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1. Name of Property
historic name Foxborough Pumping Station
other names/site number Foxborough Pumping Station #1 WatenA/orks District

2. Location

Street & number 25 Pumping Station Road not for publication
city or town Foxborough . e vicinity
state Massachusetts codeJVIA_  county Norfolk codeil21 .zip code Q2Q25

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under ihe National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this “nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

S meets ¢« does notmeet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statew/ide Hflocally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, Deputy SHPO Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property = meets « does notmeet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4 National Park Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is: Date of Action
[iI"ntered inthe National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain);



Fo.Y.borough Pumping Station
Name of Property

fi. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

eprivate X building(s)

~public-local _ district

epublic-State _ site

epublic-Federal _ structure
X object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

INNUSTRY/PROCFSSIN(MNEXTRACTION: waterworks

7 Descriptinn

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN: Queen Anne

Narrative Description

Norfolk, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
2 ] .building
sites
. structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Q

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

INDUSTRY/PROCFSSING/FXTRACTION: watenA/orks

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation STONE
walls BRICK.

roof STONE: Slate

other STONF granite

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



~PS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higtoric Places

Continuation Sheet Foxborough Pumping Station
Foxborough (Norfolk County)
Massachusits

Section number 7 Pege 1

7. Narrative Description:

The Foxborough Pumping Station is located in Foxborough, Massachusetts and consgts of seven
contributing buildings, sites, and gructures, as well as two noncontributing properties. The waterworks
are owned by the Town of Foxborough and is located on one of four parcelstotaling 61.75 aores of land.
Only the origina 26.6 acresof the waterworks property, on which the Pumping Station and its ancillary
buildings are located, are included in this nomination. The district is located off Chestnut Stre<t,
approximately one mile northeest of Foxborough Center. Situated within aresidential neighborhood,
direct acocess to the district isviaa 18 mile eest/west road named Pumping Station Road. All buildings
and ancillary structures of the waterworks are located to the north of Pumping Station Road and st
within awooded area. The primary contributing building of the waterworks district is the brick
Pumping Station (1891) designed by Emest N. Boyden. A sscond contributing building is the Storage
Gaage (1953.) Three driven wells (1948) are contributing structures, and contributing stesinclude the
man-meade Fales Pond and an abandoned well field congisting of approximately twenty-four pipe heeds
and asuction pump (1891). Two additional non-contributing features include a Chemica Building
(1989) and afourthwell (1972.)

The Town of Foxborough is located in Norfolk County, approximately 25 miles southwest of Boston.
Surrounding towns include Walpole to the north, Norfolk to the northwest, Sharon to the northeedt,
Wrentham to the west, and Mansfield to the south. The Foxborough Pumping Station is located inthe
Neponset River Watershed and draws its water from this source. Thiswatershed condds of
agpproximately 130 square miles of land located southwest of Boston.  All water sourcesinthis area
drain into the Neponsat River, and ultimately into Boston Harbor. The Negponset River Watershed
includes parts of 14 cities and towns. Boston, Canton, Dedham, Dover, Foxborough, Medfield, Milton,
Norwood, Randolph, Quincy, Sharon, Stoughton, Walpole, and Westwood. 1n addition to the
Foxborough Pumping Station, the Town of Foxborough hes seven other gravel packed wells located in
fivedifferent well fields throughout Foxborough. All water for Foxborough is supplied soldy from
groundwater of either the Neponset or Taunton River Bagns

The setting around the Foxborough Pumping Stafion is mostly wooded. Fine treesplanted in the 1920s
line apaved agphdt driveway that extends eest beyond Pumping Station Road for direct aooess to the
waterworks. The driveway is s&t abovethe Pumping Station a arelatively segp dope ad its north
dope drops down toward the Pumping Station. Animpression of the old waterworks driveway can be
detected on the north dope of the incline, leading from the driveway to the front door of the Pumping
Station. The new driveway path extends eest beyond the Pumping Station and curvesleft into a circular

(Continued)
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parking lot. All buildings of the Foxborough Pumping Station are Stuated around the parking lot in
dose proximity. The Pumping Station is located to the west of the parking lot, and fifty feet west of the
Station is Fales Pond. Fdes Pond is man-mede and comprises the lowest elevafion of the Ste. The
surrounding areagently dopes downward toward the pond, except for the Stegp dope of the land off the
driveway. Direct aooess to the eest and south sdesof Fales Pond can be made by foot, while a narrow
driveway extendswest Irom the parking lot to acoessthe west bank of the pond. FaesPond is
connected to the Neponsat Reservoir & its northemmost section, aconnection mede possble viaa dam
that hes long been buried by sand. The dam, built inthe 19 century, created Fales Pond and prior toits
constmction the areawas svamp. Today the dam isno longer inuse and the areabetween Faes Pond
and the Neponset Reservoir exigts as alow flow stream. The Neponsat Reservoir sarves as the darting
point of the Ngponset River, which mns thirty miles through the middie of the Neponset River
Watershed.

The Neponst Reservoir isvisible to the north of the Waterworks District, the two aress being ssparated
by amedium density strand of deciduous and pine trees. When the Foxborough waterworks was
originaly built, twenty-four small wellswith narrow pipes suctioned ground water from the immediate
area, which was comprised mostly of wetlands. Thisoriginal well field is now abandoned, but
numerous pipes from this sysem remain (photo #3) and are Stuated just afew yards northwest of the
Pumping Station, scattered northwards toward the Neponst Reservoir.  The pipe heeds of the wells rise
approximately four inches from the ground and have been replaced by four gravel-packed welsthat
are much degper and draw water from the Neponset Reservoir Aquifer. One of the large wellsof the
waterworks district is located in the wooded areanorth of the Pumping Station and the other three wells
are located south of Fales Pond, between the pond and the narrow aocess driveway mentioned above.
The three ancillary service buildingsof the Site, one of which islocated on a separate parcd, ae located
around the parking lot inacircular fashion. A tal dectric pole is stuated a the southeest comer of the
building and another is located near the middle of thewest elevation.

