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1. Name of Property

historic name Mount Wollaston Cemetery

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 20 Sea Street J? /" not for publication
city or town. Quincy N/E vicinity

sate M assachusetts cncia MA  nniinty  Norfolk code Zip code AAAAA

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this 0 nomination

n request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally « statewide B locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

red CHtlfylrgOfflGd/TltleJUdlthAB' MCDonoughDd*e Exelcutive Director

achusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer
SatFof Fedad agay ad buresu

In my opinion, the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Dae

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
| hereby oertify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper National Regist

[v entered in the National Register.
¢ See continuation sheet.

determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.

n determined not eligible for the
National Register.
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.
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5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

e private  building(s)

Xl public-local A district

e public-State « site

* public-Federal e structure

e object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNERARY; Cemetery

Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A

Narrative Description

Norfolk County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
5 5 buildings
1 .
sites
9 1
structures
53 S objects
68 1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNERARY; Cemetery

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation ;A

walls N/A
roof. N/A
other. N/A

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Mount Wollaston Cemetery, Quincy, occupies an area of land rising from the heed of
neerby Town River Bay & thejunction of Ssa Strest and the Southem Artery (3A, formerly
Valley Street). The Ste occupies the crest of alow hill that rises between the Bay and
Black's Creek to the northwest. Located in Merrymount, Ste of one of the earliest
stlements in Quincy (Braintree), Mt. Wallastonis a dightly rolling prominence that
overlooks lower terrain to the southeest and east.  Entry through the main (ees) gatefrom
Sea Street brings one up a dight rise to arelatively flat tree-studded plateau. The plain drops
off in a somewhat degper gradient dong the southem edge and then reverts to a more gently
dope that proceeds down to a granite wall bordering the Southem Artery to the south. This
results in an extended linear section aong this thoroughfare. A portion of the northeastern
section of the upland is depressed and the resulting valley provides a pleasantly varied
topography. Along the westem and northem perimeters lies the newer portion of the
cemetery. Thisland, within the encircling granite boundary walls, isrelatively flat and open
and hes been laid out in the modern fashion with straight roeds and geometric ot

arangements.

In plan, the cemetery is rectangular with dmost 2,000 feet fronting the Southem Artery and
about 1,500 feet dong Sea Street. Marking these boundaries, as well as theremaining
perimeter of the cemetery, is an impressive low pitch granite wall with rough granite coping
and pyramidal cgpped pods The wall is Sepped up in response to rising terrain (Photo #1).
A sscond gate is provided of f the Southern Artery & Greenleaf Strest while the third (west)
entrance from Merrymount Road is now daosed to vehicular traffic by achain.

The original layout of the cemetery was aranged in 1855 by the Committee on Mount
Wollaston Cemetery, who "visited some of the principal Cameteries in the vicinity of Boston,
Forest Hills having fully met their views, they were fortunate in securing the services of Mr.
Brims, Superintendent of said Cemetery, who kindly offered to asss the committee in laying
out the avenues which he did ..." The decison of the town-gppointed committee was a
conscious one: "ingtead of procuring some narrow, contracted barren waste, where neither
tree, shrub, nor flower would grow, they desired to obtain a tract which would combine all
the essentids, capadiousness, naturd beauty, and other requisites for arural or garden
cemetery.” (William S Peattee, A History of Old Braintree and Quincy. 1878, p. 149).

Mr. Brims design weas very impressve and much of his layout still exigs in the original
section of the cemetery.  Curving, tree-lined roads with names such as Walnut, Larch,

(continued)



NPS Fomi 10-900-a OMB Approrol  No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

, Mount Wollaston Cemetery

c«ot:«r, «,.r«K«. 7 Do«« 2 Quincy, Norfolk County
Section number Page-i Massachusetts

and Elm Avenues (the sgnage is modem) provide handsome vidlas over generoudy sized
family plots of deceasad Quincy citizens, prominent and ordinary. The walk sysem, designed
& part of the garden cemetery, is till somewhat in evidence throughout much of the older
portion, but there is no longer any sgnege in place to identify the routes. On an old plan of
the cametery (marked "Property of Col. A.B. Packard - Camp 95, S of U, undated but thought
to be circa 1865-1870), these byways carried floral names such as WigteriaPath. The plan
a0 demarcated alily pond neer the Sea Strest entrance, the outline of which is still
discemable athough it was filled in around 1931 and some of the areautilized a5 gravestes.

The original land devoted to the Mt. Wollaston Cemetery was a portion of the Town of
Quincy Poor Farm. The 1838 Atlas of Norfolk County shows the cemetery with the same
configuration as it had when founded. To the north is a 9zegble plot of land belonging to the
Woodward Trugt, while the land on the eestem edge is owned by John Quincy Adams ad
surrounds his large resdenceffarm "Merrymount.”  1n 1897 much of the land to the north hed
been subdivided into house lots with one large parcd still the property of the Woodward
Trugt. The 1907 Atlas shows that the cemetery had been enlarged through the purchese of a
large parcd of land that moved the north and eest boundaries to Merrymount Road. 1n 1923,
the Atlas showed clearly the tekeover of what was formerly the Woodward Trust parcel on
the north sde of the cemetery and land on the eest perimeter purchased from Merrymount
Farm - which itself had been subdivided into houselots.

