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Walnu t G=ove Mo~ 
l'oad between lt;l.•u 
Jock, is the olJ~, 

Ths conqr.gation b 
!or; - no t ellinq ~ 
nearby. A Qu~> : t e::: 
tho Wal~ut Grove . 
to -.eet at the ~.! 

The first pa.q tor ,. 
Paralee Bland ~~il 
Winfield or the R 
of lo.rk.ansas !'.etho 

The property , cnr 
!'letcher Creek,«3 
Janes ~!otes, a~d 

Pu-alee Bland, W3 

Shortly &fte-~~d 
una.ltered ex=p~ 
a t tha reu o~ 1:.!' 

Aft.""r a p.!riod ot 
~~urch, ~inq i~ • 
the creek, but it 

!'ram the begir.ni r.g 
The building , an c : 
uterior is c f s li 
whi~e. It is r e?r 
&r~ constrJcted r 
r iver ~~ s~ngle 

"' 

The front dol.ible d.! 
provi~e t he o~ly e 
beve led u~per and 
that gives attic c 

'T!':e ten wir.dows -
ones with the 1,_ 

The tront r...ep•, ~. 

hiqh. 
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W,s.•-- • ': ::o·1~ !'~~t~st <::-:2:::::!: . locae..a:l en Wl.lr:ut GrO'J"e F.oad (& short ce.lliecting 
r -, • .l t~c·--en Y-1:-:is a.:1d c ·J=li:-.ga.."'le ..,...,_;;s) a!x:lut t~orelve :niles we'1t o~ !J.~tle 
?De,.., is th~ olo!·~s-t ori:;ir~l ~t:Jlc.ooP...i.i..~t Chu-:.-ch b·.1ilding in Pulaski County. 

1"1-.e C')ngregat i on began as a locse:Ly,· -structured 1-!ethodist S :• ,i• ty til!~. t ~:~et 

!or- no t elling how l ·::mg- in tlre!<ti.ld W:Ute Oa.lt Grove ?t;b..~, '.-· School House 
nearb'l. A Qu~-~e=ly ~~=c=ence o= ~~thodist C~~=hes offi cially charte red 
t he lialr.ut Gr ove l'1·~t.hoc:!is>: C:.:.lrciL cP:l !'..:rrch 8, 18'35, but the Churcl: cont inued 
to neet at the W:Ute ~ S-=hool bnlil:ldi ng. 

T!".e first paqtor .,.as the ?.zvere:1d:llil . W. Mills, the secre';ary was Mrs. 
Par~lee 2la~d K~i~e , the Presi~~ Sldar w3S either t he ·R~verend A. W. 
Wir.!ield cr t..-...e Reve=e.."ld 1'-~EO;t. !f':.:.:nt:er , and Char l es Gallo·•<~Y was Bishop 
o! A.r'k:l."lsas ~<?thodism . 

":!-;e p~o;erty , C(1:ts:.s~i:lg o! o~e z-=~e of la.nd l ocated on the west ~an.< of 
Fle tch~r Cre~k , ~as d~eU~ri to th~ ;~rst t rustee9 - Josi~~ }~dersvn White , 
.;J..r.e :J ~:.Jte3 , a'1.:! '::-.c:-.as Elc:_;-~ - ~! Jlvses a ."'ld Re~ecc" Bla:1d . '!he secre ":.ary, 
P..L!'alee B:ar!d , ~ .. ;:>.s t~e da:..tg:1t~r ffl'l tZle Moses 813....-..ds. 

S~rtly a:te~·~(d , ~~3 pres~~t C~i:rli~g W3 S ere=ted a rA h3s r~~in~d 

~.a:~~red ex~~~t ! o= th~ a~d~t~ in t~e 1950 ' s o~ two s~ll classroo~3 
at t.:1e r ea.= oF -che c.~e-ro=·= c h·1--·-!t . 

