Form No. 10-300 ,\O- mb \ S |

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR fOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORIC PLACES FEEEP
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED P 22 1977

SEE INSTRUCTIONS INHOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES - COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS
QNAME

JUGTORIC
T fAldLxa. Barton Homestead
AND/OR COMMON

Clara Barton Homestead

QLOCATION A C
S'A /\i/\_) un
STREETS NUMBER v T » " _NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN Clara Barton Road CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Oxford . s> . VICINITY OF 2nd
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Massachusetts 025 Worcester 027

CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENTUSE
—DISTRICT —PUBLIC iiOCCUPIED AGRICULTURE AMUSEUM
JLBUILDING(S) J?PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL —PRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS X.YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC

ABEING CONSIDERED !, _YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
ri rf) ..zoL. ::r3"... JJO."I ¢ NO I'M.UIJ V. )<\ "o, —MILITARY —OTHER
QOWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME

Unxtarxan-Universalist Women's Federation
STREETS NUMBER
25 Beacon Street

aTy. TOWN STATE
B°Ston _  VIONITY CF M assachusetts 02108
HLOCATION OFLEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE .

REASIRY OF DEEDSETC. Worcester County Registry of Deeds

STREETS NUMBER
1 Main Street

aTy. TOMN STATE
Worcester M assachusetts
Q REPRESENTATIONINEXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth
DATE
AAAN —HDERAL 1.STATE —QCOUNTY —l OCAL
DERCITORY KR
SRVEY RECCRDS M assachusstts Historical Commission
aTY. TOWN STATE
Boston

M assachusetts



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
XEXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS ALTERED -MOVED DATE-
_FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Clara Barton Homestead i nOxford i ssited ona corner | ot of about 4/5 acre; set
back 25' from Clara Barton Road and 5" i nfrom Ennis Road.

The house | ot i sapart of thelarger Clara Barton Diabetic canp- The surrounding
area i s woded; thestone wall |ined Clara Barton Road was decl ared a Scenic Road
in 1975 by t he town.

The house i sa sinple "Cape" i nstyle of Ih stories andhas aridge roof with gablest o
the side anda center chimey. Thefenestration i s6/6 andi sframed by wooden blinds.

The facade i sfive bays wide with a center entry. Theentrance i sframed by an arched
lattice-work trellis. Theside elevations are 4 bays deep. O t heeastern sideof
the house i san el 5 bays wi de and 3 bays deep.

e interesting feature of the house i stheinternal well i nthekitchen, ilhe interior
is almost unchanged fromits appearance during Ms. Barton's |ifetime. Theonly change
is asmall caretaker's apartment i na converted shed totherear of t hehouse.

Just east of t hehouse of theClara Barton Homestead i sthebarn. |1 tisasinple 2
story ridgeroofed structure sheathed i nshingles with 6/6 fenestration. Thebarni s
used by t heDi abetic Ganp during t he summer recreation.

Surrounding t hehouse andbarn aretheb5 nodern administration buildings and 9 cabins
of theDiabetic Canp.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Clara Barton Honestead i ssignificant as thebirthplace, and hone f or

thirty-two years, of Clara Barton, founder of theAnerican Red Cross. She

was born here on Decenber 25, 1821 and |ived here until she went t o Borden-
town. New Jersey.

captain Stephen Barton, Clara's father, built thehouse i n 1818. p as
a veteran of t helndian Canpai gns. N

IAie Barton fam |y was promnent i nlocal affairs. Clara taught i nOxford
and it was said "aid(ed) much in...improvingtheschools of thetown." 1In
later years she often returned t oOxford and this house.

In 1921t heUnitarian-Universalist Federation of Vénen acquired t he property
and t heFederation maintains i t as a museumhouse. The house contains
many of t heoriginal Barton Famly furnishings and bel ongings.

"The spot dearest tone, thenost like home, i stheol dhouse
where ny youth was passed, where | played and ronmped andst udi ed,

and as | thought, worked. | thas many atime come tone t o buy
that house and hold i tjust for ol dnenories sake." *

*Barton, Clara; unpiiblished letters

o f
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