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1. Name
historic Pl TTSH ELD S NORITH ADAN\G PASTHINIER STATI ON VD  BAGGE 5 BEAAEESsS HOOO =
and/or conmon Pl TTSF BELD S NORTH ADMN\EG PASTHEHNEFR STATI ON VD  BAGGE 5 P ESsS HOO =

2. Location

street & number 10 Pleasant Street Al/it'not for publication
city, town Adams Nfirvicinity of congressional district  First
state Massachusetts code 025 county Berkshire code CO3
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public -X occupied agriculture museum
X- bullding(s) JL private _X unoccupied _X commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process yes: restricted government scientific
being considered X yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner off Property

name Donald Dilego
dret & numbe 10 Pleasant Street

city, town Adams 4rvicinity of date M assachusetts

5. Location off Legal Description

courthouse regsry o deeds etc. Berkshire County North Registry of Deeds
drest & number Str eet
city, town Adams gate M assachusetts

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets
title of the Commonwedlth has this propaty bean daemined degible? .yes

no

date  January, 1979 federal state county local

depadtory for aurvey records M assachusetts Historical Commission. 294 Washington Str eet

cty,tomn Boston date Massachusetts



7. Description  apave Pittsfield and North Adams Passenger Station

Condition Check one Check one
excel | ent deteriorated unal tered K origina site
ood ruins atered noved date
ar unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The former Passenger Station and Baggage 8 Express House of the Pittsfield and North Adans
Railroad stand east of the Pittsfield and North Adans railroad bed and west of Pleasant
Street, near the east end of Arnory Court in Adans Center. Although assigned a street
nunber, both structures are sited inreferencetothe railroad bed rather than the street.
Both buildings have rectangul ar floor plans, andare one-story high, enclosed by hip roofs
whi ch have a steeper pitched central section enclosingthe actual structures andashall ower
pitched outer section which provides a covered wal kway around each structure.

The larger of the two structures i s the Passenger Station, which isbuilt of red brick
(now paintedwhite) andtrinmmed with brow sandstone, both rock-faced and dressed. The
Passenger Station's opposite elevations (east and west; north andsouth) are identicalto
each other, except for nodem alterations.

The west elevation faces the railroad bed andrests onaplinth of dressed sandstone.
Symmetrically arranged, this elevation has at its center agroup of three w ndows whose
sills are formed by a course of rock-faced stone which extends around the entire building.
Now partially blocked, these windows contained 4/1sash and have fl at-archheadsof radiating
brick. Flankingthis central grouping are two large arches with brick andstonevoussoirs.
Partially filled inwith brick toforma straight-sided opening (by original design) each

of these arches contains a central door of nine wood panels with chanfered sides and noul ded
tops and bottons. Flankingthe central door are two 6/2 sidelight w ndows set over panell ed
bases. Surmounting each door andits sidelights isatripartite transom glazed with small
square panes. Placed symmetricallyinpairs along the wall are |am nated, curved braces

whi ch support the roof's projecting eaves andexposed decorated rafters. The east elevation
al though originally identical to the west has been altered by the blocking of several w ndows
and by the replacement of its three central windows with a single plate glass w ndow
(md-20th century).

The Passenger Station's south elevation rises froma dressed sandstone plinth to a continuous
band of rock-faced sandstone which formthe windowsills. Above this tone course, at the

el evation's center are three w ndows, each of which has a sem-circular head of radiating
brick; all threew ndows are currently blocked. Flankingthis group of windows are two pairs
of lam nated braces which support the eaves. Thenorth elevation differs fromthe southin
that its easternmost w ndow retains 2/1sash and both of its outer windows retain a sem-
circular transons of small square panes; elsewhere w ndows are bl ocked.

The Baggage 8 Express House stands north of the Passenger Station andi s connected to the
station only by a concrete railway platform The Baggage 8 Express House i s a wood-framne
structure onabrick foundation. Thebuilding's najor elevations (west 8§ south) are
sheathed with awainscot of vertical tongue andgroove boarding; above the wainscot the

wal | s are clapboarded. Thewest elevation contains two entries symmetricallyplaced, and

the south endcontains one, also symretrically placed. Each of these entries contains
doubl e doors; each door rises froma cross-braced panel with chanfered edges, to two small
panels, to alight of 16 small square panes over two |arge panes. Wile sone of the [ights
have been danaged, the doors remain essentially intact. Theroof of the Baggage S Express
House i s supported by 3 [ am nated braces onthe west elevation andtwo onthe south elevation.
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The other elevations (north and east) of the Baggage § Express House were originally less
ornate and have undergone subsequent alteration. The north elevation is entirely covered
with clapboarding and is partially blocked by an added shed which provides access to the

cellar. Centered on this elevation is a single 152 w ndow (damaged), above which the
eaves and braces have been shorn back approximately 2-3. The east elevation abuts a

nei ghboring property and has been covered with plywood panelling at itsnorth end. At

its south end, a small clapboard covered addition (ca. 1930-40) has been built beneath the

eaves. This addition has two blocked windows on it seast side and a single door onits
south side.



