
FORM A - AREA SURVEY 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

Form numbers in this area Area no. 

Mid Cambridge I.H. 

1. Town Cambridge 

Name of area (if anŷ  K i r k l a n d Place 

N a t i o n a l Regis ter D i s t r i c t 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5'^ 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 2i\ 

" —2.7 

3. General date or period 1839 1857 

4. Is area uniform (explain): 

in style*? ^ ° ' ^ o f mid-nineteenth 
• ceiiLUi'y mylBi='. ~ 

in condition? yes , p;ood t o exce l l en t 

in type of ownership? yes ^ p r i v a t e  

in use ? yps , ^11 reRT dpnt i aT 

'J M. iiCLXii^p' It'' -• ̂ —L • g ~ 

D i V ' N i T Y 

•^0^ ^ ̂  mo 
DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

6. Recordeji by j . B u n t i n g / K. Rettig; 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comi 

Date I96V1968 

(over) 

5M-5-73-075074 



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

K i r k l a n d Place i s the most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
s t r e e t i n the Shady H i l l area of Mid-Cambridge. This short c u l -
de-sac l a i d out i n 1854 contains seven houses, s i x of which are 
f i n e examples o f mid-nineteenth century a r c h i t e c t u r e completed by 
1857. 

The e a r l i e s t , 14 K i r k l a n d Place, was erected by John VJare i n 
1839 f o r h i s daughters, but i t was the subsequent owner, Isaac C u t l e r , 
a l o c a l b u i l d e r , who es t a b l i s h e d the character of K i r k l a n d Place by 
b u i l d i n g a d d i t i o n a l houses i n the 1850s. I s o l a t e d from K i r k l a n d 
S t r e e t , K i r k l a n d Place has remained i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n and i s 
now the only i n t a c t enclave of houses s u r v i v i n g from "Professors' Row." 

1. Ware House (1839), 14 K i r k l a n d Place, a r c h i t e c t unknown 

The Ware house i s the e a r l i e s t K i r k l a n d Place residence, b u i l t 
i n 1839 by John VJare f o r h i s daughters. I t was moved back on 
the l o t i n 1855-56 to make room f o r Isaac Cutler's houses. 

2. John M e r r i l l House (1855), 9 K i r k l a n d Place, Isaac C u t l e r , 
b u i l d e r 

This t y p i c a l 1850's center-gable Bracketed house was b u i l t f o r 
John M e r r i l l , a Boston r e a l estate broker. 

3.. Loring-Pierce House (1856), 4 K i r k l a n d Place, Henry Greenough,  
a r c h i t e c t 

B u i l t i n 1856, 4 K i r k l a n d Place i s important as one of a r c h i t e c t 
Heny Greenough' s e a r l y Miansard Houses and one of the e a r l i e s t 
examples of t h i s s t y l e i n the Boston area. Henry Greenough was 
an a r t i s t i c amateur and d i l l e t t a n t e , a member of the d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
f a m i l y t h a t included s c u l p t o r s Horatio and Richard S a l t o n s t a l l 
Greenough. His t r i p s abroad l e n t a s o p h i s t i c a t i o n t o h i s work, 
unusual i n Cambridge i n the mid-nineteenth century. The Loring-
Piece House i s one of only f o u r Greenough Mansard houses which 
are s t i l l standing. Among the e a r l y owners of t h i s houses 
were Judge Edward Loring and mathematician Benjamin Pierce. 

cont inued 
8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 

early maps, etc. 
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1; INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

' » MASSAOlUSErrS HISTORICAL COMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Bostwi 

page 2 

Community: 
Mid Cambridge MC 

Form No: 
I . 4 

Property Name: Kirkland P I . N.R.D 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued belcw. 

4. Southworth Shaw House (1856) , 10 K i r k l a n d Place, Isaac C u t l e r , 
b u i l d e r 

This house was the residence of Southworth Shaw, a Boston business­

man . 

5. Isaac C u t l e r House (1857), 12 K i r k l a n d Place, Isaac Cutler,, 
b u i l d e r 

6. George C u t l e r House (1857) , 13 K i r k l a n d Place, Isaac C u t l e r ,  
b u i l d e r 

A Bracketed I t a l i a n a t e center -gable house o f the 1850 's ; 
the residence o f George C u t l e r , a l o c a l ca rpente r . 

' 7 . Louise Green House (1921) , 11 K i r k l a n d Place , Ernest Seaverns,  
b u i l d e r 

This red b r i c k res idence , which f i t s no s p e c i f i c s t y l i s t i c 
ca tegory , i s the only house b u i l t on K i r k l a n d Place a f t e r 1857. 

