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1. Name
higoric United Shoe Machinery Corporation Clubhouse

and/or common Beverly Golf and Tennis Cl ubhouse

2. Location
134 McKay Stjpcet

street & number for publication

city, town Beverly M/Avicinlty of iaUlifiliiAk
dae Massachusetts code 025 county code 009
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district X public _X occupied agriculture museum
building(s) private unoccupied commercial park
structure both worit in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object N/A- in process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted X industrial transportation
no military X — other: Recreati

4. Owner of Property
name City of Beverly

street & number 191 Cabot Street

city, town Beverly N/A vicinity of date Massachusetts

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Essex County Registry of Deeds
street & number 32 Federal Street
city, town Salem dae Mass. 01970

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of Historical Assets
titte of the Commonwealth # 705 hes this property bean determined digible? yes -X_no

Oct., 1979

date federal state county local

. Mass. Historical Comm ssion, 294 Washington St.
depository for survey records

Boston, Mass.! 02108

city, town state



7. DeSCription United Shoe Machinery Corporation O ubhouse, Beverly

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site
good ruins altered moved date N/A
fair unexposed

Doscribo the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The former United Shoe Machinery Corporation Clubhouse i slocated

at theedge of a large open area (the Beverly Golf Course) on MKay
Street, opposite Balch Street. The building i srectangular i nplan,
t wo-and-one-half stories tall, \lrith a full basement mostly above
grade and i ssubstantially broader east/west than north/south. | t

is of stuccoed woodframe construction; thebasement i s cobblestone.
The steeply pitched hi proof contains an array of gables and dormers
with half-timbering and i s punctuated by a chimey on t he south side.
The roof i ssheathed i nasphalt shingles and therafters areex-
posed i nt he eave overhangs. A contrasting color scheme distinguish-
es thebuilding, with exterior stucco painted off-white and wooden
trim (half-timbering, doors, w ndow surrounds, and porches) painted
dark brown. The wi ndow sashes arewhite. A first floor porch/ver-
anda extends along thebuilding on theeast, north, west and part

of thesouth elevations, connecting theinterior and adjacent ex-
terior recreational spaces. The clubhouse sits on 16 of the original
300 acres associated with it The area immediately adjacent to the
building retains rmuch of itslandscaping. The remainder of ac-
conpanying acreage i sstill used as a golf course, which was laid out
when t he clubhouse was built. Whodland, now partially developed,
made up t herest of theoriginal 300 acres.

The east elevation (facing MKay Street) i ssymmetrical, containing
three bays, thecentral one wider than theside ones. A central
broad stone staircase leads toa recessed porch which i s supported
by |arge stucco piers rising at rail height from a solid stucco wall.
The wide central entry i sframed and surmounted by multipaned lights,

and flanked by smaller multi-lighted doors. Above theporch in the
roof pitch aretwo | arge end gables, connected by a central shed dor-
nmer. The gables each have a central window and half-timbering and

a pendant at t he peak; theconnecting dormer has a row of four small -
er windows. All thew ndows are 6/1 double-hung sashes.

The west elevation i ssimlar totheeast i ndesign, themjor dif-
ference being theporch treatment. Here theporch i sa wooden pro-
jecting structure rinmmed by a balustrade and supported by pairs of
narrow piers, with a flat roof and surrounding balustrade above.

The northern roof gable contains a door, rather than wi ndows. The
porch extends as an open veranda around t he house and i saccessible
on thewest elevation only from theinterior vi atwo wi de door ways
whose original double doors have been replaced with sliding glass.
Atripartite, multi-paired wi ndows marks each of theflanking bays.

The north elevation (facing thedriveway has a high stone basenent

and two wide stairways. The basement supports a veranda t helength
of thebuilding, a large portion of which i sroofed over as a porch
(eastern end), echoing that on t hewest facade. The porch portioni
symmetrical and five bays wide. Three small roof dormers with dia-
nond pane wi ndows are flanked at either end by a | arge gable. The

building extends westward toinclude another dormer and gable, contin-
uing therhythm while breaking the symetry. (Cont'd)
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8. Slgnlflcance UNITED SHOE MACHINERY CORP. CLUBHOUSE, BEVERLY

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric X community planning landscape architecture. rel?gion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law . science
1500-1599 agriculture economics . literature . sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education . military . social/
1700-1799 art engineering . music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement . philosophy . theater _

