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NRIS Reference Number: 96000064 Date Listed: 2/16/96
Property Name: Herschler, Christian and Katharina, House, Barn
and Outbuildings Historic District

County: Lee State: Iowa

none
Multiple Name

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic
Places in accordance with the attached nomination documentation
subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included
in the nomination documentation.

February 16, 1996
Date of Action

gnature of the Keeper

Amended Items in Nomination:

Section 7. Description
The statement in the third paragraph of page 7.2 is hereby

amended to read that dormers and a porch were added to the west
(not south) side of the house.

Section 8. Significance
"1871" is, hereby, added to the dates for the period of

significance to correspond to the date of significant alterations
to the house.

Beth Foster, National Register coordinator, Iowa State Historic
Preservation Office was notified of this amendment on February
15, 1996.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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. This form Is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and disticts. "BBE> iRMRIHBRESE OV ESCONIGH the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complate each HemThy; rAmkisg A Ws box or
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documiented,.qnter .'N/A’. for “not ap - For functions,
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Placeé additiotial
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or comptter, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name _Herschler . Christian and Katharina.House,Barn and OQutbuildings
Historic District
other names/site number _N/A

2. Location

N3 not for publication

street & number _6th ancé Green
NAB vicinity

city or town _franklio
code 111 zip code32625

state ___Iowa _ code _IA__ county Lee

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

. As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this £ nomination
O request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering propetties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets (] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

: [ statewide & iocally. (3 See continuation sheet for additional comments.) X

Signalture of certifying official/Title Date

State Historical Society of Iowa
State of Federal agency and bureau

in my opinion, the property (] meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. (] See continuation sheet for additional
comments.) h :

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
i hereby certify that the property is: i Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
entered in the National Register. g
[ see continuation sheet.
[ determined eligible for the
National Register
[ see continuation sheet.

O determined not eligible for the
National Register.

O removed from the National
Register.

O other, (explain:)




Nameomepe

Lee-Towa

CountyandState

Herschler. Chrlstlan and Katharlna, Hse Brn & Blddas. Hlstorlc district
5. Classification i
-Ownership of Property Category of Property . Number of Resources within Property
.(Check as many boxes as ’apply) . (Chock only one box) (Do not include premously listed resources m the’count)
private "' N O building(s) Contnbutmg ke EX’FNonoontnbuung
O public-ocal . B district - :
[ public-State O site

[ public-Federal 7i.zo

m—ie = -~

Name of related multiple property Ilsting
(Enter “N/A" if property is not part of a multiple: property listing.)

—N/A

v D] Structure oo

e ——

Number of contribuﬁﬁg resources prewously Iisted
-in- the-National-Register :

0

6. Function or Use

‘Historic Functions

(Enter ea}egoﬁes from instructions) ‘

_DOMESTIC SINGLE DWELLING
COMMERCE/TRADE-SPECIALTY STONE

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT-NOT TN USE
= .

7. Description

" Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

MID-19th CENTURY

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation  STONE/LIMESTONE

walls _STONE/LIMESTONE

BRICK

roof ~ METAL
other _WQOD

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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5. Classification

- -Ownership of Property
.{Check as many boxes as apply) . (Check only one box)

& private o ‘ O building(s)
O public-ocal [ district -
{0 public-State O site

0 public-Federal = soae3
* s

PSPy TR 23T YT L)
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Name of related multiple property llsting
(Enter “N/A" if property is not part of a muitiple-property listing.)

N/A

Category of Property

Number of Resources wﬂhin Property- -
(Do not include prev:ously listed resources in the’count.)

Contributing * "-ﬂmNonoontnbuung
3 2 ! '

. I
.Total

co —

Number of contribuiing resources prevnously Ilsted
-in the-National-Register '

0

‘6. Function or Use

‘Historic Functions
(Enter egegones from instructions)

DOMESTIC SINGLE DWELLING

COMMERCE/TRADE —SPECIALTY STONE

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT-NOT IN USE

7. Description

" Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

MID-19th CENTURY

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation _ STONE/LIMESTONE
walls _STONE/LIMESTONE

BRICK
roof ~_METAT,
other _WQOD

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Name of Property _

8. Statement of Stggmwnce )

LEE-IQOWA
County and State
Hlstorlc Dlstrlct

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark “x" in one or-more boxes for the Criteria qualifying the property” ~

for National Regtster listing.)

