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Walinut Crove Mathodist Cm ::::. Iocaitied on Walnut Grove Road (2 short ce.necting
£o:3 batween ¥anis and Burlingame Fsweds) about twelve miles west of Listle
Pock, is the clilest o:-g-r.al Matholicat C.hurch' bailding in Pulaski County.

The congregation began as @ locsely structured Methedist S:ivty that met
for = no telling how long - in the: @ld White Oak Grove Pubi’~ School House
rearby. A Qus_~erly Conference of Methodist Churches oifficially chartered
the Walnut Growve Mathodist Chuarch en March 8, 13885, but the Church continued
to meet at the White Cak School bmiiliding.

The first pastor was the Raverendt W. W. Mills, the secretary was Mrs.
Paralee Bland White, the Presidimg Eldar was either the Ravarend A. W.
winfield or the Reverend Amdr-ew Eiunter, and Charles Galloway was Bishop
of Arkansas Methodism.

The property, consisting of one acre of land located on the west dbank of
Fletcher Cre=k,was dz2eded to th= First trustees - Josiah Anderscn Whita,
Jarmes Motes, and Thomas Bland — By Moses and Rebecca Bland. The secretary,
Paralee Bland, was the dauchter «f the Moses Blands.
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2fter 2 period of high wazer, th= bank of the creek eroded toward the
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The front dcuble doors, located in the facaZe cof tha canter west wall,
provida the cnaiy entrance into ®ia isanctuary. They ars nareled, with
veveled upper and lower insers. ZJAbcve them» is a top pointed louvre
that gives aitic circulationm.

Tha ten windows = €ive on each =ide of tha ?
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ones with the lower sish for raising to air out the building.

The €roat steps, mvae.of heavy planks, are three treads and three risers
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The interior is walled and ceiled, entirely with weod planks and have been
painted white. A wall ladder provides access to the attic.

"

The ©ld pews are the real hallmark of the authenticity of this landmark.
They are made of wida pine planks, cne each for the szat and back, ard
are put together with square nails, and neatly finished with plain smooth ¥
moiding sawed by a local saw mill. They remain in the natural, neve:r
having been stained, painted or varnished. All told, they provide seating ] s
for about 80 or 90 persons. * 4 v

The floors are of old, four-inch, planed plank floorirg.

There is an old brick flue for a wood-burning stove against the inside
wast wall.

The chancel is a simple homemale country giyle, the top railing being a
wood beam, with vertical rungs attached to it. . A lower beam secured to
the floor of a tan-inch high platform, extends forward a bit to

prowice a kneeling altar.

The pulpit in the center of the platform, is made from te wocden parts cof * 'S
the coriginal church organ.

Sewveral lovely church appurtenarces, or furnishings, the old wall reflector-
backad kerosene lawps, tha central hanging oil lamp, and an antique
secratary used for keeping records-and literatures, have been preserved,
thoush vandalism has caused scme destruction. =

‘ oy
Most of the records of the church, which includes the names of ministers,
presiding elders, bishops, memberi amd financizl and cther data, from the
beginning, a‘e in good condition.

‘An ©14 black walw~:~ tree, about a3 cld as the church, stards in the yard,
as well 23 numercus radbud and docgwood trees. Many wild flowers suc§ as
oristata iris, deer %ongue, Indian pinks grew along tha creek bank.

The creck itsslf, continues to flow the ysar around, and is ths water {45
sourca of several swimming holes and clubs aiong the country sida. e
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&
These were th= days of the early circuit riders, and since none of the

small rural clrirches could suppeort a minister by itself, several churches

were ministerad to by cone pastor, having one Sunday morning worship secvice
each month, and a surmmer revival each year.
Sunday ev

Sunday schocl was an every
Cemawrity singing,an
occasional funmeral service, prayer meeting and Bibla study classes have: i@
been the ordzrs of the day from time to time. An evening vesper service :
is held ev=ry third Sunday evening at 6:00, at this time.

=, kald by the members themselvas.
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Walnut Grove Methodist Church has stood on this plot alongsida Fletcher
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§
ing it haz kr nd vl e ¥a1nat Grow hurch. } s i
A% besn. known far and v- 58 w8 the ¥ainat Grove Chacch has been open to all psople at all times for vommnity and religicus

. . . ¢ .
n criginal one-roua rural house or worship, faces west. The e

3 % sy 1ZPO .
ightly rough-zawn claphcard that has always baen painted | F

2ar tha turn cf the cantury. The coriginal rocf was hand- Many Sescendaice of ;‘-.ase s gar:ilie: 11;’1:19 i: k}.{'ms::i‘ﬁuei:::ieze'

jles, but has been rsplaced with composition saingles. as wsll as local residents, are interested in pheserelio 8 bistoris
ndmark, believing as they ¢o, in its authantic worthinass.

