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Built by Charles Patnude in 1893 for $2,000.00, the two-story frame house at 1239

Eighth Avenue in Olympia, Washington, is an interesting combination of roof forms and
exterior ornamentation. Originally the house stood on a double lot until 1924 when the
property was divided. The foundation is of brick, probably manufactured at the builder's
own kiln in Olympia.

Multiple gables and round-arched window mouldings on the second floor are Gothic
influences. However, the L-shaped front porch on the north side, as well as the back
porch and bay windows, all have Mansard roofs. Three square bay windows are located
off the front parlor on the north and east and adjoining the living room on the west.
Most notable on the exterior is the scalloped wood trim which decorates a broad frieze
below the boxed eaves. Another scallop motif ornaments the bay windows and the porches
at the front and rear. Additionally, a sawtooth moulding along the porch frieze forms
unusual fan brackets at the top of each turned porch post. Small pendants hang from
the center of the spaces between posts.

The interior of the house is remembered by members of the Patnude family to have been
exceptional for its woodwork and its five fireplaces, one of which was built of local
Tenino sandstone. The house is now in very poor condition on the interior. Only one
fireplace remains in place. Most of the original architectural fabric has been either
covered over or torn out by various owners of the house. Only the front parlor has an
intact plaster relief ceiling; the remainder have been lowered. A service porch has

been added to the back west side of the house and the main stairway has been boarded up,
so that access to the second floor is provided only by means of a back stairway. Although
the house is presently occupied, only the ground floor is livable, most of it being in
deteriorated condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Charles Patnude came to Olympia from Wisconsin in the 1880's. He was a builder by trade,
and constructed or helped to construct many of Olympia's major public buildings,
including the 01d State Capitol, the old St. Peter's Hospital, the Providence Academy,
and the 1902 County Courthouse. Patnude manufactured brick in a kiln located where

the armory now stands in Olympia. He was a bricklayer, plasterer and mason, as well

as the owner of one of the first incorporated businesses in Olympia.

The Patnudes lived in this house for only two years - from 1893 to 1895. At that time

it was foreclosed by the Oregon Mortgage Company, as were many Olympia homes, all victims
of hard times. Patnude eventually built another home on Jefferson Street in which he
lived with his family of fifteen children. The Eighth Avenue house was later purchased
by Earl Barton for $12,850 in 1917. Since that year it has had various owners and was

at one time converted into apartments.

The jigsawn ornament of the Patnude House was typical of the era and has remained in

remarkably sound condition. The richly-trimmed gables, porches and bays bespeak the

~ optimism of the 1890's in Olympia. Unfortunately, the interior and the foundation have
deteriorated to such an extent, it is doubtful the old house can survive without

immediate attention.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). |
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criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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