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1. Name of Property

historic name BENJAMIN CARYL HOUSE

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 107 DEDHAM STREET . not for publication
city or town DOVER vicinity

state MASSACHUSETTS .code MA county NORFOLK code 021 zipcode 02030

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that thisfi*nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
~5jneets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide “ocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Sionsture of certifying official/Title Judith ~./~cDonough, Executive Director Date'
Mjssiihusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying officiairfitle Date

state o”ederal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I, hejifeby certify that this property is: Date of Action
entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):
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Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Checl< as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

_ private J(building(s)

X public-local __district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ Structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RESIDENCE: single-family dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Colonial

Narrative Description

Norfolk. MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing
2

Noncontributing

_building
sites

structures

_ objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register
0

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

CULTURE: museum

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone

walls clapboard
roof cedar shingle
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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The Caryl House islocated a 107 Dacham Street in the Town of Dover,
Norfolk County, Massachusdts st within Caryl Park, a town recredtion areawhich now
oocupies the property’s former farmland. Traditionaly dated to 1777, the house tekes the
regiondly- significant center-chimney form, and athough samal modem additions have
bean medke to the reer of the building, it is exceptionaly well presarved. The house was
built for thetown'sfirstsattled miniger. Rev. Benjamin Caryl (1732-1811), ad
desoanded through three generations of his descendants before it was sold out of the
family in 1898. That owner, George Ellis Chickering, beguesthed the house and land to
thetown in 1920. Since that time the house hes bean hdd by thetown and operated by
the Dover Higtorical Soaely as a higtoric house musaum.

The Caryl House islocated dong one of the town's primary roedways Sted
to the west of Noanet Brook and to the eedt of the town center, which still indudes only
ahandful of public buildings and resdences The area around the Caryl Houseremans
rurd in cheracter, with few houses dong Dedham Street. The Caryl House itsdlf is
surounded by the gpen goece of the town's Caryl Park, bequesthed a the same time as
the house Induding the eghty-two acres which condtituted the Caryl farm, Caryl Pak
indudes aleaf compoding facility, tennis courts, softball and socoerfields,atot lot, and
anetwork of trails. The house Sts on the south Sde of the dreet facing to the north, st
beck from the road with a picket fence extending from each front comer of the house to
mak itsdoor yard. A gravd drive islocated to the right or west of the houss, leading to
asmdl parking area. The housss only sgperate outbuilding is located further to the west
a the end of aright-angled gour of the drive, asmdl gableroofed sngebay garage
Roofed in agohdt shingles and covered in dark dgpboards, the garage hes a double-
lesfed door a the gable end and double-hung seeh dong the long walls. At the reer of
the house isa damondration kitchen garden inddled in 1992. 1t issurrounded witha
high solid fence extending from the outer reer comer of the house and turning a right
angetojoin the housss rear ell. A path extands from the drive to the gate near the
fencds comer. Ingderaisad rectangular beds yied dye, medicind, and culinary herbs
Theyard hes pear, gople, ad dhede trees and omamenta bushes

The Caryl Housgs two-gory man block hes a gaie roof, a centra chimney
ontheridge, and a symmdricd five-bayfacade, afineexample of New Englands bes-
known house type. The 9de devations are dso symmericaly fenedrated, with a
window in eech pile of eech gory, aswell as cantered in the gable. The reer devation is
more oarsdy fenedrated, with a centrd rear door covered by a smple shed-roofed
hood, two windows to itsleft lighting thef i rstfloor,and a sngle amdl window in the
ssoond story. Theroof is wood shingled and the dgpboarded walls are trimmed with
plain comer boards and a malded cormice eiched by modillion blocks Omamat is

(continued)
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concentrated around the canter panded door, withfl utedpilagtersflankingthefivelights
of the transom in the entablature and supporting a pediment with matching modillion
blocks The 69 double-hung seeh windows on the front of the house have thick molded
lintelswhile those on the Sde devations are smpler, with molded surrounds. The house
dts on afieldstonefoundation and the cdlar Sts under the westem saction of the main
block.