2 doars, located in the facade of the center west wall, i -

¥ entrance into the sanctuary. They ars paneled, with ~

nd lowsr inset3. Above thew is a top rointed lourra

< circulation.

N

= five ca each side of the huilding - are long~paned
Swer sash for raising to 2ir cut the building. - A

» mad2 of heavy planks, ars threa treads and thres risers i

W




are 2120

‘>
. e g
- - .
g _—
-8
'Y
-
K !’}
:‘ 14

f,

Sl L

-
o . .
- - - - o
e | e . c:
4 R g
- : &, g M
o A *
e T it e
.- 1o 74 2 »
UNITZE2 STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERICR FCA RP3 USE ONLY .
NATIONAL PARK SEAVICE l g f
-, [recenves JUN I‘ﬁﬂ
NATIONAL REGISTER OF KISTORIC PLACES s e :
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM JEENTENZD __ C£p. 23 1073
COMMT NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER R PAGE 1

ﬁﬁj>'

Th= ¥Walnut Grove Methodist Church has served the rural Pulaski
Couaty community of Ferndale for nearly a century. Churches

hawe always been significant to the development of communities

of Arkansas, but in a rural, nineteenth-century setting, their
importance was even more promounced. In addition to the religious
fanctions, the church building often served as the ceanter for
social, educational and civic wffairs. The Walnut Grove Church
building has served the community of Ferndale in jus®: suck a way,
aerd is therefore significant in the area of social develcpment.

The buildinZz was erected in 1838 by members of the corgregation.
It is architecturally significact because it is an excellent ex-

. a=ple of a well-preservad rural, vernacular religious tuilding
of late nineteenth century origin. Originally a one-room frame
structure with wooden skingles, the church has sustained only minor
alteraticns in its eighty-nine year existence. The exterior
b2e=a changed by the addition of two classrooms to the rear
and the replacement of the wooden shingles with asbestos shingles.
The interior contzins original wooden walls and floors of pine
which have been painted white. Enhaacing the church are the

original pine pews which have never been gainted, stained or
varaished.

The Walnut Grove Church is being restored by members of the
Charch and community so that it can continue to be an impcrtant

part of the community. Regular vesper services are held once
a month.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Walnut Grove Methodist Church, located on Walnut Grove Road (a short connecting
road between Kanis and Burlingame Roads) about twelve miles west of Little
Rock, is the oldest original Methodist Church building in Pulaski County.

The congregation began as a loosely structured Methodist Society that met
for - no telling how long - in the old White Oak Grove Public School House
rearby. A Quarterly Conference of Methodist Churches officially chartered
the Walnut Grove Methodist Church on March 8, 1885 “but the Church continued
to meet at the White Oak School bulldlng.

The first pastor was the Reverend W. W. Mills, the secretary was Mrs.
Paralee Bland White, the Presiding Elder was either the Reverend A. W.
. Winfield or the Reverend Andrew Hunter, and Charles Galloway was Bishop
~of Arkansas Methodism. '

The property, consisting of one acre of land located on the west bank of
Fletcher Creek,was deeded to the first trustees - Josiah Anderson White,
James Motes, and Thomas Bland - by Moses and Rebecca Bland. The secretary,
Paralee Bland, was the dauéhter of the Moses Blands. :

. Shortly afterward, the present building was erected and has remained
unaltered except for the_addition in the 1950's of two small classrooms
at the rear of the one-room.church.

After a period of high water, the bank of the creek eroded toward the
church, making it necessary to ease the building over several feet from
the creek,.but it sets on the original foundation of field_s;qng.

From the beglnnlng it has been known far and wide as the Walnut Grove Church.
The bulldlng,'an original one-room rural house of worship, 'faces west. The
exterior is of slightly rough-sawn clapboard that has always been painted
white. It is representative of the typical, rural public building of this
area constructed near the turn of the century. The original roof was hand-
river wood shingles, but has been replaced with composition shingles.

The front double doors, located in the facade of the center west wall,
provide the only entrance into the sanctuary. They are paneled, with
beveled upper and lower insets. Above them is a top pointed louvre
that gives attic circulation.

The ten windows - five on each side of the building - are 16ng—paned
ones with the lower sash for raising to air out the building.

‘The front steps, made of heavy planks, are three treads and three risers
high.’
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The interior is walled and ceiled, entirely with wood planks and have been
painted white. A wall ladder provides access to the attic.

The old pews are the real hallmark of the authenticity of this landmark.
They are made of wide pine planks, one each for the seat and back, and
. are put together with square nails, and neatly finished with plain smooth
molding sawed by a local saw mill. They remain in the natural, never
having been stained, painted or varnished. All told, they provide seating
for about 80 or 90 persons. b

The floors are of old, four-inch, planed plank flooring.