JA1900- communications industry . politics/government . transportation

invention . other (specify)
Specific dates CA. 1910 Builder/Architect Henrv Bailey Alden

Statement of Significance (Inone paragraph)

The United Shoe Machinery Corporation Clubhouse possesses integrity
of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, andassociation.
It wasbuilt for Beverly's largest industry which was also t he major
producer of shoemaking equipment i ntheworld at thetime. Designed
by a promnent Ilocal architect, i ti sanexcellent exanple of alarge
scale. Arts and Crafts designed structure of theperiod. Perhaps
most importantly, i trepresents, at arelatively early date, a new
sense of responsibilities and cooperation between a |arge industry
and it senmployees which waseventually t opervade American social
ideals. The United Shoe Machinery Corporation Clubhouse thus neets
criteria A B, and Cof the National Register of Historic Pl aces.

In 1902, t heUnited Shoe Machinery Corporation (USMD decided to
build aplant for over 2,500 neni nBeverly. This was constructed
in 1903 and added t o at various times, especiallyi n1906. Enploy-
ment reached upto 5,000 QOnheof themain architects was Ernest L.
Ransone; a pioneer 1 nreinforced concrete construction.

This oneconpany changed t he face of Beverly and was Beverly's major
empl oyer. Not only wast he conpany progressive i nusing reinforced
concrete, but also wasi ntheforefront of voluntarily wundertaking
actions for theimrovement of theworking and living conditions

of theenployees, i norder toinsure conditions of thehighest in-
dustrial efficiency.USMC's aimwas t o secure thebest [iving and
recreational conditions which would i nturn pay off i nproductive
work. Tothis end, UBMChired a noted area architect, Henry Bailey
Al den, t odesign a clubhouse for t he Shoe Machinery Athletic' Asso-
ciation.

Henry Bailey Alden studied architecture at t heMassachusetts Institute
of Technol ogy before jointng t he Boston firm of Parker, Thomas and
Rice. | naddition t o t helBM Clubhouse, Alden wasinvolved i n the
design of many outstanding buildings i nBoston, noted byt he Herald-
Traveler building on Mason Street and t he United Shoe Machinery Corp-
oration Office Building at140 Federal Street (NR). He also designed
numer ous other buildingsin thearea including ThePublic Libraryi n
West wood and many private residences. He di ed August 21, 1939.

The Athletic Association was conposed of nen and wonen whoworked i n the
factory and a fewof thelocal Beverly people; just enough togive a

nei ghborly touch tothefactory's social life," Anyenployeeof
the conpany waseligible for membership for one dollar a year. Most
people took advantage of this. The managenent di dnot interfere with

the running of theAthletic Association, whochose their own managenent.

(Cont ' d)



UNI TED SHOE NMACH NERY QOCRPCRATI ON ALUBHAUSE

9. Major Bibliographical References

Huxtable, L.A., Progressive Architecture, Vol. 38, 1957, pp. 137-42.
Beverly Evening Times, July 9, 1910

Beverly Evening Times, Dec. 6, 1933 .

Whitney, Henry F., editor. Biographical Dictionary of American Architecture
(deceased) Los Angeles: Hennessy and Ingalls, Inc., 1970

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property less than one acre
Quadrangle name Salem, Mass. Quadrangle scale 1:25,000
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Verbd boundary description and justification (See attached mgp for description) . The golf course
acreage ownad by the City of Beverly may be eligible for inclusion in the Clubhouse nom-
ination. However, additional research needs to be done on the course's designer, original
configuration, and the impact of subsequent alterations in order to justify this; consequently,

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries (continued)
state code county code

N/A
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftiteVirginia H. Adams, Program Assistant with Frank Garretson , Beuerly

oganizdion Mass. Historical Commission dae July, 1987

dregt & rumbe 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston state

12. State Historic Preservation Office

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state J(— local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preserva
665), i hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify th
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

titte Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Qmdate

Fbr NPS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date

freeper of the National Register/

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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United Shoe Machinery Corp.
Continuation sheet Clubhouse, Beverly item numiaer 7 >10 Paoe i

Mul ti-paired and tripartite windows anddoors (inthe gables) onthe
second floor open onto the porch balcony. Half timbering i s found
in the gable anddormer peaks.

