
F O R M B B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

, 2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

(over) 

In Area no. Form no. 

131 -G 

1. Town Worcester 

Address 12 East Worcester Street 
Kast Worcester schoolhouse 

Name ^ Norcross Bros, Factory 

Present use commercial (Trade Center 

Building) 

Present owner Howard R e a l t y Co . 
—12 E a s t W o r c e s t e r S t , 

3. Description: 

Date 18^3, 1876, ca. 1881, ca. 1893 

gQm,(3g secondary sources (see Biblio, 

Style u t i l i t a r i a n brick construction 
Elbridge Boyden & Son 

Architect (Section #1 on Map) 

Exterior wall faljric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features S e c t i o n # 1 - t h r e e s t o r y 
h e i g h t w i t h h i p - o n - h i p r o o f , 
g r a n i t e s i l l s and l i n t e l s ; o t h e r 
s e c t i o n s sands tone t r i r a , c o r b e l l e d 
c o r n i c e 

see d a t e s  
Date above 

Date 

Altered a d d i t i o n s 

Moved no 

5. Lot size: A s s e s s o r s ' B o o l c i ^ , p , 1 
Lot 15—34,002 sq. f t . 

One acre or less X Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 275 ' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

15! 

6. Recorded by S, L e e , e d . B , R , P f e i f f e r  

Organization V/orc , H e r i t a g e P r e s , Soc .  

Date • November 1977 

OTH 

^7-77 



7. Original owner (if known) C i t y o f V/nrcester M flM); Mnrcrns.'? Ryr.s. 

Original use Grammar schoo l ; a d d i t i o n s designed f o r manufac tu r ing 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates commercial (mid 20th c e n t u r y ) 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

X 

X 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

#10 East Wcr cester Street i s a three-storey b r i c k b u i l d i n g , b u i l t i n 
three sections between 1863 and 1893. The building's e a r l i e s t p o r t i o n 
(section #1 on map) i s one of V/orcester's oldest remaining schoolhouses. 
B u i l t i n 1863 on the s i t e of the Pine Meadow B u r i a l Ground (from which 
the l a s t graves were removed i n 1876), the atructure was known as the 
East V/orcester Grammar School u n t i l 1893 when i t was sold to the 
Norcross Brothers, The schoolhouse, designed by Elbridge Boyden & Son 
and b u i l t by H,W, Eddy and Moses Taft at a cost of $11,706.25, was 
apparently modelled a f t e r the Salem Street Schoolhouse (now demolished) 
which was then considered to be the best school bu i l d i n g i n the c i t y . 
In i t s present form the former East V/orcester Schoolhouse has a 
rectangular f l o o r plan, paired entries on i t s north and south elevations, 
rock-faced granite window t r i m and a hip-on-hip roof. 

Around 1880-1881 the Norcross Brothers, n a t i o n a l l y faraous builders who 
were known f o r the±± work w i t h Henry Hobson Richardson, bought land 
a djoining the East V/orcester Schoolhouse and b u i l t a planing i S i l l 
(see #2 on map). By 1893 the Norcross Brothers had bought the school-

h ouse from the c i t y , converted i t to of f i c e s and b u i l t extensive 
additions (see #3 on raap) connecting the schoolhouse and planing 
m i l l . These ad-ditions and the planing m i l l are b u i l t of common b r i c k , 
three stories high w i t h f l a t roofs, corbelled cornices and rock-faced 
sandstone t r i m . I t was i n t h i s f a c t o r y that the Norcorsses "made 
t h e i r own doors, windov^-sash and f i n i s h i n g , , , doing the same i n such 
an economical manner that they became the despair of other firms doing 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, ( c o n t ' d , ) 
early maps, etc.) 

C i t y Documents, #18, Jan. 1861]., ppo 3 1 , 138 & 1i|4; #29, Jan 1875 
p . kOO; #30, Jan, I 876 , p . Ii^.2; #36, Jan. 1882, p . 100. 

Worcester Magazine-, O c t . 1903, p p . 111^.-115. 
I'Tutt, C h a r l e s , H i s t o r y o f V/orcester and I t s People, V o l , I V , p p . 

635-636 (O.V/, Norcross , b iography ; l i s t o f bu i l ' d ings b u i l t by 
NorcDoss B r o t h e r s , ) . 

R i ce , P, Worcester o f I 8 9 8 , p p , 695-703 ( l i s t o f b u i l d i n g s cona t ruc t ed 

^ = - M ^ f ! r S 8 S M S ° S ] : - - ^ U ^ i i j m V o r o o s t s r . p . 286. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 
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Off ice of the Secretary, Boston 

2 , 

Community: 
V/orcester 

Form No: 
131-G 

p_.^-_^ Mpmp- East V/orc. School-
^8?LW^a ?^-cross Bros, Factory 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below, 

9. 

the same l i n e of work." The f i r m was incorporated i n 1902 and 
remained i n business at t h i s l o c a t i o n u n t i l I918. Principals i n the 
company were James A. Norcorss (1831-1903) who managed the business's 
f i n a n c i a l a f f a i r s , and Orlando V/. Norcross (1839-1920) who was more 
active i n the construction part of the business. For a more detailed 
account of the firm's i n f l u e n t i a l p o s i t i o n i n American architecture, 
see"C,V/, Norcross, Richardson's 'Master Builder'; A Preliminary 
Report" i n The Journal of the Society of Ar c h i t e c t u r a l Historians, 
v o l , XXXII, no. 2, May 19*73, PP. 10ij.-113. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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