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1. Town V/orcester 
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Nor th ^/orks Manufac tu r ing D i s t r i c t 
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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

D e s c r i p t i o n ; 

The North V/orks (also called the Grove Street Vi/orks) includes 
three groups of buildings and one small detached b u i l d i n g , b u i l t 
between 1863 and the early 1930s by the V/ashburn & Moen Manufacturing 
Company and i t s descendant f i r m , . The area occupies a trapezoidally-
shaped l o t bounded on the west by Grove Street, on the east by 
Prescott Street, on the north by a group of modern warehouses 
(occupying the s i t e of a V/ashburn & Moen barbed wird f a c t o r y ) and on 
the south by parking l o t s (occupying the s i t e of - a V/ashburn & Moen 
Annealing House), The property included i n t h i s survey corresponds 
to the area occupied by V/ashburn 6: Moen i n I870 when the largest 
portion of the complex had already been b u i l t . With the exception 
of an alviminum-clad shed and minor additions, a l l buildings of the 
North V/orks were b u i l t p r i o r to 19^3, the year i n which steel and 
wire-making ceased at t h i s s i t e . Structures included i n t h i s d i s t r i c t 
are numbered on the map (reverse side) and, i n rough chronolgical 
order, are: 

1, Cotton M i l l ; b u i l t 1863, f o u r t h storey added 1888-1892. The 
Cotton M i l l i s a four-storey b r i c k b u i l d i n g (50' x 61') w i t h a 
projecting s t a i r tower at i t s northwest corner. The building'^s 
exterior i s divided i n t o equal bays by b r i c k piers which r i s e to 
low arches above the thir d - s t o r e y v/indow; contained w i t h i n each 
bay i s one 12/12 vjindow at each storey. The building's added f o u r t h 
storey has evenly-spaced windows w i t h arched heads which serves as 
the base of a deep corbelled cornice. O r i g i n a l l y the Cotton K i l l ' s 
f o u r t h storey was enclosed by a concateely curved mansard roof ^^rith 
evenly spaced dormers. During the I860s, the Cotton M i l l produced 
cotton material to cover up to four tons of c r i n o l i n e wire d a i l y ; 
the demise of the hoop sk i r t * S popularity i n the i370s led to the 
conversion. Sf the Cotton M i l l fcfeoa V/ire M i l l . Additions connected 
to the southeast corner of the Cotton M i l l i n the I88O3 and 1890s 
(an Annealing House and b o i l e r room) have been removed i n the mid-
twentieth century. 

(contld.) 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 
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Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

7. 
Long M i l l - - b u i l t 1869, t h i r d storey added 1830, The Long M i l l i s 

. three-storey b r i c k b u i l d i n g of rectsmgular plan (196'10'' x 50'1«« 
2 . „ 

a three-storey b r i c k b u i l d i n g of rectangular plan (196'10'' x 50'1««) 
wit h a f l a t roof. The structure rests on a granite and bric k foundation 
w i t h basement windows p a r t i a l l y below grade l e v e l . The m i l l ' s Grove 
Street facade i s made up of i ^ l bys of equal size, each containing a 
single 12/12 window at each storey. V/alls of the m i l l are noticeably 
thicker at t h e i r bases and slope inward as they r i s e to the top of 
the second storey. Exterior decoration i s l i m i t e d to a corbelled 
cornice which rises from the window arches of t h i r d storey windov/s, and 
which i s i d e n t i c a l to the cornice of the Cotton M i l l ' s f o u r t h storey 
(Section 1). Although somewindows have been blocked i n and others' 
enlarge to create loading bays, the Long M i l l i s essentially i n t a c t . 

As o r i g i n a l l y b u i l t , the Long M i l l was tv;o and one-half stories high 
w i t h a low-pitched roof broken by a monitor extended the structure's 
entire length. In I88O, the present t h i r d storey was added, i t s 
cornice duplicating that v/hich o r i g i n a l l y vias b u i l t at the m i l l ' s 
second storey; at the same time, the o r i g i n a l pediment of the structure's 
north end was removed and replaced by the current f i e e w a l l . 