:..:.u:r a ~er:. :ld oC t::..G:"l llt"'l:.e~ , ~ bl.'ll<. of t1l.e creek e:-od<;!d toward t he 
C'.~ ~~c~ , .. ··-~ . .--<ir.q 1. 1

- nec~s:-; a....-y t :) ease ~~<:! t ·.li:din:t o·Fe:= S ·!ve=al feet frora 
t he c=~?~ , t~t it se~s o~ tr~ c-·~:~~1 fo~a~icn of field sto~e . 

F::-::::t t~t! l::e~i r ... ·-tir.g :!.. ~ 1"-'~4 ~z::. "E.'Z)'""7l !""ar a ::d u~ -:~ a3 the WGJ.ln~~ Grv·.re C:"lurc~ . 

~~e Cuildi~; , ~, c~i ~~~J! c~~-=-~ r~~al ~ousa oi wor~~?, ' t~c~~ ~~3~ . The 
ex~erior is c! s!.:t.:;:'\':ly = ;J:'!:1'!.- ~.:;...-r:1 cla::_;.bo:t.-:-d th.Jt: has al·.a~,a.ys c~e:."\ f.linted 
tt:Ur.a. It is re~ .. !":;,_;~ t:.a.:ive c"t __ ...,_d t:rpic..:1l, r~:al p~l..l.= bullc'"ir~; c.f t..."lis 
are~ c ons:.r..1.-:t.c.d r.~.:t.: ~~e t-....;.-n c.! t.he c~1tury. TM o:i-= ·~al r oo f '•'3S ha.nd­
r i·,~ r ·.p..>eci s:1ir.git::.s, O".lt. !1:1.s b-.=~ r~.?laced '"'i~ co:n.?Osi :.ior. s:l ingles . 

~.e front d::t;.b:e d::)Ors, lcc.:t-:.ed: ~'!\ t h.t! f...l.:~:::n cf ~h.e C':!r.ter '4~s:: -:...all, 
~~ovide th~ c~ly c~"'\::3..-"'!Ce :..:1~0 ~~-15 E:l.nc.t.~.ry . :-:~ay 3rG ~~eled 1 ~i~~ 
~eveled t.rpe:- a nd : ~..,-'.! r .:.."" . .:;-et$. ~·.re t.it.!, is a t.o? f"::>l.r.~ed louvr~ 
t.:'"\d~ gi ves a :.uc cir~-~:a:..:..o::t .. 

r.~a t e n \iir .. dows - :.:. ·.~.J: en t:.ach s:: .:!.a o~ t:; .. ~ !:n .. .:.j..~inq - ~re long- paned 
cnea wit.., t:ie ia•er .:..t . .;!-1 !o= :-a.!..:i.!..t:.g t..:J al..!' c ·..:":. t ::e bui:cting .. 

-::..-a !=ont at.eps, 
:._g:'\ . 

• 

:r,; • .!,._ o: r.aa-:r.f :;::.an.j(s, a=a t..h.I~ t.re~c!s ar.d three r isers 
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STATEMENT OF Sl<;i~IIFICANCE 

During this bicent~~ial year, w 
thi~xing , the Methodist dP.onooir~ 
historic edifices in ~~ric~. n~ 
eor.ti.nued co::mrJnity and· church t.. 

value~ to be cherish~d ar.j p~e j: 

Waln~t Grove is in the process c 
to its oriqirv..l a;roea rance '!!.it~ 

possible. Since t ha deno~~r.at~c 
othnrs ~re providing so~~ money, 
First Methcd~st Church of d~~tc 
and. working with sor>e of the l tk 
this hi!:toz:i= ye=. 

The state of pre,.ervation of t :U. w 
rural setting, is excellent. 

Walnu t Grove !'.ethodlst Church has 
Creek for nP.arly a century , as ~ t 

has been open to all people at al . 
purpos-es. 