O A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of

our history.

- O B Property is assocxated thh the ltves of persons
sugntf icant in our past .

4 C Property embodtes ‘the distinctive characteristics -
" of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
mdzv:dual distinction.

oo Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

0 A owned by a religious institution or.used for
religious purposes.

[J B removed from its original location.
O C a birthplace or grave.
0 D a cemetery.

[0 E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

‘] F a commemorative property.

{7 G less than 50 years of Vage or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

e .

‘Areas of ‘Significance ey e T
" "(Enter categories from instructions) o

ARCHTTECTURE

R Py L T SO I TR

Period of Significance
1865 4

Significant Dates
1865

1871

Significant Person
(Compilete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

O preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested :

(3 previously listed in the National Register

O previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[0 designated a Nattonal Historic Landmark

O recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

O recorded by Htstonc American Engmeenng
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
(0 Other State agency
O Federal agency
(O Local government
O University
0 Other
Name of repository:
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Verbal Boundary D&scriptlon :
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation shest.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were seiected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte __.Lorianne D. Jarvic, Ouncr

date _02/21/94

organization ___N /A

street & number _2390 221st Ave telephone (219) 835-3325
city or town _Donnellson state _Lowa zip code _52625

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.
A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage of numerous resources.
Photographs »
Representative black and white 'photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional itams)

Property Owner
-(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name __Michael D. and Lorianne D. Jarvis

strest & number 2200 221st Ave ' telephone _(319) 835-9432

city or town Donnellson ‘ 7 state JTowa  zip code 52625

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: 'lhainfonnaﬁonisbemgcollectedforapplncatmstomeNaﬁonalRegmeroinstoncP!acestonomnate
properties for fisting or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing istings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Managomom and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. )



NPS form 10-800-0 . ) . QMBS Asprovel Na. TORS-C0TS

Unlte& Statos.D artment of the interi .,, ol Ll .ﬁ,, e g o
National Park Se?vpice i o e o‘r ;“‘E:Cf-‘ W é-aD 4 v
National Register of Historic Places JAN 1 6 1996
Continuation Sheet

- INTERAGENCY RESOURCES DIVIS! oF
Section number .7 -~ Page __1__ perschier ,Chriktia nN/gIrYNAKL_a,pﬁﬁgfﬁxva!C& Hse, Brn
lsbtract

& RBRid~ncs, Historic Iowa.

The Christian and Katharina Herschler home is located at 6th and
Green in Franklin, Iowa. The property consists of a two story lime-
stone home with walk-in basement corstructed in 1865 from the local
quarry. The home can be described as mid-19th Century with influences
drawn from several popular architectural styles. It is 36 foot 8
inches by 44 foot and sits on lots 311 and 318.

The stone home has exterior walls that are two foot thick. The ¢
foundation is stone with a walk-in basement. The roof, originally
wooden shingles, is now metal. On the east side, the front, was a porch
with a stairway which the last owner tore down. On the south side
there was an open porch with a double stairway leading east and. west
with large limestone landings. On the west side is a double hung door
measuring 6 foot in width with the original handcrafted hinges and lock:
possibly by Christian Herschler, owner and blacksmith. There are 22
windows all with wooden shutters, handcrafted hinges and locks. The
home has three chimneys; originally there were four. The stone has
been water and soft sand blasted and tuck p01nted by Wolf Restoration
in 1976.

The basement consists of six rooms with 9 foot ceilings. Five of

'the rooms have a continual herringbone design brick floor. There is an
oren access well featurlng a wooden crank located at the bottom of the
stairs. It is 5 foot in diameter and estimated at 22 feet deep. There
is a smokehouse room measuring 12 foot, 6 inches by 6 foot with an
attached curved fireplace. The inside of the smokehouse has an arched
brick ceiling with metal rods to hang meat from. There are 3 dampers.
The southeast room measuring 12 foot 6 inches by 20 foot has circular
meat hooks inbedded in the ceiling. All walls and ceiling of the base-
ment have been plastered except the walls pertaining to the smokehouse
room. This was a working business. You could drive a wagon into the
basement and load or unload wine barrels.