Unlabelled on the maps of I87O-I886, the Long M i l l 
served as a wire m i l l and as a machine shop, where 

i s l i k e l y to have 
i n January or 

February of 1870 a water whell was set up to aake use of water power 
from the canal (now covered) at the buildmng's north end. By the 
I89OS, atlases l a b e l l e d the Long M i l l as V\/ire M i l l #1. 

3. Annealing House #10--built I869. Annealing House #10 (name taken 
from 1596 Atlas of V/orcester) i s a one and one-half storey stone 
structure w i t h apitched roof and b r i c k trimmings (quoins and windov; 
surrounds). The Annealing House i s approximately 200' long, sfet 
irmediately east of and p a r a l l e l to the Long M i l l . Extending from 
the Annealing House's east w a l l are two wings (3-A on map); the southern 
of these two wings contains a one and one-half storey frame structure 
(with a wood and aliirainura e x t e r i o r and a low-pitched roof) attached to 
the ©outh V7all of a two-storey b r i c k structure w i t h a nearly f l a t 
roof. V/hile both of these structures incorporate parts of o r i g i n a l 
wings (containing a r o l l i n g m i l l , and b o i l e r room), extensive 
a l t e r a t i o n s obscure any sense of the o r i g i n a l appearance of t h i s 
iving. North of t h i s wing i s a modErri iron-frarae shed. At the time 
of i t s completion, the Annealing House was bounded on the north by 
the water-power canal from which the Long M i l l drew power. 

Evidence f o r the construction date of Annealing House #10 and i t s 
o r i g i n a l stone v/ings (removed) comes from references which note that 
the r o l l i n g m i l l i n t h i s b u i l d i n g was f i r s t put i n operation i n I869, 

(cont'd,) 

Stap l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bo t tom 
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Indicate each item on inventory form f̂̂ hidx is being continued below. 

i;* Machine Shop; b u i l t I869-I87O. The Machine Shop (name given on 
1886 Atlas of V/orcester) i s a four-storey b r i c k structure of rectangular 
plan w i t h a f l a t roof and undecorated e x t e r i o r * . The structure's 
north and east elevations are f u l l y exposed to "the Yard'' (an i n t e r i o r 
court created by the Grove Street and Prescott Street b u i l d i n g s ) , while 
i t s west end i s attached to the Long M i l l (Section 2 on map) and i t s 
south w a l l i s attached to the rear of the Main Building (Section 5 on 
map). 

I t i s l i k e l y that the Machine Shop was b u i l t at the same time as 
the Long M i l l , although atlases note i t as being s t r u c t u r a l l y separate; 
f u r t h e r , i t i s l i k e l y that the building's f o u r t h storey was added i n 
1880 at the same time as the top f l o o r of the Long M i l l , By 1 896, 
t h i s b u i l d i n g was marked "?lat V/ire Dept." on the Atlas of V/orcester. 

Main Building, b u i l t I870, mansard extended to create f u l l f o u r t h 
5r--ca. 1900, The Main Building i s a four-storey b r i c k b u i l d i n g 

5. 
f l o o r — c a . T90O, The Mam Building i s a rour-storey DricJi Puiiamg 
w i t h frontage of 165' on Grove Strefet, .Of symmetrical plan, the 
structure has a concave facade which i s dominated at i t s center by 
a p a v i l i o n which rises above the cornice, blanking t h i s p a v i l i o n 
on each side are f i v e bays of equal width and a narrow, s l i g h t l y 
p r o j e c t i n g p a v i l i o n at each end of the facade. The center p a v i l i o n 
contains a major entrance at i t s center (enlarge-20th century); the 
pavilion's second, t h i r d , and f o u r t h s t o r i e s have i d e n t i c a l 
f e n e s t r a t i o n , consisting of a double windrnx, set i n a single segmental 
arch flanked b;i each side by a single window set i n a segmental arch. 
This p a v i l i o n rises to a f l a t roof beneath which i s a bracketed 
wooden cornice and decorative g r i l l e s . End pavilions have a single 
window per storey, consisting of paired sash set i n an arched surround 
w i t h a granite s i l l , Fenestration of the main body of the facade 
consists of evenly space windows w i t h ornamental caps (1st and 2nd 
s t o r i e s ) and b r i c k heads (3rd and I|.th s t o r i e s ) . Above the f o u r t h 
storey.is a corbelled b r i c k cornice resembling that of the Cottnn 
M i l l ' s f o u r t h storey. 