The Queen Anne-style Pumping Station, designed in 1891 by Boston architect, Emest N. Boyden, is
one-gtory in height, st on adight hill, and oriented on anorth-south axis, with itswes sde overlooking
the pond. Thebuilding is L-shaped and comprised of three sectionsthat correspond to three interior
rooms. The nearly square boiler room connectsthe other two sections of the building. From the centrd
boiler room, the engine room extendsto the south and cod room to the eest. The Pumping Station
conddsof a20'x 24' engine room, a22'x 31 'boiler room, and a 17'x 31 ‘coa room. All three
rectangular blocks were built a the same time and remain inworking order; however, both the boiler
and cod rooms now serve as Sorage soace.

(Confinued)
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The entire Pumping Station is constmcted of Taunton brick, laid in common bond. The building hes its
origina foundation made of fieldstone. The roof of the Pumping Station is unique, as eech block of the
building hes its own pyramida hipped roof The hipped roof sections are covered ingrey date and the
ridge lines are topped with copper flashing. Due to the unique shgpe of the roof, the ridge and eaves of
the boiler room roof are higher than the other two sections, the boiler room block serves as a cormector
and hes the gppearance of an overlapping roof in the comer of the L-Plan(photo #1). The Pumping
Station's roof is accentuated by a cupola centered on the ridge of the engine room. The cupola hes
wooden louvers and is topped by apyramida hipped cap covered indate. The cap roof hes decorative
brackets and comice. A sixty-five foot square brick chimney islocated a the exterior north wall of the
boiler room. Ancther prominent feeture of the building is the entrance porch a the main entrance on the
south faBede (photo #2). A chain-link fence located a the reer of the building, installed for ssfety
reasons, frames the now defunct cod bagin.

Repeated features of the Pumping Station include awater table that wraps around the beese of the engine
and boiler room éevations, but is absent on the cod room elevation. The water table isdigtinguished
from the primary brick of the walls by ablack-red-black pattem. The same pattem is dso presat as an
upper-level sringcourse on al eevations of the boiler room, but it is not continued on any of the Sdes
of the engine or cod rooms. All windowsof the Pumping Station have wooden sash and all but one
have rough-faced granite sills. There are three fixed windows, but the majority of windows are double-
hung 66 lights. Most windowsare s&t into ssgmental arch openings with solayed lintels.

The primary entrance to the Pumping Station faces south and leedsto the engine room. The entrance is
composad of wooden rectangular double doors located in the center of the south elevation. The open-ar
porch projects forward and its shed roof, an extension of the hipped roof, is supported by paired wooden
chamfered posts. On ether sde of the door, the paired postsrest on alow brick wall with a rough-faced
granite cgp. The brick walls are about three feet high, four feet inlength, and extend from the main
block to form the ddes of the porch. Recessad from the main entrance to the station is the south wall of
the cod room, which isbuilt into the dope of theland. Two windows are located on thiswall. One of
the twowindowson thiswall islocated inthe corner of thelL, the other, asmal fixed six-light ssgh, is
now left of center after anine foot addition to the cod room inthe mid 20" century.

The west dlevation of the Pumping Station is compaosed of the west walls of the engine room and boiler
room. Thewall of the boiler room projects approximatey two feet west beyond the engine room
eevation. The largest window of the Pumping Station is a single Romanesque arch window located on

(Continued)
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the west dlevation of the engineroom. The full arch extends from its granite sill near ground leve to
nearly the roof Sa within the arch is atripartite window comprised of three double hung seeh
windows, an 82 flanked by 3/2 sash. The arched window is framed by afull arch lintel and further
outlined by egg-sheped terra cotta ornamentation. To the upper right of this window, a large ventilation
pipe extends horizontally. Left of the arch, avertica pipe is atached to the wall for drainage purposes
Two large openings on the west wall of the boiler room have been dtered subgtantidly. The opening to
the south conggs of brick infill and hes asngle window sugpended in its upper |eft portion. Originaly,
this opening conssted of a fixed window with granite sill up top and recessed brick below. The
window that currently fills the goaceis mod likely the second half of what gopears to have been a
double window located to the north. The right portion of this double window hes been filled with brick,
while the left portion remains & into the double segmenta arch opening. Below this window, aportion
of the brick wall hes been covered by cament plastering.

The north devation of the Pumping Station consstsof the north wall of the boiler room and the long
low wall of the cod room, which is on the same plane as the boiler room. Two similar 66 windows are
located on the north wall of the engine room and |eft of the windows is the sixty-five foot square brick
chimney dack. The chimney tapersas it risssand is caoped a the top. The chimney is atached to the
exterior of the north elevation by abrick extenson from the boiler room. The extenson is about three
feet wide and hes aflat roof the height of the stringcourse of the boiler room. The brickwork of this
andl extenson hes been re-pointed and evidencesthat an opening hes been filled. Left of the chimney
isthe cod pit. Although the pit is open today, joist holes dong the north elevation of the cod room
ugoes that the oecewas once covered. A fixed Sx-pane light is right of center on the north cod room
wall. Tothe right of the cod pit isalarge metd double door with a fixed 12-pane light. The doorway
leedsinto the boiler room.

