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Immaculate Conception Rectory, Revere Suffolk County, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

3. Classification

Ownership of PropertyCategory of Property Number of Resources within Property
private X building(s) Contributing Non contributing
_K  public-local district 1 buildings
public-State site sites
public-Federal structure structures
object objects
1 TOTAL
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(enter N/AI\\l /l}; property is not part of a multiple property listing) I(;sted in the National Register

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
RELIGION: church-related residence SOCIAL: meeting hall

RECREATION AND CULTURE: museum
(historic exhibits)

RECREATION AND CULTURE: auditorium
(lecture hall)

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Foundation: brick

LATE 19TH CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonial Revival Walls: wood clapboard
Roof: slate

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

See Continuation Sheets
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Immaculate Conception Rectory, Revere
7. Narrative Description
Summary

The 1901 Colonia Reviva-style Immaculate Conception Rectory isathree-gory, wood frame building
with arectangular plan, ahip roof, and alarge 2 /2-gory reer wing which dates to the original
congtruction. Exterior wals are shesthed with wood dapboards and trimmed with molded water table,
dringcourses, comice, and narrow comerboards. The date-dad roof displays dormers, two interior
chimneys, and afront baudrade. The wood-frame congtruction and Colonial Revival syle are typical of
the period in Revere The scde identifiesit as an ingtitutional resdence. The interior retains amogt all

of itsoriginal featuresincluding abroad center hall plan with omate main staircase, fi newoodwork,
unusud fireplace surrounds, woodfloors,plaster wallsand ceilings, and some light fixtures. The scae,
materids, style, lot Sze, and setback of the rectory all serveto integrate this private ingtitutional building
into the pleasant, densdy developed, residentiad neighborhood that surroundsiit. The building is in
excdlent condition and retains aremarkably high degree of integrity. All of its important character-
defining dements are basad on the theme of unogtentatious degance.

Setting/Site

The former Immaculate Conception Rectory remains on itsoriginal dte a the northwest comer of Beach
and Plessant Streats immediately north of Bogton in the City of Revere, Massachuseits Revere occupies
6.32 sguare miles on the Massachusetts Bay coadt. The inviting 4.5 mile coast consgsts of a gently
curving, sandy beach. Known as Revere Beach (NR: 1998), it hes been apopular recregtional areadnce
the mid 19th century. The city's northem boundary is defined by the Fines River, atida tributary of the
Saugus River, with extensve assodiated sdt marshes The southern edgeis defined by Belle Ide Inlet
and Mill Creek. Neighboring towns include Bogon (SE), Chdsea (SW), Maiden (W), and Saugus(N).

The Rectory faces eed to Beach Strest, a 17th century roadway that meanders northeasterly from
Broadway (State Route 107) to Bell Circle & the intersection of the Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW)
Parkway (State Route 1 A) and American Legion Highway (State Route 60). Broadway and the two
parkways are important regional thoroughfares. Beach Street marks the locus of Revere's earliest
stlement and the surrounding areahes sarved as the town center ever since. Surviving resources that
Foeek to this role include the Rumney Marsh Burying Ground (1690s; Butler Street), the former Rumney
Marsh Meseting House/Church of Christ (1710; 265 Beach Street; NR 1984), the former First
Congregational Church (1850/1885; Beach Street @ Centrd Avenue), the First Baptist Church (1893;
Beach Strest @ Library Street), and the Revere Public Library (1903; Beach Strest @ Library Street). City
Hall (1899) sgandsone block west of the Rectory & Broadway and Pleesant Strests. Severd turn-of -the-
century commercia blocks remain on Broadway as well. Sde dregts ae dominated by dwellingsthat date
(continued)
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to the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries. They are typically two to three-gtory, wood-frame smctures that
exhibit dements of the Federd, Greek Revival, Itdianate, Ssoond Empire, Quean Anne, and Colonial
Reviva styles. Most are dtered to some degree, with artificial siding and replacement windows especialy
common. Lotsare generdly smdl, and buildings face the dreet over uniforrnly shalow setbacks
maintained as turf.

The Rectory was congmcted as part of abuilding complex owned by the Catholic Church. Four
buildings on the opposite side (E) of Beach Street remain in church ownership and use They indludethe
Immaculate Conception Church and Rectory (both 1980s) a the northeest comer of Beech Street and
Winthrop Avenue, and aconvent (1960s) and church school (1913) a the southeest corner of those

roads An 1893 church and late 19th century rectory/convent were demolished in the second half of the
20th century. The former church ste liesimmediately north of the Rectory. Itisnow amunicipa
playground that isendosed by ahigh, metd, picket fence and contains young trees, benches, and
playground equipment. Thesefacilities are often used by neighborhood children or mothers picking up
children from the school acrossthe Street.

The Rectory occupies on alevel 20,647 . ft. lot a the northwest comer of Beach and Fleasant Stredts.
The lot ismaintained as turf on thosetwo dreet Sdes. On Beach Stredt, the lawn is st off from the
sdewak by low granite curbing which aso definesthe short walkway that leedsto the main entrance. A
decorative metd picket fence that gppearsto be contemporary with the Rectory building defines the
Fessant Strest edge of the property, (photo #2) There are two crabgpple trees on the south sde of the
building and a single rhododendron to the right of the main entrance. Paved parking surrounds the building
on the north and west Sdes.

Exterior Description (photos #1 and 2)

The wood-frame rectory condsts of asguare main block and rectangular reer (W) wing. The entire mess
meeaures 745" x 4r3". The main block rises 3 '/2-gories from ared brick foundation to ahiproof The
wing is 2 '/2-gories under agable roof with raked molding and cornice retums. Both roofs are date-clad
with copperflashingand are equipped with tin gutters and downspouts. Theroof of the main block
displays paired dormers on the front and reer dopes(E, W) and single dormers onthe sde dopes(N, S).
The dormers have date-clad sdes, hipped roofs, and 1/1 sseh windows. The pair of dormers on thefront
dope arejoined by arecessed copper pand with araised, gold-tonecross. A skylight crowns the center of
the main block roof Twolarge interior chimneyswith corbeled caps rise through the roof neer the front of
the building where they sarve severdfireplacesinfront and center rooms.  Single hip roof dormers are
located on the north and south roof dopesof therear wing. A small chimney gppears immediately west of
the dormer on the south dope. Exterior wall surfaces are treated the same on both main block and wing.
Sheathing congsts of wood dagpboards trimmed with narrow comerboards, molded watertable, molded
beltcourses that encircle the building above first story windows and beow third story window? (main block
only), and amolded box comice. The betcourses incorporate widefriezeboards. Windows are often
(continued)
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digned vertically and horizontally. Unless otherwise specified they contain 1/1 double-hung sseh, and
exhibit board frameswith narrow outer moldings and projecting sills. Smal basament windowswith
rough-faced granite sillsand three-pane sseh are generdly digned with those of the upper ories. The
entire exterior, including both dapboards and trim, is painted taupe.