Many descend:mts of these early ! --.:­
as vell as local residen~s, are i • 
lar~rk , believing a3 t..~1y do, 1 ~ 

__.., 



... , .. .. 
~.= .. .. • 

' ........ .. 
• # 

--------~~~--~·~·--( 

1 ~ Uu I 
111(}G. JV..: .> ~_. . 

l~~t ·: ·~ ... :J .. 
,( £5 

1a£11 
8 

I'Au£ 1 _ 

· served the r~ral Pulaski 
ly a century. Churches · 
e>elo~~en t of co~~unit ies 
th-centur7 se ttin~. ~heir 

In addition to the religious 
served as the center !or 

The Wa lnut Grove Church 
Ferndale in jus r. such a way , 
~ea of s~~ial d~velc~ment. 

e~be rs of the co~gregation. 
~~se it is an excell en t ex­
~cular religious cuilding 
rigin~ lly a oGe - rocm fr~~e 
l::.rc..: il u:l.s Gustained only minor 
x i srence. The exterior 
l~3srcc~s to the r ear 
~~l~ s with asbestos sh : r.g l es . 
~alls and floors of pine 

cing ~he church a re the 
~en r~iat:d, stained or 

red by ~ern~ers of t he 
~ntinue to be an i~pcrtant . 
r scrvice3 are held once 
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The interior is walled and ceiled, entirely with wood planks and have been 
pai.u"-....ed w~te. A wall ladc!er prO'rides access to t..'l.e attic. 

The old pews are the real .hallmark of the authenticity of this l.mdmark. 
They .are made of wide pine pla:'lk.<>, one e~ch for t.."te seat and back, a nd 
3re put together with square nails , and neatly finished with plain ~th 
l!lOl::!.ing sa'o-ed 1:-y a local saw mill. ThP.y rerr.ain in the natural, nevet 
having been stain~d, painted or varnished . All told, they provide seating 
for al:out 80 or 90 persons . 

The 'floors are of old, four-inch, planed plank floorir.g. 

There is an old brick flue for a wood-burning stove against the insid& 
wgst: wall . 

The cr..::~ncel is a sinple 1-.omena!e co:mtry 1"'-tle, the top railing being a 
~ 'b<>..am , with vertical ru.•·1gl' att.:lched to it. · . A l0>1er beam secured to 
tha £loor of a t~:1- inch high plat:or.n, extenda forward a bit to 
prO?~~~ a Yn~~~!~g altar. 

The p.1lpi t in tha center of t..lle ;?l.st.:o:rm, is Jnado from ~e wooden parts of 
tha original ch~rc!1 organ. 

5eV!!!.:::al l ovely church appurtenar.ces, cir fu..--nishings, the old "'all ::eflector­
bacirled l<~o:;er.e l a...-ps , tt-.e central !-.anginq oil la:up, and an antique 
s ecret.:lry u;;e<i for keeping raco::d<t~!'ld litera~e, !lave beel'l preserved, 
t.ha!:::;h va:".dali.= has caus~ ~ des tructic-n . 

Mo3t: r>f the r e=rds o! t..'le c h•.1rch , ""!Uch inclU<!es tl:'.a n.L"l!e9 o! l!l.inisters, 
pre:>i..dinq eldl-r:;, bishop'S, !l\c~rt. c.-n financial a:~ other data, f rocn the 
b<>-<.>'..r-'lir.g, a.:e in good cor.<htion. 

A:t cl.d. b:aclc; wal~': tree, abou t a'l old as t ho ci'.u.rch, at.ar.da jn ~M yard, 
&s --11 ail n~erous roobuC and d~...ood tr&e'J. !'!.mi wild tl~s &lJCh as 
ori.s;Ulta iris , deer t ongue, :i:nd.;an pinlc:s c;r~.., alonq t .he cree:C bank . 

