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Dr. & Mrs. Charles D. McEvoy, Jr.
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CONDITION
[^ Excellent

D Altered
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C] Unaltered

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL

(Check One) 

C~3 Deteriorated

APPEARANCE

CH Ruins 1 1 Unexposed

(Check One) 

HI Moved 1^1 Original Site

The Low House remains today essentially as it/was built in 1857 
The architectural style of the building is Italiaftate and as constructed 
the main building is 44' by 32'. The square roof has a cupola in the 
center, projects two feet over the side walls where it is lavishly 
supported with brackets, blocks and bed moulds. The side walls of the 
house are block boarded to give the impression of stone. The balcony 
windows and porch which face the street are highly decorated in the 
Italianate style.

The L of the building, as it was originally constructed, was des 
cribed as follows fn a comtemporary newspaper account:

"The L 20 x 36 feet, two stories, full bracketed 
cornices neatly finished;-a piazza the entire length 
with bracketed cornices supported by columns. Stable 
20 by 35, finished complete.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

W/LJoseph W< Low is a rather shadowy figure in Bangor's history. He 
is first referred to in the Bangor Directories of the 1840's as a 
gentleman and businessman which by the protocol of the day suggests he 
was quite wealthy. Low had his house erected on Thomas Hill in 1857. 
Joseph Low left Bangor shortly after the Civil War for San Francisco and 
his relatives still living there remember very little about him except 
that he was always referred to in family circles as a wealthy man.

The Low House stands on one of the most beautiful locations in 
Bangor. It was erected on the top of Thomas Hill an important part 
of Bangor's early urban planning. As originally intended, Thomas Hill 
would be a showplace development for the elite of Bangor in the 1840's 
and 1850's.

With most of the land of the Broadway area already taken up, lumber 
baron Rufus Dwinel, as one of Bangor's early mayors, instituted a tree 
planting project in the Thomas Hill area and encouraged the development 
of fine houses on the slopes of the hill. Dwinel's aesthetic values are 
well rewarded by the view from the top of Thomas Hill which spreads the 
City of Bangor out below and in front of the viewer; all the way down 
to the Penobscot River which winds like a snake through the Penobscot 
Valley. The entire view is framed by the trees that Dwinel caused to 
be planted in the 1840's.

The house itself is one of Bangor's and in fact Eastern Maine's 
outstanding Italianate residences. Executed in wood by the firm of 
Fogg and Benson, it remains one of the finest examples of architecture 
and urban planning in those halcyon Bangor days before the Civil War. 
The sophisticated placement and design of this house bespeak volumes of 
the varied talents available in an essentially frontier city.

Designed by Harvey Graves of Boston, who executed several designs 
for churches in Bangor; including the Universa!ist in the 1860's and the 
Free Will Baptist in 1856, it remains his finest Bangor work.

(See Continuation Sheet)



The Bangor Daily Whig & Courier, April 7 S 1857.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

The Low-McEvoy house is an essential and integral part of the 
architectural history and development of Bangor, Maine. It is the finest, 
purely Italianate structure in a city of outstanding residential buildings, 
eighty per cent of which are constructed of wood. Standing on Thomas 
Hill looking down over Bangor, one cannot escape the sensation of time 
being compressed and 1857 does not seem quite so long ago.
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