In this well-maintained cemetery, scattered mature oaks, maples, some pine and tulip trees
meke up a majority of the overstory vegetation. Beneeth this, the understory consists of
limited plantings of taxis, rhododendron, and other low bushes. Many of the plotsin the
older section of the cemeatery are surrounded by the granite curbing o frequently used in
Victorian times to definitively establish the limits of the family burial place. Very little
planting is found in these arees except for mature trees.

The outstanding structure in the Mount Wollaston Cemeaery is the previoudy mentioned
granite, low-pitch pyramidal cgoped wall with projecting coping, which endosss the entire
yard (Photo #1) and the Cemetery Office Building (Photo #2). Thisis a hear-square granite
smcture st on a north/south incline near the center of the tract. The entrance is located a
the south elevation. While moderate in sze, the Cametery Office Building is an important
presence, for it is one of the larger dructures (dlthoughin height it is overshadowed by the
many soaring obdisks and some of the mausoleg). The walling materia of ashlar granite
endows the building with stability while the hip-roof overhang emphasizes the structure's
horizontal!ty. Fenedration is irregular, conssting of six-over-sx wood sseh windows st
upon projecting granite sills. The smple enframed entrance protects a wood door composed

(continued)
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of a solid dado topped by two lights. The nearly square massing under an overhanging hip
roof is reminiscent of numerous park and date park smctures built by the Department of the
Interior in the 1930s

A row of sx imposing mausolea dand on a grassy knoll just north of the Cemetery office.
Although five were built by Quincy's Lincoln Granite Co. and E. Settimelli & Sons Inc.,
within the lagt fifty years, their fine architecturd quality will make them significant
contributing resources in the future. To the west is a noncontributing structure, atool
house/garage, of cement block and granite congruction with aflat tar and grave roof A soil
stockpile area hes been ettablished eedt of the maintenance shed, surrounded on three Sdesby
a five-foot wooden stockade fence.

Severa memorids to pagt wars dand in Mount Wollaston Cemetery. The largest is the Civil
War monument (1868), which occupies the height of land overlooking the junction of Ssa
Street and Southem Artery (Photo #3). The memoria to those serving in World War | (1920)
is abronze placque mounted on a rough granite boulder and designed by well-known Quincy
sculptor Bmee Wilder Saville. The Firemen's Memoria (1929), styled by Horence
McAuliffe, an architect, is carved from West Quincy Granite and is one of the many
outstanding examples of the sonecutters art in the cametery. The massve granite fountain
(1891) a the Sea Strest entrance to the grounds hes three curved seps with two Sone ssets
flanking the circular trough/fountain with water spouting from an um covered with acanthus
leaves

Throughout the Mount Wollaston Cametery there are many examples of the stonecutter's
skill. To record each one is not possble and the District Data Sheet can provide but a
representative sample of the abundant, superbly carved monuments. There are an estimated
85,000 to 115,000 gravestones and markers in Mount Wollaston Cemetery in some 14,350
family lots. There are only seven mausolea and four tombs 0 dmog all the funerary
makers are gravesones and monuments.  Since it remans an active cemeaery to the present,
additiona gones are continually added to the total.

As Quincy is the home of the granite industry in the United States, it is not surprising that
Mount Wollaston Cemetery is virtually a sculpture garden of granite memorids. The
Victorian styling of the grounds enhances the effect of such outstanding works as the Vogel
Monument (1884, Photo #4), which includes some thirty smdler markers in addition to the
impressve monument. The dome-topped Bamicoat Monument (1898, Photo #7) isan
excdlent example of the high quality of memorias found in the ceametery as is the John King
memoria (1904, Photo #8). More modem sones continue to reflect the skill of Quincy's

(continued)
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done carvers as demondrated in the Cdtic crass of William T. Spargo (1915, Photo 6), which
is strongly reminiscent of the &t. Martin's Cross, lona, Scotland. Another, more recent
memorid is the large, polished granite ball marking the grave of Theophilus King (1935,
Photo #5), which is a testimony to the skill of the artisans who "tumed” granite. The
Horrigan Cedltic Cross (1927), the impressive, modern Coletti monument (1950s), the Adams
table tomb (1886), the raised Baxter sarcophagus (1885), and the ball-topped column of the
Turner monument (1897) all sarve to demondrate the handicraft, skill, and tdent of the
Quincy granite carvers.

Archaeologica Description

While no prehistoric dtes are currently recorded in cemetery property, it is possible that dtes
ae present. Two prehistoric Stes are recorded in the generd area (within one mile). The
physica characteristics of the property, including well-drained level to moderately doping
terraces in dose proximity to Black's Creek and Town River Bay indicate favorable
locationa criteriafor Native American subsstence and settlement activities. The excavation
of graves may have affected potentia prehistoric survivals. Given the aove information and
the sze of the cemetery (51 acres), a moderate potentia exigs for the recovery of significant
prehigtoric remains.

There is dso a moderate potential for the location of significant historic archaeologica
remans on the property. Further documentary research combined with archaeological survey
and testing can determine whether or not survivas exist in this areafrom one of Quincy's
ealiest settlements, Merrymount which datesto 1625, The exact nature of these survivasis
unknown & this time; however, they may reate to resdentia, agricultural, or even shop
building activities. A smilar research gpproach can dso document potentia archaeologica
aurvivas from the old Town Farm, a portion of which was ussd for the cemetery in the mid
19th century. Unmarked graves may adso be present in various aress of the cemetery,
particularly its periphery, which were associated with burial practices during the period of
significance for the cematery or with the Town Farm.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

S A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

e B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

S C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the worl< of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lacl<
individual distinction.

