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1. Name of Property 
historic name LOWER UNION STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
N/A not for publication 
N/A vicinity 

street & number 5-167 and 24-154 UNION STREET 
city, town ROCKLAND 
state MASSACHUSETTS code 025 county PLYMOUTH code 023 zip code 02370 

3. Classif ication 
Ownership of Property 
H private 
I I public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 
5 n building(s) 
I I district , 
I I site 
I I structure 
I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing  

36 

36 

Noncontributing 
21 buildings 

sites 
structures 
objects 

21 Total 
Name of related multiple property listing: 

N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register 0 

4. State/Federai Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the Nationai Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 

5 ^ 
MASS. HISTORICAL COMMISSION, STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

[^entered in the National Register. 
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 
Register. See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the ; 
National Register. 

• removed from the National Register, 
n other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use Lower Union Street, Historic District, Roclcland Mass. 

Htstoric Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
DOMESTIC/ SINGLE DWELLING 
COMMERCE/WAGON EXPRESS OFFICE 
DOMESTIC/BOARDING HOUSE 
EDUCATION/LIBRARY 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
DOMESTIC/SINGLE DWELLING 
DOMESTIC/MULTIPLE 
DOMESTIC/HOTEL 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

FEDERALIS, GREEK REVIVAL, ITALIANTE SECOND 

EMPIRE, VICTORIAN GOTHIC, CAPE COD COTTAGE, 
QUEEN ANNE, COLONIAL REVIVAL, BUNGALOW 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
MOST PROMINENT IN DISTRICT 

foundation GRANITE 
walls WOOD ( c l a p b o a r d & shinglp.«;;> 

roof _ 
other 

roof 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Lower Union Street Historic District, located in the central portion of 
the town of Rockland, encompasses all buildings which line Union Street 
between Market and Water Streets with the exception of 166 Union Street. The 
District is residential in character and is located just south of the town's 
commercial center. The area surrounding the district is also residential but 
contains modest houses of the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries; 
it is possible that these might comprise a second district. Occupying an area 
of approximately 15 acres, the District consists of 36 contributing buildings 
and 21 non-contributing buildings (including added sheds or garages and 3 
modern buildings). The District is characterized by well-preserved nineteenth 
and early twentieth century residential structures which represent a variety 
of architectural styles, including Federalist, Greek Revival, Cape Cod 
Cottages, Italianate, Second Empire, Colonial Revival, Victorian Gothic, Queen 
Anne, and Bungalow styles. Although a number of the houses within the 
District have been sided with aluminum, the integrity of the District has not 
been compromised. 

the only 
Lane House 

Street -
(64 

The oldest surviving representatives of the area's history, and 
examples of the Federalist style in the D is t r i c t , are the David 
Union Street - 1816) and the Deacon Reed House (132 Union Street - ca. 
The primary elevation of the David Lane House remains substantially unaltered, 
with the exception of the Victorian porch, and retains many elements of i t s 
original design, including i t s symmetrical fenestration, wide frieze and end 
wall chimneys. The Deacon Reed House survives as an excellent example of 
Federalist design, with i t s e l ip t i ca l fanl ight , multi-paned sidelights and 
brick end walls (south wall now covered with aluminum siding). 

The Greek Revival style was widely used within the D is t r i c t , primarily for 
those buildings constructed around the middle of the nineteenth century. 
Between 1830 and 1879, 12 Greek Revival style houses were constructed within 
the D is t r i c t , the most notable examples being the David Hunt, Jr . House (103 
Union Street - 1832), Lane House (5 Union Street - 1840), Edwin Starr T i r re l l 
House (36 Union Street - 1855), Shaw House (58 Union Street - 1965), and 80 
Union Street (1874). The David Hunt, Jr . House is a handsome example of a 
side-ha11 plan house in the Greek Revival sty le. Rising two stories to a 

ri3 See continuation sheet 
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Style. Its mansard roof with numerous dormers, bracketed porch posts, 
projecting window heads is indicative of that style. 

and 

The most heavily ornamented building in the district is the Victorian Gothic 
Torrey House (135 Union Street - 1876); its decorative bargeboards, arched 
dormers, bracketed cornices, and bay windows are characteristic of that style. 