A complex four-part ell extends from the left reer of thehouse A shed-
roofed section issst dosest to the house extending the plane of the main block's sde
devation ad located behind the southesst section of the main block; thisformer shed
endosss the dooants ofilce. S a right angles to this setion is asdt-box dhgped
sction which faces into the reer yard and extends beyond the plane of the Sde devaion
of themain block; itislit with apar of ninepane sseh and asmply trimmed door,
providing entry into the caretaker’s gpartment which occupies the rest of theell. The
third section is agory-and -a-haf geble block st with its ridge pardld to the amdler
sdtions next to it; it is fenestrated with 66 double-hung seeh on the long wallsad the
gable ends A amdl shedroofed ssgmant extends the gardensfacing wall plane an
additiond bay and, because the yard dopes down to the reer, this section hes a lower
level opening to ground level on the rear; ashedroofed oil tank shed hes bean added a
thislevel. These disweaeaddad in 1933 and 1942 to provide careleker housng ad
modem conveniences; the oil tank was added in 1994.

Ceanter-chimney houses baecame popular early in the 18h century among
households seking afull complement of hall, parlor, and kitchen in theirfirst-floorplan,
and the Caryl House follows the dassc cante-chimney form. A lobby entry, ahdl or
dining room, and a parlor occupy the front pile of the building and a kitchen and flanking
comer chambars oocupy the reer pile. The exceptiondly wide entry hes plain plastered
walsand the three-mn gair hes vasedhgpad bduders and square newd pods The most
daborady decorated room is the parlor on the west Sde, with thefiilly-panel edfireplace
wall and adjacent inner wall providing the focus for omament. Thefirepl aceopening
hes a bolection molding surround and isflankedby fl utedpilasters which reech the
room'scomice. Within that frame, awide shdlow pand nnsjust above the molding,
under a Ingle large centra and twoflankingnarrower pends. The remaning panding is
lad out with ashdlow pand a thetop of thewall ad two equd-9zed long pends
beow, broken & the levd of adado. Inthe northwest comer of the room, gppostethe
entry andfireplace,thereis evidence that a comer cupboard hed bean added after the
housgs initial finish, but it hes bean removed. The celling and the other three walls are
plagtered and boxed comer pods are exposad in eech comer. The room on the oppodte
dde of the entry hes a smplerfireplacewall, with a bolection molding around the
opening and aupboards on ether Sde and above it. The amdl upper cupboard and the

(continued)
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left cupboard have Smple board surrounds and doors. The right cupboard, by contrad, is
amore daborate desgn, an 18th-cantury  beaufat desgned to digolay housshad goods
and tressures. Its lower section hes doublelegfed pended doors while the upper section
is open shelving, hdf-round in shgpe with sheves aut to line the curve ad provide a
centrd round display. Otherwise the wall and celling trestments metch the other front
room.

The rear pileof thefirstgory indudes a centrd kitchen, dairsto the cdlar
and the ssoond gory, asmdl sarviceroom in the west comer, and asmdl dhambe in the
et comer. In the canter of the kitchen isa largefirepl acewith an oven adjacant to the
left. Thewdlsare covered in vertica festher-edged panding and the ceiling isopen to
reved the framing of the girts and joists for thefl oorabove This gopears to have bemn
0 desgned, apattem incressingly assodated with kitchen and sarvice roomfinishin
early New England buildings. The gair, which hes been dtered, mns from the reer of
the house up to the seoond sory, and the rebuilt Sairs to the cdlar are located bdow it.
The samdl sarvice room, which maey have bean adairy, hes vertical fegther-edged
panding on the walls and expossd unbaxed posts and joisted celling, with evidence of
edlier sheving. The amdl eedt chamber, pahgps agudy, wes an addition to the plan,
dosad of f not long after the house wes buiilt. It hes its owvn comer chimney ad its flew
mns up through the seoond dory ad is then cantilevered to the main chimney in the
atic. This dambe isadsofinishedin verticad boards, but these are rabetted on the
fireplace wall ad exterior wals and festher-edged on the partition wall.