't'he creek itsel:', continues to f '!.ov t"w! year a ro'.ll'\d., and ia tOO -ter 
source of several. swi."::l>:!.r.q holes a.M d .uba a .l.or.q t ho country si<U. 
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and 't-.ave b~n 

;t t hi s l ar.rl:na.rk . 
~ o.:ld t:.:.oc~ . a nd 
wiL"' plain r.>::>Oth 
.1 tu= al , ne·1er 
ey pro·tide e~atinq 

r;st ~he inside 

ni::: ng J:.e ing a 
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CO 'iT! NUATIO'f S -!.S·L. ITE!'.' NUM!:lE R 7 ~~2---------------------' 
T!'lese .. ·=e t::.~ c!ays of the ea.rly cir=it riders, and since none of t."'e 
Slllall ~al c::::O~rches c ould s'lpj?Ort a on i.n.ister by it:..3elf, se·.reral ch=c~es 
ve re ninis·t:='2rl to !ly one p::tstor, ha·. inq on<> Su:-rlay ==lnq worship se.cvice 
e ach month, ar..d a s=er r evi•lal each ye:l.r. Sunc!ay school ~o-a s an cv;;,ry 
Ennday e ·.r~"i~, ~2ld by t!le t::enbers the=eh·es. Co=r.ity singing,an 
occasior~l E~eral service , p=aycr ~eeting and BLbla study clas3es have 
been t he o==2rs of the day from t~e to t i~~ - kn evening vesper service 
i s helC. ev;;:ry third Sunday e·ten ing at 6: 00 , at t his t L"12 . 
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c':'XIis= C~TJrc!:, locat'o/.l C!l H<!lnut <::rove Po"'~ !~ shot't cc ~:.ecting 
~-: i s snd E 1rl tn';3-""h! i'~ds) a~ut twelve mile3 ·,.,e:.t o~ LJ.ttle 
· =·JSt ori<;~r.dl 1-'~t.h<Y...ist Chu~ch l:; ·.lilding in ?alasT.i County. 

"'began as a looiiely s~..1ct•~red Methodist S . .;•J.,.. t y that =.et 
·.g t,ow lo::q - in th~ old ~i te O<llt Gro:te Pub .. '· School !-!<:tu1e 
·te=l? Co~!ere~ce of ~ethodi~t ~~hes of~icially c~~ rt~~e1 
'!! ~ct:hod~sC Church O:l l'.arC~l 8, 18'35, cut the C'!',urch cont i:.'.led 

...-:-.it.e OAlc School bui!:li.n;. 