The front facade (E) condds of a center bay that isframed by gently rounded baysthat rise the full height
of the building and are surmounted by wooden baudradeswith ball finials. Each of these framing bays
contain two windows & eech story. Thesswindowsare fitted with curved glass. The main entrance
occupies the first story of the center bay. It isfronted by an open portico with clugters of three Tuscan
columns rising to aflat roof with full cornice and baustrade. The portico is gpproached by aflight of seven
wooden gairs with molded railing and square ba usters whaose form repeatsthat of the porch and roof
bausrades. Diagona wood latticework covers the area benegth the portico.  The main entrance contains a
hendsome origina door with raised wood pandsand asingle light of pebbled glass (this may have replaced
aleadad light). The door isframed by pilagers as well as atransom and sidelights with leaded glassin a
diamond-and-ova pattern. Abovethe front door a the sscond gory isathree part window heeded by a
broken scroll pediment. A similar window, without the pediment, is located above & the third story.

The three-bay, north devation of the main block contains single windowsin the outer baysand paired
windows in the center baysa the first and second dories. At the third story the paired window is
replaced by two single windowsreflecting the smaler rooms & that level. At the first Sory, an extra
window gppearsa the west end. The two story, north eevation of the rear wing is st back from themain
block. It contains three windowsat the first sory and four a the second. A porch covers the eegtern
two-thirds of the rear wing where it adjoinsthe main block. Thisdement doesnot gopeer on the 1906-
1933 Sanborn alas. It provides accessto ai-ear entrance into the main block. The entrance is fronted by
anarrow vestibulethat contains apanded wood door with glazed upper pand and ishesded by a
transom. The details of the north porch are similar to thase found a the main entrance including Tuscan
columns, entablature, molded railing with square bauders, and lattice gpron. The rear porch lacks the
embdlishment of a rooftop baudtrade. The porch gpron, and railing have been extended westward
beyond the rear wall of the rear wing. The entire verandah dement now endasesaramp that is code-
compliant for whedlchair access

The south elevation contains four vertically and horizontally digned windowsat al three dories. At the
first story, the second window from the west isalarge, gently curved bay that is surmounted by a
baludrade. It servesthe dining room which isthe most omate interior Joece. The south Sde of the rear
wing is very similar to the north Sde including the Tuscan porch and main block vestibule. In this case
however, the porch retains itsoriginal configuration and is gpproached from the west by a flight of wood
dairs. The flrst sory contains an entrance a the west end and three modem windowsthet light a
refurbished kitchen. Three original windowsare goeced acrossthe ssoond gtory. One bathroom window
on the second floor varies from the gandard 1/1 sash pattern. Here, the upper seeh conddsof a large

sngle pane framed by small, rectangular panes, atypica Quean Anne style configuration.

(continued)
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The rear wing is centered on the rear west devation of the main block, and leaves Sngle baysinthemain
block exposed on each Sde. Those bays contain the narrow vestibule/entries previoudy described a the
first story. Single windows gppeer & the upper gories on the north sde. On the south, the wall isblank.
The rear wall of thewing contains a single window in the north bay a the first story, sngle windowsin the
north and center bays at the second story, and a single window centered in the attic story which is covered
with wood shingles. It iss#t off by anarrow sawtooth course and a continuation of the entablature. A
small, enclosed, brick entry with gable roof is centered on the basament story which isfully exposad here
due to agradud dope inthelot.

Interior Description

The Immaculate Conception Rectory isbuilt on adouble-loaded center hall plan with an'unusudly wide
centra passage that opensfrom the main block to the reer wing. It contains 22 rooms, six bathrooms,
one of which ismodem, and numerous dosats and smdl soragerooms. Typicd of communa
resdences, the first gory of the main block is devoted largely to public or commund activities including
the dining, meeting, and reception rooms. The second, third, and attic gories are dominated by
bedrooms. The rear wing contains kitchen and meeting facilitiesa the first story and bedrooms a the
second and attic Stories.

Typicd interiorfinishesinclude plager wallsand ceilings, pine and ok floors, dark wood wainscot,
raised-field pand doors (seven pands) with origina brass hardware, wide, molded window and door
frames, and awide variety offireplacesurrounds, (photo #3) Oek iscommonly used in the main block
while pine is generdly subgtituted in the wing. Severd early sconcesand hanging light fixtureswith
ceiling meddlions remain as well, (photo #5) The mogt daboratefi ni shesand fittings gpopear inthe public
Foecesa the first story. Wall-to-wall carpeting over wood floorsisthe most common interior change. In
afew cases wood trim hes been painted white, and somewalls have been covered with textured stucco.
No important original fabric gppears to have bean removed, however, and overadl the interior, like the
exterior, remains largdy intact.

Ore of the modt interesting features of the houseis itsvaried and unusud fireplaces. All fireplace
surrounds are composad of red brick with ornate terra-cotta accents in varying pattems and have wooden
mantds and terra-cotta hearths composad of squaretiles,. The terra-cotta dements gppeear as egg ad
dart, guillioche, and chevron moldings in various combinations. Brickwork is aso imaginative, with
somefireplaceshaving arched lintels, rounded, engaged column-like dements, or recessaed brick shelves.
While some surrounds have been painted white, most have been eft in their naturd date, (photo #4)

The front door (E) opensinto asmall vestibule which contains awindow and adoor on both of the sde

walls. Plagter walls are trimmed with three foot high dark-gained oek wainscot that conssts of a mop

board, two rows of square raised-field pands, and amolded chair rail. Raised-field pand doors leed

directly from the vestibule into the main front rooms. A larger door, similar to the entrance door with a
(continued)
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leeded-glass upper light and surrounded by leaded-glass transom and siddights, leads into the center hall
where the same wood wainscoting and other trim continue. The upper walls are plagter and riseto a
narrow cornice a the 10 plaster ceiling.

The main staircase rises along the rear half of the south hall wall, and continues upward through all four
dories. Risars and treads are wood. The panded wainscot rises upward adong the south gtair wall. The
north sde of the stair displays an open string profile with three tumed baugters on each sep supporting a
heavy molded handrail. At the baseof the gair, the railing is anchored by a square, wood-panded newd
pog topped by adentil course and ball finial. A brassand crystal chanddier that gppears to pog-date
1950 is sugpended from an daborate ceiling meddlion that is painted a bronze color, (phatos #6-7)

The north and south front rooms are similar in sze and design, with large curving windows in the front
bays. Here, 3" vertical boards replaced the panded section in the oak wainscoting. There are shelves on
the west wallsbut no fireplaces. The north room hes adoor in the west wall that opens into the next
room.