* D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

« B removed from its original location.

e C a birthplace or grave,

g D a cemetery.

e E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

+ Fa commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

« preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

« previously listed in the National Register

» previously determined eligible by the National
Register

» designated a National Historic Landmark

» recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

» recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Norfolk County, MA
Courty ad Sate

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ART

ARCHTTFCTITRK
COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVHE.ORMENT

TANDCAFF. ARCHTTKCITTRR
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
1855-1943

Significant Dates
1855

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Briggs Luther, Surveyor (1855)

Briggs Daniel, Cenetery Planner (1855)
(see continuationsheet)

or more continuation sheets.)

Primary location of additional data:
B State Historic Preservation Office
« Other State agency
» Federal agency
0 Local government
e University
e Other

Name of repository:

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
Thomas Crane Public Library
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 51 - aprpR

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1M 13134780 1468027 31119 1313|5/0|8|0| |4,6|8 0|5 4, O
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
19 334920 4680420 411191 1313i513i6iol 14i6 [8I0[3i0i0 I

S See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By
Minxie J Fannin & Monique B Lehner, Fannin-Lehner Preservaton Consultants, with
nameftitte Ret.qy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

o Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion January 1994
organization date

80 Bo¥l ston Street

street & numtier telephone  (617) 727-8470

Boston

city or town dae MA Zipcode 02116

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

namft City of Quincy
street & number. 1305 Hancock Street tfliflphnne (617) 376-1000
city or town  Quincy dae”l A Zipcode 02169

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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ARCHITECT/BUILDER (Continued)

CipoUini, A. J. - bronze sculpture (Hod Carriers, 1930)
McAuliffe, FHorence - Firemen's Memoria (1929)
Mitchell, Charles R. - Sea Street gete (1866)

Mitchell, Chegter - Soldier's Monument (1868)

Rideout, Luke - Origina boundary walls (1856, no longer extant)
Town of Quincy Receiving Tomb (1868)

Saville, Bruce Wilder - World War | Memoria (1920)
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Mount Wollaston Cemetery, 20 Ssa Street, Quincy, possessesintegrity of location,
design, setting, materias, workmanship, feeling, and associaion and meets National Register
Criteria A and C on the local level. Laid out in 1855 when the Hancock Cemetery (1640)
was becoming filled, the city-owned 51-acre Mount Wollaston Cemetery is entirely
surrounded by handsome low granite wallswith granite coping and pyramid-capped pods. It
is dted on arising dope with grand vidas looking down on two of Quincy's mos impressive
boulevards, both leading to Boston Harbor from the center city. Under Criterion A, Mount
Wollaston Cemetery is important in Quincy's history as its second public burial ground andin
the devdlopment of the Quincy granite industry. Besides the gravestones and monuments
reflecting numerous variations of Quincy granite, many of which can be identified ascoming
from a particular Quincy quarry, one saesbeautiful examples of "turning,” which is the
cutting and grinding of a block of granite into a perfect sphere or column. As an excellent
example of the "rura"” or "garden” cametery movement, which started in Boston with the
founding of Mt. Aubum Cemetery in 1831, and for the beauty of its many granite
gravestones, mausolea, and private and civic monuments. Mount Wollaston Cemetery medts
Criterion C. Associated with the broad patterns of Quincy's history, in particular the granite
industry, as well a being an outstanding rural cemetery possessing unusua design vaue inits
granite art. Mount Wollaston Cemetery dso qualifies under Criteria Condderation D.

In response to Quincy's growing population in the 1840s and 1850s Mount Wollaston wes
one of five new cemeteries developed in this period. The other four were St Mary's (115
Crescent Street, 1842, MHC #3805), Hall Cemetery (Crescent Street, 1841, MHC #804), and
two sailors cemeteries. Sailors Shug Harbor Cemetery (Pdmer Street, 1857, MHC #800) and
Nationa Sailors Home Cemetery (Fenno Street, 1861, MHC #806).

Recognizing that Hancock Cemetery the town's earliest, would soon be full, a committee was
gppointed a the 1854 town meeting to make recommendations for a second public burial
ground. It wes decided to use aportion of the town's farm, land given by William
Coddington, which lies on the westerly sde of Saa Strest.  The Mount Wollaston Cemetery,
consecrated on November 1, 1855, messured 25 acres, 1 quarter, 15rods” With an
extenson in 1870 and a further piece of land added prior to 1900, the cametery reeched its
present Sze of 51.53 acres by 1943.

Before embarking on the design of a new necropolis, the Committee on Mount Wollaston

Cemetay determined that arural or garden cemetery was the type of choice. They followed
the path taken by many before them and visited other cemeteries, including Mount Aubum,

(continued)
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Cambridge, and Forest Hills, Boston. Blanche Linden-Ward, in a chapter entitled "Sirange
But Gented Plessure Grounds Tourist and Leisure Uses of Nineteenth-Century Rurad
Cemaeries’ (Cemeteries and Gravemarkers: Voices of American Culture. Richard Meyer, ed.
UMI Research Press Ann Arbor, 1989), notes

Americans from other cities and regions recognized the importance of Mount
Aubum &s prototype and inspiration for cemeteries which they would cregte &
local amenities for themsdves when they returned home from visits to Boston.
Time and time again, cultural and commercid leeders from other cities visited
Mount Aubum and went avay determined to fund their own voluntary
asociaions, acquire charters, and lay out landscgpes for their own garden
cemeteries to sarve both as howplaces of urbane tagte and local
accomplishments and as retredts for salutary recregtion of their fellow citizens.