Prior to a l t e r a t i o n , the Main Building was only three stories high, 
w i t h a f o u r t h storey located beneath a mansard roof w i t h regularly 
spaced dormers. End pavilions o r i g i n a l l y were four stories high, 
surmoxinted by straight-sided mansard roo f s . The c e n t r a l p a v i l i o n 
rose high above the b u i l d i n g , o r i g i n a l l y covered by a convexly curved 
mansard roof which rose to a l a n t e r n , which, i n t u r n , 
by a concavely curved mansard roof. These roofs were 
removed around I90O, presumably at the sajaa time that 
storey vms added. Although the roofs have been removed and the 
o r i g a i n l arched entry enlarged, the Main Building retains much of i t s 
o r i g i n a l monumentality, and decorative d e t a i l s ; i t s cental p a v i l i o n 
(containing granite placques bearing "V/ashburn d: Moen Manuf"'g. Co," 
"Established 183I" i n r e l i e f ) s t i l l forms the focus of the Groue Street 
facades and possesse^^ the most.,formal, f i n i s h e d design i n t h i s complex. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
(cont.'d). 

was surmounted 
apparently 
the f o u r t h 
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7. 
The Main 
construe 
coitaine 
carried 
Annealin 
i n 1869 
and cons 
company' 
Building 
Along i t 
the l a t e 

Building was the l a s t of the Grove Street buildings to be 
ted. Prior to i t s construction, the s i t e of the Main Building 
d a machine shop and engine room, where manufacturing was 
on during the construction of the Long M i l l (Section #2) and 
g House fri 0 (Section #3). Once the newer m i l l s were completed 
and early I87O, demolition of the older buildings took place 
t r u c t i o n began on the Main Building (planned to contain the 
s o f f i c e s and shipping department). At i t s rear, the Main 
follows a curved l i n e and drops i n height to three s t o r i e s , 
s east w a l l i s a two-storey b r i c k a d d i t i o i i , probably b u i l t i n 
I89OS. 

6. Gate V/ay--built I870. B u i l t to connect the facade of the e x i s t i n g 
Cotton M i l l (Section #1 ) to the then new Main Building, the Gate V/ay 
i s a four-storey b r i c k structure, approximately 30' fleep; i t s upper 
f l o o r s Besemble those of the Main Building, while i t s f i r s t storey i s 
f i l l e d by a large arch, containing two sets of panelled, wood gates 
(probably o r i g i n a l ) . 

7. 
and 

Annealing House #11^.— sections b u i l t ca, ̂ 1870, r e b u i l t l a t e nineteenth 
early tx^entieth centuries. Annealing H^use #1i|. (name given on 1896 

Atlas of V/orcester) i s a complex b r i c k structure approximately two 
fene s t r a t i o n . The Prescott Street facade 
of 32 bays of varying widths, r i s i n g from 
the center of t h i s elevation are a 
windows i n arched frames, perhaps dating 
northern 2/3 has an added monitor and 

-Stories high w i t h i r r e g u a l r 
of the structure i s made up 
a stone foundation; thov/ard 
group of evenly space 12/12 
from*1870. The structure's 
loading platforms. 

I t appears most l i k e l y that the Prescott Street facade mf t h i s 
j^tnutibtire c ontiins the f i r s t storey of an I870 m i l l . Based on c i t y 
atlases i t i s l i k e l y that t h i s o r i g i n a l structure was extended north­
westerly between 1878 and 1886 and that f u r t h e r minor additions and 
changes i n ths roof were carried out between 19I1 and 1922, bringing 
i n t to i t s present appearance. 