The et devation of the Pumping Station is characterized by a 20" century addition. The addition was
built off the eest wall of the cod room and followsthe sameroof-lineof the cod room, blending into
the brickwork of the entire building. Only adight irregular pattem of mortar revedsthe line between
the original block and the addition. The eedt elevation of the Pumping Station hes a garage door with a
shedroof The metd overhead garage door hes Sixteen square pands, one row of which islights. The
garage door replaces an older door once usad &s the opening for cod deliveries. A large window
configuration dominatesthe eest wall of the engineroom, displaying a center 82 sseh with separate
flanking 4/1 lights. All three windows sharethe same granite sill.

(Continued)



NPS Form 1 10-90aa OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Foxborough Pumping Station
Foxborough (Norfolk County)
Massachusetts

Section number 7 Page 5

The interior of the Pumping Station hes retained much of itsorigina materia and consgsof three
rooms. All origina interior walls of the Pumping Station are mede of brick and a false dropped ceiling
covers the origina celling in each section, thought to have been vaulted. The Engine Room is located &
the main entrance of the Pumping Station (photo #5). The floor of the Engine Room was originally
mede of wood and st dightly below grade, but is now covered by squaretiles. Detailing within the
room includes an inset water fountain directly to the west of the entrance. The fountain hes amarble
basn and is fashioned by a pressad brick arch. The room hes been retrofitted with aradiator on the eest
wall and dectricity has been added throughout the building. In additionto lighting, the eectricity
operatesthe pump as well as the water flow control board mounted inthe middle of the northwall. The
largest instrument in the room is a massve generator, used in an electrica emergency to mn the pumps
Entrance to the Boiler Room (photo #6)is viaa heavy wooden door in the northeest comer of the
Engine Room. The Boiler Room currently serves as sorage goace and was divided into two rooms
during the early twentieth century. The cament floor of the room covers an origina brick floor. A

andl rectangular room to the west is partitioned off from the larger part of the Boiler Room by a beeded
board wall. Within this smal room, the wallsare covered in beaded board andfl orescentlamps are
uspended from the dropped ceiling. The larger section of the Boiler Room is square and dmogt the
entire oaceis filled with wooden storage sheves(photo #7). A dosat on the northwall hes a thick
wooden door and its interior Soece leedsto the south sidewall of the chimney. Next to the dost, in the
eedt comer of the room, is adouble metal door with assgmentd arched 12-light transom. The east wall
of the Boiler Room attachesto the Cod Room, which is acoessed by ametd door in the middieof wall.
To ether 9de of the doorway, the brickwork of the wall isbuttressed. Abovethe door asgn reeds
"BUILT BY CUNNINGHAM IRON WORKS CO. BOSTON, MASS. 1891," referring to the builders
of Pumping Station #rs origina sandpipe. Thissgn was placed above the doorway in 1939 when it
was taken off the original sandpipe that had been replaced. The Cod Room retains itsorigina brick
floor, which islaid in aherringbone pattem. Thisroom isthe smdlest of the three rooms and snce the
pump isno longer operated by coal, the room hes been divided into sorage soece by horizonta and
vertical cinder block walls. A sscond level formed by the horizonta cinder blocks cregtes a goece large
enough to hold avehicle that can enter through the garage door a the eest wall of the Cod Room. It is
possible to drive avehicle into the second gory becausethe cinder block floor isbuilt into the hill of the
eed elevation and therefore a grade.

Ancillary Buildings:
A ssoond contributing building isthe 1953 Storage Garage, Stuated approximatdy fifty feet northeest
of the Pumping Station. Itisaone-gory, brick rectangular building with agable roof The garegeis st

(Continued)
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on aconcrete pad and hes an agphdt shingle roof Three of the four large wells of the district were built
in 1948. Currently, two of the wells (#1 & #3) are working and one (#2) hes bean abandoned due to
caacked casng. The wells are gravel packed and extend into the ground a an averageof 40 fedt. In
order to protect the wellsfrom outsde dements, rectangular brick shdlters, roughly six feet by fivefedt,
have bean built around the perimeter of the wells (photo #4). The shdters have shed roofs topped with
clay tiles. A fourthwell, (#2a) built on-gte in 1972, is anoncontributing sructure. The 1989 chemical
building, a square brick building with flat roof, is so a noncontributing building due to its recent
constmction.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stesare known on the Foxborough Pumping Station property or in
the generd area(within one mile), it is possble that Stesare present. Environmenta characterigtics of
the property represent locational criteria(dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) thet are favorable
for the presence of ancient sites. The nominated areaiincludes well-drained, level to moderaidy doping
landforms formed on glacial outwash plains and glacia dream terraces in dose proximity to wetlands.
The property lies adjacent to manmede Fales Pond that was originally svampland in the Ngponsat River
drainage. Given the above information, the Sze of the parcd (26.64 acres), and the extent of historic
landuse associated with the pumping station facility, amoderate to high potentia exigts for locating
ancient Native American resources on the property.

A low potentid exigts for locating significant historic archaeologica resources on the nominated
property. No historic landuse has been identified on the property prior to construction of water-related
facilities assodated with the pump sation in 1891. Subsurface features and piping assodaed with the
abandoned well field and existing wellsexist; however, these resources would have limited reseerch
potential and are not considered significant.