The seoond dory hes the same plan as the origind first-floorplan, with large
finished chambas on d@ther Sde of the gair hdl in the front pile and alargdy unfinished
room and asmdl comer room in the reer pile. The eedt front room hes plagtered walls
with exposed baxed comer podts ad afirepl acerenessad into the wall within angled
reveds Thefireplaceistrimmed in plain boards with amolded edge ad abolection
molding mns across the top of thefirepl aceopening betwean the reveds. The west front
room issmilarly trimmed, with the addition of a cupboardf|ankingthefireplaceto the
left and agmdl cupboard in the board-covered wall above it. The largerear room isthe
mod digtinctive, because nather its celling nor its interior wal have beanfinished. This
room hes nat been provided with its ownfireplace,but the chimney and the becks of the
walls of the front rooms are exposed within the reer room. A amdl room oocupies the
west comer of the reer pile, st off by the vertical festher-edged panding found on the
firstfloor,and with an gpenjoisted celling as well.

The frame and congmction details of the Caryl House conform to 18th
century practice in genard but exhibit some didtinctive features as well. The sudded
timber frame istwo doriesin haght and two piles in depth, and indudes an

(continued)
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exceptionaly wide centrd chimney bay andflankingroom bays The comer podts ae
exposed but usudly boxed in eech room; there are no pods in the laterd walls dividing
the front from the reer pile. Its ather framing membas itsgirts, braces and duds, ae
primarily concedled behind plader. Itsjoists, however, aevisble in the reer piles of
rooms, reveding a particularly heavy framing method. On thefirstfloor,joists desgned
to be exposad are square in section, while those parhgps designed to have bean covered
by aplagter celling are degper, creding a planefl ushwith the degp girts. On the secord
floor, dosdy-st joists dtemate betwean largejoists dove-talled into the plates ad
smndle ones butt-cogged into the plates; the dovertalled joists are positioned over the
posts and under rafters to complete the roof tmss. The exposed rear wdlsof the front
rooms, visible from the reer room, show intriguing evidence of remodding in the house
with evidence that the savn lath hed previoudy bean inddled dsawhere, then tumed
ove ad reinddled here. Theinterior of this goece isframed with severd reused
membas pathgos from an earlier building onthe parcd. Theroof is a symmetricd
gable framed exdugvedy of rafters. It hes bean reinforced with modem purlinsand post
upports to correct its sway. Thefl ewfrom the added dhambarfireplacemns aoross a
section of the garret, supported by two chimney pierstojoin the main chimney.

The house gopears to have expaienced only minima redecoration and
remodding during its long history, o much of the origind fabric hes ramaned in place
Abbott Cummings writing in 1959, noted thet the house hed caome down in “wonderfully
untouched condition.” Severd mgor repar and restoration campeigns have bean
identified, but their cumulative effects gopear to have been minimd and generdly
sngtive Some key dtearations have been mantioned and doser physcd andyss
including paint and plager andlys's and controlled expoaure of key building feetures,
would provide additiond information on the exact seguanoe of dteraions ad repairs
During the 1980s the front rooms were repaired, plagered, papered, and painted, and the
north dde of the exterior was re-dgpboarded. In 1980 thefirstfloorwes sured, the cdlar
dar recondmcted, the roof tmss support condructed, and the exterior repaired, and ast
of meeared drawings prepared by Hugo Olson. In 1975 additiond exterior repairs were
completed, and in 1981/&2 restoration work wes supavised by Gatmde D. Black. The
house is now fumished to represant alate 18th and early 19th century period of
occupation.