The dining room isthe largest and mog ornate room within the rectory. 1t oansthe eastem two-thirds of
the south sde of the first story. A unique feature of the dining room isthe coffered ceiling, with molded
wood beams creating awidely goeced grid. A brasschanddier iscentered on the ceiling. Panded
wainscoting, like that in the hall, trimsthe walls. The east wall, with its large brickfireplaceflankedby
two built-in china cabinets, isafoca point of the room. The molded brickfireplacesurround includes
fluted pilagters rising to a mantel with egg and dart molding and a secondary shelf supported by atriple
egg and dart molding The cabinets condst of wood drawers surmounted by double-leef glassdoors and a
glazed, ssgmental arch transom. The west, wall of this room contains doors to the narrow vestibule on the
south-sde porch and to a modem kitchen which occupies the rear wing  (photos # 8-10)

The two rear rooms on the north wall lack wainscoting, but continue the window and door surrounds.
Between these two rooms and accessad from the center hall, isamid-20th century devator with a smdl
wood-lined cab and metd accordion door. A modern bathroom and widened doorways have been
inserted into the rear room to permit handicgp access  From this room, the rear door and narrow
vestibule lead onto the northsde porch that was dtered inthe 1998 renovation to accommodate aramp
for whedchairs.

The upper gtories of the main block are smilar to thefirst .floor but replace panded wainscoting with
vertica boarding. Doors, and door and window surrounds are identical as are plagter walls and ceilings.
Severd rooms havefireplaces. The one in the south front room hes arich Gillette frame with floral
cornerblocks around the opening. Aboveis a secondary mantd supported by three corbeled rows of egg
and dart molding. Both front rooms retain early hanging lightfixturesand the one on the north retainsa
plager ceiling medallion. The sscond and third sory hallways are dmost as wide as the first gory hall and
ae lit by the large, triple windows inthe eest wall. The open, fourth story attic gpace once servidesa
socid room and is decorated by murds that gppear to have bean done by various artists. They depict
enesincluding landscapes and fanciful dves in bright colors. The center of the goaceiswell-lit by a
(continued)
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large, hipped skylight, below which hangsan early light fixture, possibly converted from gas (phato #11)
The dormer windowsadd additional light. A ladder leedsto atrapdoor that gives accessto the roof The
corner crawl goacesare partitioned by walls and doors to cregte Sorage goace.

The rear wing of the house contains a large modern kitchen on the south sde and asimilarly
proportioned mesting goace on the north sde. A rear gtair hal occupies the southwest corner behind the
kitchen while a sorage room is located to the north behind the meeting room. All but the kitchen have
plager wallsand dark-gained headboard wainscoting. Doors and cadngs are similar to thaose found in
the main block, but pine generdly replaces osk. The rear sair isvery smilar to the main stair but hes
omewhat Smpler balugers and newd pods, and replaces panded wainscoting with vertical headboard.
The hall has an exterior doors leading to the south porch. The ssoond and attic dories of the rear wing
have double-loaded center halls. Rooms of varying dze are found on the second floor, and samdler,
closet-like rooms on the third floor shagped by the dope of the roof. Many of thefloorsare covered with
linoleum.

Building Alterations

The former Immaculate Conception Rectory remains largely intact on both exterior and interior, even
retaining itsearly light fixtures. A magjor rehabilitation effort was undertaken in 1998-1999 with the
assgance of a Massachusets Presarvation Projects Fund (MPPF) grant that was awvarded to the Revere
Society for Cultural and Historic Preservation. The grant provided fundsfor exterior retoration of the
north and south walls. The eest and west devations had been previoudy restored by the Society asa
sparae project afew yearsearlier. Both projects involved scraping old paint, replacing rotted
dapboards and trirn where gppropriate, and repainting the exterior. A secondary project ayear later
resored origina windows, installed exterior sorm windows, and provided handicgp access The only
other major change is modernization of the kitchen. No record of this project hes bean found,” but it
gopears to have occurred within the lag thirty years.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtes are recorded on the Rectory property, stes may be present. One
Ste isrecorded in the generd area(within one mile). In generd, however, the potential for locating
ancient Native American resources on the property is loyy. Environmenta characterigtics of the parcd
are not well suited for mog types of Native sites. The Rectory occupies alevel to moderatdly doping
dte that may have been well drained prior to historic devedlopment. Wetlands, however, are not located
within 1000 feet of the Rectory, afactor that adversdy affects the prehistoric sendtivity of thislocation.
Given the above information, the smadl Sze of the nominated property (20,547 square feet) and impects
rdated to congtruction of the Rectory and parochial house, alow potentid exists for locating ancient
Native American resources on the property.

(continued)
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A high potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the nominated property. The
Rectory property was originally purchased by the church parish in 1889 to build a parochid residence.
That building was moved acrossthe dreet in 1897 and the Rectory building constructed in 1901.
Structurd evidence of the parochia resdence and outbuildings may survive on the Rectory property.
Evidence of utilities including water, sawage, ges and dectric linesthat serviced the parochia residence
may aso survive.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying
the property for National Register listing)

X A Property is associated vyith events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or that represent the
work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or that

represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or may be likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history,

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply)

Property is:
X A owned by religious institution or used for religious
purposes

B removed from its original location

C a birthplace or grave

D a cemetery

E areconstructed building, object, or structure

Fa commemorative property

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance

Suffolk County, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Community Planning and Development

Religion

Period of Significance 1901 -1951

Significant Dates 1901

Significant Person:

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) n/a

Cultural Affiliation n/a

Architects/Builders  unknown
(possibly McGinnis & Walsh)

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

See continuation sheets
9. Major Bibliographic References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

See continuation sheets

Previous documentation on file (NPS)
preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register (Bourne Farm)

previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a Nationai Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

Name of Repository: Revere Society for Cultural and Historic Preservation

Primary location of additional data

_X_ State Historic Preservation Office

Other State agency
Federal Agency
Local Government
University

X Other
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8. Statement of Significance
Criteria Statement

The former Immeaculate Conception Rectory of 1901 hes bean an important symbol of community in
Revere for one hundred years. It possessesintegrity of location, design, setting (partial) materids,
workmanship, feeling, and associations and mests NRHP criteriaA and C. It isimportant on the loca levd
with a period of significance extending from its completion in 1901 through 1951, the National Register
cut-off date. Asaformer religious property that derives its primary significance from architectura
qualities and historical associations, criterion exception A aso applies.

The former Immaculate Conception Rectory isthe earliest of two surviving historic dementsthat were part
of Reveresfirst Catholic parish. During the period of significance, that complex included an 1833-1893
High Victorian Gothic style church, a 19th-century parochid residence, and a 1913 schogj in addition to
the 1901 Rectory. The wood-frame parochid resdence and church were demolished inthe 1960s and
1980s and replaced by the current masonry church and convent.

The former Rectory isa significant private institutional building that was congructed during a period of
tremendous population growth in Revere. Asthe earliest surviving component of Reveresfirst Catholic
parish, it reflectsthe city's socid devdopment, especidly the rapidly growing numbers of Catholic
resdents.