(Continued)
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Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" In one or more boxes for ttie criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A A Property is associated with events that have made

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

« B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

A C Property ennbodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

« D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

« A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

removed from its original location.

a birthplace or grave.

a cemetery.

m o O w

a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

« F acommemorative property.

« G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihliographinal Referenr.es

Norfolk, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Community Planning and Development

Engineering

Period of Significance
1891-1955

Significant Dates
1936:coal-driven steam pump replaced with electric
pump and flow meter added, 1948: walks replaced,

1953: storage garage built

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Boyden, Ernest N.

O'Connell. William (builder)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
epreliminary determination of individual listing (36

CFR 67) has been requested
epreviously listed in the National Register

epreviously determined eligible by the National
Register

edesignated a National Historic Landmark

erecorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#
erecorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

Primary location of additional data:
NState Historic Preservation Office
«Other State agency
eFederal agency
A"Local government
e University
*Other

Name of repository:
Foxborough Water Works, Foxborough HC
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8. Statement of Significance

The Foxborough Pumping Station consigs of alate 19" century pumping station with mid and lae-20"
century ancillary sructures. The 1891 construction of the waterworks demondrates the expandgon of
public serviceswithin Foxborough as well as the increesed need for fire protection for the once thriving
draw hat industry based within the community. The primary contributing building of the districtisthe
brick 1891 Pumping Station designed by Emest N. Boyden, and a second contributing building is a
1953 Sorage Garage. The Pumping Station is significant as a surviving example of waterworks
architecture of Bogton architect, Emest N. Boyden. Three 1948 driven wells are contributing structures,
and contributing Stesinclude the manmade Fales Pond and the 1891 abandoned well field conssting
of twenty-four pipe heedsand a suction pump. Not al pipesare extant. Two additiona non-
contributing features include the 1989 Chemica Building and afourthwell drivenin 1972. The
period of sgnificance datesfrom 1891 when the Pumping Stafion was built, to 1955, during which
time the Pumping Station and its ancillary smctures remained in operation. The waterworks hes been
in continuous use dnce 1891. The Foxborough Pumping Station possessssintegrity of location,
setting, desgn, materids, workmanship, feeling, and associafion and meatscriteriaA and C for the
National Regiger of Historic Faces a the loca level.

Foxborough was originally part of Dorchester and became incorporated as aTown in 1778. Early
stlement in Foxborough was gparse; as of 1716, only one family lived inthe area. During the mid-
18" century, settlers from Dorchester, Dedham, and Medford cameto the areaas famers. A deedy
growth in population took place following the Revolutionary War as did the establishment of industry
within the town.

In the late IS*' century, Foxborough changed from asmall agricultural community to an industrial
town. The Foxborough Foundry and Machine Company, founded in 1781, was thefirst mgor
manufacturer intown. A large increase in population took place between 1840 and 1860, a growth
directly rdated to the establishment of the draw hat industry within Foxborough. By the 1870s the
population in Foxborough hed risen to over 3,000 citizens and the manufacturing industry within the
community was thriving. Known by this decade as Americas capitol for sraw ha manufacturing, two
of the largest companieswithin Foxborough were dedicated to this industry. Founded in 1850, the
Foxborough Steam Mill Company supplied boxes for sraw hat manufacturers and the Union Straw
Works, founded in 1855, was the town's largest sraw hat manufacturer. During this period, public

(continued)
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srvices within the Town expanded as aresult of continued growth. A volunteer fire department was
active by the 1850s telegphone service was available in 1832, and apublic water supply was established
by the 1890s The owners of both the Foxborough Mill Company and the Union Strawv Workswere
insgmmenta in bringing apublic water supply to Foxborough.

As Foxborough prepared to cdebrate its centennid in 1878, there was another matter of civic concem,
the creation of a common water supply. Following afire a the Foxborough Mill Compeny in 1876, the
company's owner, Virgil S Pond, became dedicated to improving fire protection and water supply
within Foxborough. Prior to the establishment of the Pumping Station Waterworks in 1891, water in
Foxborough was supplied by private hand-pumped wellsand cistems. In 1872, a Cole Steamer was
purchased to help the volunteer fire department combat fires, but fire fighting proved far from an exact
stience. Foxborough hed no hydrants and the water supply from private wells pumped too dowly to
forcefully put out fires. Inaddition to lacking an efficient sygem to fight fires, the quality of drinking
water in Foxborough was poor. Due to the continua growth around the center of town, the ground
water of the private wellswas becoming increasingly contaminated.  1n regponseto the growing
concem for dean water, a Town Meseting was caled on March 23, 1878 to consder apublic water
supply for Foxborough. A water supply committee of prominent Foxborough citizens formed to
explore possble water resources. Inadditionto Virgil S Pond, who was the owner of the Foxborough
Mill Company, Eragus P. Carpenter, principa and co-founder of Union Straw Works, was a member
of the water supply committee. Other membersincluded N.F. Howard, William T. Cook, and Charles
F. Howard. The committee hired civil engineer, Percy M. Blake, to survey possble steswithin
Foxborough to establish a public water supply.

Pearcy M. Blake (1850-1933) was one of the leading engineersin his field. A native of Taunton,
Massachusdtts, Blake began working a the engineering office of Cushing Famum basad in Providence,
Rhode Idand. In the early 1870s he designed harbor and river improvements under the direction of
Gengd G.K. Warren and within afew years Blake went into busness as a consulting hydraulic
engineer in Bogton. Although he had not yet completed some of his major work when hired by
Foxborough, he did go on to design water systemsfor Dedham in 1881, Middleborough and Norwood
in 1885, and sevard inthe 1890sincluding Famouth in 1898. By the time of his retirement around
1919, Blake had desgned more than twenty sgparate waterworks sysemsin New England.