The late nineteenth and early twentieth century buildings in the District 
provide three fine examples of the Queen Anne style, the E. Payson Torrey 
House (100 Union Street - ca. 1848), Stoddard House (65 Union Street - 1903) 

Tred Austin Shaw House (86 Union Street - ca. 1906), 
Among these, the E. Payson Torrey 

and Fred Austin 
substantial ly 

all of which remain 
House is particularly in tact . ^ 

noteworthy. Although clapboards now replace the wood shingles which 
or iginal ly covered the f i r s t story, the house retains the fish-scale shingles 
at the second story and snowflake pattern in the gable, in addition to 
hexagonal roof slates. The main entry retains i t s original double doors with 
stained glass panels and is sheltered by a small porch with bracketed posts 
and a quatrefoil motif in the gable. 

D is t r ic t was the H.G. 
in the Bungalow sty le. 

Perry 
the 

House (154 
rests on 

The last residence built within the 
Union Street - ca. 1910). Designed in the Bungalow style, the house 
a rubble foundation and rises to a gabled roof with wide overhanging eaves and 
decorative bargeboards. The building possesses numerous noteworthy elements, 
including its recessed second-story porch with fluted columns, large 
triangular dormer with oculus, numerous balusters, and Palladian bay window. 

Continued 





8. Statement of Significance i.nuFR IINTON RTRF.F.T HISTORIC DISTRICT, ROCKLAND. MASSACHUSETTS 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally O statewide Q locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ j ^A I I B F ^ C I I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ A [HIC ^ F I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance T' " ' j ' " Significant Dates 
INDUSTRY 1816-1910 • ' 
ARCHITECTURE 

1 ' > Cultural Affiliation 

^ f * **/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A , N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Lower Union Street Historic District possesses integrity of location, 
design, setting, materials, and workmanship, as well as significant 
associations with the development of the town of Rockland in the nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries. The District possesses a unique concentration 
of well-preserved, architecturally distinguished buildings constructed between 
1816 and 1910, most of which were owned by prominent citizens of Rockland. 
The Lower Union Street Historic District is of local significance and meets 
Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

Rockland, formerly that part of Abington known as East Abington, was 
incorporated as a town in 1874, by which time it had been established as a 
shoe manufacturing community. Manufacturing resources were available to the 
area from the outset with usable water power in the dam at Studley's Pond 
(near the town center). As early as 1837, nearly 1,500 people were employed 
in local factories. In that year, a total of 670,295 pairs of boots and shoes 
valued at $944,715 were manufactured. By 1848, nine small shoe factories were 
operating in East Abington; this number increased to 22 by 1869. At the time 
Rockland was incorporated (1874), the area had a population of about 4000 
people and approximately 20 shoe manufacturers conducting business within town 
borders, most of which were located in the Lower Union Street area. The 
largest of these manufacturers, Jenkins Lane, had a factory at the foot of 
Union Street where it intersects Market Street (and forms the southern 
boundary of the District). C.W. Torrey's factory stood near the intersection 
of Union and Vernon Streets; W.E. Putnam & Company were located at the 
intersection of Union Street and East Water Street (the northern boundary of 
the District); and Torrey & Gurney (later E.P. Torrey & Company) occupied a 
factory behind 110 Union Street. By 1880 Rockland boasted 26 local factories. 

Rail service helped to spur commercial and residential growth in the area as 
well. In 1868 the Hanover Branch Railroad began providing service between 
North Abington and Hanover Four Corners passing through Rockland (East 

; P See continuation sheet 



9. Major Bibliographical References lower un ion s t r e e t H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t , Roclcland, MA 

- Rockland's Arch i tectura l Heritage, Booklet 1 (Rockland His tor ica l Coimiission, 
1986). 

- Rockland Centennial (The Rockland Booklet Committee, 1974). 

- Stone, Orra L. History of Massachusetts Indust r ies . (Boston-Chicago: 
. S.J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1884). 