In addition, the former Rectory sandson one of the earliest roadways in the community in an areathat
hes sarved as the city's ingtitutional center Snce the 17th century. When it was established in the late-
19th century, the Immaculate Conception parish chose a site on Beach Street where many of the
preceding Protestant congregations were located. The other higtoric churchesinthe immediate vicinity
include the Church of Christ (1710/1856/1888; NR: 1984), the Old Orthodox/ First Congregatix)na
Church (1850/1884), and the First Baptist Church (1893). The magjority of Reverés other historic
buildings are found in the generd areq, dthough not in sufficient concentrations to congtitute a district.

The former Rectory is dso important as awell-detailed and exceptionaly well-preserved example of the
Colonial Revival style, the preferred mode for ingtitutional buildingsin early 20th century Revere.
Revere History

The areathat now comprises the City of Reverewas sdtled inthe early 17th century when it was known
& Rumney Marsh. Initially comprising the northern edge of Boston (annexed 1634), Revere became part
of the new community of Cheseawhich was incorporated in 1739. Chelsea (originally known as
Winnismmet), included present-day Winthrop (originally known as Pullin Point) as well as Revere until

(continued)
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1847 when the latter two were incorporated as the town of North Chelseas Winthrop broke off esa
Sparatetown in 1852, North Chelseachangad its name to Reverein 1871, and incorporated as acity in
1914.

Present-day Revere was the focus of the ChdsealRevere/Winthrop community throughout the 17th, 18th,
and early 19th centuries. The town center developed around the Rumney Marsh Congregational Meeting
House of 1710 a Beach and Eudis Stredts, afew blocks north and eest of the Rectory. Now known es
the Church of Chrigt, this meeting house underwent magjor remoddings in 1856 and 1886, but surviveson
its original dte (NR: 1984). The late 17th century Rumney Marsh Burying Ground (NRpending) is dso
located nearby on Butler Street. When Chdseawes incorporated in 1739, its population of
approximately 100 resded inan edtimated 40 dwelling houses, 26 of which were probably in present-day
Revere. By 1765, the population hed risen to approximately 250-300. (MHC 1981: 4) In 1830 it good &
770 with gpproximately 700 residing in present-day Revere.

Beach Street, which provided aooess to the coadt, was one of the earliest roadways in Revere, and was
probably adepted from aNative Americantrail. The major road of the period was the County Road which
followed the looping course of Maiden, School, Beach, Fenno Streets. There was another route dong the
coadt. A landing good on Mill Creek a the foot of Mill Street. Trangportation was improved in 1803
when the Sdem Turnpikewass laid out immediatey west of the Colonia period town center dong the
route of Broadway (State Route 107). Bridges were congtructed acrassthe Mill Cresk and Fines River a
the same time.

Throughout this early period, agriculture was the maingay of the loca economy. Large farmsteeds,
concentrated neer the coastd marshes, produced goodsfor loca consumption, and increasingly for export
to Boston. A tidal grist mill (NR: 1972), established on Mill Creek in 1734, was the only facility for
grinding grain between Lynn and Maiden and added considerably to Reverés dature in the region
between Bogton and northern mercantile center of Sdem. Industrial development was limited to an 1803
brickyard on the new tumpike a Mill Creek.

The seads of changewere sown inthe early to mid 19th century. A key event occurred in 1838 when the
Bogon & Maine Railroad congructed one of the first rail lines in the region through Revere and opened a
depot on Beech Street. Other branch lines gppeared in later decades. Street railways mede their first
gopearance in 1860 with avery early horse-drawn linethat provided connections to Sdem aong Broadway
through the town center. Change was a0 precipitated when the siveeping cresocent of Revere Beach
atracted attention in Massachusdtts first wave of summer resort deveopment in the 1830s Changeis
reflected in the bresk-up of the 1739 town as Winthrop and. Revere sgparated from Chdseain 1847, and
when Winthrop became an independent town in 1852. On itsown, Reverés population rose from 793 to
1197 between 1855 and 1870. (MHC 1981: 6) In 1871, North Chdseawas renamed Revere, inhonor of
the patriot Paul Revere. The commercid and institutional center continued to develop inthe vicinity Beach,
Broadway, and School Streets.

Seasond and year-round suburban growth intensified in the late 19th century as new residents, were
atracted to Reverésbeachfront as well as its proximity and good connections to Boston. Initiation of

(continued)
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the Boston, Revere Beach, and Lynn Railroad (the "Narrow-Gauge' railroad) in 1875 was animportant
factor. Growth was concentrated in the new Beachmont neighborhood, but occurred in the established
town center aswell. Between 1870-1900, Revere's population doubled every decade, sky-rocketing from
1,197 to 10,395. Housing kept pacewith the population, with the number of dwellings jumping from 170
in 1870 t0 2,172 in 1900. (Shurtleff 1938: 332, 342)

The foreign-born accounted for much of Revere's population growth inthelate 19th and early 20th
centuries. 1n 1865, when Revere's population numbered about 1,000, 16% were foreign bom, with 12%
from Ireland. By 1905 27% of Revere's 12,647 citizens were foreign-born, with most coming from
Ireland, England, and Nova Scotia (MHC 1981: 7)

Most of Revere's ingtitutional buildings date to the late 19th and early 20th centuries and include the
town hall, public library, several schools and churches (MHC 1981: 9) The majority are substantial
masonry examples of the Renaissance and Colonial Revival styles. There was very limited industrial
development (MHC 1981: 8)

History of the Immaculate Conception Church and Rectory

The Church of the Immaculate Conception was the first Catholic parish in Revere ad its history reflects
both therapid devdlopment of Revere a the tum of the century, and the establishment of Catholicism as
adominant force in the Baston region.

The Church of the Immaculate Conception was established in 1885 asthefirst Catholic parishto serve
Revere and Everett. Prior tothat time. Catholics from those towns had attended services at S. Rose'sin
Chelsea. Everett was initially the parish center, with Revere attached asamission. The Reverend Josepli
E. Mohan served asthefirst pastor, celebrating mass in both communities onaregular basis. Like some
other fledgling congregations in Revere, the Catholics first held services in the Revere Town Hall at
Broadway and Pleasant Streets (1835; replaced by current building 1899). (Lord 1945: 266; Revere
Journal 5/27/1893)

Services continued at the Town Hall until 1888 when the thriving congregation was able to purchase land
nearby at Winthrop and Beach streets and begin construction of a church. Thecornerstonewas laid on
Sunday, July 1, 1888 by the most Reverend John J. Williams, Archbishop of Boston. On December 9 of
that year, the parish began holding worship services inthefinished basement chapel. Fr. Mohan
celebrated mass while the Rev. J.J. McNuity preachedthe. sermon. (Lord 1945: 267; Revere Journal
5/27/1893)