The Committee followed exactly the visitation course and ultimately arranged with Danidl
Brims, Superintendent of Boston's Forest Hills Cemetery, to lay out a portion of the old
Town Farm in the yle of a gaden cemetery. The configuration of the winding avenues
Brims devised remains in place to this day and gives Mount Wollaston the naturdistic
landscgpe assodiated with "rural” cemeteries. Combined with the numerous fine granite (end
a few marble) monuments, the landscape of Mount Wollaston Cemetery still clearly exhibits
the picturesque landscagpe forms of the garden cemetery.

Luther Briggs of Dorchester was engaged to survey and sake out Mount Wollaston's lots and
paths. The original granite wall (1856) was built by Luke Rideout, who dso designed the
Town of Quincy's Receiving Tomb in 1868. A high granite Gothic Revival gaeway (1866)
a the Sea Street entrance wias designed by Luther Bridggs with a gate drawn to the plans of
Charles R. Mitchell. This gateway was reconfigured in 1960 to permit the passage of two
cas.

Mount Wollaston Cemetery is named for "Mount Wollaston™ or "Merrymount,” Quincy's first
sttlement.  This settlement dates from 1625 when English adventurer and author Thomes
Morton (ca. 1575-1646), joined a Cgptain Wollaston who had brought over a party from
England, some of whom he carried to Virginia. The remainder of Captain Wollaston's
followers gayed in what is now Quincy and with Thomas Morton formed the settlement a
Mount Wollaston (Braintree), MA.

(continued)
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Many persons significantin Quincy's history found their final resting place a Mount
Wollaston. Charles Francis Adams (1807-1886) of the famous Adams family purchesed the
first Mount Wollaston Cemeery lots (#370 and #546) a the May 5, 1856, auction. He ad
three of his four sons are buried here as well as Thomas Boylston Adams and his three sons
(the three brothers are represented by three broken columns) dong with severd generations of
the Josah Quincys. Also buried hereis the prominent Quincy banker (Granite Tmst
Company), industrialist, and philanthropist Theophilus King (photo #5): "Theophilus
King/Arrived September 14, 1844 - Promoted Febmary 1, 1935 Of further historical
interest are the markers of many well-known families assodated with Quincy's granite
industry, including the Swingles, Bamicoats (photo #7), Canniffs, Soargos (photo #6), ad
Farquharsons, their monuments reflecting the development of granite mortuary art.

Symbolizing important milestones in Quincy's history are such outslanding civic monuments
& the Soldiers Monument (1868, MHC #903), the granite Fountain (1891, MHC #910), the
World War | Memoria (1920, MHC #906), and the Firemen's (1929, MHC #901) ad
Policemen's (1938, MHC #905) Memoriads. Desgned by Cheser Mitchell of the Mitchell
Granite Co. and dedicated June 25, 1868, the Solidiers Monument honors the 105 Quincy
men who perished in the Civil War a well as the 954 Quincy men and women who sarved in
the War. The first Union soldier to die in the Civil War and be buried a& Mount Wollaston
Cemetery was Private Francis Lincoln Souther, member of Fourth Massachussits Volunteer
Mihtia. He was killed & Big Bethd, VA, on June 10, 1861. The cannons, a the base of
Soldiers Monument, date from 1848. They were obtained from the Charlesown Navy Yard
by the Paul J. Revere Pog No. 88 of the G.A.R. and mounted in the Cemeatery in 1897.

A grand total of 1,603 Quincy inhabitants sawv service during the First World War; they are
commemorated by Quincy sculptor Bmee Wilder Saville's (1893-1939) handsome rough
granite World War | Memorial (1920). Later Quincy works by Saville include the Doughboy
Saue (1924), 8 Adams Streets, the Adams Memorial (1926), neer 100 Southern Artery, and
the placque a the Granite Railway Incline, Mullin Street. Also in the Veterans Section are
monuments venerating those engaged in the Spanish American War, World Wer 11, Korean
War, and the Vietnam Conflict.

In 1891, the maestic granite fountain and horse watering trough now located a the Sea Street
entrance of the Cametery wes dedicated & Quincy Square, a gift from city resdents. The
entire fountain was moved between the years 1907 and 1923 to Mount Wollaston. 1n 1928
the Permanent Firemen's Association gppointed a committee to invite the Granite
Manufacturer's Association to submit desgns and edimates for a memorid to be placed upon
the Firemen's lot in Mount Wollaston Cemetery. Horence McAuliffe, an architect, was

(continued)
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chosen to do the design with Lewis White of West Quincy to supply the granite. The
Policemen's Memoria was erected in 1938: "In Memory of/The Departed Members/Quincy
Police Relief Association/Organized 1906."