- Hurd, D. Hamilton. History of Plymouth County, Massachusetts. 
Phi ladelphia: J.W. Lewis & company, 1884). . 

- Campbell, Martha G., "The Research Reporter", The Rockland Standard, 
_ 1965-1981 (on f i l e a t Rockland Memorial LibraryTI 

- H is tor ic Resource Survey, (Rockland Histor icaLCommission). 
I I See continuation sheet 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I 1 recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

the 

Primary location of additional data: 

HState historic preservation office 
Other State agency 

I I Federal agency . • i 
I I Local government 

I I University . i n l • -̂wo ' r 
• other - i . , ' , r t ,c-
Specify repository: 
MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of property Kc res 

UTM References 
A I 3 | ^ | l | 6 | 4 , 5 

Zone Easting 
C l l ^ | 3 | 4 , 1 | 6 , 4 , 5 

l ^ | 6 | 6 | 6 | 3 , 0 , 0 | 
Northing 
l ^ . 6 | 6 , 5 | 2 , 2 , 0 

Scale 1:25000 
USGS QUADRANGLE: Whitman, MA 

Weymouth, MA 

B L i i ^ | 3 | ^ 1 | 6 , 7 , 5 | I 4, 6| 6, 4| 9, 1, 0| 
Zone Easting Northing 

D K J I I I I I I I I I I . I - L 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET r 1 1 ; ' * ' 

PP̂  See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 
The Southern boundary i s estavlished by a contemporary shopping plaza on the south side 
of Market Street. The northern boundary roughly separates the commercial buildings from 
t h i s r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood. Beyond the east and west boundaries, the buildings do not 
follow the same pattern of development as those along Union Street. 

r.,-' rv rv.'c 
I 1 See continuation sheet 
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street & number 80 BOYLSTON ST. telephone 617 -727 -8 / i 70 
city or town BOSTON. state MASS, z'P code 02116 
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building was raised to 2 1/2 stories in 1901 when i t was purchased by jewelers 
W.A.G. Smith. 83 Union Street (Photograph 5) was built ca. 1849 for shoemaker 
David Lane and his wife Mary. The Federalist style house at 64 Union Street 
(Photograph 11) was also owned by a Lane. Built in 1816 for David Lane, the 
son of Charles Lane, the house was later occupied by Isaiah Jenkins and his 
brother-in-law Jonathan Cushing, during which time i t was the home of East 
Abington's first library. Boston leader dealer (and son of Jenkins Lane) 
Alonzo Lane had his home at 24 Union Street (Photograph 13). Prior to 1877, 
when the existing structure was built, the site was used for a school house 
(t)uilt ca. 1829) with a second school being added in 1831; both schools had 
been sold by 1872 and moved to other sections of Rockland. Alonzo Lane built 
a house on the site between 1850-1855; this building was sold and moved to 
another site in 1877 when he constructed the existing house. 