In June of the following year, 1889, Revere became an independent parish. Its formation isa direct
reflection of Revere's exponential growth inthe late 19th century and of the increasing numbers of Irish
Catholic residents. The Reverend James Leewas appointed asthefirst resident pastor and continued
until hisdeath in 1917. (Lord 1945: 267; Revere Journal 5/27/1893)

(continued)
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In 1892, while still under constmction, the church building was greatly enlarged to accommodate a much
larger congregation than had been anticipated only four yearsearlier. Theincreaseinthe congregation
resulted frorrt the continuing influx of both year-round and summer residents. The church was completed
and dedicated on May 28, 1893. Designed by a skilled but unknown architect, the wood-frame church
building was an exceptionally well-detailed example of the High Victorian Gothic style. A detailed
description inthe Revere Journal concluded that it was "one of the handsomest outside the City of
Boston". Thechurch measured 121' X 54.5' and had a seating capacity of 800. A 29" X 8' rear wing
served asthe vestry. James Campbell of Revere, Miss. E. J. Hartnett of Boston, and W. J. Emerson of
Boston donated some of the interior fittings. (Revere Journal 5/27/1893)

Thefirst living accommodation for Father Lee was provided by Mr. Holt who opened his nearby Beech
Stret home as he hed previoudy wealcomed Rev. Butler of the Unitarian Church. Father Lee resded there
until the following year, 1890, when the expanding parish purchased the adjacent land and dwelling & the
comer of Flessant and Beech Streets from the Milton Rae etate for use as a parochid resdence.
(Shurtleff 1938: 438; Revere Journal 5/27/1893) Asssen onthe 18% Revere atlas, thiswas the largest
dwelling in the area, consisting of amain block with arear wing and avery large Sde wfng. Historic
views show it to be an impressive example of the Ssoond Empire style.

According to Revere higtorian, Shurtleff, the parish purchasad athird lot of land across Beech Stregt in
May 1897, and three years later they moved the old resdence to the new lot. The present rectory
building was then congtructed on the vacated Ste & Pleesant and Beach Strestswhere it was
conveniently adjacent to the church. Formal possession of the house as aresidence occurred on April 19,
1901. (Shurtleff 1938: 438) Thisinfonnation is supported by historic mgosof 1896 and 1906. The 1896
mgp shows the pre-exigting building & Beach and Flessant dregts. The 1906 mgp shows that building on
the west dde of Beach Street and the present Rectory on the Beach/Flessant Stret Site where it dands
today. Revere garted issuing building peirnitsin 1896, but no permit exists for thisbuilding. In contragt
to the ornate Gothic Revival style Church, the Rectory displaysthe clean, smple lines of the Colonial
Revival style.

In 1912-1913, the Immeaculate Conception Parochia School was congructed across Beach Street to the
desgns of Maginnis & Wash. Thisbuilding initiated the change from wood-frame to masonry
congtruction. It formally opened on September 9, 1913. The old parochid residence acquired in 1890 and
moved to the eedt Sde of Beach Street in 1900 became a convent for the Sgters of Saint Josgph who taught
a the new schooal. (Shurtleff 1938: 438) The Sanborn Atlas shows it as alarge, wood-frame building
condgting of athree story main block with two, large, two-gtory wings. One of the wings pre-dated the
move while the other was added later. That resdence was demoalished in the 1960s and replaced by the
present large, three story, masonry convent.

Other Catholic Churches in Revere
Revere's Immaculate Conception parish continued to experience rapid growth inthe early 20th century.

According tothe History of the Archdiocese of Boston:
(continued)
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"So rapidwas the development, especially inthedistrict nearest the oceanside,
that Father Lee soon had to erect a second church in Revere — Our Lady of
Lourdes, Beachmont — which wasblessed on November 16, 1902. On January
7, 1906, a new parishwascreated here under his assistant. Rev. Patrick M.
O'Connor." (Lord 1945: 267)

Our Lady of Lourdes Church (1 Endicott Avenue; MHC #7) was built to the designs of Maginnis, Walsh,
& Sullivaninthe residentia district of Beachmont.

. Thereds is another Catholic church (500 Revere S; MHC #28) in Reverethat was originally
egablished under the augpices of the Church of the Immeaculate Conception. The Bogton Archdiocese

history reports that:

"Revere received itsthird English-speaking parish on October, 1937, when
Father Michael J. Houlihan was appointed pastor of a district in the northem part'
of the city. A church wasalready on hand, the neat, brown stucco Chapel of .
Theresa on Revere Street, which had been conducted for some yearsasa mission
of the Church of the Immaculate Conception. The new parish retainsthe name
of . Theresa." (Lord 1945: 690)

Ancther Catholic church, S. Anthony's (250 Revere Street; MHC #19), wasstarted in 1905 by Rev.
Francis Sannella, the energetic resident pastor at East Boston. This largely Italian-American parish
experienced the same rapid growth that characterizes the Immaculate Conception, thefirst sign was its
split from East Boston in 1907. Within 20years of itsfounding, &. Anthony's parishhad an Italian
population of at least 8,000. To meet needs, the second pastor. Father Ernest Rovai, resolved to build a
very large new church. The chapel of an immense, gray stone, Romanesque church with towering nave
and campanile was dedicated June 6, 1926. The upper church was not finished until 1943. Itremains a
conspicuous feature of the North Revere landscape. (Lord 1945: 228, 735, 739)

The Society of Santa L uciawas formed in 1929 by agroup inwestern Revere. 1n 1931 it became a
misson of &. Anthony's Parish. A chapd was congructed and dedicaied on December 3, 1931. The
present church, St Mary of the Assumption, was congtructed in 1947 (660 Washington Ave.; MHC #32)
when anew parish was carved from parts of Revere and Maiden.

Architectural Context and Significance

While the Cathalic population of Reverewas growing and putting down its roots, the community itself
was experiencing aperiod of unparalded public and private ingtitutional construction. Most of the
institutional buildings congructed or remodded inthe late 19th century festured wood-frame
congruction and favored various medievd revival designs. Examples include the 1888 remodeing of the
1710 meetinghouse in the Queen Anne style (MHC #47; NR: 1986), the 1884 Stick Style reincarnation

(continued)
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of the 1849 Orthodox/First Congregationad Church (MHC #45), the Stick Style Trinity Congregationd
Church (1882; MHC #2), the Shingle Style . Paul's Church (1887; MHC #3), the Gothic Reviva style
First Baptist Church (1893; MHC #54), and the Quean Anne style First Methodist Episcopa Church
(1893; MHC #8). The exceptiona High Victorian Gothic Immeaculate Conception Church of 1838-1893
was one of the finest mambers of this group before it was demolished inthe 1980s

Classica-derived styles became predominant for Revere indtitutional buildingsin the early 20th century.
Many were subgtantid masonry buildingsdesigned in the Renaissance and Colonid Revivd styles. The
first was the handsome red brick City Hall of 1899 (MHC #38) whose Greek Reviva predecessor hed
bumed in 1897. Other examples include the Revere High Schoal of 1908, and the Centra Fire Station of
1912 (MHC #25). One of the mogt impressive institutional buildings erected during this period isthe
ornate Beaux-Arts style Public Library (1903; MHC #53), donated by Andrew Carnegie. The Colonid
Revivd style of the 1901 Rectory rdatesto this group, but its wood-frame construction looks beck to the
19th century group and do reflects its resdentid use

Commercid construction of the period wes largely associated with Revere Beach. An exception isthe
large, red brick Hall'sBlock (MHC #39) erected a the corner of Broadway and Pleesant Street in 1901.
The significant numbers of housesbuilt inthe late 19th and early 20th centuries range from picturesque
aumme cottages of the 1870s to Quean Anne style suburban houses of the 1880sand 1890sto Colonial
Reviva styletriple-deckers of the early 20th century. The massing and detail of the Rectory are linked to
the latter form.