Archaeological Desription

While no prehigoric dtes are presant on the property or in the generd area (within ane mile),

it ispossble that Stes are presant. The house islocated in awel drained, leve to

moderaidy doping arean However, the nearest wetlands are over 1000 feet avay, an

important locationd factor that reduces the prehigtoric sengtivity of thislocde. Giventhe
(continued)
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overd| environment, known regiond settlement information, the aoove factors, the Sze of
the property (gpproximatdy one-hdf acre) and impmas from historic devdgpmant of the
parcd, alow potentid exigts for the recovery of prenistoric resources

A high potentia exigs for the recovery of higtoric archaeologicd  resources on the Caryl
House prop)aty. Additiond higtorical resserch combined with archeedlogicd survey ad
testing can hdp detlermine the locations of known and potentid dmctures assodated with the
two farms purchesed by Benjamin Caryl for hisfarm. Thisinformation can be ussd to
edablish the spatid rdaionship betwean the existing house and dmcures dreedy presant
during Caryl's three purdhaesss for the farm. Structurd evidence may survive from a house,
outbuildings and other improvemants reportedy condructed by Heezer Ellis X. (cal 728) on
the 40 aore farm purchesed from John Griggsin 1764. Structurd evidence from agriculturd
rdlated outbuildings might dso survive on portions of the Wright Faam dso purchesed by
Cayl in 1772, Smilar archaedlogicd evidence might o survive on athird pared of land
purchessd by Caryl in 1788. The later parcd joined lands acquired in the previous two
purchesss Smcturd evidence may d<o survive from bams and other outbuildings
asodated with the Caryl House traditionaly dated to 1777. Previoudy, mambas of the
Caryl family presumebly lived in the Ellis House purchesed with the Griggs property.
Archaeologica evidence of occupationd rdated fegtures (trash pits, privies, wels) should
a0 survive on the property. Vaioustypes of occupationd rdated fegtures mey be
duplicated on the property as areault of the purdneee of different farms, different
familiesresdents through time and functiond use

(end)
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8 Satement of Sgnificance

Applicable National Regider Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of atype, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significantand
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Condderations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C ahirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Norfolk. MA
County and State

Areas o Sgnificance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Sgnificance
1777188

Sgnificant Dates
n/a

Sgnificant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultura Affiliation

Architect/Builder

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this forni on oneor more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
X _ State Historic Preservation Office

Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
_ Other
Name of repository:
Dover Historical Society
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The Caryl House & 107 Decham Stret in Dover, Norfolk Cournty,
Massachusdts is an anple center-chimney  house bdieved to have been condructed in
1777. The house isa wdl-presarved example of a common New England house type ad
retains features of dmcture and omamant characteridtic of its period of congmction.
Built for the town'sfirst settled miniger, Benjamin Caryl, and hdd in the same family for
four gengrations; the house isan impratant documant for undersanding mrd life in
Massechusdits The house wis given to the town in 1920 and hes bean oparaed as a
historic house musaum by the Dover Historicd Sodety. The Caryl House retains
integrity of desgn, materids, workmanship, location, setting, feding, and assodidion,
and meds the Nationd Regider criteria A, and C a the locd levd.

The Caryl House islocated in the town of Dover, a suburb which hes
reteined the rurd cheradter that hes mecke it an atractive and affluent suburb. The
thousand-acre area which isnow the Town of Dover wes pat of the large Dedhem town
grant of 1636 but wes not immediatdy sdttled. In the early decades of the 18th century,
as outlying portions of the town became more densdy settled, aress petitioned to bresk
off from Dedham as indgpendent parishes or incorporated towns. 1n 1729, a long
conflict over the autonomy of the inner neghborhoods finally cuminated in the
esablishment of this area as a sgparate parish nemed Springfidd. It became the town's
fourth precinct in 1748 and the digtrict of Dover wes established in 1784, but it wes not
incorporated as a sgparate town until 1836. Edimeates of the Sze of the town in the 18th
ad early 19th century indicate a remarkebly geblefifty farms, and alikely population of
only about 400. Wdll into the 1S-h century the town remained asmdl agriculturd
community, and as late as 1897 the town induded just Sxty-four farms and ane hundred
forty-seven houses At that time the area became popular for summar housss of wedthy
Bostonians and with improved train schedules and better roeds commuting became a
popular dtemative.