8. Signifficance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
_X_1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications . industry politics/government X transportation
. invention other (specify)
Specific dates ca. 1889-94 Bui | der/Architect Uhknown

Statenent of Significance (inone paragraph)

The fornmer Pittsfield 8 North Adans Railroad Passenger Station and Baggage 8 Express House
possesses integrity of location, design, materials and setting, as well as historical
associations with the Pittsfield and North Adans Railroad by which they were built as
Adans' s main depot. They neet criterion A of the National Register of Historic Places.

The Passenger Station, with its brick construction, arched wi ndows and entries, sandstone
trim and deep eaves supported by |am nated wood brackets, conbines el ements of the
Ronanesque Revival and Queen Anne styles. Despite alteration t ow ndows of the east

el evation and the partial blocking of windows on other elevations, the essential features
of the station remain intact including panelled entries andits railroad platform

Located north of the Passenger Station is the wood-frane Baggage and Express House which
was listed in local directories as thelocal office of both the Anerican Express Gonpany
and the Western Union Tel egraph CGonpany as early as 1889-1890. Although built toa simlar
but mniaturized plan of the Passenger Station, the Baggage 8 Express House is nore
fancifully decorated, particularly in its ornately panelled double doors and wooden siding.
Exact construction dates for the two structures are unknown, however, both appear on the
town atlas of 1894. I naddition the town's first directory (1889-1890) lists thetwo
buildings without street addresses, but in the sane way as subsequent |istings, suggesting
that the present buildings stood by 1889.

Inportant t othe devel opnent of Adams industries, the Pittsfield 8 North Adans Railroad
was built through Adans i n1845-1846. Wien originally opened, the railroad maintained a
depot slightly north of the town's center between Depot and Hoosac Streets. However, with
the growth of the present downtownand the increase in local population, the Passenger
Station and Baggage House were huilt on Pleasant Street and a separate freight house perhaps
the former depot was maintained north of Pleasant Street. Following their conpletion, the
Passenger Station and Baggage House renained in active useuntil the md-twentieth century.
The two structures now remain as inportant remants fromthe railroad s major period of
activity.



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

Smith, J. E A, ed. History of Berkshire County, Vol. |, NewYork, J. B Beers 8 Gonpany,
1885.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 27 acres
Quadrangle name Windsor, Mass. ""Quadrangle";cale ~=24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The nom nat ed property includes only the | ot described i nBerkshire County North Registry
of Deeds, Record Book 607, page 388 and illustrated onBerkshire County Plan, Roll Myp 46

(copy attached).

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state iYi code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Candace Jenkins, Registration Director with
nametite Brian Pfeiffer, ACT f or Massachusetts

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission dae March, 1981
dregt & number 294 Washington Street telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state / \ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according tothe criteria and procedures set tort\yby the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

titte Executive Director , Massachusetts Historical Cannissi(3n dae

For HCRS use only

| hereby eeriify that this preperty is ineluded In the National RegjsteL.”
Entered in tna

national Begl!stOE date
Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 635
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13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Certtficcttcn

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any item may be continued on an ctteched

Phone:

sheet

202

272-3504
























Pittsfield s Nortd Adans Railroad Station

Adans, M

Office of Division Engineer
Springfield, M

Novenber 1958

Scal e: one inch = 30 feet

MR 3 18



______ COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
11111 mf | Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
, h
HISTORICAL (I)Bgigg] Massachusetts MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

February 17, 1982

Ms. Carol Shull

Acting Keeper

National Register Division
National Park Service

U.S. Dept. of the Interior
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find thefollowing National Register nom nation fornmns:

Adans: Arnory Block (local)
Adans: Barrett Block (J.ocal)
Adans: Berkshire Mill #1 (local - DX 6/81)
Adans: Jones Block (local)
Adans: Mausert Block (local)
Adans: Pittsfield & North Adans Passenger Station and Baggage and
‘ Express House (local)
Adans: Simmons Bl ock Clocal)
Lawrence: American Wool en Mi || Housing District (local)
Mel rose: Town Center Historic District (local)
MiTton: Belcher-Rowe House (local)
Needham Davis-'MIls House (local)

Needham Joshua Lewi s House (local)
Needham Townsend House (local)

Peabody: Nathaniel Felton Houses (local)
Stockbridge: G endale Power Station (local)
Stockbridge: Weatleigh (state)

Webster: Main Street Historic District (local-DOE)
Westfield: Octagon House (local)

Weynmout h: O d South Union Church (local)

Al'l were voted eligible by theState Review Board at their meeting on
2/ 10/ 82 and have been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.
Comrents by owners and other interested parties areattached. Owmners
and chief elected officials were notified of pending Review Board

consi deration on Decenber 23, 1981.

Sincerely,

Candace Je/kir MAR S 198?
Registratiorrtirector



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

STATE MASACHUZETTS

Date Entered

Name

Barrett, P. J., Block

Berkshire Mill No. 1

Jones Bl ock

Pittsfield and North Adans Passenger
Station and Baggage & Express
House

Honorabl e Edward M Kennedy
Honorabl e Paul E Tsongas
Honorable Silvio 0. Conte

M d-Atlantic Regional Office, N°S
North Atlantic Regional Office, NPS

APRIL 1, 1982

Location

Adans
Berkshire County

Adans
Berkshire County

Adans
Berkshire County

Adans
Berkshire County

Notified

State Historic Preservation Officer

Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski

Executive Director, Massachusetts
Historical Comm ssion

294 Washington Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

For further information, please call the National Register at (202) 272-3504



