
F O R M B B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

R o l l 11 

4. Map. ~ Draw sketch, of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

128-B 

1. Town W o r c e s t e r 

Address 36 A b b o t t S t r e e t 

Name A b b o t t S t r e e t Schoolhouse 

Present use s c h o o l 

Present owner C i t y o f Worces t e r 

Description: 

Date - l Q 9 k , 1905 

Source C i t y Documents 

Style Ronanesque R e v i v a l 

Architect W.R, F o r b u s h ( o f B o s t o n ) 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features p r o j e c t i n g s e m i - c i r c u l a r 

c e n t r a l bay f l a n k e d by a r c h e d e n t r i e s , 

g r a n i t e t r i m 

Altered 

Moved 

no 

no 

Date 

Date 

OTH 5. Lot size- A s s e s s o r s ' Book 6, p . 1 0 
L o t 6 I A . 2 7 3 s q . f t . 

One acre or less x Over one acre 

Approximate froatage 1 2 5 ' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

15' 
57~Eee 

Recorded by e d . B . R . P f e i f f e r 

Organization Wore , H e r i t a g e P r e s . Soc . 

Date F e b r u a r y 1978 
(over) 

M-7-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

C i t y o f Worcester 

grammar school 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

B u i l t i n l89ii f rom plans by William Forbush of Boston (also of Worcester) 
the Abbott Street School bears a strong resemblance i n plan and d e t a i l to 
the Downing Street School of I 6 9 I also designed by Forbush (Form li|.0-D) , 
The Abbott Street Sch'oo'l consists of a rectangular-plan main structure 
from which projects a central p a v i l i o n (east w a l l ) . " At the center of t h i s 
p a v i l i o n i s a two-storey, semi-circular bay which i s flanked by entry 
arches (1st storey) and t r i - p a r t i t e windows (2d s t o r e y ) . Decorative 
elements of t h i s central p a v i l i o n (arches, rock-faced granite t r i m and 
conical slate roof) are derived from Romanesque Revival architecture, 
while t r i m of the building's main body i s more u t i l i t a r i a j n i n character. 
This building was constructed by B.C. Jaques, a l o c a l b u i l d e r , at a cost 
of $20,000. In I905-I9O6 a two-storey b r i c k addition was b u i l t at the 
rear (west) of the o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g . Of similar design to the main body 
of the schoolhouse, t h i s addition was designed by J. William Patston of 
Worcester. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

City Docuraents,'#ij.9.'year ending 11/30/18914-, p.72; #60, year ending 
11/30/1905, p.77. 

• Engineer ing and B u i l d i n g Record, v o l . XXX, 7 /26 / l69 i j . , p . l i f S ( b u i l d i n g 
n o t i c e ) 
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