The K i r k l a n d Place N a t i o n a l Regis te r D i s t r i c t includes a l l eatant 
houses on K i r k l a n d Place, a shor t cul-de-sac p l a t t e d i n 1854 (see_ 
Cambridge Community Development P. D. Quad Maps 9 5 1 0 ) . The d i s t r i c t 
represents a significant and distinguishable grouping of raid-nineteenth century houses 
and so meets c r i te r ion C. 

-END-

Staple to Inventory form at bott cm 
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NATIONAL R E G I S T E R OF HISTORIC P L A C E S v S i ^ f t S ^ T s S ^ ^ ^ 

EVALUAtlON / RETURN SHEET 

/^^V Working No. //~ ^f^~cF^-'^<f<i ^ 
- Stat*, ^ftuHty /^oc'^/£^a,t-^ F*d. Reg. Dat-» 

F«d«rai Agancy: Data Dua 
Action: ACCEPT. 

^ :< rasubmission RETURN 
\ \ nomination by parson or local govarnmant ^ REJECT. 

ownar objaction phot08,-X_ 
^ Jippaal maps 
% 

Substantiva Raviaw: „ sampla raquest , appeal —l^KR decision 

I 
in < Reviewer's commants 
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aae continuation shaet 

•Nomination raturnad for: technical corrections cited below 
substantiva reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

7. Description 

CNi 

summary paragraph 
complatanass 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary salaction 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragraph 
completaness 
clar i ty 
Applicable c r i te r ia 
Justi f icat ion of areas 

checlced 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integri ty 

to significance 
jus t i f ica t ion of exception 
other 

9 , Major Bib l iographica l R e f e r e n c e s 

10 . O e o g r a p h i c a l Data 

11 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H is tor ic Preserva t ion Off icer Cert i f icat ion 

13 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

D 
Questions concerning th is nomination may be directed to 

Signed n«f« ^ ' / d ' ^ ^ Phone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Itam may be continued on an attached sheet 
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FORM A - .AREA 

APR 4 1986 

MAY I 9 1986 

MASSACHUSHTS HISTORICAL CC^MISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA. 02108 

Form numbers in this area Area letter 

Kid-Cambridge r.:. c. 

Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staule to l e f t side o£ form 

Photo number 77-16 
77- 13 
78- 24 

Town 
Cambridge, Mass. 
C ambridge MRA 

Name of area ( i f any) K i r k l a n d Place 

H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

General date or period 1839-1957 

Sketch map. Draw a general map of the area indicating properties >.ithin i t . 
Number each prooerty fo r which individual uiventory forms have been completed. 
Label streets (including route numbers, i f any) and indicate nortn. lAtracn a 
separate sheet i f space here is not su f f i c i en t ) 

SEE ATTACHED MAP 

USGS Quad: Boston North 

2.424 acres 

UTK • s A-19/326010/4693810 
B-19/326040/4693640 
c-19/326000/4693640 
D-19/325940/4693660 
E-19/325920/4693640 
F-19/325900/4593760 
G-19/325940/4093760 

Recorded bv B.Bunt ing/R. Re t t i i i . / 
r . .-iiaumo 

Orsaniration Canbridge H i s t o r i c ^ ] 

Date 1QO4/1Q68 '1Q?5 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



.ARQilTECTURAL SIGNIFICAMCE of area. (Describe physical sett ing, general character, 
and architecturally s ignif icant structures). 

K i r k l a n d Place i s the most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d s t r e e t 
i n the Shady H i l l area o f Mid-Cambridge. This short cul-de-sac 
contains seven houses, s i x o f which are f i n e examples o f mid-n ine teenth 
century a r c h i t e c t u r e completed by 1857• I n s u l a t e d from the busy 
thoroughfare o f K i r k l a n d S t . by W i l l i a m James H a l l and an ea r ly t w e n t i e t h -
century apartment b u i l d i n g at 37-41 K i r k l a n d S t . , K i r k l a n d Place has 
re ta ined i t s s i g n i f i c a n c e and i n t e g r i t y as a grouping o f mid-n ine teenth 
century r e s i d e n t u a l a r c h i t e c t u r e , and so meets c r i t e r i o n C. 

Perhaps the f i n e s t house on K i r k l a n d Place i s number 4, the L o r i r i g -
Pierce House, an e a r l y example o f the Mansard s t y l e , designed by Henry 
Greenough i n 1856, and the on ly s u r v i v o r o f f o u r mansard roofed houses 
knov.n to have been designed by Greenough i n Camibridge.^ 

Although Greenough rece ived no fo rma l a r c h i t e c t u r a l t r a i n i n g , he 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE of area. (Explain development of area, what caused i t , Continued 
and how i t affected community; be spec i f ic ) . 

