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1+ Name of Property
historic name  Union Station
other names/site number Concord Junction Depot

2. Location

street & numt)er 20 Comnonwealth Avenue H  not for publication
city, town Concord vicinity
state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017 zip code m 742
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
Q private [71 building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[X] public-local . | | district -J 0 buildings
| | public-State A - I |site sites
| Ipublic-Federal I Istructure structures
| 1 object objects
0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
NZA listed in the National Register A

4. State/Federai Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official Date
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Comnission
State or Federal agency and bureau State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Nationai Park Service Certification

I, hereby, certify that this property is:

[*entered in the National Register. ~tered In the
| | See continuation sheet.

| Idetermined eligible for the National
Register. Q See continuation sheet.

| 1 determined not eligible for the
National Register.

| lIremoved from the National Register.
EH other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use Union Station, Concord, Massachusetts

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Transportation/rai f-related Vacant/not in use

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

: Granite
Queen Anne was " pepha |
"\\dat f i ef Boaf d"
roof _ blate

other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Union Station stands on a level lot approximately 100 feet north of
Commonwealth Avenue in West Concord at the former junction of the Fitchburg
and Old Colony Railroad lines. The commercial area in which it is located
consists of a mixture of late 20th-century, one-story commercial buildings,
parking lots, and a few modest one, two and three-story wood-frame buildings
dating from the late 19th century. Erected in 1893, the depot is the visual
focal point of West Concord, and a notable example of a Queen Anne-style
railroad station.

The depot is a one-story, L-shaped, wood-frame building sheltered by a broad,
slate hipped roof. It stands at the northeast corner of its L-shaped lot,
with its eaves extending over the railroad platfonn, with tracks to the north;
a small park is adjacent to the east. The station consisted originally of
three unconnected sections, the waiting room (26' x 30', northeast), baggage
room (15' x 17', southeast), and freight office (15 x 20', northwest), all
contained beneath the broad eaves of a single hipped roof. The freight office
and the portion of the roof extending over it were demolished between 1933 and
1950, and the 8' gap between the passenger station and the baggage room was
enclosed by temporary partitions in 1982.

The building rises from an uncoursed rubble and cement foundation (not-" '*
visible). Originally sheathed with wainscotting to the windowsills and
clapboard above, these materials have been covered by brick face asphalt
siding. A description of the new building in the Boston Daily Globe, January
22, 1984, indicates that the wainscot was painted dark red, the clapboards
were chrome yellow, and the trimmings were bronze green.

The waiting room portion of the depot is a rectangular building with a round
bay at the northeast corner. The north and east elevations are essentially
unaltered, while the less prominent west and south elevations have been
partially obscured by 20th-century additions. The north elevations possesses
an off-center entry, with two windows to the west, and one to the east; the
circular bay contains five narrow windows. Above the entry is an eyelid
dormer containing a rectangular window with twenty-eight lights. The window

[*See Qontinuation sheet
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is flanked tg{ carved wooden panels. The east elevation is simlar, havingan
entry flanked by two wndows, and an identical donner above.

Fenestration consists of 1/1 sash bhordered on thevertical sides by square and
rectangular |ights; al | wndows and doors have |ead stained glass transons.
The three original doors (waiting room north and east; baggage room east)
are ashwth plate glass panels.  Wndows and doors are set in nol ded
surrounds and cor nerbl ocks.

The south elevation of the waiting roomis partially obscured by theaddition
of tenporary partitions (1982) connecting i ttothe e room and by the
addition of a small vestibule near the west end (ca. 1982). The west
elevation has had two shed-roofed additions (ca. 1964 and 1982), which extend
across nuch of the el evation.

The baggage roomstands tothe south of the waiting room and i s now connect ed
to it, obscuring itsnorth elevation. The east elevation contains an entry
identical tothose inwaiting room while south and west elevations contain a
single wndow each.

Qe of Lhion Station's domnant features is itsL-shaped slate hipped roof.
The eaves ﬁr_O] ect nine feet, and are supported by bevelled posts and di agonal
braces with j1g-saw designs. The roof retains itsdecorative copper ridge
flashing, hip knobs and ridge finials, as well as bronze snowguards.

The interior of the V\a|t|n? roomconsisted originally of aticket officein
the circular bay (northeast), lavatories (southwest),” and awaiting area,
which included at one end "a reception roomfor the use of wonen.™ According
to the 1984 Gobe article:

The seats in the waiting room 42 in nunber, have perforated seats with
ornanental arns, and are place against the sides of the room  The General
finish of theroons is in cypress, the wainscot 6 feet high, with an
ornanental top. The ticket office is finished ent|re|¥] wth this wood  The
celling Is plastered, and | spainted a warmorange with the walls a darker
shade of the sane col or.