The south elevation essentially mrrors the north, although the ver-

anda does not run the full length andhasnoroof (with the exception
of arecent makeshift porch added at the end). Atall exterior stuc-
co chimey projects from what would otherwise be the central dorner at
the eastern end.

Exterior alterations have been mi ni mal. | n addition t othose mentioned

above, sone sections (atthe corners) of the veranda balustrade have
been replaced by a simpler railing.

The interior of the Clubhouse i s comprised of numerous rooms on each
floor which fullfill various club function needs. Originally, wall
treatment was a combination of plain varnished woodwork andlight col-

ored plaster walls. Theinterior was al ways nore functional than decor-

ative. Thebuilding still retains itsmain front entry hall with two
broad staircases, anditsoriginal stone fire places. Over the years,
some woodwork has been painted, partitions have been erected t oform

smal ler rooms, andnewkitchen facilities have been installed. However ,

these alterations have not significantly effected the sense of the
building's original purpose as a social andrecreational center.

Section 10: Verbal Boundary Description

this nomnation i slimted tothe imed ateenvirons of t he clubhouse at this tinme.
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This early exanple of a"worker's clubhouse" was most successful i n

the view of t he Conpany and enpl oyees. The Cl ubhouse was as® attrac-
tive architecturally as any country club anywhere. The Clubhouse con-
tained atheater andauditorium, library, card and|lounging roomns,
billiard andpool tables, bowing alleys, locker rooms, andall the
usual appurtenances.

It wasthecenter for theannual "Sam Sami Day, which brought workers,
their families, andfriends together each August for a day of fun and
recreation. I n1916, Calvin Coolidge, at that time Lieutenent-Governor
of Massachusetts, was a special guest at the "SamSanmi. Hi s coments
on theoccassion included congratulations f or "what may be done by
cooperation...- through working of thewelfare of al |l the enployees...
partaking i ntheownership of a great industry."”

This i sanexcellent, early exanple of a newattitude between enploy-

er and enployee. |1 n1913, Louis A Coolidge, Treasurer of WBMC wrote
the following, "There i ssomhing after al |l i nindustry beyond giving

a day's work andreceiving a day's pay. Intensive cooperation between
empl oyer and enpl oyee i spossible; i tworks t othe advantage of both,

resulting ontheonehand i na greater industrial efficiency, and on
the other, i na development of the individual."

United Shoe Manufacturing GConpany wast hemajor producer of al | shoe-
maki ng equi pment i ntheworld during thefirst half of t he 20th cen-
tury. | t had a monopoly on shoe-making equi pment. Thus, t he conpany
was important internationally, aswell asnationally. Between 1899
and 1960, WBMC devel oped and marketed nearly 800 newand inmproved shoe
machi nes andpatented nore than 9,000 inventions i navariety of areas.
The Conpany was a maj or manufacturer | nMassachusetts with a building
for manufacturing of 1,300,000 sq. ft. i nBeverly, anda major office
building (opened i n1930, at 140Federal Street, which wasthe tallest
building I nBoston at thetime. (USMC was Beverly's onemajor industry;
the growth of Beverly follows thegrowth of USMCZ) | nrecent history,
the conpany has changed, i1 npart, duet oantitrust litigation,. | t had
difficult times during the 1960's when it snonopoly was brokenup.
Since then i t hasdiversified, been sold t oEmhart, andi sdoing well
again.

Sold t oaprivate developer i n1971, t heclubhouse and 168 acre golf
course becane t heproperty of thecity of Beverly during thespring of
1978. Theremainder of theoriginal 300 acres wasretained by the
devel oper for housing and conservation.



























COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiimf | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 WashingtonhStreet
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

Septenber 29, 1982

M. Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Pl aces
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

Vidshi ngton, DC 20243

Dear M. Shul |':

Encl osed youwi || find thefollow ng nomnation forns:

u-"everly: Uni ted Shoe Machi nery Corporation A ubhouse (local)
Longneadow The Geen (local)
Mai den; Waitt Brick Block (local)
Vést on: Post Road Historic District (state)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Gnners were notified of
pendi n? State Review Board consi deration 30-75 days before the nmeetingand
were arforded t he opportunitytocomment. Goments received t odate

are attached t othenomnation forns.

Sincerely,

CGandace
Regi stra Director
Massachus  :s Historical Conmi ssion

Al sac

encl osure

NNNN M



