
Form 10-300 
(Rev. 6-72)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections)

New Hampshire
COUNTY:

Cheshire
FOR NFS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE MOV 1 -i 1978

C OMMON:

Sawyers Grossing Covered Bridge
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(| In Process 

| | Being Considered
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II Occupied
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I I Preservation work
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OWNER'S NAME:

To wn o f Swan z ej
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Swanzey 'ew Hampshire
CODF

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Cheshire County Registry of Deeds, Cheshire Go. Courthou se
oIT- 
CD

STREET AND NUMBER:

12 Court Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Keene, Tew Hampshire 03431 33

TITLE OF SURVEY:

N ew Hamp shi re's Historic Pres erva ti on PI an
DATE OF SURVEY: "| 97*0 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

StatD Federal

77? TVT TT H T  01 New Hampshire 
Department of Resources and Sconoml c

County Local

STREET AND NUMBER:

P. 0. Box 856 State House Ann ex 
25 Cfl.nl tnl .q

CITY OR TOWN:

Concord,
STATE:

Tew Hampshire 03301



CONDITION
Excellent Q Good Fair

(Check One) 

] Deteriorated [~| Ruins Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One) 

Q Moved g] Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Spanning the &shuelot River in the Sand Bank section of 
Swanzey near the site of an ancient Indian village, this double 
span bridge with center pier was rebuilt in 1 859~on the site of 
an earlier bridge erected in 1771, at a cost of §1,735.94. It 
is named for its location and also Thomas Cresson, an early 
Swanzey pioneer. National Society for the Preservation of Cov­ 
ered Bridges World G-uide to Covered Bridges number 29-03-05.

Public Works and Highways number 136/143.N. H.
N. H.

Department 
Department

of 
of Resources and Economic Development number 6

This bridge of pleasing proportions with fully sheathed 
walls has arched portals painted red and white and is some 159 
feet long and 17 feet wide. Although its sheathing is worn and 
parts are missing, the structure is a good example of the pop­ 
ular Ithiel Town Truss construction designed and patented by th 
New Haven architect in 1820. The abutments and center pier are 
of split granite; tie rods aid in its support, a tin roof and 
bolts are evidences of continued maintenance; additional work, 
including new flooring, was undertaken in June of 1974.

The Sawyers Crossing Covered Bridge retains much of its 
original appearance and has been quite well maintained; trad­ 
ition tells us that upon completion of the structure in 1859 th 
event was celebrated by an all-night dance held in the bridge.
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D Historic 

| | Agriculture 

| | Architecture 

D Art 

| 1 Commerce 
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| | Conservation
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(2 Engineering

| | Industry

| | Invention

|| Landscape

	Architecture 
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Engineering:
America's wooden covered bridges form a significant chap­ 

ter in the history of. engineering in the United States. The 
Sawyers Grossing Covered Bridge very well illustrates this 
country's first truly native bridge design, the Town Truss, 
characterized "by a web of light planks crisscrossed at an angle 
of 45 degrees to 60 degrees, like a lattice, and fastened to­ 
gether with wooden pins or trunnels at each intersection. This 
bridge is located in a picturesque part of the town of Swanzey, 
N. H. , and is among the region's most popular photographic and 
artistic subjects. It received national acclaim in 1953 as 
Arthur Godfrey's romantic "kissing bridge," a publicity tie-in 
with the Christmas carton of Chesterfield cigarettes of that 
y ear.

Tra;n spo rtation:
The Sawyers Crossing Covered Bridge remains an important 

part of the transportation system of the town of Swanzey. 
Located on the state secondary system, its use is mainly by 
residents of thi s part of the town as it is not far from the 
Keen e line where many Swanz ey ci ti z en s are employ ed. Li ttl e 
commercial traffic passes this way, but suburban and commuter 
use is substantial over the Sawyers Crossing Bridge which re­ 
mains an active and valued part of the Swanzey road system.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
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3 DEFINING THii <_tisT3.R POINI OF A PROPERTY 
D OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES

-. - -^ *• ' • —————— 
i\| LATITUDE kV LONGITUDE
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David R. Proper, Curator
ORGANIZATION DATE

Historical Society of Cheshire County June 20, 1974
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51 So. Lincoln Street
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Keene,
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according; to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significsulce'of this nomination is:
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Titie( & Econorjnc Development
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Date July 7, 1976

STATE CODE

L^J ew Hampshire u^4^i 33

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.
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