Although Blake's proposed water sygem for Foxborough was never built, he laid the groundwork for

(continued)
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its necessity in histhorough survey report, dated January 29, 1879. Blake attributed the cause of
frequent sckness and even deeth to drinking polluted water. He believed no subject conceming the
hedth of people had avakened more interest in New England than that of pure water. In hisreport for
the Town of Foxborough, Blake introduced the nesd for water as apractical matter for both public and
private interests within the community. Hisreport sated:

"without an abundance of pure and healthy water, a town or village can

never advance beyond a certain size or condition: that under such

circumstances the general health of the people can not be expected to

improve, real estate and other property will not increase invalue,

insurance rates will not be reduced, and capitalists and manufactures can

not be persuaded to invest their money and interest where there is no water

to protect themfromfire, orfor their general use. " (Committee on Water Supply
1879:8)

Blake determined that Foxborough, atown of 3,000 people, would require 100,000 gdlons of water on
adaly bads. Anticipating growth, Blake sought a Site that could produce 200,000 gallons of water per
day. Areaswithin Foxborough examined as potentia water sourcesincluded the Neponset Reservoir,
land dong Walnut Street, Cocasset Pond, the springs a High Rock, and the Lakeview arean Many of
these aress proved to be too low to provide water by gravity. The Neponset Reservoir was found unfit
for drinking water and Cocasset Pond was regjected due to runoff from Rock Hill Cemetery ad
discharge from the Stone Laundry. High Rock was dso rgected because the rocky land would be too
codly todrill. Theonly source Blake deamed appropriate was the watershed of Govermor's Meadow
located on Granite Stredt.

The source of water would come from Govemor's Brook, astream having itsorigin in the northwest
part of town and flowing within ahalf mile from the center of town. Blake estimated the water source
as sufficient enough to supply water to atown of 30,000 resdents. Blake detailed aplan that called for
abrick pump house near the well a Governor's Meadow to accommodate two pressure pumpsand
boilers. From the pump house, the water would be pumped through eight-inch pipes up Granite Street
to Main Stregt and into areservoir a Foxborough Common. The reservoir would then be connected to
six-inch pipes that would bring water to the Sde streets around the Common. From these Sde-dreet
pipes, four-inch pipes would extend further to supply water to cross dreets. The proposed cod of the

(continued)
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waterworks wasjust under $40,000, and included the cogtsof the reservoir, pumps, pipes and hydrants.
Blake estimated yearly revenue of the water sysem a $4,180 and recovered service cods included:
manufacturing interests: $1,000, 180 families: $1,800, 60 stables: $300, 48 hydrants $480, and 60
garden hydrants: $600 (Committee on Water Supply 1879: 8-25).

Impressad by the engineering proposal submitted by Percy Blake, the Committee on Water Supply
petitioned the Generd Court of Massachusetts seeking permission to form a private Water Supply
Didtrict, one milein diameter, with the Foxborough Common as its center. On April 2, 1879, the hill
was sgned and the Foxborough Water Supply District was incorporated by the Commonwedth of
Massechusatts under Chepter 196 of the Actsof the Year 1879. A charter was written and the
Foxborough Water Supply District was formed “to supply the Village of Foxborough with pure water”
(Authelet 1996: 91). All resdences and busnesseswithin half amile of the Common congtituted the
new Digtrict. Immediately following the establishment of the charter, the Water Supply District began
contracting with potential customersfor service. Proponents of the District experienced a mgjor
setback, however, when Union Straw Workson Wall Street, expected to be the mgor subscriber of the
Water Didtrict, developed problems with its private well sygem in 1879. Unable to wait for the new
Water Supply District to provide water. Union Straw Works proceeded to drive new private wells.
Without the Union Straw Works as a mgjor subscriber, the Foxborough Water Supply District voted in
1880 to await further developments to determine what action the District should take to establish a
public water supply within Foxborough.

The Foxborough Water Supply Didtrict lay inactive until May 1889. During that month, ErastusP.
Capenter, Virgil Pond, and Francis D. Williams were authorized by the Foxborough Water Supply
Didtrict to congder and proceed with the immediate constmction of awaterworks. By the dose of the
1830s, the origina plan proposed by Percy Blake for the Govemor's Meadow waterworks hed lost
upport anong locas and anew ideato drivewells near the Neponset Reservoir was gaining
popularity. Asplans for anew water supply were consdered, the State of Massachusetts purchesd
land in 1890 to build the Massachusetts State Hospital f or Dipsomaniacs and Inebriates on Chestnut
Street in Foxborough. Within the yeer, five large buildingswere erected and a request was mede by the
Saefor an anple water supply for fire protection and domedtic purposes a the Hospital. The State
Hospita proved to be the nesded cusomer to serioudy re-consder when and where awaterworks for
Foxborough would be built.

(continued)
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In 1889, two yearsprior to the water request of the State Hospital, the Foxborough Water Supply
Didtrict employed civil engineer, Frank L. Fuller of Boston, to begin survey for anew ste of a
proposed waterworks. By the time of his hire, the location of a waterworks & Govemor's Meadow hed
bean completely dismissed. Fuller examined various steswithin Foxborough and recommended the
mog satisfactory water supply from ground water neer Fales Pond, apond located a the southwest
comer of the Neponset Reservoir. In January 1890, five test wells about thirty feet degp were driven
neer this Ste and water from the wellswas tested for purity. The water was andyzed by the
Massechusetts State Board of Hedlth and determined safe to drink. Fuller's plan caled for a pumping
dation to be built near the wellsand from the pumping station, water would be forced to a sandpipe
(non extant) built neer Foxborough Town Hall. Fuller cautioned the Town to avoid construction of
ay new housesinthe immediate vicinity of the proposed pumping station, because wadte from the
houssswould contaminate the ground water.