The prominence of Quincy granite is one of the mogt striking features of Mount Wollaston
Cemeteary. It is omnipresent - in the encirclingwall (1935-1936), the Cemetery office
building (1936), the mausoleums, monuments, and gravestones. Granite hed been usad &
ealy & 1736 for the Thomas Hancock House in Boston. While Quincy granite was the

. building materia for the 1750 King's Chape in Boston, it did not evolve beyond asmal
quarrying operation (boulders, surface sone, and ledges) with littie finishing of the sone until
the 1820s It is 1826 which Quincy historian H. Hobart Holly credits es "the red gart of the
quarrying industry.” Inthat year, Solomon Willard (1783-1861) decided to use large blocks
of Wes Quincy granite for the giant obelisk that was to become the Bunker Hill Monument
(1825-1843) in Charlestown. To make possble the trangport of the granite to the monument
dte, Gridley Bryant (1799-1867), the father of the architect Gridley J. Fox Bryant, devised the
Quincy's Granite Railway, one of the great engineering feats of American history. This
country's first commercid railway, it moved the granite blocks from quarry to tidewater
doops and schooners moored on the Neponsat River for transport to Charlestown. 1t was dso
in 1826 that the Quincy Cana Corporation was formed. (H. Hobart Holly, "The North
Common Quarry Lands," Quincv History, No. 24, Fall 1990, p. 14) The first large Sone
monolithic columns quarried in Quincy were usad for the Doric portico of the First Parish
Church (Unitarian) sted across from the Town Hall; it wes desgned in 1828 by Alexander
Parris (1780-1852), an intimate friend of Willard.

By the 1830s the granite industry hed not only established itself in Quincy as an important
local and regiona enterprise, but spurred a new style of building, the "Granite Style," new
forms of transportation, and the development of new tools. The "Granite City" becanean
important magnet for immigrant laborers, inventive mechanics, and ambitious entrepreneurs.

Among the granite-working techniques deveoped, which reveded themsdves in the
increasingly sophidticated granite monuments and gravestones, were polishing and turning.
For example, the large and small granite bals one saesether sanding adone or aop a
monument are the result of both these advances  The technique of polishing granite by
machinery began in Quincy in 1869. Three Scot Sonecutters from Aberdeen formed a co-
partnership under the firm name of McKenzie, Westland and Paterson, hired land & the
Quincy cand, and built two sraight hedswith an overhead traveling derrick between. With
one shed for cutting and the other for polishing, this, in 1869, was the beginning of polished
granite in Quincy.

(continued)
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Turning was a technique developed by the Lyons Granite Co. The 1899 "Souvenir Edition"
of the Quincy Peatriot related: "A specidty with the company is turning. Solid balls of granite
up to six feet in diameter to twenty-two feet in length and three feet in diameter can be
turned and polished” (pp. 64-65). The enormous granite ball (1935) commemorating
Theophilus King (photo #5) is a magnificent example of "turning” &s is the granite ball sted
in the traffic circle a the Fore River Bridge (Washington Street, 1925, MHC #917), which
wes cregted for the city's tercentenary celebration.

It isthe W.P.A. that can be credited with kegping the granite industry alive during the 1930s
Quarries were kept open to supply the granite for the huge Quincy WPA projects involving
everything from buildingsto walls. Referring to the granite quarry project, the Annua Report
of 1940 dated: "This project hes produced materid for many W.P.A. projects that have been
of tremendous and lasting vaue to the City. It is doubtful if the craft of sone-cutter could
continue in this city if we did not have this type of Federd assstance and local sponsorship.”

The W.P.A. began in Quincy in 1933 as the C.W.A. (Civilian Works Administration), later
became the E.R.A. (Emergency Relief Administration), and wes finally the W.P.A. (Works
Progress Administration) until it shut down in Quincy in 1943. The late Mayor Thomas S
Burgin recdled the painful Depresson years and in particular the Works Project
Administration: "At the peek of the depresson right here in Quincy we had over 10,000
people on our relief rollsand 1800 on W.P.A. projects, plus those employed by private
contractors on various public building construction projects.” (Quincy Sun, Jan. 30, 1986, p.
13) Burgin went on to praise the W.P.A. program not only for the work it provided but for
such worthwhile improvements to the City of Quincy's cemeteries, municipa stadium, street
and sdewak congruction, park enhancement, and building projects.

The outstanding contribution of the W.P.A. to Mount Wollaston Cemetery was the over mile-
long handsome low-pitch pyramidal capped granite wall with a projecting coping. It
completely surrounds the 51-acre cematery and goparently replaced or supplemented the
original 1856 granite wall. Built between 1935 and 1940 by the Works Progress
Administration, it was noted a few years after constmction that "Quincy can feel proud,” a
W.P.A. sookeaman said, "of the efforts of the Relief Act to establish lasting assstsfrom the
vanishing granite industry as we have possbly the three finest granite walls in the country
enclosng the Mount Wollaston Cemetery, Kincaide's playground and Perkins playground.™
(Quincy Peatriot Ledger, May 3, 1943) Mount WoUagion's walls were rebuilt and resored in
1977, a $80,000 CETA project.

(continued)



NPS Fomi 10-900" OMB Approval No. 1024-OOia
(~86)

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Mount Wollason Cemetery
. , Q _ , Quincy, Norfolk County
Section number-8 Page-i M assachuseits

The Cametery office, built in 1936, gives every visua indication thet it too was aW.P.A.
project, but no documentation hes been located to corroborate this observation. Other
contributions of the W.P.A. to Mount Wollaston Cemetery were the cemetery planning survey
and lot research, the veterans graves survey, much grading, and cemetery lights.