8, Quartermaster—built 1870(?), a l t e r e d ca, 1900 (? ) , Labelled 
Quartermaster on the 1896 Atlas of V/orcester, t h i s structure i s a 
two-storey b r i c k b u i l d i n g , w i t h a pitched Slate roof. The facade of 
the structure has evenly space windows, a l l r e t a i n i n g t h e i r o r i g i n a l 
metal f i r e - s h u t t e r s . Information regarding t h i s buildings o r i g i n i s 
confused, as atlases note a b u i l d i n g i n t h i s l ocation from I870 
forv/ard, but alternate i t s designation between that of H wood 
structure (1886), that of a b r i c k structure (I878) and that of a 
v/ood and b r i c k structure (I896). Early uses of the b u i l d i n g are 
unknown, i t i s believed to have been used i n the 20th century as a 
hospital f o r the A m ^ t ^ f ^ ^ t ^ g ^ j ^ M t ^ ' i P f S m ^ l F f t o t t o m 

~ ~ '• (cont.) 
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9, Machine Shop #23--built between 1878 and I886, Machine Shop #23 
(name given on ^ti96 Atlas) i s a three-storey b r i c k structure, set on 
a high basement of coursed granite rubble. The structure i s 
rectangular i n plan, w i t h an e l l on i t s west w a l l . The building's 
Prescott Street facade i s made up of 25 bays of equal size, each 
containing a single 12/12 windov; w i t h segmental arch head at each 
storey. The walls r i s e to a corbelled cornice and panelled parapet 
which conceals a f l a t roof. The building's south end i s covered 
w i t h aluminum sheathing where i t was formerly attached to Annealing 
House #6 (demolished). The building's e l l i s i d e n t i c a l i n design to 
the Prescott Street facade, except fo r the e l l ' s western end (Sections 
9A & 9B) which are two-storey b r i c k buildings b u i l t between 1886 and 
I896 and which are unlabelled on the 1896 Atla s . 

10, VJire M i l l 
Wire EITT 

#i|, b u i l t between 1897 and 1886 (possibly 1890s). 
IS a three-storey b r i c k b u i l d i n g , i d e n t i a c l i n design-

to Machine Shop #23 (Section ( ) , except that V/ire M i l l #ij. r i s e s from 
a b r i c k foundation. On i t s south, V/ire M i l l #L|. i s attached to Machine 
Shop ;#23, on i t s north to Annealing House #11^, I t i s l i k e l y that 
the structure's west end was added i n the l a t e 1890s, i n the same 
style as the f r o n t of the b u i l d i n g , although i t i s also possible that 
the whole b u i l d i n g was b u i l t between 1886 and I896, replacing an 
e a r l i e r structure of si m i l a r plan. The Prescott Street facade of 
V/ire M i l l #i| i s c u r r e n t l y connected to a b u i l d i n g on the opposite 
(east) side of Prescott Street by a two-storey corrugated metal 
bridge, extending from the center two bays of i t s t h i r d and f o u r t h 
s t o r i e s . 

11. Rolling M i l l #17, sections perhaps as early as 1870s, r e b u i l t 
1880s •? Rolling M i l l #17 i s a one and ore-half storey b r i c k structure, 
r i s i n g from a foundation of cotirsed rubble to a f l a t r oof. The 
building's facade contains 9 bays, the SGuthern seven of which each 
cont5.in single vjindows of triple-hung sash set i n an arched frame. 
The northerrjnost two bays have had t h e i r windows blocked. Above the 
f i r s t storey windov;s are double vents, each p a i r framed by a single 
arch; framing each bay are b r i c k piers which r i s e to b l i n d arches. 
I t i s mostlikely that t h i s structure i s the eastern p o r t i o n of Rolling 
M i l l #17 (name from 1896 A t l a s ) ; buildings of similar plan have 
occupied t h i s s i t e since I878, suggesting that part of thepresent 
structure may merely have been remodelled to i t s present appearance i n 
the 1 890s or early twentieth century. 