Satisfied with the survey proposed by Fuller, the question of awater supply complex was put to vote a
a Foxborough Town Meseting on May 28, 1890. Citizens voted on whether to proceed with the
congtmction of awaterworks, a acost not to excead $65,000. The question required a2/3 vote to pess
and with the vote of 117 "yes' and 106 "no," the motion did not carry. After twelve yearsof planning,
the Foxborough Water Supply District still could not proceed with the construction of a public weater
supply. During the months to follow, supporters of the waterworks initiated a changein the
Foxborough Water Supply District Charter to allow motionsto carry by amajority vote rather than a
2/3vote. OnJduly 1, 1891, the question of a waterworks was again put to vote a Town Meeting and
thistime 136 people voted in the affirmative and 105 in the negative. The motion carried and the
people of Foxborough would finally be the beneficiaries of afresh public supply of waeter.

For $1,100, the Foxborough Water Supply District acquired 26.6 acres of land neer Fales Pond to begin
building the pumping station and surrounding wells. The Water Supply District purchased nearly
deven aoesfrom Abner Faes, nine acresfrom William B. Crocker, and gpproximetely 6 \A acres
from Ephraim Copdand in the vicinity of FdesPond. The land fronted 397 feet on Mechanic Strest,
back to about adepth of 1,175 feet, and contained atwenty-five foot roadway leading from Chestnut
Street. Frank Fuller's plan for the Ste was carried out asfollows:

(continued)
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"The water supply is obtainedfrom 24 driven wells2 inches in

diameter, and of depthsvaryingfrom 23 Vifeet to 50 Vifeet averaging 31
feet. They are located in the immediate vicinity of the test wellsbefore
referred to and cover an area of about 20feet wide and 95feet long.
Directly opposite the engine room, about 22feet wes of it, isa cadt iron
recaver threefeet indiameter. With thisreceiver is connected the 12-inch
suctionfrom the pumping engines indde the gtation. ™

(Foxborough Water Supply District Report 1893:156, 177)

The Pumping Station was built by William O' Conndl of Canton according to the plans of waterworks
architect, Emest N. Boyden (1852-1918) of Bogton. By the time Emest Boyden sarved as the architect
for the Foxborough Pumping Station, he had designed severd other pumping stationsin Massachusdtts
including: Dedham (1881), Welledey (1884), Middleborough (1885, NR 1988), Ware (1886), Methuen
(1893), ad Billerica (1898). After hiswork in Foxborough, Boyden built the Famouth Pumping
Station in 1898 (NR 1998). The Foxborough Pumping Station hed three rooms. an engine room, boiler
room, and cod room. Like the mgjority of pumping stations desgned by Boyden, the Foxborough
Station was fashioned in the Queen Anne syle and contained characterigtics often repeated in Boyden's
designs such as arched windows, a hipped roof, alarge roof ventilator, and smple decorative details.

Even before constmction of the Pumping Station began in 1891, numerous contracts for work on the
Foxborough Waterworks had been awarded. Nahum Perry of Attleborough, MA was hired for hauling
and laying cagt-iron water pipes and setting gates hydrants, and other gppurtenances. The contract for
providing iron piping was awvarded to the McNea Fipe and Foundry Co. of Burlington, New Jarsey and
the Cunningham Iron Works Company of Boston secured the contract for providing the gandpipe. The
driven well contract was awvarded to William D. Andrews and Brother of New Y ork City, while the
engine and boiler agreement was given to George F. Blake Manufacturing Co. of Boson. By January
of 1892, 132 sarvice pipes had been connected for Water District customers. Over 1,350 feet of pipe
hed been laid and the standpipe (non extant), located a the top of the hill on Glenwood Avenue,
nesded only covering for completion of the waterworks project. Customers were charged aflat rate of
$6 for the first faucet connected to the water sysem and additiona faucets could be connected for &2
eech. Other cogtsincluded $4 for the first bathtub, $2 for additiond tubs, and water dosetswere ¥4 a5
well. At the daose of 1892, the classification of water customerswas as follows: 233 sarvices, 269

(continued)
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families, 17 private stables, 3 livery sables, 2 hotds, 12 stores, 4 factories, 3 churches, 2 boarding

houses, 1 photograph studio, 1 market, 1 printing office, 1 billiard hall, 57 meters, 1 green house, 1
blacksmith, 1 Town Hall, 1 engine house, 1 tennis club, 1 cemetery, 1 hospital, 1 bakery, 1 barbershop,
1 Masonic Hall, 1 railroad station, and 4 lawn hydrants.(Foxborough Water Supply District Report
1893:194, Authdlet 1996:91)

By 1894, the District expanded its water supply down South, Main, Mill, Granite, and Water Sregts
and dso supplied Neponsat Avenue for manufacturing purposes. The Van Choate El ectric Company
hed just condructed alarge complex of brick buildings on Neponset Avenue, and the company planned
to subscribe to the Foxborough Water Supply District. During the 1890s the Water Didtrict continued
to expand including service to Pond Avenue, Wood Road, and Bradford and Granite Stregts