The Caryl House isbdieved to have bem built in 1777 for Benjamin Caryl,
who wes cdled to sarve as Dove's pegtor in 1762, The date asagned tothe house is
besad on a poam written by one of Benjamin's desoandants in 1875, which notes that
"ningty-eight years hath this mangon sood/sance the skill of the builder raisd it." The
author of the poam, Ellen Miller (1836-1898), was Benjamin's grest-granddaughter. Se
could certainly have heard this tde from her mather Ann Caryl Miller (1802-1884) or her
gandmather Panda Martyn Caryl (1769-1855). The land on which the Caryl House Sits
was originaly part of two adjacent farms before it was assamided by Benjamin Caryl in
the third quarter of the 18th century. Thisland induded an earlier house where the Caryl

(continued)
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family is supposed to have lived during their first dozen years intown. The physicd
fabric of the building, indluding its congmction mathods and omamentd  detalls,
upports the date suggested by the poam.

About forty aores of the Caryl Fam is bdieved to have bean ovned by
Bleszer Ellis Junior. (1692-1745) and his wife, the former Mary Crosby, who married in
1718. Heazer Hlliss father Heszar add mathar Mehitable were anong the eerliest
sHtlersin the areg, and he and his four brothers remained in Dover ad esteblished thelr
own farms on land their father provided for them, the youngest twins sharing the
homeseed. Hegzer Ellis X.'s farm wes agift ftom his father "for love, good will, ad
affection” in 1728, conggting of two parcds totding thirty-six aores Heezer and Mary
hed eght children betwean 1719 ad 1738, four daughtars and four sons three of these
children are unknown a thistime. Seven years after the birth of their youngest child,
Bleezer Ellisdied a agefifty-three,leaving hiswidow Mary with severd young children
a home Although probate documents wearefil ed,the divison of the edate isnot surdy
known. Son Timothy (b.1724) isbdieved by loca higtorian Frank Sith to have lived
on the farm before he and his brother William (b. 1738) reamoved to Keang NH in 1763,
The farm eventudly became the property of John Griggs, a Brookline weaver. Griggs
hed married Mehiteble Ellis (1720-1757), deughter of Heezar and Mary, in 1741; after
bearing nine children bewean 1741 and 1754, Mehitable died in 1757. Rahgps Griggs
moather-inlaw, the widow Mary Ellis, asagted him with the young children until he
remarried Sx yeas laer.

Next to the Ellis farm was the large Wight farm, owned successvdy by
David Senior (1686-1743) ad hiswife Sarah Day, ad his only son David Junior (1718
1752) and hiswife Sarah Scott. At his degth in 1743 David Wight S''s edate induded a
hundred-sixty aore farm, ahouse, ad abam, which the probete court st off to his sn
David, with the provison of dower rights to the widow and caeh paymants to histwo
ddeas After David Wight J.'s degth bardy adecede later in 1752, the settlement took
longer because David and Saranis children were vary young, and during that time the two
widows shered the house and the property. Guardians were gopainted for the children, a
Datham yeomen for the dldest boy and the widow for the two younger children; oldest
son David (b. ca 1746) ssarsto have died bewean 1732 ad 1763, The widow's third
of David J¥.'s edate wes formaly st off in 1766, when the surviving children were
aghtean and Sixteen years of age and, unusudly,! when the widow hed dreedy remarried.
The large property wes divided betwean the hairs son John (b. 1748) and deughter
Egher (1750-by 1788) in 1771, the same year as John's mariage and two years after
Egher married Thomes Caryl, Benjamin Caryl's younger brother. A large 96-acre parcd
want to John Wight and two parcds, ane over sixty and one over forty-seven acres, weant
to Thomes and Egher Wight Caryl.