Examples of superior regiond granite with particularly fine granite carving abound in the
cemetery. The dome-topped Bamicoat monument (1898), the drgped um-topped Charles
Henry Richards (1916), and Cooper/Edwards (1880/1898) memorids, and the arched and
columned Veazie monument (1916) are but a few of the numerous examples of the skill and
artistry of the artisans who carved Quincy granite. Granite monumentd art in the form of the
Canniff family monument (1950), designed by sculptor William Canniff, and the Swingle
obdisk (1929) preserve the memory of families who were prominent in the granite industry in
Quincy during its heyday.

Of particular interest among the private granite memorids ae the stylized Gothic Revival
Dunham mausoleum (1936), the two-tiered Roman temple commemorating the Robertson
family (1891), the Egyptian-styled pyramided Morse family monument (1904), the
magnificent arch of contrasting light and dark granite honoring the Farquharson family
(1894), and the many beautifully executed Celtic aossssincluding the Spargo cross (1915,
Photo #6) and the more modest Milne marker (1922). The fine bronze placques on the large
obelisk dedicated to the Intemational Hod Carriers Building and Common Laborers Union
(1930) were executed by A. J. Cipollini and cast by the Liebl Bronze Foundry, Boston.

The very modem gravemarker design, of which the Coletti monument (1950s), done in highly
polished Quincy granite, is an outstanding example, and is found oftenin the newer sections
of the cemetery. Carroll Coletti (1905-1957) was the architect who designed the 1940
addition to the Thomas Crane Public Library (1882, NR: 1972, NHL: 1987), and his brother,
Joseph Coletti (1894-1973), was a well-known sculptor.

Mount Wollaston Cemetery is worthy of listing on the National Register for its asociation
with the development of the City of Quincy, the beauty of its picturesque "rural cemetery”
design, the integrity of the family and civic monuments, its oasis of open, tree-sudded goece
in agenerdly compact city, and its grand visas on two of Quincy's most impressve avenues
leaving the center city en route to the sa

(continued)
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Archaeological Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Quincy are poorly undersood, any surviving dtes
would be significant. Urban development hes destroyed numerous gtes in the area
Prehigtoric dtesin this area can contribute information on the effects of s leve rise to
Native American settlement and subsstence through time, and the relationship of current
coaded dtes to those occupying more interior locations. Potentid shell midden Stesin the
aea and detailled andyss of shellfish remains can d<o provide data on climatic change in the
local versus regiond area and its effect on native settlement.

Historic archaeologica remains described above have the potential to document one of
Quincy's earliest settlements as well as components of the town's 19th century Town Farm.
Unmarked graves can provide information on undocumented burial practices, particularly for
the poor, and possbly provide alink with the Town Farm. Unmarked graves, if they exid,
can dso document more accurate cemetery boundaries snce unmarked graves are fragments
around the periphery of cemeteries. In this ingance, graves may actudly lie outsde the
granite wall which marks the present cemetery boundary.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

UTM References

Zone Eadting Northing
5) 19 335340 4680070
6) 19 335240 4679870
7 19 335060 4680020
) 19 334850 4680180

Verba Boundary Description

OMB Approval No. 102*-0018

Starting a the southeast comer of the cemetery a thejunction of Sea Streat and the Southem
Artery, proceeding north dong Sea Street for gpproximately 1,500 feet, then turning northeast
for adigance of 1,300 feset, then tuming southwest for 1,300 feet and then tuming southwest

for 1,975 feet dong the Southern Artery to the point of origin (sse atached map).

Verba Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes the entire parce historically associated with the Mount
Wollaston Cemetery and enclosed within the low pitch pyramidal cgpped granite wall.

(end)
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LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

1. Low pitch pyramidal cgpped wall dong Southern Artery, looking southeest; projecting
coping cascades down hillside.

2. Cemeey office. Southwest facade and northwest Sde elevation, looking southeest.
3. View of Civil War Monument (1868) and cannons (1848), looking north.

4. Voge Monument (1884) and accompanying gravestones. Plot located on flat, maple tree
dudded plateau insde main gae

5. Theophilus King Monument (1935), west face, looking eed.

6. William T. Spargo Cdtic Craoss (1915). Monument dands on level ground on the eest
dde of the exit road to the rear gate.

7. Barnicoat Monument (1898), south face, looking north. Situated on the dope which
descends to the granite wall dong the Southem Artery.

8. John S King Monument (1904), west face, looking northesst. Sited & the foot of the
dope which extends to the upper plateau, near the wall dong the Southern Artery.