Asthe District expanded, it found itself the subject of alawsuit in 1895, brought on by the firm of
HoUingsworth & Vose of Eag Walpole, Massachusetts Since the Pumping Station ws built very
dose to the shoresof the Neponsat Reservoir, HoUingsworth & Vase charged that the Foxborough
Water Supply District was illegally diverting water which would have naturdly flowed into the
Neponsat River, the source where the firm obtained itswater. The lawsuit was dismissed in Superior
Court as "not seasonably brought,” but victory for the District was only temporary. 1n 1896,
HoUingsworth and Vose brought the case before the Massachusetts Supreme Judicial Court. Ina
determined effort by the District to prove that there was no relationship between surface water in the
Reservoir and the well water of the Didtrict, a"peppermint test” was conceived. The experiment called
for lowering the level of water inthe Neponset Reservoir and subsequently adding immense amounts
of peppermint essence. When the water wias noticeably trested with peppermint, the pumps of the
District's wellswere sat to operating capacity as officials tried to detect traces of peppermint in the
water supplied by the District (Authelet 1996: 92). The water remained pure and the Massachusetts
Supreme Judicia Court ruled in favor of the Foxborough Water Supply District in January 1897.
HoUingsworth & Vose requested aretria in 1902, but the suit was dismissed onceand for all.

The Foxborough Water Supply District was such an ass=t to the citizens of Foxborough that Eadt

Foxborough sought to establish itsowndistrict. On April 6, 1911, the Eagt Foxborough Water Supply

Didtrict was edablished and operated as a sgparate entity, with its own dected commissoners and

fixed and collected rates. The Eagt Foxborough Water Supply District purchesed itswater from the

Foxborough Water Supply District, aprocessthat was completed viaameter a the comer of Cocasst
(continued)
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and Chestnut Stregts in Foxborough. The Eagt Foxborough Water Supply District continued to operate
sparatdy from Foxborough's District until 1925 when it was incorporated into the Foxborough Weater
Supply District. The next significant change to the Foxborough Water Supply District took place in
1931 when it was voted a the Annua Town Mesting to have the Town take over responsbilitiesof the
water supply. On September 29, 1931, the Town authorized the election of three commissoners to
operate the water department and to fix and collect rates in accordance with generd law. Chap. 41 Sec.
68A.

Once the water supply was taken over by the Town of Foxborough, upgradesto the sysem proceeded.
In 1935, Town Meseting voted $3,504 to purchase dectrica pumping equipment to replace the deam
pumps. A 50-horse power automatic eectrically driven centrifugal pump with amaximum capecity of
850 gdlons per minute was installed in May 1936, and a Caterpillar diesd driven centrifugal pump
with amaximum capacity of 1,000 gdlons was installed one month later in June. Also during 1936,
the Foxboro Company ingtaled a flow meter and control board in the engine room of the Pumping
Station. Further improvements to the water supply sysem were mede in 1938 when the Town
gppropriated $75,800 for anew gandpipe (extant) to be built in West Foxborough. The contract wes
awarded to R.H. Newell Company of Uxbridge for $52,616.50 and the remaining amount was
agppropriated for the installation of a more modem diesd engine a the Foxborough Pumping Station.
Around this same period, the boilers were removed from the boiler room and the south sde of the
room wes partitioned to creste an office and ameer testing room. InMarch 1939, anew sandpipe
capeble of 1,023,000 galons was filled for testing and was placed into service in Juneof that yeer.

During the mid-20™ century, anew addition was added to the eest portion of the cod room that housed
a hedting plant, septic tank, and toilet. In addition, aconcrete block floor was built over the cod room
dividing the cod bunker into two sories. The upper sory provided garage Soece and alarge
workbench, the lower spece sarved as dorage.

In 1948, three large wellsreplaced the twenty-four smal wells that had sustained the water supply

dnce 1891. The older wellsfunctioned as low-flow suction sygsemsof the ground water around the

Pumping Station. Water from these wellswas suctioned through smal two-inch pipes, drasticaly

andler than the pipes of the new wells. The new 2x4 foot grave packed wellswere an average of

forty feet degp and proved to be much more powerful. Known as wells 1, 2, and 3, the wells obtain

their water from the Neponset Reservoir Aquifer which is ultimately recharged by infiltration from the
(continued)
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Bogston Harbor Drainage Basin. Well #2 was abandoned due to cracked caang in 1964 and a fourth
well was built on dte in 1972, known as well #2A. Upgradesto the Pumping Station included a 1962
refurbishment of the flow meter in the engine room and subsequent replacement of the flow meter with
amagndtic flow meter in 1999. Two new ancillary buildings have aso been added to the Foxborough
Pumping Station. 1n 1953, a brick sorage garage was built and in 1989 achemicd building was
condructed. In addition, amodem garageis located on an adjacent lot eedt of the parking lot.