(cont.) 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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12. unnamed structure—1870s ( ? ) ; r e b u i l t 1890s (?) Unlabelled on 
the 1896 Atlas, t h i s two-storey b r i c k structtire was attached i n 
I896 to a b u i l d i n g l a b e l l e d "Gas 16" (demolished). The bui l d i n g has 
an "L" plan w i t h i r r e g u l a r fenestration on i t s major elevation (south), 
consisting of four semi-circular b l i n d arches framing four winodv;s 
with arched heads; windows at the second storey follov/ tha same 
arrangement, except f o r a b l i n d oculus at the east end of the facade, 
A garage door has been cut on the west elevation, above which are 
windows of the same type as the facade. The rear section of the 
b u i l d i n g i s of undecorated, u t i l i t a r i a n design. 

An 1870 photograph shows that the o r i g i n a l structure on t h i s s i t e 
(demolished) was a one-storey stone b u i l d i n g w i t h s i x bays (open 
arches) facing east and a monitor roof. The south elevation 
consisted of f i v e bays, each c o n t i i n l n g an open arch surmounted by an 
oculus. By 1882 a second storey had been added. Fenestration of 
t h i s upper f l o o r consisted of arched windows, o c u l i and a clerestory 
along the building's east w a l l . By 188, p r i n t s shov; that the present 
atructure had been completed, probably as an addition to the e a r l i e r 
structure, w i t h which i t s design was meant to ahrmonize. The o r i g i n a l 
use of t h i s b u i l d i n g i s unknown, although i t was attached to the 
western end of Rolling M i l l #17. 

13. 1916 Addition, b u i l t I 9 I 6 , This b r i c k addition i s located at the 
north end of the Grove Street facade, beginning 3' northwest of the 
Long M i l l . The southern 16 bays of the structtire are one-storey high 
w i t h a f l a t roof, the northern f i v e bays are one and one-half stories 
high, also w i t h a f l a t roof. Each bay of the f i r s t storey cont&ins 
one 12/12 v:indow set i n a segraentally arched frame. The upper h a l f -
storey of the building's northern bays contains four segmentally 
arched v;indows and one rectangular windovr. At the height of the 
f i r s t storey, a br i c k cornice extends around the b u i l d i n g . The 
building's southernmost three bays span the canal which supplied 
water povrer f o r the Long M i l l . Immediately east of t h i s structure's 
Grove Street facade i s a one and one-half storey b r i c k loading 
platform w i t h a f l a t roof broken by a monitor (Section I3A) to the 
rear of which i a a one and one-hal f storey b i i c k b u i l d i n g w i t h a 
pitched roof and monitor (section I3B). i^Xirther east i s a series of 
wood and ste e l frame sheds (Section 130) now covered by an aluminum 
sheathing, 

(cont,) 

Stap l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at bo t tom 
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7. Significance; 

Serving as the headquarters of the V/ashburn k Moen Manufacturing 
Company during the nineteenth century, the -:orth V/orks developed 
in t o one of V/orcester's largest i n d u s t r i a l complexes, as the firra 
grew to become the c i t y ' s largest industry. Major development of 
the NorthV'orks took place between I863 and I870, a period which saw 
the construction of the complex's imposing Grove Street facade 
(Sections 1, 2, $ Iz 6 on map). Although some of the Second-Empire 
style decorative d e t a i l i n g has been removed from the Main Building 
and an extra storey added to the structures, t h i s facade v;ith i t s 
c entral tox^fer and extreme length (over 500' ) s t i l l dominated the 
area as an imposing corporate symbol. Of more u t i l i t a r i a n design, 
the complex's Prescott Street facade forms a continuous band of 
brick f a c t o r i e s which provide the area w i t h visual evidence.of i t s 
nineteenth cehtury i n d u s t r i a l development. 