The former Rectory isawell-detailed and exceptionaly well-preserved example of the Colonial Reviva
tyle, the preferred mode for ingtitutional buildings in early 20th century Revere. Wood-frame
congtruction relatesthis private institutional building to resdences of the period and helps to integrate it
into the pleasant, densdy developed, primarily residentia neighborhood that surrounds it. Important
exterior featuresinclude original wood dapboard sheathing with betcourse trim, date hip roof with
dormers and front baudtrades, entrance porch with Tuscan columns and baustraded deck, and wood
pandled doors with leaded glassinset and surround. The interior retains dmog all of its origina features
including abroad center hall plan with omate main staircase, fine woodwork, unusud fireplace
surrounds, wood floors, plaster wallsand ceilings, and some light fixtures. All of theseimportant
character-defining d ements are basad on the theme of unogtentatious €egance.

The architect of the Rectory hes not been positively identified. A likely candidate isthe long-lived
Baogton architectura firm of Maginnis & Wash who are known to have designed the parish school in
1913. Maginnis& Walsh opened an officein Bogon in 1.89%6. Thetwo origind partners, Charles
Donagh Maginnis (d. 1953), Timothy Francis Wash (1868 - 1934), werejoined by Matthew Sullivan
(1868 - 1938) in 1901, and practiced under the name Maginnis, Sullivan & Walsh through the 1920s
when Sullivan opened his own office. Maginnis & Walsh remaned in practice until Walsh's desgth in
1934, and Maginnis continued done for saverad additiona years. The firm was nationally renowned as
designers of Romen Catholic churches and rdated buildings, having completed over 115 commissions
around the country. Maginnis was persondly noted as the nation's leading Roman Catholic architect.
Some of the firm'smogt noteworthy projects include work for Boson College and Worcester's Holy
Cross Callege (Alumni Hall 1904; Carlin Hall 1922; Dinand Library 1927; Kimball Hall 1934), the
(continued)
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Church of St. Catherine of Genoain Somerville, the Loren Towie Edate in Newton (1925; NR 1990),
sverd buildingsfor Bogton's Mattagpan Chronic Dissese Hospitd (1908 - 1913) and the National Shrine
of the Immaculate Conception in Washington D. C. While the firm was best knownfor itswork in the
Gothic Revival style, they dso produced many fine buildingsinthe Classica Reviva style.

Modern Period (post-1951)

Reverés Immaculate Conception Church complex has continued to evolve in the modern period, leaving the
former Rectory and the 1913 Schodl as the only extant historic components.  As hoted above, the pre-existing
19th century residence, which sarved as the first rectory, was replaced by the present brick convent in the
1960s. This large, new, three-gtory building now sands between the Rectory and the School. A far more
important lass occurred inthe 1980swhen the 1888-1893 Church was demolished after it was determined
that the omate wood-frame structure was too expensve for the parish to maintain. The Rectory remained in
use until 1993 when the Bogton Archdiocese transferred the church site and adjacent Rectory to the City of
Revere (Suffolk County. Registry of Deeds 18065: 318) in exchange for a property across Beach Street, just
northeest of the original church site. Thistransaction consolidated the church holdings on the eest Sde of
Beech Strest where anew, masonry church and rectory were congtructed.

Sonny Meyers Park, atot lot playground, was ingaled by the City on the ste of the origina church. The
park hes served as a neighborhood gathering place since that time. Seaing no use for the Rectory, the
City Council voted six to five for demolition despite dmogt 800 letters in support of preservation and the
initiation of preliminary fundraising. The Revere 2000 Community Development Corporation and the
Revere Neighborhood Coalition were among the primary advocatesfor presaervation of the Rectory.
Supporters chartered the Revere Society for Cultural and Historic Presarvaion (RSCHP) and gained the
support of then Mayor Haeswho wrote on July 20, 1994.that:

This letter serves as an endorsemant of the Revere Society for Culturd and
Historic Preservation's efforts to restore the former Immaculate Conception
Rectory for the purpose of establishing acultural center and musaum for the City
of Revere

The dear objectives for achieving historic preservation as the primary intent of
your group's effort, isviewed by this office as a community asset and one which
should be given the opportunity to succeed.

On November 23, 1994, the City Council reversed its position and voted to place a preservation
restriction on the Rectory, to be hed by the RSCHP. The city then granted a 99-year leeseto the RSCHP
with the stipulation that restoration work would be completed within five years and that the Society
would continue to maintain the property during the term of the leese. Soon after assuming the leese, the
Society initiated exterior restoration of the east (primary facade) and west walls. 1n 1998 the group
received a matching grant from the Massachusetts Preservation Projects Fund for exterior restoration of
the north and south sdes of Rectory. Asrequired by the grant program, the Massachusatts Historical

(continued)
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Commission (SHPO) now holds a preservation restriction on the Rectory. Work continued in 2000 when
original windowswere restored, and exterior sorm windows were added.

The RSCHP now operatesthe building as a citywide center for cultural and historic preservation, and
provides goace for numerous cultural, civic, and higtoric groups for meetings and fundraising events.
While its use hes changed a the turn-of-the-21 g century, the former Rectory of the Immeaculate
Conception Church remains as a centerpiece of the community, and aclear symboal of its cultural, ethnic,
and civic history.

Successful rescue of the former Rectory hes dso raised the generd visibility and popularity of historic
preservation in Revere. Inaddition to that cause, the Revere Cultural Council granted some of its 2001
funds to nominate the Rectory and the 17th century Rumney Marsh Burying Ground to the National
Regiger of Historic Flaces The current mayor, Thomas G. Ambrosino, fully endorsed this action. The
city plans to continue similar efforts on ayearly bess.