The Foxborough Pumping Station hes provided water to Foxborough citizens for over one hundred
years. There ae currently deven grave packed wellsin five different well Stes throughout
Foxborough. All water is supplied from groundwater located in the drainage basains of the Ngponsat
Watershed or the Taunton Watershed. In 1989 Foxborough adopted a Water Resource Protecfion By-
Law for the protection of the Town's drinking well water. Currently, all water issuesfor the Town of
Foxborough are run by the Foxborough Water and Sewer Department.  1n 2001, the water department
digtributed 755.1 million gdlons of water to 5,063 water cusomers.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Foxborough are poorly documented, any
surviving stes could be significant. Ancient Stesin this areamay contribute important information
relating to Native American subsstence and settlement activities dong the interior Neponset River
drainage, apoorly documented region. Recent research in neighboring towns indicate Stesin this area
may beong to adass of small, low densty, temporary, specid purposetype Stes. Larger Stes mey
exis dong the Negponset River drainage and neer larger lakes and ponds.  Environmenta reseerch may
contribute evidence that the svamp that preceded Fales Pond was originally an open water pond during
earlier periods of ancient settlement.  In that indance, larger Stesmay exist inthis areafrom earlier
periods. Ancient Stesinthis areamay dso contribute important information reated to the
socio/political relationships of native peoples in neighboring river drainage basins. The nominated
property isflankedto the eest and south by the Taunton River drainage and west by the Charles River.
Ancient dtesin this areamay contribute information thet indicates the extent local and regiond socio-
political sysemsand boundaries were affected by drainage boundaries and how they changed through
time. Thisdatacould test commonly held beliefs pertaining to riverine drainage settlement hypotheses

(end)
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UTM Coordinates
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Verbal Boundarv Description

The boundary includes one lot on the 1995 Foxborough Assessor's Map, Shest Number 56, as shown on the
atached copy of the Assessor'smap. Lines follow the property boundaries.

Verbal Boundarv Justification
The boundaries indicated above were chosen because they encompeassthe ot historically owned by the
Foxborough Water Supply District and include al of the contributing and non-contributing buildings, structures,

and dtes assodated with the Foxborough Pumping Station #1 Waterworks District, including Pumping Station
Road which provides aocess to the District from Chestnut Street.
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: Ellen Berichon

Exterior: view of south and west ddes, looking NE

View of eedt 9de, looking WNW

View of edge of Faes Pond, original well field pipeheads, looking N
Well heed sructureslooking S

Interior of engine room

Interior of boiler room

Interior of engine room

Historic view from 1890s

PN WDN PR



FOXBOROUGH PUMPING STATION #1 WATERWORKS DISTRICT
25 Pumping Station Road
Norfolk County
Foxborough, Massachusetts
C=Contributing; NC=Noncontributing
B=Building; 0=0bject;
Si=Site; S=Structure

MAP ARCHITECT/ TYPE OF
# mSTORIC NAME ARTIST/COMPANY MATERIAL(S) DATE STATUS RESOLUCE

Brick /granite

1 Pumping Staion Emest N. Boyden foundation 1891 C B

2 Sorage Gaage Brick/ concrete 1953 C B
foundation

3 Chemicd Building Brick/concrete 1989 NC B
foundation

4 Wdls(3) Brick covering 1948 C S

5 Well(l) Brick covering 1972 NC S

6 FdesPond C S

Abandoned Well Fieldw/ Suction
7 Pipes 1891 C S



Sketch Map of Foxborough Pumping Sation #1 Waterworks Digtrict

Note: Buildings and Structures are not drawn to scae and locations are approximated.

KEY

Pumping Station #1 Wells 3000
xoox Abandoned Well Fields

XXXXX

Chemicd Building Storage Garage



Blueprint for Foxborough Pumping Station #1 Waterwor ks Digtrict,
c. 1891. On file at the Foxborough Historical Society.
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The Foxborough Pumping Station islocally significant under Criterion A for its demondration

of expanded public sarvices in the areasnce the late 19" century, and under Criterion C as a

surviving example of waterworks architecture by Boston architect, Emest N. Boyden. Any
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts /
Wilham Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusdtts Historical Commission
October 26, 2006

John W. Roberts, Acting Chief
National Regiger of Historic Places
Depatment of the Interior

Nationd Park Service

1201 Eye Stregt, NW 8"'floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Dr. Roberts:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:

Foxborough Pumping Station, Foxborough (Norfolk), MA
The nomination hes been voted eligible by the Sate Review Board and hes bean signed by the
Sate Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commen.

Ore |etter of support has been received.

Sincerdy,
Betsy Friedberg f\
National Regigter Director N

M assachusatts Historical Commission
enclosure

cC Hllen Berichon, presarvation conaultant
Cal Kusch, Foxborough Higtoricd Commisson
Pau Godin, Faxborough Higoricd Commisdon
Robat Hickey, ., Board of Sdedmen
Leo Patter, Foxborough Water Department
Kevin Weinfdd, Flanning Boad

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.gate maus'mhc



BOARD OF SELECTMEN
TOWN OF FOXBOROUGH M.J 1)
40 SOUTH STREET
FOXBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS 02035 MASS. HIST. COWM

Robert Delaney, Chairmen Andrew A. Gda, J.
Michad P. Stanton, Vice Chairman Town Manager
James D. Thrasher, Clerk Telephone 508-543-1200
Robert H. Hickey, Jr. FAX 508-543-6278
Mark S Sullivan

June 14, 2005

Betsy Friedberg

National Regider Director

Massachusatts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachustts 02125

Re Foxborough Pumping Station Complex

Dear Mrs. Friedberg:

This letter isto acknowledge that the Board of Sdectmen of the Town of Foxborough are
aware of and fully support the nomination of the Foxborough Pumping Station complex,
atown-owned property, for listing in the National Regiger of Historic Flacesthat was
initiated by the Foxborough Historical Commission.

Sincerdy,

Foxborough Board of Sdectmen

Robart Ddanev. Charman

Michad P. Stanton, Vice Charman

JanesD. Thrasher, Cleek /117

Robert H. Hickey, J.

Mark S Sullivan

CC: Foxborough Historical Commission