Origins of the V/ashburn £; Moen Manufacturing Company date back to 
1831 V7hen Ichabod V/ashburn and Benjamin Goddard, lead-pipe and 
machinery manufacturers, developed a wire-drawing process x^rhich 
could draw an iro n rod 15' through a die, i n one step, reducing the 
time then needed to make wire. By 1833» V/ashbtirn and Goddard's 
business had outgrown t h e i r m i l l at N o r t h v i l l e (Vi.-orcester) and 
arrangements v;ere made to lease land at "The Grove" (now Grove Street) 
and water r i g h t s fnom Stephen Salisbury I I . Salisbury provided 
materials and paid f o r labor to b u i l d V/ashburn a Goddard's f i r s t m i l l 
on the s i t e of the North V/orks i n 1834, 1335* V/ashburn bought 
Goddard's i n t e r e s t i n the North V/orks, granting to Goddard exclusive 
ownership of the N o r t h v i l l e m i l l . Operating independently and i n 
partnership (1835-1838, 18i|2-1 8ij.9) w i t h h is twin brother, Charles, 
Ichabod l/ashburn formed the I . V/ashburn and Moen V/ire V/orks i n 1850 
with his son-in-law, P h i l i p Moen. Also during t h i s early period, 
V/ashburn bought v/ater r i g h t s and land at Quinsigamond Vi l l a g e , 
V/orcester, when he established the Quinsigamond V/ire V/orks i n I8I4.6. 

The company's great period of expansion and invention began i n 18i|7 
when Ichabod V/ashburn becsxiE the f i r s t ^Imerican to make telegraph wire, 
In I8I4.9, V/ashburn developed the f i r s t successful American gauge to 
determine wire size, which was follov;ed, i n 1850, by V/ashburn's 
introduction of America's f i r s t contiriuous tempering process f o r wire. 
At the request of Boston piano-maker, Jonas Ghlckering, V/ashburn 
experinented v/ith making piano i-;ire and, i n 1851, became the f i r s t 
American to manufacture music wire. 

of hardening and 
music 

In 1857, V/ashburn's invention of a new process 
tempering v;ire continuously streamlined the production of music v/ire 
and also of c r i n o l i n e wire Vi/hich was used inc the manufacture of 
hoop s k i r t s . During the I860s, V/ashburn £: Moen becarae a raajor 
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producer of c r i n o l i n e v;ire, producing 1,500 tons annually. By the 
late I860s, new m i l l s were needed to raeet the grov/ing demand for 
the company's products. 

In February 1868, V/ashburn suffered a stroke, delaying plans for 
expansion and f o r c i n g the merger of his two companies ( I . V/ashburn 
a, Moen V/ire V/orks and the Quinsigamond V/ire V/orks) into the Vi/ashburn 
&: Moen Manufacturing Company, witih a c a p i t a l of $1,000,000. The nev; 
company's major shareholder, V/ashburn ovrned 2,907 of 10,000 authorized 
shares at the time of his death i n December of 1868, After V/ashburn's 
death, the company was run by a board of d i r e c t o r s , which voteS i n 
1869 to go ahead w i t h plans f o r expansion developed i n 1868, 
Construction began i n I869 and progressed i n stages u n t i l completion i n 
I870, 

I n s t a l l e d i n lone of the new buildings (perhaps a section of Arinealing 
House #10—Section 3 on map) i n 1869 was the nation's f i r s t continuous 
wire-rod r o l l i n g m i l l , invented by George Bedson and imported from 
England, U n t i l the introduction of Bessemer steel i n I876, t h i s 
r o l l i n g - m i l l performed poorly; a f t e r 1876, i t proved a success. 
Although the company's Quinsigamond plant would have been the l i k e l y 
place f o r t h i s r o l l i n g m i l l to have been i n s t a l l e d , i t was located at 
the North V/orks i n deference to the wishes of Ichabod V/ashburn, 

