on Land Conpany laid out a large parcel of hillside land above Lincoln
Park (see Area D, Putnam Street Historic District). Opposite the new
parsonage for the Second Congregational Church/ two Boston bankers
constructed houses. W <th the increased popularity of West Newton/ Webster
Park received sonme of the spillover. I nthe 1860s/ Franklin Metcalf
(1834-1923)/ a Boston photographer with an office on Washington Street/
noved to 80 Webster Park i n the 1850s: and Charles Sweetland/ a Boston
supplier of shoe trim built a house next door at 92 Webster Park. Rienzi
M Lindley at 144 Webster Street (1855-65)/ was a patternmaker at the
Boston & Al bany Railroad shops i n Brighton (now that part of Boston
bordering Newton Corner).

Neverthel ess/ men who worked i n West Newton still predom natedinthe
Webster Park area. Harvey Brown/ who built 153 Webster Street (c.l1365) for
himself, was a local grocer. In the 1870s, he constructed the house at 69

Webster Park as a rental property. Lydia Dodge, the local granmar school
teacher/ was part owner of 125 Webster Street (1860s). GCeorge H Haynes
(1835-1923)/ a local builder/ built and lived i n successively both the
adjoining houses at 102 Webster Park (1885) and 155-157 Webster Street

(1888). Haynes was also responshile for earlier houses on Cherry Street
and Cherry Place. Thonas Bradley (1844-1926)/ a nason, was another menber
of the local building trades. I n 1900, he constructed the Queen Anne-style

house at 115 Webster Street.

Webster Park's devel opment was primarily a 19th-century phenononen.
Despite the fact that between 1900 and 1940, West Newton's population
nearly doubled, little change occurred inthe district. Webster Park
itself was never extended over Cheescake Brook to Aubumdal e Avenue as
Wadsworth had intended: today the wetlands are protected as part of the
Dol an Pond Conservation Area, and Webster Park has remained a relatively
undi sturbed, i fneglected, cul-de-sac. The village's largest growth
occurred in the 1920s, and one residence, 76 Webster Park, was constructed
facing the park at that time. By contrast, Webster Street has seen a
significant increase intraffic, with the creation of turn-of-the-century
subdivisions immediately to the west of Webster Park. Mst of the lots on
the south side of Webster Street have been subdivided for commercial
purposes along Border Street.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom



Addr ess

Webst er Park
69 Webster Park
76 \WWebster Park
79 Webster Park
80 Webster Park

\Webst er Park
87 \ebster Park
92 Webster Park
95 Webster Park
102 Webster Park
103 Webster Park
111 Webster Park
102-4 \Webster St.
110-2 Webster St.
115 Webster St.
120 Webster St.
125 Webster St.
126-8 Webster St.

\Webster St.
133 Webster St.
141 Webster St.
144 \\ébster St.
152 Webster St.
153 Webster St.
155-7 Webster St.
166 Webster St.

26 propertieswith an area of 501,656 square feet

SBL

33-21-1
33-17-16
33-22- 36
33-17-17
33-22-37
33-22- 38
33-17-18
33-22-39
33-17-19
33-22-40
33-17-20
33-17-21
33-13-5
33-13-4
33-22-10
33-13-3
33-22-9
33-13-2
33-13-1
33-22-4
33-22-3
33-14-2
33-14-1
33-22-2
33-22-1
33-15-14

Newt on, Mass. Multiple Resource Area
VEIBSTER PARK H STARCDO STR CT

Historic Nane

WEBSTER PARK

Frenkl i’l\/etcalf I—bus’
VACANT LOT

Geor ge Haynes House

Thonas Bradl ey House

Nat hani el Fuller House
VACANT LOT
John Bel | anmy House

| |
Set h s School /\

Harvey Brown Hpuge

23 buildings (2 non-contributing)

2 vacant lots
1 Wbster Park

(11.51 acres).

Dat e

1848
1870s
1925

1848
1865 ®

1848

1860s

1909

1885

1847

1847

c. 1848

C 1847

1900

C. 1847 ' .
1860s

early 1800s

1884
C 1852
1855- 65

@ /@@

c. 1865
1888 %
c. 1848

Style

[talianate

G aftsraan/ Col . Rev.
Got hi c® Revi val
Mansard
|

Got hi ¢ Revival
Queen Anne cottage
Arts &Crafts
Queen Anne

Got hi ¢ Revi val

Got hi ¢ Revi val

Got hi ¢ Revi val

Got hi ¢ Revival
Queen Anne

Got hi ¢ Revi val
[talianate

vernacul ar

Queen Anne
[talianate
Italianate |
Clim ReV VN S@d
Mansard

Queen Anne

Got hi ¢ Revi val
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I nven. #

3456

3455
3457

3454
3458

3459
3453
3452
3530
3529
3468
3528
3467
3527

3463
3462
351 11
3525
3461
3460
3524

Area

15, 200
24, 400
49, 974
20, 550
35,521
21, 105
20, 975
17, 003
25, 546
12, 000
27,104
9, 730
15, 675
15, 673
12,100
15,722
14, 300
10, 700
18, 150
11, 000
33, 000
10, 005
10,173
29, 768
11,913
14, 369
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WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
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Webgter Park Historic District (Newton MRA)
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MASSACHUSETTS Working No. e
Fed. Reg. Date: /
Date Due:.
Action: _.i=rACCEPT
CD resubmission .RETURN.
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* Oowner objection Federal Agency:
e appeal
Substantive Review: CH sample *  reguest e appeal CU NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Ssubstantive reasons discussed below
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Chek oe Check one

« excellent || deteriorated « unaltered » original site

« good I lruins altered ¢ moved date.
e« fair I I unexposed

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph

e completeness

e clarity

| | alterations/integrity

| |dates

I | boundary selection -,



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance  onepar”grrap/j;

e summary paragraph

e completeness

e clarity

« applicable criteria

e justification of areas checked

« relating significance to the resource

e context

« relationship of integrity to significance N
« justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

* Maps ' '
¢ Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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