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potentia to provide detailed information on
late 19" century residentid and religiouslife in Revere, rdigiousresidentia architecture and the no
longer extant building complex that once characterized the Immeaculate Conception Parish. While the
research potentid of the late 19* century parochia residence may be limited, careful recording and
mapping of gtructurd evidence from the building may contribute details relating to building architecture
and layout within the overall complex of rdligious structures inthe Parish. Occupationd reated features
(trash pits, privies, wells) should be rare for this period and structura type. However, andyss of any
refuse aress or artifact distributions associated with specific activities may contribute important
information relating to residentid life in ardigious setting during the relatively brief period of
occupation a this dite.

(end)



OMa AppnttiMa. ,ai*-OOll

United States Department of the Interior
Nationd Pak Savice

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet immaculate conception Rectory

Revere (Suffolk), MA
9 ” 1

Saction numbe

BIBLIOGRAPHY
The Catholic Church inthe United States. The Catholic Education Co. NY. 1912.

Lord, Robert H., John E. Sexton, and Edward T. Harrington. History of the Archdiocese of Boston. Vol.
[11. 1866-1943. Pilot Publishing Co. 1945.

Massachusetts Historical Commission. Historic and Archaeol ogical Resources of the Boston Area.
January, 1982.

Massachusatts Historical Commission. Massachusetts Preservation Projects Fund Project File. Grantee:
Immeaculate Conception Rectory, Revere Massachusdtts, 1998, On File a Massachusetts
Historical Commisson, Boston, M A

Massachusetts Historical Commisson. Revere Reconnaissance Survey Report. 1981.

McChrigtal, Joseph F. Revere, 100 Years 1871-1971. Revere, 1971

Prochilo, Cristina. A Meccaf or the Masses Problems and Solutions in the Preservation of Revere
Beech, Massachusetts. Magers Thess, Corndll University, 2000.

Revere Historica Commission. MHC building inventoryform. June, 1977.

Revere Journal. "New Church - The Church of the Immaculate Conception to be Dedicated”. May 27,
1893.

Shurtleff, Benjamin. The History of the Town of Revere. Boston. Beckler Rressinc. 1938.

Sullivan, Dr. James S One Hundred Yeas of Progress. A Graphic, Historical and Pictorial Account of
the Catholic Church of New England. Illustrated Publishing Co. Boston. 1895.

Maps and Atlases

Bromley, GW and Wadlter S Atlasof the City of Chdseaand the Towns of Revereand Winthrop. GW
Bromley & Co. Philadelphia. 1396

Sanbom Insurance Atlas. City of Revere.  1906-1933.

Whitman & Howard. Map of the Town of Revere, Mass 1906.

(end)



Immaculate Conception Rectory, Revere Suffolk County. Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one acre; 20,647 sq. ft.

UTM References Boston North Quadrangle Scale 1:25,000
(place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)
1. 19 334450 4696700
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description

The former Immaculate Conception Rectory dands a the northwest comer of Beach and Fleesant Stregts in the center of Revere. The
boundary is shown on the attached City of Revere Assessors map #15, block #257, lot#1. The lot contains 20,647 squarefeet. The
map wes ladt revised on May 9, 1997. The scdeis 1" = 100.

Boundary Justification

The boundary of the nominated property is confined to the current lot. Other pre-1951 buildingsin the area are not included due to
dterations and to the presence of many recant buildings. The Immaculate Conception Schoal is hot included in the nomination dueto
the large, intervening, 1960s convent.

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Candace Jenkins, Historic Preservation Consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, MHC, NR Director
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date  December 2001
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state. MA _Zip code 02125

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items (ctieck witti the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of tfie SHPO or FPO)

name City of Revere
street & number 281 Broadway telephone. 781-286-8110
city or town Revere state MA zip code _ 02151
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Black and White Photograph List

Photographer:  Candace Jenkins, Belmont, Mass. (photos 1-5), JesscaZullinger (photos 6-11)

1 Rectory, primary esdt faBade and west Sde (May 2001)

2. Rectory, south sde and eedt feBede (Sept. 2001)

3 Vegtibule woodwork (Sept. 2001)

4. Fireplace, 2" dory, Sfront room (Sept 2001)

5 Hanging light and medallion, 2** gory, N front room (Sept 2001)
6. Front hall, main Sarcase (May 2001)

7. Main darcass, rall detail, 2** floor (May 2001)

8. Dining room (May 2001)

9. Dining room,fireplacedetail (May 2001)

10.  Dining room, china closet, eest wall (May 2001)

11.  Attic, skylight, ges light fixture, murds facing south (May 2001)

(end)



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT (F THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REGE STER (F HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI ON RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI O\ NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY | mmacul ate Conception Rectory
NAME

MJLTI PLE
NAME :

STATE & GONTY.  NMASSACHUSETTS, Suffolk

DATE RECEl VED. 12/ 28/ 01 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST:
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 1/ 27/ 02 DATE OF 45TH DAY:
DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 01001559

REASONS FCR REVI EW

APPEAL: N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE;, N LESS THAN 50 YEARS:
O'HER N PDIL: N PER CD N PROERAM UNAPPROVED
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT; Y NATI ONAL:
GOMMENT WAl VER N

NACHEPT RETURN REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS

A% OMMI({jNij MIbd(Si~ icvdidy AnM

RECOM / ORI TER A
RRMBER 47ty AMM> DISCIPLINE fii<:iNJd/"
TELEPHONE DATE

Z2zZ2Z

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached coments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N











































































Revere Public Schools RECEIVED
101 School Stregt NY 2 6 0L
Revere, Massachuseits 02151

Paul Dakin. Ed.D.
Supenntendent pdekin;a reveremec.edu

October 29, 2001

ToWhomit May Concem, ; ~

I'm writing this letter in support for the Revare Sodety for Culturd and Higtoric Presarvetion
(RCHP) building, located on 108 Beach Siredt in Revare, Massadhusdits to be entered on the Nationd
Regde of Higoric FHaces RSCHP isanon-profit group of dtizens hesworked long and hard to save a
higoric buildingfi-ombeing razed. Ther work, located in the heart of the City, hes done mudch to ehanoe
the areawhile meking visible to the community theri chhistory of Revere

Revere traditiondly hes not bean acommunity thet hes cderated its history. The RSCHP hes
been, ad il is, alesder in changing the imege of Reveare by sharing itsri chhigory through programs in
our schodls and through various evants gpen to the community in the evenings and weskads They d0
offer opportunities to enUven our community by providing the locd and regiond artidtic communities a
forum to digplay their work. In short, they have done maore in the padt ten years to ethance the culturd
presarvation. City pride, and higtorical dgnificance of Revere then any individud or organization Snce ny
&mily came to Revae inthe lale 1800s

The building located & 108 Beach Sret hes been alandmark for years | knew the building es a
rectory for priessinthe locd paiisL The building isrichand degp in charecter with multiple rooms
fireplaces, ad fedures of agady large home There arefew, if any, other buildings in Revare with this
dhaade.

