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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

This house i s an e x c e l l e n t example o f the domestic b u i l d i n g o f the 
Greek Revia l p e r i o d . Three bays wide , w i t h i t s gable end turned to 
the s t r e e t to resemble the c l a s s i c a l temple f o r m , the theme i s c a r r i e d 
out w i t h paneled corner p i l a s t e r s suppor t ing a wide f r i e z e a t the s ides . 
The door surround, s i m i l a r to many found i n American-produced p a t t e r n 
books, has long s i d e l i g h t s , paneled p i l a s t e r s , and a f u l l e n t a b l a t u r e . 
Long f i r s t - f l o o r windows and second-story windows are capped by shallov/ 
pedimented l i n t e l s . 

HISiORIC.\L SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

Charles Manning, who gave h i s name to the s t r e e t which d e f i n e s t h i s l o t , 
l i v e d here f rom 1854-89. He was a manufacturer o f p a r l o r desks, pa r t of 
the extensive v;oodworking i n d u s t r y t ha t f l o u r i s h e d f rom the 1830's 
up to the C i v i l War years on the east side o f the town. Many of the 
companies s p e c i a l i z e d i n p a r l o r desks, which were f i r s t made by Dinsmore 
& Grouard down the s t r e e t . 
Manning was apprent iced to Francis Kingman, who l i v e d across Salem S t r ee t . 
He purchased the l a s t three months o f h i s three-year term i n order to 
t r a i n a t a B a p t i s t Theo log ica l Academy i n New York, but never became a 
m i n i s t e r . He went i n t o pa r tne r sh ip w i t h h i s b ro the r Ezra Manning and Solon A. 
Parker ; the three men vrere manufactur ing on Pearl S t r ee t . He l a t e r 
v7orked f o r Alden Batchelder . He was a member o f the House o f Representatives 
i n 1862. 
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Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t ip l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County. MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

51. House at 206 West Street Entered I n the 
National Reg l s t ^ 

52. House at 242 Summer Avenue 
Entered I n tha 
National Hegister 

53. House at 322 Haven Street firt^red I n the 
National Eegietar 

54. House at 483 Summer Avenue. 
Entered In the • 
National Begister 
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WASO Form • 177 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Manning, Charles, House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

• resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
O appeal 
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Working No. _ 
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_L-rACCEPT _ 

RETURN. 
REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review/: • appeal O NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

i m good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CH unexposed 

Check one 
unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness . ' 
• clarity 
CD alterations/integrity - -
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify kielow 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked • jj»> 
CH relating significance to the resource 
CH context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