the ?P-verend W. W. Mills, ~~e secre~ry ~as Mrs. 
the Presi~i~g Eldar w~s Pither the P~vere~d A. W. 

~~~~., ~unter , and C'narles C~ll~~y •as B~shop 

.. ..,::s!.st:inJ of c:'le a-::re of land located on t he west !:lank of 
~~s =~~!cd to t~d f irst trustees - Josi~~ ~ndersun ~,ice, 

.·:! : :-.o=s f>lc..-:d - '::.y !J.oses a;-,d febeccrl. Bland . '!'he s'O!cre':ary, 
,.-~ ~ the C3•.1ghte= ("! th~ tJ.oses Bla:lds .. 

. -c , t~,~ I=res.e .. 'lt buil~:ing ""35 erected a:ld has re:::air.ed 
~ ! ~· r~e a1C~tioh in the 1350's o! t~ s~ll ~la3sroc~s 
-:~." one-roo:n c'1:rrch. 

_ . l-.ich v:H:.er, the h3"1k of L'le c:reelt eroded toward the 
!.t. ~.,ces za..--y tJ e..1se the l:ui~dir.g eve-:- se·<~eral teat fro:1 
~~ se~ en ~e origir~l fo~ation of fi~ld sto~e. 

.r.o i>; la:. t>un kno'om far a,...d · v: ~r. B'J the W!.in:~t G.::-ove C.'1=c!1. 
:t c:-iqir..41l o~P.-~0.::!1 r.1ral ~cuse oi wor~hip, ' f-,;~a '-it! S7:. T!'te 
:;: :. ;~.':ly r O".J:j~. - ~awn cla?bcard t :1.at has alw:1ys b"!en Pain-:ed 
~ ?!"~~r.ta:.lve oi t he! t:,.t-Jical , rura l P'~lic t.u.i~C l.r.g o! t.::1.is 
J r.odar t..'-,;t C'-l!'n o! t h,; cu1tury. '!'M crigir.al =x.f was t'.3r.d ­
~les, ~~t has t e en re?laceJ w •~'l co:posicion sn~nJles . 

e doe-rs, locatPd i~ t~ f~~4dn o~ tha center we5~ ~all, 
'! e:~tra.-.::e l.nto t!"!e sanccuary . ·:::~ ey cs :;>ar:QleJ, ··i~'l 

r-;d l~~r i , Jet.J. Al:t'Jve t...'Le• is a top p~.inted :cu·1r~ 
·.; ci.rcu!a':. l.on . 

- :ive C:\ t:.\c!\ side o! t!:\a b~lGin.:; - a.:e long~·~r9d 
~~:r sash for !'"3 tsln g tj .!i: c~- t he bui:d.ir.q. 

, r.t~-'!-!. ot ha;wy plar.k<i, ara ~luee trea<!s a..'\d ~;.:,.,_ risers 
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S':'~T"EMEr!T OF s :G';f:;:!CANCE 

Durin1 this bicentcr!:1i.al. year, whe:l authem:ic history is so truch i'il ou.r 
thinking , the Methodist :!~c::c::~i .. .a"::ioa is r estoring hundreds of it s 
historic edifices in A.=rica, r.ot for thos e v alue::s alone , but f.or 
continue d cc=mity .a:-J:! cC!urch use . 'r."le aesthetic and nost3.l<;ic are ~. lso 

val~es to be cheri :;hed a::d preserved • 

•l 

Walnut Gro·:e is in the p=ocess of a f~ct>-litt.L"l<;, ooir.g co:::ple~_"'.y rest.r.red 
to its original .:1,?!-E:l.ra:l-=e 'Wtith a3 r..!r!:' of its original furni shin;s es 
possible. s~nce the C:e::o,::ir:ation is C·~•~-,ectic:r:.al in its origin and policy, 
o':.h!!rs are pro·ricir..; so:r.e r .or. '!y , -;:<ill a:-.d zr.ar.pc-.:e r to b<ing this ahcut. 
First !•·L!ti"'..cd..l.s;: Chv.r-c~ of Ci7..mtc•,~~-n Lictle F...oci<: is a+; prP.s~nt finar:c"l.ng 
a nd worki.r.g 'Ji -::!"1 sor:e of o:.h.! Ideal people t:> co~:.ete thio effort duri:;1 

t....~ S his-toric ~·~ar . 

The sta~e of p~e5~~13ti~n of this au~-hentic place of wors~ip, in a ccmpl~te!y 
rJral s~tting , i3 cxcella~t . 

Walnut Grove Methodist Ch~r::h has s~ocd o~ trjs pl~t alo~gside Fle~h~r 
Creek for nea.::-ly a c~ntu=Y, a~ A s~ntin~l of the C~istian faith, ~~ 
has c~en open to all pev?le at all ti~s for ~~~'tity ~>d re ligio~s 

F~rposes. 

!o!a-.y d~scenda:-:ts of tr.esa e;u-ly !~"lilies l .h-inq in A:k'L<Sas a.:vl els ·!Where, 
as well as local re3idents, are i~teres~ed in ~reservir~ thio bis:ori~ 
la:-:d::-.ark , belie·ring a3 they co, in i<:s au~nti:: wort.h.in~cs. 
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y..-J/· 
'l'l1e Walnut Grove Methodist Churr.h has served the rural Pulaski 
Cou~~Y community of Ferndale !or nearly a century. Churches 
have alw~ys been sign ificant to the development o! communities 
oK ~rkansas , but in a rural, ninet ~enth-century setting, their 
il:::;po rtanc.e was even more pronounced. In addition to the religious 
!CDctions , the church building often . served as the center tor 
soci~l . educational and civic ~!fairs. The Walnut Grove Church 
ba1 lding has se r ved· the cc~unity of Ferndale in just $UCt a way, 
and is therefore significant in the area of s:>cial develc·pment . 

Th9 buildin~ was erected · in 1888 by members of the congregation . 
I t i s ~rc h itecturally sig4ificaut because it is an excellent ex­
a=ple of a well - preserved rur~l. vernacular religious building 
of l::~.te ninet eenth cen tary origin. Originally a one-room frame 
st::rnctu.re with \Woden shiag;l>::!s, tha church ilas oustained only minor 
a.l..:erations in its eighty-!line y~ar eltistence. The eltterior 
~en chan~ed by the addition of two classrooms to the rear 
acd the r ep lacerr.en t of tte wooden shingles with asbestos sh!ngle&. 
T~ interior con tains origiual wooden walls and floors of pine 
whic h have been painted white. Enhancing the church are the 