(continued)
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Benjamin Caryl acquired the property on which the house dtsin three
parcds in 1764, 1772, and 1783, Hisfirstpurdhese was John Griggs 40-acre
"homesteed," a parcd which ssars likdy to have induded a house and other buildings
and improvements condructed by Hearer Ellis . The bareaved neighbors, John Griggs
and Sarah Scott Wight, hed married in 1763 and are sad to haveleft Dover. The
property was mgaped and surveyed the next year and that documant daims the property
induded about sixty-five acres and generdly follows the gopropriate lines on the current
town assessorsmgp. Eight years later Benjamin Caryl purdhesad a portion of the Wight
farm from Thomes and Esther, who hed dreedy rdocated to Hubbarddon. Theparcd of
twenty-three-and-a-hdf-acres condituted half of one of the parcds they inherited ad
wes divided batwean Benjamin Caryl and Lemud Richards  Sixteen years later Thomes
and Egher Caryl, nov of Chedter, VT, solda portion of her mather’s dower to Benjamin
Caryl; Josah Newell, who by then controlled John Wight's shere, wes ancther party to
the sle Mesauring fourteen-and-a-hdf acres and twenty-Sx rods, thisland joined the
two parcds to one another. At his desth, Benjamin Caryl's inventory reported red edtate
totaling gpproximatdy eighty aores dose to thetotd of the nemed aoreege in these three
purcheses and to the eighty-two aores the pared issad to contain today.

Benjamin Caryl (1732-1811) wesbom in Hopkinton, the third son of
Benjamin and May Caryl. He atended Harvard College a a comparaively late age
with the dass of 1761 and wes cdledto save as minider a Dover the next year. The
town hed employed supplies and atempted to ssoure a settled minister Snce the parish
wes edablished in 1748. Caryl gopearsto have bean theologicdly orthodox, an
emaotiond preecher expedidly "gifted in prayer,” ad "drew &s little from books as any
men of his time," acoording to hishiogrgphy in the Mendon Assodiaion's handbook.
Many of his manuscript samons survivein the collections of the Dover Higtorica
Sodiety and the Dedham Higtorical Sodiety; only one wes ever printed. Benjamin was
married shortly after his settlement, to the widow Sareh Messinger Kallock (1725-1807).
Sareh was the daughter of Rev. Henry Messinger of Wrrentham and dhe hed married
ComdiusKaollock, a doctor, in 1745 but he died nine years later. Benjamin and Sarah
Caryl hed two sons Benjamin and George. Only George lived to adulthood and spent
hislifeon the farm.

Benjamin Caryl wrote three wills before hisdegth in 1811, and their survivd
dlowsusto contragt the plans he mecke a different timesin his omn and hisfamily's life.
Thefirstwill, written in 1787 when he wesfifty-five, divided his property betwean his
wifeand his son George, then in callege. 1tis unusud for providing Sareh with two-
thirdsof the property and for requiring no reverson of the property to other hars after
her remarriage or degth. His 1/ will dso favored hiswidow in the sattlement, with
Gaorge to recave the west Sde of the house and the twenty-three acre lot, but the widow

(continued)
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to recave the remainder outright. By the time he wrote his 1807 will, the ane in force &
his degth, hiswife Sarah hed died and his daughter-inHaw took over her favored position.
He provided just $0 to his son George while Pamda would receive moet of his property,
red and parsond, goparently because he expedted her to outlive her husoend. Indeed, his
daughter-inHaw would retain al his property as long as e remaned unmarried ad her
children would recave the whole property after her degth. Interestingly de would retain
athird of his property evenif se remaried, when the ather two-thirds would go to her
children.