As the Supaintendant of Schods we are looking a weays to improve the commimity by
improving our schodls Like the RSCHP, we are veted in the community. The recognition of 108 Beech
Srest baing placed on the Nationd Regider of Higtoric Haoes will cause Revare reSdants to look doser &
thelr higory and presarvetion in generd.

| wholeheartedly emborace their gpplication for placament on the Nationd Regider of Higtoric
Raoes

Sncady,

Dr. Paul D&kin
Suparintendant of Schodls



Ihe City of REVERE, MASSACHUSETTS 6f
Office of the Mayor
281 Broadway, Revere, MA 02151
(781) 286-8110  Fax (781) 286-8199

THOMAS G. AMBROSINO A
Mayor
MASS HST. GCOW
October 29, 2001
Brona Smon

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusatts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, M assachusatts 02125

Re: Letter of Recommendation
Dear Ms. Smon:

| am in receipt of your recent letter notifying the City of Reverethat the former
Immeaculate Conception Rectory & 108 Beach Street will be conddered by the Massachusetts
Historicdl Commission for listmg on the National Register of Historic Placeson Deoem be 12,
2001.

| would like to take this opportunity to expressmy full support for this nomination.
Condgructed in 1901 dunng a period of tremendous population growth, the former Rectory is the
older of two surviving historic dementsthat were part of Reveresfirst Catholic parish. The
building is awell desgned and exceptionaly well preserved example of the Colonia Reviva
yle, the preferred mode for ingtitutional buildings in early 20* century Revere. More
importantly, it dandstoday as a centerpiece of the community, and a clear symbal of its cultural,
ethnic, and civic history.

In addition to its historical significance, the former Rectory has acted as a catays to
revitalize historic preservation efforts in Revere. When the Bogon Archdiocese transferred the
Rectory to the City in exchange for property acrossthe dreet in 1993, the initial intention was to
demolish the building and creste a park. Insteed, a ground sw ell of public suppoi t led 1o
formation of the Revere Society for Cultura and Historic Presarvation ("RSCHP"), areversa of
the voteto demolish, and rebirth of the building s a community center. Today, the RSCHP holds
a ninety-nine year leese on the building and hes successfully raised funds to restore both the
exterior and interior. The city is grateful for the money that was provided through the
Massachusetts Preservation Projects Fund.

Successful rescue of the former Rectory has also raised the general visibility and
popularity of historic preservation in Revere. For example, the Revere Cultural Council granted
some of its 2001 funds to nominate the Rectory and the colonial period Rumney Marsh Burying
Ground to the National Register of Historic Places. | supported this action, and will continue to
support similar efforts in the future. " ¢ '¢'A'Arno't ..o -hv .r, ».e f A ;-'-/- -JO.



Brona Smon

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Commission
October 29, 2001

Page 2

| look forward to apositive vote when you consder this nomination on December 12.
This action will not only recognize an important historical and community asst, it will aso
affirm Reverés commitment to historic preservation.

truly yours

Thomas G. Amb:
Mayor
TGAlijg
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Betsy Fiedburg

Massachusdtts Higtoricd Commisson
220 Morrisey Boulevad

Bogon, MA 02125

Re 108 Beach Srest / Nationd Regisry Nomination
Dear Ms. Fiedourg:

On bendf of the Revere Higtoricd and Culturd Commisson, | am writing to extend my
suppart for the nomination of 108 Beach Siredt to the Nationd Regisry of Hidoric
Haoes

The Revare Soady for Culturd and Historic Presarvation hes done an admirablejob of
renovating and restoring 108 Beech Stredt to itsformer glory. It isremarkable that a
building dated for demalition not only proved to be architecturdly beautiful, but hes a
rich higory dl its own.

108 Beach Street's place in the history books hes only just begun. Upon completion, the
RSCHP plans to gpen the building to the public as acultura center and musaum of
Revere Beech memorahilia and Revere hidory.

The Revare Higtorica and Cultura Commisson supports the nomination of 108 Beach
Sret to the Nationd Regidry of Historic FHaoes nat only because of the building's
mgedic pest and diginguished architecture, but d<o to recognize and goplaud the
higtorical 9gnificance this building hes on us here and now.

If I may be of asagance, | may be reeched a (781) 284-9240.
Very truly yours, N

(Mii<j<n Hxf/tfu<n CtdUi AMN Lrir?VVNANY KA
Favma Hansn, Chair, Revere Higoricad and Culturd Commisson
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Decembers, 2001

Betsy Friedberg

Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusdtts 02125

RE: 108 Beech Street/Nationd Registry Nomination
Dear Ms. Friedberg:

| amwriting to respectfully ask that the building that housesthe Revere Society for Cultural and
Historical Preservation be given consderation to receive Nationd Registry Status.

Thishistorical building, located & 108 Beach Stret is of significant architecturd vaue, not only
to the Revere Society for Cultural and Historical Preservation, but to the City of Revere and its
45,000 citizens. Thisunique structure, built over 100 yearsago, is an extraordinary example of
tum of the century architecture. The wooden structure, formerly used as achurch rectory dates
back to 1901, isasgnificant landmark in the City of Revere.

| an confident that you will concur, that the structure located a& 108 Beach Street, meatsall the
criteria and warrants such prominent status on the National Registry. Thank you for your
condderation and please feelfreeto contact me with any questions.

Sincerdly,

KATHI-ANNE REINSTEIN
Sae Representative
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Ms. Betsy Friedberg

Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Blvd.

Boston, MA 02116

Dear Ms. Friedberg,

As adaerepresentative for Revere, | strongly encourage your support and
approvd of the former Immaculate Conception rectory a 108 Beach Street, to the
National Regiger of Historical Places.

As you may know, this property is aplace of both historical and architectura
sgnificance dating back to 1901 that is deserving of preservation. The National Register
datuswill as3s in providing the proper acknowledgment of the building's proud pest
and assureits place inthe community for future generations.

Thank you for your consderation of my comments. If | can be of any fiirther
ass3dance, pleesefed freeto call upon me.

.DeLEO
resentative

RAD/tjim



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

u - -««Viliam Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Decamber 26, 2001 M assachusetts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosad plessefind the following nomination form:
Immeaculate Conception Rectory, 108 Besch ., Revere (Suffolk), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has been sgned by the
State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Stete
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Six letters of support have been received.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg \
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC. Cadeoe Jarking Gretchen Schuler, Jessica Zullinger, presarvation conaultants
Dr. Pau Dékin, Revare Supt. Of Sdhods
Mayar Thomes G. Ambrasino, City of Revare
Am Fedde Revare Soddy for Culturd and Higtoric Presarvaion
Frank Stringi, Hanning Director
Maie Aless, Revae Higoricd Commisson
Seva Hasn, Revae Hidoricd and Culturd Commisson
Rep. Robat A. Dd_eo
Rep. Kahi-Anne Raengdn

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state. ma. us'ssc/ mhe



