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OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:
C/n The -Rpverend C.. Chflrlea Vanhe
STREET AND NUMBER:
Trinity EpiscoDal Church, Box 664
CITY OR TOWN: STATE; CODE
Portsmouth Virginia 2S704 ~
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:
City Han
STREET AND NUMBER:
CITY OR TOWN:
Portsmouth Virginia
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TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic American Buildings Survey Inventory

DATE OF SURVEY; 1

*Q- Federal « State

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Library of .Congress

STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Washington

STATE:

D. C



(Clleck One;
Excellent 13 Good Q Fair [ | Deteriorated I | Ruins . Unexposed

CCliecfc  One) (Check One)

tAAT/OIMAL g] Altered . Unaltered . Moved OX Originol Site

(ESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

"T/FITW' A~ original church was erected circa 1762,"ith the

slons being 30" x 60'. It was described by M Mreau de
Saint Mery in his book American Journeys (1789-1794): "Oh the
left side of this street [High] going up from the Market, is
the brick Anglican Church, neat and well kept. It has a rood
loft and benches throughout itsentire length. Next to the
door on both sides are tw benches painted black. These are
for blacks who are not allowed to mx with the white." Itis
thought that St.-Mery's reference to a rood |oft nust have
meant that the pulpit and reading desk were joined to a rood
screen. Stephen P. Dorsey in Early English Churches in America.
| 607-1807 mentions the Anglican church in Portsmouth having a
rood screen. Originally the pulpit was on the north wall of
the church on the nave side of the rood screen near the north
door which, strangely enough, was the main entrance. During
the period when the church was abandoned by Its congregation m
(roughly 1809-1820) the rood screen was renoved and the pulpit m
and reading desk noved to the center of the east wall.
Originally the church had had square, high-backed pews, but in
April, 1822, half of the old double pews were cut down and
"made single, inthe nodern style." Subsequently, the other
half were cut down.

Atln 1828 it was planned to enlarge the body of the church &
by adding ten feet to itswidth. However, after erecting the cz
new wall "when we cane to join this new work to the old, the n
latter was found so injured by cracks and decay the whole had
to be taken down and built new [ike the additions; and so the
entire building was nade new, using for the same only a very
smal| portionof the old materials." **During the 1961 renmodeling
portions of the floor were taken up to clear the debris under
the building. At that time the workmen discovered the outer
wal s of the original structure, laid in Flemsh bond. However,
they found that Instead of the ten feet being added to the
wi dth of the church in 1828 as stated by Dr. W ngfield, that
approxi mately 6 were added to the south, 58" to the north,
and 6'4" to the west. The west wall remains are under the
present chancel steps. The 1828-29 rebuilding of the church
was done with materials salvaged from the old Fort Nelson,
and the walls stuccoed over to hide this somewhat coarse texture

Rev. Wngfield' s description of the church interior continues

This building had, at first, but one gallery for the
organ and choir. The chancel was changed from the east
to the west of the church, and the entrance was put
where formerly stood the pulpit and reading-desk - that
s, when | took charge [1821]. Originally, these stood
on the north side, close to the door, which was the main
entrance to the building, with a cross aisle to a door
opposite leading to the grave-yard. There was one other
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around the wi ndows and doors, gold and maroon-red on the interior
of the Chancel arches, etc."” The annex and tower were added to
the church in 1893 and the quaint old belfry destroyed.

A new "Tracker Action" organ with 23 stops powered by a water
motor was Installed in 1899. This caused problems due to freezing,
poor water pressure, and plugged drains, and the organ was changed
to an electric one in 1938

In 1905 the church was completely redecorated by J. & R Lam
Inc., for $705. The parish house was enlarged by a two-story
addition in 1908. In 1913 the carpets were renoved from the churdh
and the ceramc tile floor which is now inthe aisles and chancel
area was laid. In 1919 flat wall paint was applied to the Intericjr.
However, the next year "the flat paint was covered for a cost of
$2950.00 by a Baltimore firm H Chanber. This was the last tinme
that elaborate stencilling and mural decoration was enployed."”

A new reredoes was dedicated in Decenmber, 1932. It was of
Italian marble, nade in Italy, designed by Seibel Studios of New
York in the Romanesque style. During the 1930's the front pews
were renmoved in the nave to Increase the aisle space for those
receiving Communion. Marble wainscoating was installed around
the sanctuary wall, replacingthe wood, during World Vér | 1.

The Parish House was renovated in 194, but a new parish
house was erected in 1954 Dby the architectural firm of WIlIliams,
Coile and Blanchard; constructionwas by J. B Denny of Norfolk.
The cornerstone of the parish house was laid March 3, 1955.

At this time it was decided to paint the church stucco yellov
to match the new parish house - for nany years the church had beer
painted battleship gray. Also, the west end arches of the Annex
were enclosed to provide additional sacristy sBace; the pews were
painted off-white and the woodwork painted to blend with the wall
In 1960, a new organ from Austin Organ Conpany of Hartford,
Connectlcutt was Installed.

The church was remodeled in 1961. The rubble was renoved
from beneath the church; the front North-South aisle and chancel
ster)s were rebuilt, the gallery was renoved; a new pulpit, choir
railing and console enclosure were Installed; the interior was
repainted, al |l under the direction of Bradford Tazewell of WIIIlan:
and Tazewell, Architects.

The communion table was the tombstone of Ms. MFarland. Thi
1893 additionto the building covered the space in which her grave
was | ocated, and it was preserved in this way. The Italian

GPO 921-724
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oor also in this west end of the church, making in
all three entrances to the church.

The new church was consecrated on Sunday, January 10j'1830. The
steeple or cupola and bell were added in 1830.

