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1. Name
historic /Captam Josiah .Praiih j HOUKH

and/or common Captain Josiah Pratt House
2. Location

street & number 141East St3?2«e%r AN not for publication
- r

city, town PovHor-o Ajy~vicinity of

state Massachusetts code 025 county Norfolk code 021

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public N occupied agriculture museum

A building(s) ~  private unoccupied commercial park
structure both worit in progress educational X private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object N/A in process 1_yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

nane Richard and Karen A. Mordount

sreet & number 141 East Street

city,ton Foxhnrn vicinity of state M assachusetts
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. R egistry of Deeds

dreet & number High Street

city, town Dedham state MA

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic
titte Assets of tl~"e Commonwftal th~r"/6 hes this property been determined digible? yes Ji_no

date 1981 federal N state county local

depodltoryforsurvey records M assachusetts Historical Commission

city,tomn  Boston state MA



7. Descrlptlon r.;"pi-ain Josiah Pratt House. Foxboro, MA

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered X _ original site
good ruins altered moved date N/A
fair . unexposed

Doscrlbo the present andoriginal (if known) physical appearance

The Captain Josiah Pratt House stands on approximately one-third acre of |and
in rural East Foxboro. The handsone 18t hcentury structure faces southeast,
behind a cut granite retaining wall andol dlinden andwhite ash trees.
Across thestreet i stheoriginal barn, nowsubstantially altered t ohouse

a commercial pool store; thetwostructures are nowunder separate ownership.

Rising from a cut granite foundation, thetwostory house i sof wood franme
construction, sheathed i nclapboard andcrowned by a hi proof with center
chimey. A small, one-story addition on thenortheast corner i s thought

to be 19t hcentury i norigin, while another one-story roomwas built on the
northwest corner 1 n1970; both of these have shed roofs. On the southwest,
a gable-roofed, two-car garage and connecting breezeway were also addedi n
1970. . N

Plain sili boards, corner boards, andcornice molding frame the elevations
of thePratt House; wi ndow architravesare also quite simple, enclosing
2/2 sash (originally 12/8). The five bay facade (southeast elevation)
features a wide, gabled entry pavilion; itsdoor andhalf-height sidelights
are enclosed by a channeled double architrave with bulls-eye corner blocks.

The northeast side of t he house contains four symmetrically placed w ndows*
on i tsnorthern corner theaddition extends outward about 15 feet and i s
lighted by twoasymmetrically placed wi ndows. The southwest side hasthree
regularly arranged wi ndows and a side entry pavilion which echoes the facade
entrance, though i tlacks theornamental trim  The back (northwest side)

of the house features asymmetrically placed wi ndows andthetwo ground

floor additions; thenortheast addition has a simple doorway.

In plan, three main roons on each floor cluster around thecentral chimey
and stairway. A secondary, straight runof stairs vertically connectsthe
northwest corner of thehouse. Most of theinterior finishing—woodwork
and hardware—dates from t heFederal period, as seen i nt h front sitting
room (on the southeast corner, nowthedining room andi nt henewkitchen
(at therear of thefirst floor). The ol dkitchen (ont he southwest comer,
now t helivingroom) retains i tsoriginal beehive oven, placed to the

side of thefireplace. Thehall contained by thefront entry porch features
a vaiilted plaster ceiling. Qn thesecond floor, themaster bedroomhas
interior folding shuttersi neach of it sthree windows. Therear additions
contain a famly room wutility/laundry room," andsmall office.

While atraditional date of 17601 sascribed t ot he house, several features
suggest that i trmay date from as late as 1780. These include it sdeep

plan, lowpitched roof, simple wi ndow surrounds, andinterior Federal period
detail.

Alterations t otheexterior of thehouse aremnimal. Theentry pavilions,
iIf Georgian i ndate, appear not t obe original; they may possibly datet o
the Federal period. Other additionsinclude the Greek Revival facade
doorway, 2/2 sash, theone-story additions, andthegarage and breezeway.
Three 19t hcentury nmaps show a structure—alled the "newpart"--which was
as large as themin house attached t otherear of thebuilding. Available



8. Significance Captain Josiah Pratt House, Foxboro MA,

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture _  religion
1400-1499 y archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 -1  agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X. architecture education X military social/

_}C 1700-1799 art engineering music A humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy . theater
1900- communications industry politics/government . transportation

invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1760 Builder/Architect N/A

Statement of Significance (inone paragraph)

The Captain Josi&h Pratt House"' i s significant for itsassociation withan
active town leader i nthe 18thcentury. Captain Pratt, andas an important
exanple of 18t hcentury architecturei nFoxboro. Theproperty, which retains
integrity of design, location, setting, materials, andworkmanship, thus
meets Criteria BandC of t heNational Register.

The Pratts were a promnent family i nthis area during the 18thcentury,

including mill owners, farmers, andtavern keepers i nnmany of t he towns
surrounding Foxboro; Capt:ain Pratt's father owned a store, tavern, and grist
mll i nnearby Mansfield. Josiah Pratt (1720-1800), who i sthought t ohave

built this house ¢.176 0, was primarily a farmer but also owned a quarry and
a bedof ironore.

Foxboro was incorporated as a town i n1778, combining parts of Stoughton,

St ought onham Wal pole, andWentham However, i n 1753 church separatists

led by Pratt filed a petition with thetown authorities i nStoughtonand

with thestate legislature topermt their withdrawal from thetownof
Stoughton andannexation t oNorton North Precinct (nowMansfield). The
request was denied, but i testablished Pratt.as. aresident of East

Foxboro and as a |eader i nlocal affairs. Pratt later presided **oderator
over thefirst town meeting andwas elected t ot heBoard of Selectmen at the
first election; he served there for three terms,.