Washburn and Moen began to play an important r o l e i n the s e t t l i n g 
of the V/est i n I876 when automatic machinery f o r the making of barbed 
wire ^̂ ras constructed and patented i n conjunction with Isaac L, Ellwood 
of DeKalb, I l l i n o i s , The two companies acquired control of the 
underlying barbed wire patents from the inventors and began production; 
at onee demand f o r i t grew r a p i d l y . Although i n f r i n g i n g companies 
made e f f o r t s to prove that the holders of these patents aere not 
the o r i g i n a l inventors, the U.S. C i r c u i t Court f o r the Northern D i s t r i c t 
of I l l i n o i s sustained the patents i n I880, This gave V/ashbiirn and 
Moen and t h e i r associate I.L, Ellwood, control of the entire business. 
They then issued licenses to manufacture bairbed wire to most of 
the i n f r i n g i n g manufacturers. To protect themselves, V/ashburn and 
Moen purchased more than 250 other patents f o r barbed wire. The 
increase i n the company's business was extremely rapid a f t e r the 
intDoduction of barbed wire. 

In 1879 the company began production of wire n a i l s . Although wire 
n a i l s were l i t t l e knoxm i n t h i s country at the time, they were soon 
more widely used than cut n a i l s . By I889, the production of barbed 
wire and wire n a i l s alone both made.'Jjossible by the advent of 
Bessemer s t e e l , amounted to 275,000 tone a year, 

V/ith the increasing importance of e l e c t r i c i t y V/ashburn and Moen 
became one of the c h i e l producers of e l e c t r i c a l wire and cable. In 
188I|., the company became one of the country's f i r s t producers of 
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hard drai-m copper wire f o r telephone, e l e c t r i c l i g h t , and e l e c t r i c 
railv/ay use. In 1 89O, the manufacture of insulated wire was begun 
i n rented buildings on Union Street; tv;o years l a t e r , t h i s department 
was moved to Quinsigamond, In 189I, the f i r s t American-made e l e c t r i c a l 
cables were made by \/ashburn and Moen, (Today, the only e l e c t r i o a l 
cable produced by United States Steel, the descendant of V/ashburn and 
Moen, i s made i n V/orcester on the s i t e of the o l d Quinsigamond 
V/orks, and i s the only viiremaking d i v i s i o n of the company s t i l l 
remaining i n V^/orcester,) 

In 1891, the company began to expand outside of V/orcester, In order 
to meet the needs of its midv/est trade and to avoid the costs of 
shipping, the company built a plant at V/aukegan, Illinois, A few 
years later, in response to the grox^ring western market, the California 
V/ire V/orks at San Francisco was purchased for the manufacture of 
wire rope, especially for cable cars. s 

V/ashburn and Moen was absorbed i n 1899 by the American Steel and V/ire 
Corporation, which, i n ;turn. Has absorbed by United States Steel i n 
I 9 0 I , From that time on, the importance of the V/orcester branch 
gradually declined. One by one, large departments were transferred 
to western plants either f o r lack of necessary space or f o r economic 
reasons. However, remaining departments continued to introduce new 
branches of wire manufacture and to work at developing e n t i r e l y new 
industries such as the manufacture of r a i l bonds. L i t t l e by l i t M S , 
the manufacture of more cororaon products was transfel?jbed and 
the V/orcester plants became known as thesspecialty producing plants 
of the company. In 19ij.3, the i/orth V/orks v/as abandoaed i n favor 
of newer more modern f a c i l i t i e s at South Worcester (Quinsigamond). 

Although today the Grove Street buildings serve mainly commercial 
and small manufacturing uses, several are s t i l l used by a manufacturer 
of wire products. 

