
fURK B - BUILDING 

HjBSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COffllSSION 
SO BOYLSTON STREET 
BCSTDII, MA 02116 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of fora. 

Sketch Map: Draw mp showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
gsograpnical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
indicate north 

See attached map 

A AREA FORM WO. 

1842 

Town Worces t e r 

Address 454 Pleasant Street 

Historic HaweJohn Wescott Three-Decker 

Use: Present r e s i d e n t i a l 

Original res iden t i a l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date ca. 1892 

Source Worcester House D i r e c t o r y 

Style Queen Anne Three-Decker 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric wood claoboard and 

Outbuildings none 
wood shingle 

Major Alterations (with dates) s ome 
porch ba lus t rades replaced (mid-20thC 

Condition e x c e l l e n t 

Moved Date 

Acreage less than 1/4 acre 

Setting Late 1 9 t h / e a r l v 20th centurv 

mixed m u l t i - f a m i l y r e s i d e n t i a l and 

commercial area on major c i t y s t r ee t 

UTM REFERENCE 19/267570/4682640 

USGS QUADRANGLE Worcester Nor th 

SCALE 1:25,000 

Recorded by Michael S t e i n i t z 

Organization f o r MHC 

Date December 19 88 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The John Wescott Three-Decker possesses i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, 
• s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n . I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
•>' as a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e example of the working-class residences b u i l t i n the 

l a t e 19th century to the west of downtown along the Pleasant and Chandler 
Street c o r r i d o r s through the Piedmont neighborhood. I t i s also an 
unusually well-preserved and w e l l - d e t a i l e d example of l o c a l Queen Anne s t y l e 
three-decker c o n s t r u c t i o n from t h i s p e r i o d . The Wescott Three-Decker thus 
meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places on the 
l o c a l l e v e l . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIG*aFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. ^ 

A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y , 454 Pleasant Street i s a remarkably well-preserved and 
unusually ornate example of l o c a l Queen Anne three-decker design. The 
house i s unusual i n the p r e s e n t a t i o n of i t s long side as the main facade, 
an adaptation to the r e l a t i o n s h i p of i t s long, narrow l o t to Pleasant 
Street. The asymmetrically placed main e n t r y c o n s i s t s of panelled, double 
doors, s h e l t e r e d by a t h r e e - t i e r porch w i t h l a t h e - t u r n e d posts, large 
decorative brackets, and open balustrades. The porch i s flanked by a three-
s t o r y bay window. The house i s c l a d i n wood clapboard, w i t h wood shingles 
on the bay window and on the porch/entry bay, as w e l l as i n bands between 
s t o r i e s elsewhere. The hip roof has a wide cornice overhang which s h e l t e r s ' 
decorative p a i r e d brackets and l a r g e corner brackets. Windows have 1/1 sash,' 
and i n the t h i r d s t o r y have caps w i t h sawtooth molding. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the corawnity. 
By the 1890s, much of the area in the Piedmont neighborhood west of Crown 
H i l l was already b u i l t up as a m.ixed r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t of single- and 
multi-family houses, with both blue- and white-collar residents. I r i s h 
and French-Canadian families were present, along with native-born, although 
in the early 20th century, the area became more heavily dominated..by ethnic 
families. The Wescott Three-Dacker was b u i l t ca. 1892 as part of the major 
boom of three-decker construction in the neighborhood. The f i r s t owner was 
John Wescott, who in 1890 ran a grocery on Pleasant Street, and lived at 
45 Abbott Street. The Wescott family owned the building for the next two 
decades, as wellas neighboring 2 Mason Street and 75 West Street. By 1920, 
the owner was Daisy Hinkly, who also owned 2, 5, and 7 Mason Street. In 

' 1930, theowner was Mrs. E l l e n Mulcahy, a widow, who lived here, and who 
owned two other c i t y buildings and three building l o t s . E a r l i e s t known 
tenants (1892) were L.N. Vaughn, a spokemaker; William Irwin, a cutter; 
Wilbur Hobbs, a t e l l e r ; and George Davis, a machinist. Residents in 1910 
included Charles Macomber, a blacksmith; and Jessie Peabody, a driver. In 
1920, occupants included Otis Morse, a machine operator; L i l l i e LeClaire, 
a bookeeper; Harry Humes, a f i t t e r ; and Michael Grogan, a painter. Besides 
E l l e n Mulcahy, residents in 1930 included four other Mulcahys-; Daniel, a 
steam-fitter; Francis, a grocer; K. C e l i a , a teacher; and David, a chauffer. 
Three members of the Ryan family also lived here: Frank, a porter; Helen, a 
cashier; and May, a hairdresser. 
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Attest 

85. Woodford Street H i s t o r i c ; D i s t r i c t '̂~Keeper . p A c A f ^ - ^ , , _ ^ A ^ ^ ^ ^ f / ^ ^ 
Entered I n the P^ 
Sational Register Attest 

.y> 
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REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 
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CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 
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historic current 

DESCRIPTION 
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