Pratt was also deeply involved i ntheevents of t heRevolutionary War.

He served onthetown of Stoughton's Commttee of Correspoiidance and acted
as thfeir delegate t othemeeting i nMilton on Septenber 9, 177 4, which
passed t hecelebrated Suffolk Resolves. During theWr, Pratt conmranded
a conpany of men who marched from Foxboro t olLexington onApril 19, 1775.
Three of hi ssons— ssac, Levi, andJoseph—al so marched with this conmpany
to Lexington, andagain t oRokbury onMarch 4, 1776. A younger son,
Abija, enlisted i n1780andserved i nRhode Island.

Ownership of thePratt House remained i nthefamly until 1927. Following
Josiah's death, occupants of t he house included hi sson, Abija, who served
as a selectman for four terms; Abija's sonShubel, who was t he Town Clerk
in 1820; andMarkus Pratt Forrist, whoi nthemd-19th century acted as
Depot Master at t he East Foxboro Railroad Station.

The Captain Josihh Pratt House i sanexcellent indication of the Pratt
fami ly's position i nthecommnity. Although typically 18thcentury
in design, itssubstantial size andelegance—as well asitsvery
existence—are distinctive for theperiod i nFoxboro, which was a small



9. Major B bliographical References

Lane, Clifford and Edith P., TMs Ws Foxboro, Rea-Craft Press, Inc., Foxboro,
MA, 1966, pp. 17, 22, 23, 28 and 31.
Carpenter, Robert W, History and Directory of Foxboro MA for 1890. History

of the Town fromtheFirst Settlement tothePresent Tine. AE Foss and Co.
Nf.ArAhP.m. MA 1«0rT-

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 16,541 square feet
Quadrangle name Mans£i-8ld, MA Quadrangle scale 1:25000
UMT References
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Verba boundary description and justification A certain parcel of land with buildings there-
on on the Northerly side of East Street in Foxboro, Norfolk County, shown on

a "Plan of land of Foxboro, MA., Scale: 1" - 20', dated October 31, 1980,

RIM England Co., Inc., Mansfield, MA" to be described herewith and more

wira'IPriife"s'iind e "WirNof i pSkfrri<jv>d p/ftg "moPMfSOMA&KM - ~~~
state code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

namefiteWendy Frontiero. Preservation Planner wi M;ziry TN PH+h Pyne™ Consult-

ant
oganizion Massachusetts Historical Commissiof|™? 12-31-82
dreg& numbe 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470
aty or town Boston state MA

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state A local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by-the National Park Senl/ice.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature f (tAll”"c. "OJ<MO>M'ASVASAIN

State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion MW

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

Steealn tls date

~N"HCeeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration
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documentation suggests that this additionwas built before 1837 and des-
troyed sonetime after 1838/ unfortunately, no further desciptioni s
know i s known of it.

Possible archaeological features associated with theproperty include a
trash pit i ntheback yard, which has yielded several ol dbottles and

a butter churn with itslidintact. The one-time existence of t helarge
"new part" of thehouse also suggests potential for finding additional
household remains from t he 19t h century.

Cbntinuation Part 8
struggling town through t heearly 19t hcentury. | ncomparison t oother |local
houses of theperiod, thePratt House remains t helargest and best preserved.

I'ts later alterations reflect changing architectural taste over thel8th and
early 19t hcenturies, while notdetracting from theoriginal design.

Continuation Part 9

Copel and, Jennie, Mansfield News, "Mansfield i nOther Days", Mansfield, M\,
Article #16, 1929, Article #192, 1933.

Aut hel et, Jack, The Foxboro Reporter, "Revolutionary War Soldier Builds a
Hone", Foxboro, MA, 1/17/80.

Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors of the Revolutionary War, Wight and
Potter Printing Co., Boston, 1904.

Book of Records i nthe Second Precinct i nthe Towmn of Stoughton, 1740t o
1765, p. 33. The Sharon Historical Comm ssion.

Registry of Deeds of Norfolk County, Dedham M\

Continuation Part 10

Sout herly by t he curve East Street 175.46 feet; thence,

N38- 50- 40W a distance of 44.68 feet; thence,

N12- 16- 52W a distance of 44.68 feet; thence,

S43-47- 31E a distance of 57.94 feet; thence,

S36- 52- 45E a distance of 94.05 feet t oEast Street andpoint of beginning,

Said parcel contains 16,541 square feet according t osaid plan.

"Also see attached Sketch Map".



FOBRO MSS
Capt. Josiah Pratt House

Assessor's Myp, 1981
Scale: 80 =1"
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1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

7, Pescription

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity
alterations/integrity
dates
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8. Significanco

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

-applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

S. Major Bibliographical References

10. Ooographlcal Data

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

.MMonal «m .— leea:

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

[T mi |l Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington street
MQTOPIr™AlI Boston, Massachusetts
nNioO 1«*niVAMi- 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

March 16, 1983

Ms. Carol Shull/ Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior
Washington, DC 20243

Dear Ms. Shull,
Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nomnation forms:

Hanpden: Thornton W Burgess House (national)

Foxboro: Memorial Hall (local)
G ange Hall (local)
AN . Nosiah Pratt House (local)

Al'so enclosed i sthe Garbose Building 1 nGardner, which was
returned tous for a property nmap.

Al'l have been voted eligible by theState Review Board and have
been signed by the State Historic PreservationOfficer. Oaners
were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75
days before themeeting and were afforded t heopportunity to
comment. Comments received t odate areattached t ot he nom nation

forms.

Sincerely,

Candace/ Jenki ns i.. e
Regi stration Director XIA\
Massachusetts Hi storical Conmm ssion NGV

Aef | WA

Encl osures



