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OWNER'S NAME:

First United Methodist Church
STREET AND NUMBER:

308 Tuskeena Street
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

^ The original structure consisted of a two-story building, with the 
nave on the second floor and the fellowship hall on the first floor. At 
a later date (probably around 1900) a one-room, one-story addition was 
made. In 1957, an educational wing was added which compliments the ori­ 
ginal design.

The roof of the original building was of hand-made wooden shingles, 
a substantial portion of which remains under the present tile roof?**

Recent renovations and restorations returned the building to its 
original character. The heavily pilastered Greek Revival exterior was 
cleaned but allowed to retain its aged character. Capitals of all pilas­ 
ters were returned to their original color. The Italianate wooden brack­ 
ets at the roof line were allowed to remain since they are a part of the 
original structure.

The interior was restored to its original character which served to 
emphasize the beauty of the Greek Revival plaster mouldings, trim and 
pilasters. The interior, over a period of time, had been altered to take 
on a dark Gothic appearance with dark wood trim, doors and wood panelling 
in the chancel area. The interior now is characterized with emphasis on 
lightness and detail. The wood flooring in the original building is as 
it existed. The brick flooring on the first floor foyer was restored.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wetumpka Methodist Church, with its heavily pilastered Greek 
Revival exterior design and suggestion of Italianate influence is archi­ 
tecturally unique for the period in which it was builtN According to the 
architect, T Q™ Qti fiP Q3r j the architectural values of exterior scale and 
interior detailing is of considerable significance.

The Methodist congregation was organized in Wetumpka in 1837 and 
occupied two buildings prior to the construction of the present one. In 
1851 it was decided that a new church was necessary and by 1853 plans 
were being made. The old building was subsequently moved to another loca­ 
tion and is presently being used as a residence.

The present building was completed in 1854. Following the architec­ 
tural tradition of early Methodism, straight back pews were used, with 
the men sitting on one side and the women on the other.

A place was provided in the nave for the slaves in the early days, 
but by choice, they worshipped in the first floor Fellowship Hall with 
their own minister leading the services. Until recent years, the first 
floor was also used as a polling place for the citizens of this area dur­ 
ing local and national elections.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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