(end)
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HISTORIC NAME
Mt. Wollaston
Cemetery Office
Garage/Sarvice
Alfred F. Coldlla
Frank D' Angelo
Amelio Delia Chiesa
Wilson A. Dunham
Hallis G. Rogers
Stefano Terras
George B. Thomes
Joseph W. Robertson
Benj. F. Curtis
Eleszar Frederick
Henry Wood

Town of Quincy

Circulation System

Mount Wollason Cemetery
Quincy, M assachusett

TYPE
Cemetery
Building
Building
Mausoleum
Mausoleum
Mausoleum
Mausoleum
Mausoleum
Mausoleum
Mausoleum
Temple
Tomb
Tomb
Tomb

Rec. Tomb

Roadway

District Data Shest

MATERIAL

N/A

Granite

Granite/concrete

Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite

N/A
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RESOURCE DATE

Site 1855
Building 1936
Building 1979
Building 1986
Building 1941
Building 1975
Building 1978
Building 1936
Building 1908
Building 1963
Building 1891
Stmcture 1916

Stmcture 1878

Stmcture 1870

Stmcture 1868

Stmcture 1855

STATUS

C

C

NC

NC**

NC**

NC**

NC**

o O o o o O



HISTORIC NAME
W.P.A. Enclosing Wall
Gate, Merrymount Rd.
Gae Sa .

Geate, So. Artery

World War | | Memorial
Veteran's Memoria
Soldier'sMem.

Spanish War Veterans
World War | Memoria
World War | Memoria
World War | | Memoridl
Korean Memoria
Vietnam Memorial
Fountain

Elk

Firemen's Memorid

Mount Wollason Cemetery

Quincy, M assachusett
Digtrict Data Sheet

TYPE

Wall

Entry

Entry

Entry

Terace
Camons (4)
Monument
Monument
Monument
Gun/gun carriage
Monument
Column
Monument
Water Trough
Seaue

Satue

MATERIAL
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Bronze
Granite
Grante
Granite
Sed
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Bronze

Granite
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RESOURCE DATE

Stmcture
Stimcture
Stmcture
Stimcture
Stmcture
Objects
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object

Object

1935-1940

1934

1866/1960

1935-1936

STATUS

C

NC

4C

NC

NC

NC



HISTORIC NAME
Policemen's Memoria
W. S Williams
Theophilus King
Adams Brothers
Charles F. Adams
Brooks Adams
Evelyn Adams
J. Q. Adams, X/
Fanny C. Adams
John Quincy Adams
Fanny Crowninshield Adams
S Henry Barnicoat
Daniel Baxter
Lemuel Baxter
Edward A. Bumpus

Wm. F. Canniff

Mount Wollason Cemetery
Quincy, Massachusett
Digtrict Data Sheet

TYPE

Satue
Statue/Monument
Granite ohere
Broken Column
Table Marker
Ledger

Ledger

Monument

Ledger
Ledger
Monument
Sarcophagus
Monument
Monument

Monument

MATERIAL

Granite
Granite
Granite
Marble
Granite
SHte

Sae

Marble

Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite

Granite
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RESOURCE DATE

Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object

Object

Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object

Object

1938
1901
1935
1837-1854
1886
1927
1926

1876

1894
1911
1898
1885
1888
1901
1950

STATUS

O O O O o O O O

O O O O O O



HISTORIC NAME
Churchill/Edwards
Domenic Coletti
John E. Derringer
James Duncan
Cooper/Edwards
Alex. Faconer
John R. Graham
John Hadden
Charles H. Hardwick
Hod Cariers

D. D'Alessandro
Wm. F. Hodgkinson
Gerdd T. Horrigan
Eugene N. Hultman
George Hunter

Jones'Tuck

Mount Wollagon Cemetery

TYPE MATERIAL
Monument Granite
Monument Granite
Monument Granite
Monument Granite
Monument Granite
Monument Granite
Obdisk Granite
Monument Granite
Monument Granite
Obdlisk Granite/lbronze
Sarcophagus Granite
Cdtic Cross Granite
Monument Granite
Monument Granite
Monument Granite

Quincy, Massachusett
District Data Sheet
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RESOURCE DATE

Object 1879
Object 1950s
Object 1907
Object 1928
Object 1830/ 1898
Object 1932
Object 1915
Object 1898
Object 1894
Object 1930
Object 1907
Object 1927
Object 1900
Object 1940
Object 1894/ 1885

STATUS

0000000060
*

O O O O O



HISTORIC NAME
John S King
Andrew Milne
Stephen Morse, .
Wm. Reynolds
Chas. H. Richards
Wm. Richards
Robert D. Smith
Wm. T. Spargo
Jonathan S Swingle
Wm. T. Tumer
Francis Veazie

B. Armand Vendret
Adam Vogd

J Q. A. wild

Mount Wollason Cemetery
Quincy, Massachusett

TYPE

Monument

Cdtic Cross

Monument

Monument

Monument

Monument

Monument

Cdtic Cross

Obelisk

Monument

Monuemnt

Cdtic Cross

Monument

Obelisk

District Data Sheet
MATERIAL
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite
Granite

Granite
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RESOURCE DATE

Object 1904
Object 1922
Object 1904
Object 1911
Object 1916
Object 1928
Object 1924
Object 1915
Object 1929
Object 1897
Object 1916
Object 1935
Object 1884
Object 1880

STATUS

O O O O O O O O O O O O O O



TOTAL RESOURCES. 68 Contributing; 11 Noncontributing

5 Contibuting Buildings 5 Noncontributing Buildings
1 Contributing Sites 1 Noncontributing Structures
9 Contributing Structures 5 Noncontributing Objects
53 Contributing Objects

KEY

C. Contributing Resource

NC: Noncontributing Resource

NC**: Noncontributing Resource but will probably be contributing in the future

Note: With 14,350 family lots, and an estimated 85,000 to 115,000 gravestones and markers in Mount Wollaston Cemetery, it is
impossible to identify all resources, therefore, the District Data Sheet only provides a representative sample of the resourcesfound
in the cemetery.