or~ginal pine pe•s which have never been ~~inted , stained or 
varnished. 

The Walnut Grove Church is be i n6 restored by me~~ers of the 
ChQr ch and community so that it can continue to be an important 
part o! the community. Regular vesper s<rvices are held once 
a conth. 
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! __ ·; : : ,-::_ ;.) STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INT ERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Ul'riONA:L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
·vENTORY --NOMINATION FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES-- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

~N.tuviE 
HISTORIC 

Walnut Grove Methodist Church 

AND / OR COMMON 

~--------------------------------------------------------------------------~------m!LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Walnut Grove Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Little Rock 
STATE 

~rkapsas 

OcLAsSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP 

_PUBLIC 

.XPRIVATE 

_VICINITY OF 

CODE 

05 

STATUS 

_OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

CATEGORY 

_ DISTRICT 

x.-BUILDINGISl 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH X..WORK IN PROGRESS 

__ SITE 

_OBJECT 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 

_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

X..YES: RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_No 

~OvVNER OF PROPERTY 

_NOT FO:l PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

SeconJ 
COUNTY 

Pulaski 
CODE 

039 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE 

_COMMERCIAL 

__ MUSEUM 

_PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL __ PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_ENTERTAINMENT ~-.R E LIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRI A L 

_MILITARY 

_SCIENTIFIC 

- TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER : 

NAME 
United Methocl.ist _ Church, Dr. Ed Dur!lap, District Superintendent 

STREET & NUMBER 

715 Cente:c 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

----------~L~i~t~t-l~e--?~D~c~~~-------------~~~-V-IC-IN_I_TY_o_F ______________________ ~A~r~Y.~a~w~s~a~s~--------~--

tmJI.OCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Pulaski County Court.>.ouse 
STREET & NUMBER 

------·------'-'M""a""'r~kh.s<_m an.~d~S"-'p"-'r"-'1,_,· n'-'-'g:l---~---------------
ciTY. TOWN STATE 

tJ~ REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS . 
TITLE 

--------------
DATE 

~J~POSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

_FEDERAL _ STATE _ COUNTY _ LOCAL 

STATE 
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5 DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

_EXCELLENT _DETERIORATED 

x_GOOD _RUINS 

_FAIR _ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XORIGI NAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Walnut Grove Methodist Church, located on Walnut Grove Road (a short connecting 
road between Kanis and Burlingame Roads) about twelve miles west of Little 
Rock, is the oldest original Methodist Church building in Pulaski County. 

The congregation began as a loosely structured Methodist Society that met 
fo:t;: - no telling how lqng ·- in the old White Oak Grove Public School House 
nearby. A Quarterly Conference of Methodist Churches officially chartered 
the Walnut Grove Methodist Church on Harch 8, 1885, . but the Church continued 
to meet at the White Oak School building. 

The first pastor was the Reverend W. W. Mills, the secretary was Mrs. · 
Paralee Bland White, the Presiding Elder was either the Reverend A. W. 
Winfield or the Reverend Andrew Hunter, and Charles Galloway was Bishop 
of Arkansas Methodism. 

The property, consisting of one acre of land located on the west bank of 
Fletcher Creek,was deeded to the first trustees - Josiah Anderson White, 
James Motes, and Thomas Bl~nd- by Moses and Rebecca Bland. The .secretary, 
Paralee Bland, was the daughter of the Moses Blands. 

Shortly afterward, the present building was erected and has remained 
unaltered except for the addition in the 1950's of two small classrooms 
at the rear of the one-room church. 

After a period of high water, the bank of the creek eroded toward the 
church, making it necessary to ease the building over several feet from 
the cr~ek, .bu~ ~t sets on the orig~nal foundation of field s~o~~-

From the :t?egi!lni.ng it has been known far and wide as the Walnut Grove Church. 