Gaorge Caryl (1767-1829) atended Harvard Callege with the dass of 1783
ad issad to have recaved further training as a medica doctor with Dr. Samud Willard
of Uxbridge. He married Pamnda Martyn of Uxbridge in 1790, a doctor's deughter.
Gaorge practiced medicne in town, its only resdent physidan. He purchessd alot of
meedow, desribed varioudy asfiveor Sx aores in Sze, which he twice mortgaged.
Geaorge and Pardahed nine children but only four of them survived to adulthood. The
oldest, Sareh (1797-1870). and the youngest, Josgoh (1808-1882), dayed in the house
with their mother and after her deeth. Thetwo middle daughters, Pamda Cary | Maing
(1800-1882) ad Ann Carvl Miller (1802-1834), married and |eft the househdd for a
time. George Caryl died in 1829 and hisamd| edate wes found insutTident to cover his
debts, which mounted to nearly two hundred dollarsincluding hislagt mortgege At a
public auction and aprivate sde, primarily of his pasond ad medicd effects, the
money Wes raised.

Pamda Caryl did outlive her husband, by twenty-six years, and never
married after hisdesth. Se remaned on the farm with her two sngle children, Sarah
and Josgph, and later her two daughters, Pamda and Ann, retumed, likely to have
coincided with the degths of their hustends Leonard Maring (1794-1868) and Aaron
Miller (1795-1840). Only Aaron and Ann Caryl Miller hed children, ad of their saven
children, only four reeched adulthood. Inthe middle of the 19%th century, the household
might have induded Pamda Caryl, the eghty-one year-old matriarch; three of her
children, thefifty-threeyear-old Sarah Caryl, the redudve forty-seven year-old Josgoh,
and the forty-eight year-old widow Ann Miller; and four Miller grandchildren.
Ironicaly the Miller grandchildren did not long survive their grandmother, who died in
1855. Ann ElizaMiller (1826-1852) diedfirst,George Lewis Miller (1839-1862) died in
the Civil War, and Ann'stwin Sareh (1826-1871) died next. Twenty-five years laer,
1875 found the three surviving and aging Caryl sblings, the seventy-five year-old widow
PamndaMaring, saventy-three year-old Ann Miller, and seventy-two year-old Josgph, all
likely cared for by Ellen Miller (1836-1898), thirty-nineat the time. In her poem de
destribes her house, its contents, and the househald with a poignant sedness The house

(continued)
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is"old, ad dim, ad faded, darkened with time, and care, and pain, ad our lives ae
sheded” 1t wes filled with "rdlics dear of the gone before, of tail, ofjoy, ad
danger...mugt pess edong to the hands of the cardess dranger.” Seddest of al were the

whose "peths have bean hard, and the rosgouds few," and whose "hopes ad
dreams have faded. " "Weary ad sad, we wait for the call, and the touch of the angd's
finger/ the lagt of our race, the ladt of our name”

When the lagt Caryl desoendat, the poet Ellen Miller, died in 1898 the
property wes inherited by her cousins They were not locd resdents and sold the
property the next year to George Ellis Chickering. During thistime the house searsto
have ganed recognition as thefirst miniger's house, as the family's history wes amplified
and dissaminated through the work of loca higtorian Frank Smith. In the will hewrote
in 1917, three years before his degth, Chickering gave the eighty-three acre property,
which he destribed as the Miller-Caryl estate, to the Town of Dover, to be nemed Caryl
Park. The house weas to be "in the care and contral of the Dover Historical Sodiety.”
Chickering hed tenanted the house and provided for thar life edates in the house
provided that they "kegp the Housein reesonatle repar without making any materia
dteardionsin the same™ Ore quater of hisresdud edate, after a numbe of other
bequests was to be used by the town for the maintenance of the Miller and Caryl lots in
the canetary, the camaery as awhole, ad for the care and improvement of the public