The baggage roomretains nost of itsinterior finish, including an oak floor
and tongue-and-grove wal | sheat hi ng.
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Archaeol ogi cal  Description

At least one prehistoric site, the Gncord Junction Site (19-MD469,) nay
exist onthe railroad station propert?/. Inaddition, at least sixteenknown
prehistoric sites have been recorded In the general area (within onemle).
Gven the railroad station's close proximtyto the Assabet Rver and its
associ ated resources, the area woul d have béen attractive for Native Anerican
settlenent and subsistence. In general, however, the potential for either
prehistoric or pre- to late-19th ‘century railroad associated renains seens | ow
as aresult of small parcel size (1/2 acre) and extensive disturbance to the
proPerty by the railroad. Archaeol ogical resources nay exist relatedto
station construction (1893) and its subsequent use (trash areas).



8. Statement of Significance Union Station. Concord. Massachusetts
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

| | nationally | | statewide fX] locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X]A CUB [SC

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) N C QE QF
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) A Period of Significance Significant Dates
Transportation 1893- 1938 1893
Achitecture A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
NZA ' Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

Union Station retains Integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
feelings, workmanship, and association, and meets Criteria A and C of the
National Register of Historic Places on the local level. Built in 1893 at the
junction of the Fitchburg Railroad and the Lowell and Framingham branch of the
New Haven Railroad's Old Colony system, the depot is significant for its role
in transportation history in the area. The present Union Station is the only
remaining building associated with the railroad in West Concord still Intact
and located on its original site. Linking an agricultural area to a national
transportation network, the existence of the station and junction led to
changes in local agriculture as well as the industrialization and general

» growth of West Concord. The property possesses architectural significance as
a notable and largely Intact example of a Queen Anne style railroad station.

The section of Concord which came to be known as West Concord was once
comprised of three distinct villages, Warnerville (Concord Junction), Westvale
(Damondale), and Prison Village. Prior to the late 19th century the area was
primarily agricultural with scattered houses, farms, and a few mills. Several
farms in this vicinity, including one directly across the tracks from Union
Station, remained until the ml1d-20th century.

The Fitchburg railroad was built through West Concord in 1844, and had one
stop near the Damon mill. The arrival of the railroad brought a change in the
nature of the area's agriculture from grain to market gardening. Perishable
items like vegetables, fruit, and dairy products, as contrasted with staples
like grain, could now be sent expeditiously to Boston. Milk became an
important commodity by 1850. In 1886, asparagus had become so Important that
a special car was left daily by the Fitchburg Railroad to be attached to its
7:00 train to Boston.

The construction of the Framingham-Lowell line in 1872 formed the "junction”
and precipitated the development and industrialization of West Concord. An
earlier depot had existed to the west in the Westvale area of West Concord,

and a small station stood on the site of the nominate”lyj-i~ftaato*?e
1871. A freight house, engine house and turntable alTexisted to the north of



9. Mjor Bhliographicai References iimmn < tatinn, rnnrnrH, M<<arhi?pt5;

Godw n, Doris Kearns. The Fitzgeral ds and the Kennedys. S non & Shuster, N, 1987.
R chardson, Laurence E  (ncord Chronicle 18951899, (oncord, My 19%67. "v -

The Boston G obe. January 22,' 18941 : J o« - jre i A
The Gncord Enterprise. January 18 and 25, 1894. Vh, < - e
Gnmnttee Report, Vst oncord Genter S udy.

Interstate Conmerce Gnmnssion, Division of Valuation, April 16, 1916.

Long Range Panning Report. Goncord, My 1987.

| 1See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

| I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:

has been requested State historic preservation office
| previously listed in the National Register | Other State agency

I I

| | previously determined eligible by the National Register | | Federal agency \, >

| ldesignated a National Historic Landmark | | Local government

| lrecorded by Historic American Buildings | | University
Survey # | 1 Other *CA: )

| lrecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository: c
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property Less than one acre.

UTM References

A11J93 pnam>»fl kiZzThiz”40 B | 1L J L
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

c L J L DIU I 11 .
| 1See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The nomnated property occupies tom ot 2200-1, and contai ns approxi nat el y
10,070 square feet.

| | See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary incl udes the toan lot presently associated wth the station.

/I . LN - e O eo¢ . oo fl s "f 'DP?;;

e e el 0o o ii'..'"

| 1See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

namefite Kim Withers Brenqgle. Susan Dean. Barbara Ramsey* Betsy FripHhprg-Nat'l Reg. Director
organization . Massachusetts Historical Commission date August 10. 1988

street & number 80 Boylston Street telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Rnfitnn state _MA zip code 02116—
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the depot, across the Fitchburg tracks, by 1874 The subsequent growth of the
Gnecord Junction led to the need for "a suitable train station" and the
present station replaced the earlier building in 1893

The 1870s freight house vas replaced or enlarged 584' X 24) 1914, and vas
denol i shed in 1970; the engine house vas 937. The 187/0s turntabl e

pears to have been | ost 1889, and replaced by a 60 turntable; its date
of denolition 1s unknown. Qe or nore freight storage sheds were lpcatedto
the north of the station along the railroad line. Awood-frane freight
storage shed, mow sided and roofed with tin, ves built ca. 1897-1898 and
expanded by the addition of a second story ca. 19051906, This survives, but
has been altered and is not part of the nomnated property.