The buildi~g, ' an original one-room rural house of worship, ':fa~~s · ~~st.' The 
exterior is of slightly rough-sawn clapboard that has always been painted 
white. It is representative of the typical, rural public building of this 
area constructed near the turn of the century. The original roof was hand­
river wood shingles, but has been replaced with composition shingles. 

The front double doors, located in the facade of the center west wall, 
provide the only entrance into the sanctuary. They are paneled, with 
beveled upper and lower insets. Above them is a top pointed louvre 
that gives attic circulation. 

The ten -.rindows - five on each side of the building - are long-paned 
ones with the lower sash for raising to air out the building. 

The front steps, made of heavy planks, are three treads and three ris e r s 
high . . 
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The interior is walled and ceiled, entirely with wood planks and have been 
painted white. A wall ladder provides access to the attic. 

The old pews are the real hallmark of the authenticity of this landmark. 
They aLe made of wide pine planks, one each for the seat and back, and 
are put together with square nails, and neatly finished wi·th plain smooth 
molding sawed by a local saw mill. They remain in the natural, never 
having been stained, painted or varnished. All told, they provide seating 
for abcut 80 or 90 persons. 

The floors are of old, four-inch, planed plank flooring. 

There is an old brick flue for a wood-burning stove against the inside 
west wall. 

The chancel is a simple homemade country style, the top railing being a 
wood beam, with vertical rungs attached to it. - ·; A lower beam secured to 
the floor of a ten-inch high .platform, extends forward a bit to 
provide a kneeling altar. 

The pulpit in the center of the platform, is made from the wooden parts of 
the original church organ. 

Several lovely church appurtenances, or furnishings, the old wall reflector­
backed kerosene ·lamps, the central hanging oil lamp, and an antique 
secretary_used for keeping records and literature, have been preserved, 
though vandalism has caused some destruction. 

Most of the records of the church, which includes the names of ministers, 
presiding elders, bishops, members and financial and other data, from the 
beginning, are in good condition. 

An old black walnut tree, about as old as the church, stands in the yard, 
as well as numerous redbud and dogwood trees . . Many wild flowers such as 
oristata iris, deer tongue, Indian pinks grew along the creek bank. 

· The creek itself, continues to flow the year around, and is the water 
source of several S\vimming· holes and clubs along the country side. 
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These were .the days of the early circuit riders, and since none of the 
small rural churches could support a minister by itself, several churches 
were ministered to by one pastor, having one Sunday morning worship service 
each month, arid a summerrevival each year. Sunday school was an every 
Sunday event, held by the members themselves. Community singing,an 
occasional funeral service, prayer meeting and Bible study classes have . 

_been the orders of the day from time to time. An evening vesper service 
is held every third Sunday evening at 6:00, at this time. 

.. 

i 
i 
i 
I 
I . 
l 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I . 

I 
' 

i 

i 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
l 

i 
I 
j 

I 
.I 



~j SI!;NIFICANCE 

PE!-liOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_..f'REHISTORIC _ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

<100- 1499 _ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION _lAW 

J0- 1599 -..-AGRICULTURE _ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_.ciOO- f699 -..-ARCHITECTURE _EDUCATION _ MILITARY 

_1700-1799 _ART _ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

.X..1 800-1899 _CQMM ERCE _EXPLORATIDN/ SETILEM ENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_1900- _COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY _POL(TICS/ GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

~RELIGION 
_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_ TRANSPO.RTA TION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1880 to 1888 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT The people themselves 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE . 

During this bicentenn~al year, when authentic history is so much in our 
thinking, .the Methodist · deonomination is restoring hundreds of its 