parks

New England hed along history of memoridizing town founders when the
town of Dover took on the Caryl House in 1920. Interest in the homes of the founders
care ealy with collectors and presarvationigtslike Ben Parley Poor nated in the early
years of the 19th century. The homes of the prominent and those of exceptiond age
were wdl-known in many Massadhuseits communities, and early house presarvation
efforts in Massachusatts were successful in Deerfield, Concord, and Lexington at the ed
of the 19th century. 1t was nat until the early twentieth century that historic house
musaus became popular places to commeamarate locd higtory, as patriotic
organizations, family assodations ad locd higtorica soddties increesngly dose this
route. 1t was most common for these private organizations to take ownership of these
houses and while some dates acguired houses most municipdities were rductant to
take on the respongbility of ahigtoric house Dover was amnong a smdl number of towns
to hold ahigtoric property for 0 long a period. The immediate uses of the house are not
known but the house continued to be tenanted and wes later mede into apublic historic
house musaum.  1n 1932/33, the rear addition provided sgperate living quarters for the
caretaker, a goeoe which was expanded in 1942, Thisdlowed the man block of the
house to become amusaum. Withfinancingavailadle firom the Chickering Fund, the

(continued)
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house hes bean well mantained and sengitively restored and fumished by the Dover
Higtorica Sodety. With its wdl-presarved form andfini sh,regularly goen to the public,
the Caryl House is an excdlent documat of New England's building treditions ad every

day life.

Archaeologicad Significance

Historic archeenlogica resources destribed above have the potentid to provide detailed
information on the evolution and layout of the Caryl Farmdteed through time and a better
underganding of rurd lifein Massachusats during the 18¢ and 19* centuries
Archaeologicd resources can o hdp underdand the dhanges that oocurred in the
trandormation of asmdl 18¢ and 19* agriculturd community as it evalved to a summe
resort community for wedthy Bodonians Additiona documentary reseerch combined with
achaeologicd aurvey and testing can be used to dearly identify buildings assodated with
the different farms and periods of ownership presant on the three parcds of land purchesd
for the Caryl Faam. The @bove information combined with the detalled andlys's of contents
from occupationd rdated features can be used to identify agricultura technologies in ue a
the farm and the extent to which different cocupants of the farm participated in Subbsgence
vasus marke economies The ebove information can be used to identify pettems of rurd
agriculturd lifein Dover and the extent to which those pettems compered with lifein other
aress of eeem Massechusdts a amilar times. Spatidly sgparate culturd degpodts in
occupdaiond rdated features, possbly dratified, mey d<o exid that enadle a detailed sudy
of cultural dhange a the house as it's function dhanged from agriculturd production to
recregtion. Evidence mey be presant indicating an overlgp of thetwo functions. The
andysis of occupationd rdaed festures may d<o contribute information on structurd and

lifestyle dhanges on the propearty as it's resdency dengad from owner-occupants to tenancy.

(end)
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UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1 19 312600 4679600
Zone Basting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs ofthe property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
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name Town of Dover
street & number P.O. Box 250 . telephone.

city or town Dover state MA zip code 02030
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Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property indudes a amdl |ot surrounding the house, meesring about half
an aore ad located on the south Sde of Dedham Stret. The north line of the parcd
meeares about 160 feat dong the dredt, ebout 30 feet to the eedt of agranite marker in
front of the house and about 130 feet to thewes of it. The eedt and west lines of the
parcd extand to the south about pardld, 120 feet on the eedt Sde ad 166 feet onthe
wes Sde The south line runs from the wet line ebout 100 feet, then turnsto the
northeadt and runs about 70 feet tojoin the eedt line.

Boundary Judtification
The parcd destribed above was dravn to endose the Caryl House and itsyard and

exdudes from the nomination the extensve acreege devdopad by the Town of Dover as
arecregtiond park.

(end)
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

April 28, 2000

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regiger of Historic Faces
Depatment of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:
Benjamin Caryl House, 107 Dedham Street, Dover (Norfolk Co.), MA

The nomination has been voted igible by the Sate Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sae Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the properties included in the district were
notified of pending State Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationa Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
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