Page 6 of 6



N UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REG STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
' EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON:  NCM NATI ON

PROPERTY  Mount Wbl |l aston Cenetery
NAME

MULTI PLE
NAVE: 3v,

STATE & GOUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Norfol k
DATE RECEI VED: ' 1/ 10/ 94 DATE OF PENDI NG LI ST: 1/26/ 94

DATE CF 16TH DAY: 2/ 11/ 94 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/ 24/ 94
DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 94000035 it,."r.:: o

NCM NATCR  STATE o

REASONS FCR REVI EW  *

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HER N PDI L: N PERI OD: N PROERAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQUEST: N SAWLE: v N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N
OMMENT VAl VER N " ?2r >h NN

N , / / Entered m the
_\/ACCEPT RETURN REJECT 1-//S/"pJ- pATE Rational Registea,

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

SN e - e .
. "tj"\J«e&M:. L& __ny"r_.__i R N _ _ « _
o o » o B
’ ]
-, r)V - o o ' o '"o" 1

RECOM / CRI TERI A
REVI EVER ~
DI SCI PLI NE

DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments YN seeattached SLR Y/ N



CLASSIFICATION
count .resource type

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION

FUNCTION
Nhistoric .current
DESCRIPTION

architectural classification
IMiterials
.descriptive text

SIGNIFICANCE |
Il

Peri od Areas of Significance—heck and justify bel ow

Specific dates ~ Builder/Architect
Statenment of Significance (i none paragraph)

sunmary paragr aph
conpl et eness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas checked A
relating significance to the resource
context
relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception
ot her
Bl BLI OCRAPHY
GECRAPH CAL DATA
acreage .verbal boundary description
N UTMs _ .bovxndary justification
ACCOMPANYI NG DOOUMENTATI QY PRESENTATI ON
sketch naps USGS naps phot ogr aphs presentation
OHR GOMMENTS

Questions concerning this nomnation nay be directed to
Phone
Si gned Dat e

"lit-



















































BERRY
.

o

7 s
A
it Al
7
Il/m%%"

W
S

— M*ﬁ%
: Xi’,}wtﬁ—ﬁ
s«u%&*‘%-\w‘

955

e ’iw it
§

~
,5%%%%%%’

s
Iy ';’Im ”leﬂ
//10;/?//0;/%”'”'4"”’”"’
| 7 i

3

Uy
= i
%Illllllllllllz

£

<

i
7 wl’_J
2N
H EZ 4
e
Sy i
T

[

111} Il Sl

I i) 5 y & ¥ o

Ul i 'llltll”z%%%;”%” ;’llllll
iy e

% = 58e9) -

. T r‘“m pay

0

5 N‘\ 99

o] A N

Bl H Vo 518 e a

o *‘iffitizﬁ ara -

s N R e 4 fi» E

- CYPRES;S,V s N V\\\\\ N

‘@}/IS) oy ’;f‘”«' y

e !f’ 4 -

OVERLOOK

037

P e——

)
2
NEENR
o
L
1
. v
2
06 g o
»‘;Mim,;,, Gl ]
T
L3 o)
IS

BSOS o pony

]
@bl

123 g widl
s T
4

—

H
i I‘. i EY £ g&‘%@iﬁ%
-

fre s
Wl
!

|l
Wm '7 >
<w

T

] _‘WH
E‘%[j”’f'”i
o o o c
Loer} e :
‘~vL,,

{9 o
@);;wm;«“ﬁﬂ
B ey R
ss e
Iy -—LL;_JL;»WGW-!
[P + i
Zm[ . w}zt J
u@ftﬁ:—}‘ﬁm
o ot
. 1 o h
P )

0 2~
Tl

428 Lowo Epm
(v Lo Tons o I

7

avo

3A

e
Bt g
‘»f"m\f

-

e

] (33
Mﬂgﬂ mf
ol

“a e,
e
ey

PLAN OF
< ) 7 .

N
STE

MASS.
QUINCY
1080 A&%ﬁm

5

i) 651
6314
72z,

i
i At
LIEI
e 7
e 3l
il

ey
i e
fl‘l S

7

f
o

e Lt ”

s

225 1227,

o DD[NGTON
STRegy

MAY, 1936

ITY ENGINEER
gl

otz

e rmded

" 160"t
Scale 116










January 5, 1994

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places REE\D
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.Q Box 37127 "IN 10194
Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127 NATT VAL

Dear Ms. Shull: REG STER

Encl osed please find thefollowing noinination form f

Mount Wollaston Cemetery, 20 Sea Street, Quincy (Norfolk County),
Massachusetts, 02169.

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Revi ew Board
and has been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer.
Because thecity of Quincy i sa participant i nthe Certified
Local Government program theowners were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 60-120 days before the meeting
and were afforded theopportunity t o comrent.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

encl osure

cc: Fannin-Lehner Preservation Consultants
Mayor James A Sheets, City of Quincy
Charles J. Phelan, Jr., Chairman, City Council
Roberta Fitzgerald, Dept. of Planning & Community Dev.
Richard Lockhead, Chairman, Quincy Historical Comm ssion
Warren Watson, Director, Thomas Crane Public Library

Massachusetts Historical Commission
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of Sate, Michael J. Connolly, Secretary