In 1840 M. W Butler erected side galleries. In 1842 M.
W Iliam Forbes contracted to alter the pews and doors leadingin-
to the church. The Vestry Roomwas added to the rear (west end)

of the church, and a new organ was purchased from Henry Erben of
New YorKk.

In 1845 unknown changes were nmade in the chancel and a new
pulpit was installed. In 1858 the exterior blinds were renoved
from the windows and screening put in their place. In 1859 the
pews were remodel ed and stalned glass w ndows by Henry Sharp of
New York, were Installed. That sane year, "the outer walls of th?
Church and Vestry room and all the woodwork Including door and
wi ndow frames and sash on the outside to be painted red sandstone
colour including the steeple and belfry (the ball to be guilded,

the 'Franklinrod to be black and pencilled red)." The interior
was painted In fresco.

A newspaper article of September 6, 1884, tells of inprovements
to the church done at that time:

The gallery fronts, stairways, organ, pews and the wood-
work in the vestibule have been colored wal nut and

varni shed. The gas fixtures have been bronzed and the
arch at the chancel has been painted white. A beautiful
and costly Brussels carpet covers the floor of the church.
The pews are uniformy cushioned in red damask. The
chancel chairs have been newly upholstered in red plush
and a red cloth cover, handsomely embroidered, has been
placed upon the communion table. . . . Carpets have been
laid on the floor of the organ loft and side galleries,
and some new furniture has been purchased for the vestryroom

The cornerstone of the "Chapel" or Parish House was [aid on
June 14, 1887; it was designed by Cassell & Cassell of Baltimore.

In 1893 the church was enlarged under the direction of W P
Wentworth of Boston "who had built St. Luke's Church, Norfolk,

and restored St. Paul's, Norfolk." E J. N Stent of New York
was the interior decorator. "As originally painted after the
enl argement, there was a fresco on the sanctuary wall, and nuch

stenciling around the woodwork and wainscoating. The colors,
whi ch became visible in several places during the 1961 remodeling
Included bright yellow walls in the nave with orange Rtenp.i 1i ng
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fCl/ieck One or More as Appropriafe;
Abor iginal I 1 Education . Political
I | Prehistoric r~l Engineering H Religion/Phi.
Historic | Industry losophy
I | Agriculture

|
I | Invention [ Science
H Architecture I | Landscape |

Sculpture
Art Architecture [

Social/Human-
I I Commerce I | Literature itarian
[/  Communications . Military Theoter

I I Conservation Music I 1 Transportation

iTATEMENTs OF SIGNI FIC ANCE

"Portsmouth's historic Trinity Church was erected between
1828 and 1830 on thesite of theoriginal colonial structure
dating from 1762. Located at themain crossroads of the city,
the simple but elegant building has cone t o symbolize this port
town's deep-seated connections with thepast.?

The history of Trinity Church's parish begins i n 1761 when
the Elizabeth River Parish was divided into three parts, with
the area west of the Southern Branch of theriver being create(&
as Portsmouth Parish. The following year a brick church was
erected on spot where thepresent church stands, this beingthe
first Established Church erected i nthis area - Anglicans
formerly had to cross theriver to Norfolk toattend services.
This first church building apparently was not well built: a
description appearlng i ntheVirginia Gazette , Decenber 11, 1766
stated that "A church there, [Portsmouth] buiTt within these
three years i snow ready to tunble downl which has obligedthe
Church Wardens t o advertisei t for repairs.”

From 1809 t o 1821 there were no services held i nthe church
as thecongregation dwindled i nsize and becane scattered - sonf
nmenbers joining other churches. The building, which was being
used as a school house and a Presbyterianmeeting house, fell
Into decay. | n 1821 the church, then consisting of onlyten
conmuni cants, received the Rev. John H W ngfieldas their
mnister, a position he held for fifty years. The church was
repaired i n1823, and i n1825 i t received thenane "Trinity
Church.” I nan 1828 enlargement it was found that the original
fabric was so decayed that it was pulled down and t he present
bui l ding erected.

ADuring the War between t he States, thebuilding was con-
verted into a hospital, with boards being nailed tothetops of
the pews to serve as beds.” The church was repaired after the
war, and on Easter Sunday, 1868, a new menorial w ndow appeared
in thechurch. Given by Rev. Wngfield, thew ndowwas dedicat ed
to nine Portsmouth nmen "Wo Died During the Civil VWar Between
the Years 1861 & 1865 i nDefence of Their Native State Virginia.
Agai nst the lnvasion of theU S Forces." As Portsmouth was
then part of amilitary district, this w ndow offended the Fedeij-al
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITU DE LONGITUDE LATI TUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds  Degrees Minutes Seconds
M/\/ 36 (o] m 1 05 n 760 18I 06"
NE
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APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: Lggg ‘hhan f.P.'n p\ CV o
[LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNT Y/BAtIOAHI
STATE: CODE COUN TY m
A m
COUNTY: 1
COUNTY:
n. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TI TLE:
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commi ssion Staff n
ORGANI ZATION H
Virginia Historic Landmarks Conm ssion March. 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:
Room 1116 Ninth Street State Office Building
CITY OR TOWN:
' Virginia
12. STATE LIAISDN OFFICER CE~TJFICA | ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

| hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

National Local |1
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forces, andan order fromthe Secretary of the Navy orderedt he
wi ndow renoved; failure toconply would result i nthe closing of
the Navy Yard. -Thew ndow was renmoved i n My, 1868, and was
restored”o its place i nJanuary, 1954.

'Trinitfvpchurchyard was for years the only burial ground i n

the town of Portsmouth, andthus contains many ol d tonbstones,
the ol dest extant stone dating froml763. AAA

GPO 921.724
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National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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