The main floor consists of four rooms. The northeast room has
fresco paintings on the walls. The south wall mural is a castle on a
bluff over looking a lake with two boats in the water and a village in
the background. On the west wall there are two murals; one of a hunter
with musket and his dog. He is firing at some ducks, and one is fallinc
to the ground. The other mural is a man fishing with a top hat and a
village in the background. On the north wall there are 3 murals. The
first is a woodland scene. The middle one is 2 deer crossing a clear-
ing with a hunter, firing his musket, and his dog are behind a tree.
The third is a boy fishing on a rock in the middle of a stream. All
the murals have a border painted around them. On the east wall between
the windows, the border is painted in a rectangle. Above the two doors
-on the south wall the border is painted. Border is painted around the
ceiling and around the top of all the walls. 1Inside the border, on the
ceiling, is filigree painting. Under all the murals on the wall it is
painted to look like wood. All the windows and doors have been stainecd
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to look two dimensional. The southwest room has storage. rooms between
each dormer with idividual ‘'windows. There is only one interior wall.

It is two foot thick stone and was once an exterior wall and is now
plastered over. The other interior walls are studded 2x4 with lath

and plaster. All the floors are tongue and groove pine. All the wood-
work is pine. All rooms on the main floor have 9 fogt ceilings. rThe
dormers are on the second floor because of the sloped roof top.

Upstairs are two rooms measuring 21 by 13 foot each withan 8 foot
ceiling. There is a built in closet measuring 5 by 6 foot with a marble
effect fresco painting on the inside wall. The closet has two 3 foot
wide walnut doors. The entrance way and stairway walls were also marble
painted.  All the rooms in the house have round openings into the
chimneys for wood heat. Minimal electricity was put in during the 1940':¢
and there is no existing plumbing.

. In 1871 Christian and Katharina Herschler extended the west side
of the home. The existing 6 foot double hung door was moved to its
current position. . It was then that they added the dormers and porch
to the south side. '

The grounds consists of 6 lots; 311, 312, 317, 318, 339 and 340.
‘There is an L shaped barn. The main part of the pdrn is 31 by 40 foot.
It has arched windows with pigeon holes above each window. The west
half of the barn has hardwood floors and drive through double doors.
There are three tiers to the barn. There is a 28 foot 4x4 oak hay track.
The track is held up by metal hooks. The rollers are metal. The next
upright is 26 foot long. There are two 44 foot hand hewn 7x7 side sup-
port beams. There are no joints in these beams. The barn is wood
pinned. There is a closed soffit area. The roof is metal. There is
a well located in the barn on the south side. The foundation is lime-
stone. The barn was built in 1865. '

In 1871 Christian and Katharina Herschler extended the barn to the
west enclosing the well and connecting the outhouse with the lean-to
to ‘the barn. The lean-to measures 10 by 56 foot. There are seven
individual stalls with wooden floors. Each stall has an arched doorway.
Above each arched opening is a loft with a door. At the end of the
lean-to is an attached two-holed outhouse.

The grounds consists of one wooden shed, possibly the summer kitchen
There are the remains of an herb garden. One cement foundation existcs.
We would like to expose the old cobblestone walk and restore the home.
In spite of the years of neglect the homested is intriguing. It remains
in its original splendor just waiting.

This district contains three contributing buildings (house, barn
and summer kitchen.) And two non-contributing (brick two room structure
and a cement foundation.) Remains of other previous structures may
also be present which may have yet unidentified archeological potential.
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The Christian and Katharina Herschler residence and barn are

locally significant under Criteria C as a relatively unaltered examp:
. 0of vernacular design from the 1860's.