historic edifices in America, not for those values alone, but for 
continued community and church use. The aesthetic and nostalgic are also 
values to be cherished and preserved. 

Walnut Grove is in the process of a face-lifting, being completely restored 
to its original appearance with as many of its original furnishings as 
possible. .Since the denomination is connectional in its origin and policy( 
others are providing some money, skilL and manpower to bring this about. 
First Methodist Church of downtown Little Rock is at present financing 
and working with some of the local people to complete this effort during 
this historic year. 

The state of preservation of this authentic place of worship, in a completely 
rural setting, is excellent. 

Walnut Grove I-J.ethodist Church has stood on this plot alongside Fletcher 
Creek for nearly a century, as a sentinel of the Christian faith, and 
has beenopen tg all people at all times for community and religious 
purposes. 

Many descendants of these early families living in Arkansas and elsewhere, 
as well as local residents, are interested in preserving this historic 
landmark, believing as they do, in its authentic worthiness. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

The attached property, Walnut Grove Methodist Church, in 
Pulaski County, Arkansas, reference number 77000273, was 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper 
of the National Register on 09/28/1977, as evidenced by the 
FEDERAL REGISTERIWEEKL Y LIST notice of Tuesday, February 
7, 1978, Part II, Vol. 43, No. 26, page 5171. The attached 
nomination form is a copy of the original documentation 
provided to the Keeper at the time of listing. 

S :/nr _ nhl/.ijoecke/ archives/inventoriesandfrc/certificanletter/ certify letter 



Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name County, State Reference Number 
Walnut Grove Methodist Church Pulaski, Arkansas 77000273 

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry: 

_X_ Nomination Form (Photocopy from NR and SHPO Present) 

_Photographs 

_USGS Map 
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uNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

DNAME 
HISTORIC 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

Walnut Grove Methodist Church 

AND/OR COMMON 

IJ LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN Ferndale _VICINITY OF COUNTY Pulaski STATE Arkansas 

II MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE U.S.G.S. 

SCALE 1:24,000 

0 REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

l.PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 

DATE 1963 

INT: 2986-75 





ARKANSAS HISTORIC 

PRESERVATiON PROGRAM 

Suite 500, Continental Bui lding, Main and Markham 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 Telephone: (501) 371 ·2763 

Novew~er 12, 1976 

Dr. Ed Dunlap, District Superintendent 
Methodist Building 
723 Center 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

Dear Mr. Dunlap: · 

Re: Walnut Grove Methodist Church 
. Pulaski. County 

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing a National 
Register nomination for Walnut Grove Methodist Church which will be presented to 
the Arkansas State Review Committee at their December meeting. If approved, the 
nomination will be submitted to the National Register office in Washington for 
final consideration. 

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, buildings , 
objects and districts from all across the country that are worthy of preservation . 

Entry in the National Register is an honor which places no obligation on a private 
O\mer. It does, however, provide protection through comment by the Advisory Coun­
cil on Historic Preservation from federally financed, assisted or licens ed proj ects 
that might affect a National Register property. 

If you have any questions concerning the program or your property' s nomina tion, 
please contact Donna DuVall of our staff. 

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, sign and 
return the original to our office. The copy is for your files. We would appreciate 
receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination of this property. 
If we do not hear from you within 30 days, your approval will be assumed. 

Sincerely, 

~1A. LJa-s-!JilAQ 
Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program 

BW:emf 

I approve of the above property being nominated 
to the National Register of Historic Places 
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