There is an old brick flue for a wood-burning stove against the inside
west wall.

The chancel is a simple homemade country style, the top railing being a
wood beam, with vertical rungs attached to it. ' A lower beam secured to
the floor of a ten-inch high platform, extends forward a bit to

provide a kneeling altar. :

The pulpit in the center of the platform, is made from the wooden parts of
the original church organ.

Several lovely church appurtenances, or furnishings, the old wall reflector-—
backed kerosene lamps, the central hanging oil lamp, and an antique
secretary used for keeping records and literature, have been preserved,
though vandalism has caused some destruction.

Most of the records of the church, which includes the names of ministers,
presiding elders, bishops, members and financial and other data, from the
beginning, are in good condition.

An old black walnut tree, about as old as the church, stands in the yard,
as well as numerous redbud and dogwood trees. Many wild flowers such as
oristata iris, deer tongue, Indian pinks grew along the creek bank.

“The creek itself, continues to flow the year around, and is the water
source of several swimming holes and clubs along the country side.
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These were .the days of the early circuit riders, and since none of the
small rural churches could support a minister by itself, several churches
were ministered to by one pastor, having one Sunday morning worship service
each month, and a summer revival each year. Sunday school was an every
Sunday event, held by the members themselves. Community singing,an
occasional funeral service, prayer meeting and Bible study classes have.

‘been the orders of the day from time to time. An evening vesper service

is held every third Sunday evening at 6:00, at this time.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

During this bicentennial year, when authentic history is so much in our
thinking, the Methodist deonomination is restoring hundreds of its
historic edifices in America, not for those values alone, but for
continued community and church use. The aesthetic and nostalgic are also
values to be cherished and preserved. ;

Walnut Grove is in the process of a face-lifting, being completely restored
to its original appearance with as many of its original furnishings as
possible. Since the denomination is connectional in its origin and policy,
others are providing some money, skill and manpower to bring this about.
First Methodist Church of downtown Little Rock is at present financing

and working with some of the local people to complete this effort during
this historic year.

The state of preservation of this authentic place of worship, in a completely
rural setting, is excellent. ' : PR ey
Walnut Grove Methodist Church has stood on this plot alongside Fletcher
Creek for nearly a century, as a sentinel of the Christian faith, and
has been open to all people at all times for community and religious
purposes. :

Many descendants of these early families living in Arkansas and elsewhere;
as well as local residents, are interested in preserving this historic
landmark, believing as they do, in its authentic worthiness.
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32 United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240

The attached property, Walnut Grove Methodist Church, in
Pulaski County, Arkansas, reference number 77000273, was
listed in the National Register of Historic Places by the Keeper
of the National Register on 09/28/1977, as evidenced by the
FEDERAL REGISTER/WEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February
7, 1978, Part ll, Vol. 43, No. 26, page 5171. The attached
nomination form is a copy of the original documentation
provided to the Keeper at the time of listing.

@ 3 9 e/ c00s
Keeper Wﬁonal Register of Historic Places Daté

S:/nr_nhl/jjoecke/archives/inventoriesandfrc/certificanletter/certifyletter



Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Walnut Grove Methodist Church Pulaski, Arkansas 77000273

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

_X__Nomination Form (Photocopy from NR and SHPO Present)

____Photographs
____USGS Map
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November 12, 1976

Dr. Ed Dunlap, District Superintendent
Methodist Building

723 Center

Little Rock, Arkansas’

Re: Walnut‘Grove Methodist Church
. Pulaski County

Dear Mr. Dunlap:

The staff of the Arkansas Historic Preservation Program is preparing a National
Register nomination for Walnut Grove Methodist Church which will be presented to
the Arkansas State Review Committee at their December meeting. If approved, the
nomination will be submitted to the National Register office in Washington for
final consideration.

The National Register of Historic Places is a listing of historic sites, buildings,
objects and districts from all across the country that are worthy of preservation.

Entry in the National Register is an honor which places no obligation on a private
owner. It does, however, provide protection through comment by the Advisory Coun-
cil on Historic Preservation from federally financed, assisted or licensed projects
that might affect a National Register property.

If you have any questions concerning the program or your property's nomination,
please contact Donna DuVall of our staff.

Enclosed are two copies of this letter. Please complete the form below, sign and
return the original to our office. The copy is for your files. We would appreciate
receiving any comments you might have concerning the nomination of this property.

If we do not hear from you within 30 days, your approval will be assumed.

Sincerely,

Batrara LJG’S"&-MQ

Barbara Woodard, Deputy Director
Arkansas Historic Preservation Program
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