The Lane family is one of several major shoe manufacturers who lived within 
the District boundaries. The Victorian Gothic style house at 135 Union Street 
(Photograph 6) was built in 1876 for one of Rockland's major sTToe 
manufacturers, Charles W. Torrey. Torrey began manufacturing shoes in 1858 
with T.P. Young. In 1860 he constructed a factory on the east end of the lot 
at 135 Union Street. At the height of operations, his company employed 200 
skilled operatives and produced 50 dozen boots and shoes a day. After his 
retirement in 1889, Torrey was involved in real estate development for about 
10 years. He was also director and a founder of the First National Bank of 
Rockland and a long-time trustee of the Rockland Savings Bank. 36 Union 
Street (Photograph 11) was constructed in 1855 for Edwin Starr Tirrel1. 
Tirrell started a shoe manufacturing business in the same year with Lemuel 
Jenkins under the name Jenkins & Tirrell. At the outbreak of the Civil War, 
Tirrell became foreman of the stitching room at the J. Lane & Sons Shoe 
Factory. After serving in the war from 1864 to 1865, he returned to Rockland 
and began manufacturing shoes again, this time with N.S. Jenkins (probably 
Nathan Jenkins). In 1870 he took over the operation of the J. Lane & Sons 
Factory. Later he joined shoe manufacturers E.P. Torrey & Company. Shoemaker 
Nathan Jenkins constructed the house at 61 Union Street (Photograph 3) in 
1848; he remained its owner as late as 1F77I I t is one of several houses in 
the District which were owned by the Jenkins family, most of whom were active 
in Rockland's shoe manufacturing industry. Joseph French built the house at 
148 Union Street (Photograph 8) in 1837. Constructed as a 1 1/2 story Cape, 
this building was raised to 2 1/2 stories in 1864. French was employed at the 
Jenkins Lane Shoe Factory as a shoe cutter. He later established a shoe 
company with his son, James E. French; their factory was located on West Water 
Street opposite Grove Street. The house at 91 Union Street (Photograph 5) was 
constructed in 1857 for shoemaker David Franklin Hunt, a descendent of Thomas 
Hunt. Thomas Hunt was one of the earliest shoemaker's in Rockland, starting 
in the 1790s. Members of the Hunt family also owned houses at 83 and 103 
Union Street. Constructed in 1832 for David Hunt, Jr. and his wife Clarissa 
Reed, 

Continued 
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Photograph 6), Queen Anne (100 Union Street - Photograph 9), Colonial Revival 
(48 Union Street - Photograph 12), and Bungalow (154 Union Street - Photograph 
8). 

Continued 



Hnfom^Om»* .X r •' I OUB Anfn^ NO. 102*001$ 
^ . . . . • V. • 

United States Department of the Interior , , 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet „ c. . 

Lower Union Street, 
Rockland, Massachusetts 

Section number __8 Page 5 

Archaeological Significance 

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Rockland are poorly understood, 
any surviving sites would be s igni f icant . Amateur and professional research 
in this portion of Massachusetts has been biased toward more coastal 
locations. As a result , in ter ior coastal areas l ike Rockland are probably 
underreported. Sites in this area could provide valuable data toward a better 
understanding of in ter ior coastal settlement and subsistence systems. Sites 
might provide much-needed information regarding native American settlement 
along the in ter ior or headwaters of the Taunton River drainage. Similar 
information might also be gained for coastal drainages that begin in this area 
and drain easterly to Massachusetts and Cape Cod Bays. 

Historic archaeological remains described above have the potential for 
providing detailed information on the social, cu l tu ra l , and economic patterns 
that characterized Rockland's greatest period of development during the 19th 
and early 20th centuries. Survey and excavation may help determine whether or 
not survivals of shoe manufacturing mi l ls exist that contributed to Rockland's 
development as a shoe manufacturing town. Industrial sites such as these also 
after the potential for study of technologies and manufacturing techniques 
used in the shoemaking process, the analysis of products produced in the mi l ls 
(shoe styles, types, composition, etc.) and information pertaining to working 
conditions for mi l l workers. Careful sampling and analysis of 
occupational-related features (trash p i t s , pr iv ies, wells) associated with 
standing structures in the d i s t r i c t could provide extremely detailed 
information on several of Rockland's inf luent ia l cit izens during the 19th and 
early 20th centuries. Most houses constructed in the d i s t r i c t were bu i l t by 
individuals involved in the shoemaking process, often mil l owners, or by the 
town's otherwise prominent c i t izens. Thus, opportunities exist to study the 
lives of many of Rockland's more inf luent ia l cit izens as well as the town's 
more aff luent class as a whole. 
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Verbal Boundary Description 

Beginning at the northwest corner of Union Street and Market Street, the 
boundary runs west along the southern lot line of the property at 24 Union 
Street, then turning north along the rear lot line of those houses on the west 
side of Union Street numbered 24 through 154 to the northern lot line of 154 
Union Street, then turning east and crossing over to the east side of Union 
Street, then turning north and continuing to the northern lot line of 167 
Union Street. * The boundary continues east along the northern lot line of 167 
Union Street to its rear lot line, then turning south and running along the 
rear lot lines of those properties numbered 5-167 Union Street, to Market 
Street, then turning west and continuing to the point of beginning. 