Franklin was laid out in the 1840's and it's founders intended :
to be the county seat, but Keokuk and Fort Madison were too firmly
established. \

In 1865 Christian and Katharina Herschler took a mortage and bui
their limestone home. Most of the town consisted of stone houses bui
from the local guarry; about one mile east of town. Today there are
only sixteen surviving buildings, which include the church and school
The Christian and Katharina Herschler home 1is one of the best and
least altered stone buildings remaining. During the earlier years
Franklin was a thriving community. There existed a large woolen fac-
tory, which had a carding machine prior to 1865, two steam mills, a
steam saw mill, three dry goods stores, a carriagz shop, three wagon
shops, four blacksmith shops, two saddle and harness shops, a tin
ware shop, a stock company, a drug store, a shoe shop, a saloon, a
winery, a chair factory and a Post office. Both English and German
Public schools. 1In addition to the public schools, the Evangelical
congregation and Mennonite supported denonational schools. It shoulcd
be stated here, that in the 1875 census all children under the age of
14 years could read and write.

Apparently future prospects looked good for the Herschler's took
out a second mortgage in 1871 putting up their home and property. The
then added on to their existing home and barn. Christian and Katharin
had the only winery in the community. They grew their own grapes on
their property and Christian made the barrels they used.

Franklin was incorporated in 1874. Previous to this, Christian
Herschler made an effort to incorporate the town, but failed.

In 1871 the railroad came through Lee County, Franklin was asked
to raise $500 for a depot, refused and the railroad was laid out to
miss the town by two miles. Later the village realized its mistake
and a station was built two miles south of town. But Franklin's bhusy
days were passing. '

Christian and Katharina over expanded and in 1872 at the Sherriff
Sale they lost their home and property which included 8 large wine
casks, 14 empty bbls., 364 gallons of wine, 4 tubs holding from 100-40
gallons, 1 grape grinder, 1 wine press, 1 copper still, 1 dark bay mar
with colt. Sold by court to satisfy said writ of execution. Christia
and Katharina Herschler then moved to California in 1874.

Since the Herschlers moved, little has been changed structually.
It has changed owners many times with minimal remodeling. In 1904 A.
Laisy combined lots 312, 317 and 240 to lots 311, 318 and 339 which

brings it to current lot numbers.
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‘The present owners are longtime residents of the area who value
the property and plan to carefully restore the house and barn followin
the Secretary of the Interior's Standards and Guidelines. It is hopec
that such a restoration project might encourage other owners of
historic limestone houses in Franklin to restore theirs as well.
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INTERVIEWS

Roy Hammer, R.R. West Point, Ia., Elder life long resident of Frankli
Ia.

Jake Hohl, R.R. Donnellson, ia., Life long resident of Franklin, IA
Kenny Seyb, Donnellson; Ia., relative of Herschler family

Charlie Bufforrd, R.R. Donnellson, Ia.; Past owner of Herschler home
Sue Gallerick, R.R. Donnellson, Ia., Past oﬁner of Heréchle; home
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sccﬂon,“"nber Q p Herschler, Christian and Katharina. Hse, Brn
898 & Bldgs . Historic District, Lee Co, Iowa

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

" The legal description of property is lot: 311, 312, 317, 318, 339, 340:
Block 218 of Franklin, Ia.

VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
Boundary includes home, barn and land which is the legal boundaries

of the property, and are historically associated with the property
in this once existing town.
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Photograpp Information: The Christian and Katharina Herschler Home

PHOTO #1 - ‘Photographer: Michael Jarvis
Date of Photo: November 3, 1993
Location of original negative:
2390 221st Ave.
Donnellson, Ia
(The above information applies to all subsequent photos)

Description: Front of Home
camera facing west

Photo #2 - Description: Southwest corner of home
camera facing northwest

PHOTO .#2B- Description: South side of home
: camera facing north '

PHOTO #3 - Description: West side of home
camera facing east

PHOTO #4 - Description: North side of home
camera facing south,

PHOTO #5 - Description: Corner of 6th and Green facing homestead
camera facing southwest

PHOTO #6 - Description: East side of barn
camera facing west

PHOTO #7 - Description: South side of barn
camera facing north

PHOTO #8 - Description: Lean-to attached to barn
camera facing north

PHOTO #9 - Description: South end of lean-to
camera facing west

PHOTO #10- Description: West side of barn
camera facingsoutheast

PHOTO #11- Descfiption: North side of barn
camera facing southwest

PHOTO #12- Description: Northeast corner of brick two room structure
camera facing southwest



