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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This plain upcountry farmhouse was constructed ca. 1790 by Byrd Murphy.

Exterior: The small, two-storied clapboard structure has a one-story 
shed porch supported by square plank columns with intercolumnar balustrade 
There are two front doors with one 9/6 window to either side. Shouldered 
brick gable-end chimneys are supported on fieldstone foundations and 
service fireplaces in three of the original four rooms.

The house is constructed of hewn mortise-and-tendon timbers. It ori 
ginally sat on fieldstone pillars and rough course foundation, which has 
since been replaced by cement block.

A wing containing a kitchen with fireplace, bedroom, and bathroom was 
added to the rear of the house after 1900 and is partially contained 
within the earlier shed roof addition. m

Interior; The original house had two rooms downstairs and two above. 
There was no central hall and the stairway opened directly into the larger 
room on each floor. The stairs, formerly enclosed, were reoriented for 
easier passage ca. 1870. The walls are vertically paneled in beaded 
wide boards; the ceiling joists were exposed originally but have since 
been covered with narrow grooved paneling. The larger upstairs bedroom 
has been partitioned to create a central hallway. The mantels in the 
living room and bedroom are original.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Cedar Bluff was constructed by Byrd Murphy, justice of the peace, planter, 
and mi 11 owner.

Architecture: The clapboard house, ca. 1790, is an early example of an 
Upcountry farmhouse, probably of Pennsylvania derivation. Its formerly- 
enclosed staircase and the lack of a central hall indicate a Germanic 
influence that came to the South Carolina Piedmont from Pennsylvania via 
Virginia and North Carolina.

Commerce: Mills Atlas lists Murphy's Grist Mill and Saw Mill on the 
Tyger River. Located just below Cedar Bluff, these mills were operated 
until destroyed by a flood in 1850.

Military: Young S. Bobo, Murphy's nephew, purchased the property in 1867, 
after having served as a lieutenant in the Confederate Army. His 
descendents now own the house.

Political: Byrd Murphy, builder of Cedar Bluff, constructed the house 
on land granted to his father in 1773. Murphy was a justice of the 
peace and justice of the quorum. Young S. Bobo was a Commissioner for 
Union County.
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Mills, Robert. Mills Atlas. Union District. 1938 Edition. 

Index to Compiled Service Records of Confederate Soldiers. National
Archives, Microcopy No. 253.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
) DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
- OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

34 ° 39 ' 47" 81° 44' 34 "
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