Lhion Stationwas located at a key junction of east-west trains between
Boston, Chicago, and St. Louis, making it an active center of freight

service. The Ftchburg, the Famngham& Lowel |, and the small Nashua, Acton
and Boston lines all joined at the depot. The Boston & Lowel |/M ddl esex

Central tracks pass nearI{ to the north of the Massachusetts Refornatory to
|J|nktw|th the Framnghamé& Lovel | line 1 Y2 mles northwest of Goncord
unct i on.

A industrial village grew|n Vst oncord because of the proximtyto
transportation. the factories huilt al on%]t.he,tracks near by ‘were the
Buine @, (erected 1897-1898), and the Allen Chair Factory (1906), built
with loading platforns adjacent to the tracks, as well as a foundry, garnett
mlls, and an elastic webbing manufacturer. A August, 18% edition of the
Gncord Enterprise stated, "A |arge anount of freight business was doneln
Vst (oncord, an average of 4000 cars being received and delivered during the
m)ntth," A the end of the 19th century, trains per day passed through the
junction,

Freight activities at Goncord Junction continued well into the md-20th
cent u&. Service was heaviest on the Fltchbur(rq line, declini n% gradual [yin
the 20th century as the use of trucks to nove freight increased. Freight
activity on all "the railroads again increased for Several years during Vrld
Ve I, declining again after the war.

In addition toits role as a freight station. Lhion Stationwas actively used
for passenger travel. Aeas |ike Vést (oncord, renote fromthe large cities
of Boston and Nw York, becane accessible by trains to Immgrants arriving to
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work onthe railroad andinthe mlls. Gngressnan John ( Fitz

F|tzF1era|d lived onMin Street in Vést Goncord from 1897- 1 ,.andzravelled
regularly to Wshington bﬁ/tram fromthe Goncord Junction station. Passenger
service and ridershipfollowed a sonawhat different course than freight
activity. The peak period for passenger service was from 1894 to 1910, witha
subsequent steady decline that was caused by several factors--the advent of
Vér i d |, Internal economc and |egal problens of the railroad conpani es
that |ed to cutbacks and deteriorati r]g equi pnent, and conpetition from hoth
the automobile and streetcar |ines. Astreetcar line ran through Vst Goncord
on its way fromBoston to Hudson beginning in 1901, and had an increasingly
maj or effect onridershiponthe rarlroads. In 1910, "turnarounds" of
ﬁassenger trains at Goncord Junction ended, ridershiponthe shorter runs
aving been severely affected by the streetcar |ine. .

Vertine | ed to nore cutbacks in service, and by 1924 conpetition fromthe
autonobi | e was so great that the streetcar line went out of business, and
service on one Gncord Junction railroad line, the Nashua, Action and Boston,
ended for good. Passenger service ended on the Od @lony line in 19%9. In
1975, the Fitchburg line was reor%anl zed under NBIA nanagenent, |eading toan
upgradi ng of service and equi prent. Gdncord Junction is again a stop on an
active railroad line with thirty-two daily Eassenger trains. The depot has
been used as a restaurant in recent years, but iscurrently vacant, with plans
underway for its purchase by the Town of (oncord and, eventual restoration.

Lhion Station possesses architectural significance as awell-detailed, [argely
Intact exanpl e of a Queen Ane style railroad station. |tsphysical
separation of functionally distinct areas (waiting room room and
freight office) Into separate buildings sharing a conmaen roof I's noteworthy.
Characteristic features of the depot's style and use are its assynetrical
plan, the slate hipped roof with deep, bracketed eaves andits eyelid
dorners. Thecircular bay facing the junction served a decorative purpose,
but also afforded the stationnaster aclear viewof trains onboth |ines.
Qher notable architectural details Include the |eaded stained glass transons
and nol ded surrounds with cornerblocks at all doors and w ndows,

decorative copper ridge flashing, hip knobs and ridge finials at the roof.

The depot is the only Intact railroad-related building surviving in Vst
Goncord, andis avisual focal point for the cormnunlty. Wil e a nunber of
other buildings inthe Inmediate area also date fromthe |ate-19th and early
20th centuries, they are nore nodest, vernacular residential, conmercia and

i ndustrial bU|id_| ngs. Qher architecturally significant bui | dings in the area
include the Mssion-style Harvey Weel er School on Min Street, the Victorian
Gothic Ronan Catholic Church, and the Queen Ane style Lhion Church.
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Archaeol ogi cal  Significance

Potentially significant archaeol ogical survivals nay exist if materialsor
outbui I dings related tothe stations early use or construction could be
located. e materials could contribute information regarding railroad
construction techniques during the period, types of equi pnent used during
depot operation andthe peopl e wo worked i nor used the facility.
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