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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 
X ^EXCELLENT 

—GOOD 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Clara Barton Homestead i n Oxford i s sit e d on a corner l o t of about 4/5_acre; set 
back 25' from Clara Barton Road and 5' i n from Ennis Road. 

The house l o t i s a part of the larger Clara Barton Diabetic camp- The surrounding 
area i s wooded; the stone w a l l lined Clara Barton Road was declared a Scenic Road 
i n 1975 by the town. 

The house i s a simple "Cape" i n st y l e of Ih stories and has a ridge roof with gables to 
the side and a center chimney. The fenestration i s 6/6 and i s framed by wooden blinds. 

The facade i s f i v e bays wide with a center entry. The entrance i s framed by an arched 
lattice-work t r e l l i s . The side elevations are 4 bays deep. On the eastern side of 
the house i s an e l 5 bays wide and 3 bays deep. 

One interesting feature of the house i s the i n t e r n a l w e l l i n the kitchen, ilhe i n t e r i o r 
i s almost unchanged from i t s appearance during Ms. Barton's l i f e t i m e . The only change 
i s a small caretaker's apartment i n a converted shed to the rear of the house. 

Just east of the house of the Clara Barton Homestead i s the barn. I t i s a sinple 2 
story ridge roofed structure sheathed i n shingles with 6/6 fenestration. The barn i s 
used by the Diabetic Camp during the summer recreation. 

Surrounding the house and barn are the 5 modern administration buildings and 9 cabins 
of the Diabetic Camp. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Clara Barton Homestead i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the birthplace, and home for 
th i r t y - t w o years, of Clara Barton, founder of the American Red Cross. She 
was born here on December 25, 1821 and liv e d here u n t i l she went to Borden-
town. New Jersey. 

captain Stephen Barton, Clara's father, b u i l t the house i n 1818. 
a veteran of the Indian Canpaigns. .,, ^ 

He was 

lAie Barton family was prominent i n local a f f a i r s . Clara taught i n Oxford 
and i t was said "aid(ed) much in...improving the schools of the town." In 
l a t e r years she often returned to Oxford and t h i s house. 

In 1921 the Unitarian-Universalist Federation of Women acquired the property 
and the Federation maintains i t as a museum house. The house contains 
many of the o r i g i n a l Barton Family furnishings and belongings. 

"The spot dearest to me, the most l i k e home, i s the old house 
where my youth was passed, where I played and romped and studied, 
and as I thought, worked. I t has many a time come to me to buy 
that house and hold i t j u s t for old memories sake." * 

*Barton, Clara; unpiiblished l e t t e r s 
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