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Address h Norv/ood Street

Historic Haee Kenelum Baker House

Photo (3"x3" or 3'x5". black ad

white) Indicate address of U  Present dv/elling

property on badk of photo.

Staple to left side of form. Original  dwelling
DESCRPTION
Dae 1856
Source Assessor's Records
Style vernacular Italianate

Architect Kenelum Baker, builder
ixterior Wdl Fabric  clapboard

Jutbuildings ' none

jor Alterations (with dates) none

ondition E>:cellent

toved no Dae
reage .26 acre

"Vetting Suburban residential,

UTM REFERENCE H A XI)(aOO, / S'l ORecorded by Bettina Cooper
USGS QUADRANGLE O”X/A"y TOfV ..~ 4 5%0rganization vyjirifhepter Historical Gm
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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) y AA \p.

The Kenelum Baker House is notable as a v/ell-preserved vernacular
Italianate cottage, built by local builder Kendlum Baker and used as his
ovm residence. The Kenelum Baker house therefore meets Criterion Cof the
Kational Register of Historic Places.

ARCHITECTURAL SGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate
other buildings within the community. .- . Xn

The Kenelum Baker House is a center gable Italianate cottage based
on a rectangular plan. |t exemplifies the use of the Italianate style
for a small dv/elling. The boxlike form is capped v/ith_a gable
roof of low pitch, v/ith a broad overhanging comice. The center entrance
is is set v/ithin a shallov/, full-height % led pavilion, embellished with *
a triple-arch frontispiece of latticev/ork. The gable v/indow consists of
a pair of slender, round-headed lights. One-story polygonal bays flank

the center entrance door. The trabeated entrance is flanked by full *
sidelights.
Kenelum Baker, vho built this house as his ov/n residence, v/es an ..

active local carPenter/housewright v/ho vles responsible for the Parker o -
House (c.1850, 7f220), the old Adams School (1857, demolished), and his

ovn house at 4 Norwood Street. The Adams School vies a two-story

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role -onnas played in local or state history ad how the
building relates to the devdopment of the corawnity. Y,

Kenelum Baker, the builder/ovmer of this house, lived here from y'\
1856 until 1888. (In 1850, according to the V/inchester census of that
year, Baker and his v/ife Eliza, both age. 26, v/ere residing on f.lain Street.
Baker, v/ho did the plans and specifications for the Adans School, recom-
mended that the school be built on a Sv/anton Street |ot, rather than on
costlier Washington Street property.

B?/ 1886 the Baker house vias ov/ined by Henry Miller, v/ho vias active
in local affairs, and v/las a founder of the V/inchester Electric Light Co.
in 1888. The Baker House vias later ov/ined by Thomas Macksey, the cemetery
superintendent from 1901 to 1973.

Kenelum Baker, 1856-1885 A PAA " "o-teey X
Henry Miller, 1886-1919 ' - "'« - . -if. e "o :
Thomas Ivlacksey, 1920-195I St -
Annie LlacDougall 1952-62. y P o - e

Frederick Kimball, 1965-1976

akrwhE

BBLIOCGRARHY and/or REHRENES o) : . .4 U
Tax Assessor's Records.

Winchester Town Directories. > XST, o, -
V/inchester Archival Center,files.

M assachusetts State Archives, 1850 Census of V/inchester.
History of V/inchester. by H.Chgpman, 1936, p. 228, 2"9-50, 251.219, 26k, 2959/85



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Conrijnity: Fom No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL  CCTMISSION vfinchester 336
Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Mt « Yiendum Baker House

Indicate each item cn inventory form vAiich is being continued below.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE continued,
frame structure located on Swanton Street, near the comer of V/ashington

Street. The Adams School had been abandoned by 1876, in favor of a
larger new structure farther west on Swanton Street.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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