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Exterior: The Capitol is roughly cruciform in plan being bilaterally
symmetrical, with its major east-west axis delineated by prostyle
tetrastyle porticos. The fact that the House and Senate chambers are
located on the second floor is expressed on d on the exterior by the use of a

iano nobile, the diminution of fenestration between the second and third
floors, and the fact that only the second floor windows are crowned by
simple entablatures. This is further enhanced by the subtle variation of
the ashlar, i.e., the use of larger blocks at the base of the piano nobile
and in the entablature. The east and west facades are identical with
central pedimented porticos resting on piers finished with horizontal bands
of rustication. The order is of the fully developed Doric of the Hellenic
period, said to be that of the Parthenon. A full entablature surrounds the
building. It breaks out over the single~bay end pavilions which are framed
by multiple antae. There are three bays between the eentral projection
and each of the end pavilions. They are less elaborately treated, with the
triglyphs, mutales, and guttae, but not the tenia, omitted from the
entablature. There is a low hip roof which is hidden from view by a solid
parapet. From the center of the roof rises the octagonal drum of the dome. |
The hemispherical copper dome rests on three plinths of graduated heights,
the lowest being the largest is octagonal, the two upper ones circular.
The oculus is surrounded by a simple circular parapet which is crowned by
an iron band of anthemions connected by concave scallops. This feature
was inspired by a similar floral band on the cornice of the Choragic
Monument of Lysicrates, Athens. The north and south facades consist of
five equal bays divided by antae. The corners are strengthened by
projecting antae coupled with half-antae which lie in the same plane with
those in the intervening bays. The entablature is fully developed with
triglyphs, mutules, etc. The Capitol measures approximately 160 feet from
north to south and 140 feet from east to west.

Interior: The ground floor features a central circular lobby from which
axial halls bisect the north and south wings which contain four rooms each.
The east and west wings have off-center stair halls with their principal
doors on axis and contain one major room each. The stair in each wing is
behind a screen of fluted Ionic columns which take their order from the
Temple of Ilissus, Athens. The lobby at the intersection of the four halls
has smooth granite walls. Between the axial doors are trabeated semi-
circular niches which hold busts of famous North Carolinians. In front of
each niche there is a round plaster medallion in the elliptical cantilevered
ceiling which is pierced by the open well of the rotunda above. This &fords
an unbroken view of the dome from the ground floor., The main floor has a
central circular rotunda with axial doors. Those to the east and west lead
to halls each of which features a superb elliptical stair with an exposed
soffit and a delicate iron balustrade. The rotunda has a high granite dado.
The granite doorcases are quite plain with simple moulded scrolls supporting
an unadorned entablature. The double doors have three square panels each.
The extremely deep panels are surrounded by egg and dart moulding. The
doors are studded with four-petaled rosettes. Above the doors are four
panels of similar design. Each portal is flanked by antae rising from the
top of the dado to the base of the dome. In the intervening spaces are
semi~-circular arched niches. Above the niches and the portals are recessed
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In 1832 the General Assembly of North Carolina appropriated $50,000
for the purpose of building a new Capitol to replace the one destroyed
by fire in June, 1831. William Nichols, State Architect, who had
repaired the old State House, suggested that the new building be larger
than its predecessor, and that stone from a quarry in Raleigh be used
in its construction. W. S. Drummond and Colonel Thomas Bragg, in charge
of operations, engaged Ithiel Town and Alexander Jackson Davis as
architects. The cornerstone for the new Capitol building was laid
on July 4, 1833, by Governor David Lowry Swain.

Because the appropriated funds were exhausted with the completion
of the foundation and due to the fact that the State's finances were
at a low level, charges of extravagance leveled against the commissionersL
Drummond and Bragg, resulted in their withdrawal from the construction.
At Town's suggestion David Paton, a young architect from Edinburgh,
Scotland, was engaged to take charge of the construction. He arrived
in Raleigh in September, 1834, bringing skilled stonemasons from
Scotland and elsewhere, and supervised the cutting and finishing of
the stone. During the years of construction, General Beverly Daniel,
head of administration, and David Paton were frequently occupied in
writing various architects concerning basic decisions with regard to the
design of the building. OUne of their principal correspondents was the
architect William Strickland of Philadelphia. At Strickland's
suggestion, the stairway originally planned for the rotunda was deleted.
Strickland also advised the placement and the number of colums to be
used in the House and Senate, and the construction of the dome of the
Senate Chamber. The building was completed in the spring of 1840. Since
1963 when the new North Carolina Legislative Building was first occupled
by the General Assembly, only the offices of the Governor, Secretary of
State, and Treasurer remain in the Capitol. The halls formerly
occupied by the Senate and the House of Representatives are preserved
intact along with their original furnishings.

Architecturally the State Capitol building is an important example
of the work of three outstanding nineteenth~-century architects, Ithiel
Town, Alexander Jackson Davis, and their collaborator David Paton.

On his visit to Raleigh in June of 1966, Walter Muir Whitehill, director
and librarian of the Boston Athenaeum, remarked that the Capitol was a
_"superb" example of Greek Revival architecture. The building is an
exceptionally fine version of the style in its most erudite and
sophisticated form.
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r panels, which, like the niches, have no decoration. The
of the rotunda is attained by the dependence of the design on
rtion and line rather than elaborate decoration. This principle
can also be observed in the treatment of the dome with eight large
segmental coffers outlined by the simplest mouldings and the unadorned
circular oculus.

The chambers of the Senate and the House of Representatives are
a full two stories in height; their galleries are entered from the
third floor of the building. The Senate Chamber in the north wing
is roughly a Greek cross in plan with a shallow dome resting on
pendentives. The galleries behind each arch are supported by screens
of fluted Ionic columns which intersect the piers on which the
pendentives rest. The order is taken from the north portico of the
Erechtheion. The captals have a plaited torus moulding between the
volutes, the spirals of the volutes carved with intermediate fillets,
cushions ornamented with bead and reel moulding, and the abacus treate
with egg and dart. The neckings of the columns have anthemion bands
outlined by bead and reel moulding. The anthemion band is repeated
on the antae and is carried around the room beneath the architrave.
Above the galleries is a heavy dentil cornice enriched with a band of
plain paterae. There are fireplaces flanking the entrance and on the
side walls of the exedra behind the President's rostrum. They have
simple black marble mantels,

The damber of the House of Representatives features a full height
semi-circular colomnade with a straight row of four columns behind
the Speaker's desk. (The D-shaped seating area demarcated by the
colonnades is reminiscent of the similar room designed by Latrobe for |
the U, S, Capitol, Both were probably inspired by ancient Greek
theatre plans.) The order employing palm leaves above acanthus was
taken from the Horologium of Andronikos Cyrrhestes, Athens. The
Corinthian entablature features dentils, an anthemian frieze, and egg
and tongue moulding. Above this splendid colonnade is a shallow
elliptical half dome. Behind the colums, at just above half their
height, is the gallery. There are four fireplaces of similar design
to those in the Senate.

The furnishings of both houses include stylized Greek klysmos
chairs with Mannerist turnings. The chairs of the Senate are of a
more elaborate style with upholstered backs and seats. The desks
belonging to the Speaker and recorders of the House and to the
President and recorders of the Senate are of patterned veneer also
with Mannerist turnings. The single member desks of the Senate employ
solid vase supports resting upon scroll feet.

The third floor is devoted primarily to ffices, some decorated
in the Gothic Revival style.
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