The southern boundary is established by a contemporary shopping plaza on the 
south side of Market Street. The northern boundary roughly separates the 
commercial buildings from this residential neighborhood. Beyond the east and 
west boundaries, the buildings do not follow the same pattern of development 
as those along Union Street. 

*(N.B. 166 Union Street, a modern gas station, is excluded) 
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LOWER UNION STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT (cont'd) 
District Data Sheet 

64 Union Street 
shed 

65 Union Street 
garage 

71 Union Street 

72 Union Street 
garage 
shed 

80 Union Street 
shed 

83 Union Street 
garage 
shed 

86 Union Street 
garage 
shed 

90 Union Street 
shed 

91 Union Street 

100 Union Street 

103 Union Street 

107 

106 

112 

' 113 

100 

114 

115 

99 

158 

98 

B 
B 

6 
B 

B 
B 
B 

B 
B 

B 
B 
B 

B 
B 
B 

B 
B 

B 

B 

B 

David Lane House 1816 

Stoddard House 1903 

Marshall Lane House ca. 1848 

Harvell House ca. 1879 

80 Union Street 1874 

David & Mary Lane House ca. 1849 

Fred Austin Shaw House ca. 1906 

Zenas Jenkins House ca. 1830 

Hunt House 1857 

E. Payson Torrey House ca. 1885 

David Hunt, Jr. House 1832 

Federalist 

Queen Anne 

Greek Revival 

Italianate 

Greek Revival 

Greek Revival 

Queen Anne 

Greek Revival Cape 

Greek Revival 

Queen Anne 

Greek Revival 

C 
NC 

C 
C 

C 
C 
NC 

C 
NC 

C 
NC 
NC 

C 
NC 
NC 

C 
NC 

C 

C 

C 
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LOWER UNION STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT (cont'd) 
District Data Sheet 

110 Union Street 159 B 
shed B 

115 Union Street 97 B 

122 Union Street 160 B 

132 Union Street 161 B 

132R Union Street - 87 B 

• * ' •• 
135 Union Street 88 B 
140 Union Street (trailer) 

trailer 
trailer 

141 Union Street 
•VACANT 
148 Union Street . 1 6 3 B 

garage [ ^ B 

149 Union Street - ' \ B 

151-153 Union Street ' B 

154 Union Street i . 164 B 
shed 

159 Union Street ; \ B 

167 Union Street 84 B 
shed 
shed • 

Torrey Building 

A.W. Perry House 

Reed House 

Deacon Reed House 

MOVED in 1988 
from 141 Union St. 

Torrey House 

South Shore Trailer Sales 

141 Union Street 
VACANT (see 132R Union St) 

French House 

149 Union Street 

151-153 Union Street 

H.G. Perry House 

159 Union Street 

Hotel Thomas 

TOTAL: 36 Contr ibut ing 
21 Noncontributing 

ca. 1848 Greek Revival 

ca. 1879 Second Empire 

ca. 1850; ca. 1890 Cape; Queen Anne Finishes 

ca. 1818 Federalist 

ca. 1860 

1876 

ca. 1970 

1860 

1837; 1864 

Greek Revival/Early Victorian 

Victorian Gothic 

Greek Revival/Early Victorian 

Cape; Greek Revival 

ca. 1860; ca. 1975 

ca. 1920; ca. 1970 

ca. 1910 Bungalow 

ca. 1915; ca. 1975 

1874 Second Empire 
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February 2, 1989 

Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you will find the following nomination forms: 

The Rockland High School, Rockland, MA 
The Rockland Trust Company, Rockland, MA 
Lower Union Street, Historic District, Rockland, MA 
The Phoenix Building, Rockland, MA 
The Rockland Memorial Library, Rockland, MA 
The Pond Hill School, Wellfleet, MA 

All have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached 
to the nomination forms. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg ~J 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Enclosure: 

BF/di 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 
SOBoylstonStreet, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617)727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary 