During the firm's raajor period of prosperity (ca. 1869-1920), i t 
encouraged v;idespread Swedish immigration to V/orcester, The f i r s t 
Swedish s e t t l e r s are believed to have come to V/orcester i n 1868, to 
work i n the V/ashburn and Moen V/ire M i l l s ; by I880 t h e i r numbers had 
increased to 5,000, r i s i n g to 30,000 i n I 9 I 5 . Unlike many other 
immigrant groups, who came to f l e e poverty or p o l i t i c a l oppression, 
many of the Swedish s e t t l e r s were lured by the prospect of wider 
opportvmities f o r the specialized s k i l l s v;hich they already possessed, 
p a r t i c u l a r l y v i i t h regard to i r o n and steel making. These circumstances 
are r e f l e c t e d i n employment s t a t i s t i c s f o r the United States Steel 
Company's V/orcester plants (formerly V/ashburn & Moen) where t h largest 
single group of employees were Swedish; of the firm's 6,000 employees 
i n 1915, nearly 1,300 were Swedes (i n a d d i t i o n to which another 850 
employees were of Scandinavian background^. This connection brought 
about the establishment of tv/o of the c i t y ' s largest Swedish neighborhoods 
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at Quinsigamond Vi l l age and at Belmont H i l l , near the company's two 
p lan t s . Although Swedish immigration to V/orcester has ceased, the 
inf luence of t h i s immigration i s s t i l l f e l t i n the c i t y ' s r e s i d e n t i a l 
patterns and soc ia l organizat ions . 
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Property L i s t 

Assessor's Data Property 

1 . Cotton M i l l 

2, Long M i l l 

3, Annealing Huuse 
#10 

3A Attached b u i l d i n g 

33 Attached b u i l d i n g 

ManBine.^Bhpp 
5. Main Building 
6. Gate V/ay 

7. Annealing House 
#1ij. 

8, Quartermaster 
11 . Rolling M i l l #1 7 

Present Ovmer 

Assessor's Book 9, p. 32B A (5c J Realty Co. 
Lot 1—25,028 sq. f t . 

Book 9, p. 32B 
Lot 3—27,803 sq. f t . 

Book 9, p. 323 
Lot ij.—37,386 sq. f t . 

Eook 9, p. 32A 
Lot 1^^1—12,870 sq. f t . 

Book 9, p. 32A 
Lot ii.--19,581 sq. f t . 

Book 9, p. 32B 
Lot A--35,961 sq. f t . 

Book 9, p. 32B 
Lot ^.6--^.0,3^6 sc. f t . 

Book 9, p. 32A 
Lot A--51,381 sq. f t . 

9. Machine Shop #23 Book 9, p. 32E 
9A. attached b u i l d i n g Lot 1—32,522 sq. f t . 
9E. attached b u i l d i n g Lot 2—i;,I|.9l sq. f t . 
10. V/ire M i l l #7 

12. unnamed structure Book 9, p. 32A 
Lot 3—6,460 sq. f t . 

13. 1916 addition 
I3A. rear of 1 9I 6 

addition 

Book 9, p. 32A 
Lot 1—20,041 sq. f t . 

90 Grove St. 
Worcester, Mass. 01 605 

Peter A. Consiglio, Sr. 
Peter A. Consiglio, Jr. 
85 Prescott St. 
V/orcester, Mass. 01 605 

Shrevjsburjr Realty Co., Inc 
91 Prescott St. 
V/orcester, Mass. 01 605 

same 

sarae 

James M. & Pa t r i c i a Alex 
100 Grove Street 
Worcester, Mass. 01 605 

Prescott Realty Co., Inc. 
89 Prescott St. 
V/orcester, Mass. 01 605 

Carleton L Louis Realty 
Corp, 

91-99 Prescott St. 
V/orcester, Mass, 01605 

Parker Realty Corp, 
85 Prescott St, 
V/orcester, Mass. 01 605 

Margaret J, Hammill 
91 Prescott St. 
V/orcester, Mass, 01 605 

Harold Friedman 
Spring Valley Rd, 

V'/orcester, Mass. 01609 
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7 . P roper ty L i s t , c o n t . 

I 3 B . r ea r o f 1 9I 6 
a d d i t i o n 

13C. r e a r o f 19I 6 
a d d i t i o n 

Book 9, p . 32A 
Lot 2—2,81^.6 sq . f t , 

Book 9, P.32A 
Lot B--35,157 s q . f t , 

G. E v e r e t t Lamoureaux 
112 Grove S t , 
Worcester , Mass. 01605 

same 
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