K i r k l a n d Place was l a i d out i n 1855 by l o c a l a r c h i t e c t / b u i l d e r , 
Isaac C u t l e r , who designed f o u r o f the houses on the s t r e e t : numbers 
9 (1855) , 10 (1856) , 12 (1857) and 13 (1857) , a l l v a r i a n t s p f the 
Bracketed I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e . I n 1855 the Ware house, b u i l t m 1839 
by John Ware ( a r c h i t e c t unknown) f o r h i s th ree daughters, and now 
loca ted at l 4 K i r k l a n d Place, was moved to the back o f i t s l o t by 
then owner, Isaac C u t l e r , t o make room f o r these f o u r houses. 

Although K i r k l a n d Place i s g e n e r a l l y considered to be pa r t 
o f P ro fes so r s ' Row, most of . the e a r l y owners do not appear t o have 
been connected w i t h Harva rd . Of the f o u r houses designed by C u t l e r , 
nuFiber 9 was b u i l t f o r John M e r r i l l , a Boston r e a l estate broker , 
number 10 f o r Southworth Shaw a Boston businessman and number 13 f o r 
George C u t l e r , a l o c a l ca rpente r . C u t l e r h i m s e l f ov/ned 12 K i r k l a n d 
Place wh i l e never r e s i d i n g t h e r e . E a r l y owners o f the Lor ing-P ie rce 
House at 4 K i r k l a n d Place inc luded Judge Edward Lor ing and Professor 
Benjamin Pierce (mathemat ics) . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY' and/or REFERENCES 

SEE ATTACHED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

lM-6/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAOiUSETTS HISTORICAL CO-MISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Bostcn 

Community: 

Cambridge Mass. 
Camhridse MRA 

Form No: 

M.C. 1.4 

Property Name: K i r k l a n d Place 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued belcw. 
A r c h i t e c t u r a l S i g n i f i c a n c e c o n ' t . 

belonged to a d i s t i n g u i s h e d f a m i l y t h a t inc luded scu lp to r s Hora t io 
and Richard S a l t o n s t a l l Greenough, and h i s t r i p s abroad l e n t a 
s o r ) h i s t i c a t i o n to h i s work, unusual i n Cambridge i n the mid-nineteenth 
century . His designs were done almost e x c l u s i v e l y f o r h i s r e l a t i ves_ 
and f r i e n d s , and whi l e he employed the I t a l i a n a t e , Gothic and Pa l l ad ian 
s t y l e s , he i s best known f o r h i s mansards which were among the e a r l i e s t 
Greater Boston examples o f t h i s s t y l e . 

The Lor ing -P ie r ce House has the square and symmetrical p ropor t ions 
and low mansard t y p i c a l o f the e a r l y phase o f t h i s s t y l e , but w i t h 
unusual ref inement o f scale and d e t a i l . I t s m a t e r i a l i s o f b r i c k 
w i t h a l i g h t l y stuccoed or sanded surface t h a t i s nea r ly worn away. 
I n 1908, the house was moved back s l i g h t l y and turned so i t faced 
a secluded t e r r aced garden, one f u l l house l o t i n s i z e . By t u r n i n g 
i t s back on K i r k l a n d S t . , i t d e f i n e s K i r k l a n d Place as a wor ld apar t . 

The Louise Green House at 11 K i r k l a n d Place, designed i n 1921 by 
Ernest Seav«=rns, i s^ tne on ly b u i l d i n g on K i r k l a n d Place const ructed a f t e r 
1857. I t s smal l s ize and generous set-back keep t h i s b r i c k house from 
being i n t r u s i v e . 

Staple to Inven to ry form at botton. 



INVENTORY hURM LUIN liiNUAl lulN aticci 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Bostcn 

Ccnnumty: Form No: 
Cambridge Mass. M.C. Cambridge Mass. 

I 4 
Camhridnp MR A 

I 4 

Property Name: K i r k l a n d Place 

Indicate each item on inventory form whida is being continued below. 

C r i t e r i a For Eva lua t i on 

K i r k l a n d Place i s an enclave o f mid-n ine teenth century r e s i d e n t i a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r e t h a t possesses i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship and f e e l i n g and m e e t s ' C r i t e r i o n C of the National-
Regis ter o f H i s t o r i c Places. The K i r k l a n d Place Na t iona l Register 
D i s t r i c t was found t o be s i g n i f i c a n t under the theme o f mid-nineteenth 
century r e s i d e n t i a l a r c h i t e c t u r e , as proposed by Dr. Cynthia Zaitzevsky 
to the Review Committee f o r the Study o f A r c h i t e c t u r e o f Harvard U n i ­
v e r s i t y and i t s Environs i n Cambridge. 

There are on ly seven houses on K i r k l a n d Place. Four of them are 
Bracketed I t a l i a n a t e i n s t y l e and were designed by l o c a l a r c h i t e c t / 
b u i l d e r , Isaac C u t l e r , who also p l a t t e d K i r k l a n d Place . The other 
three are d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e examples o f the Mansard and Greek Reviva l 
s t y l e s and a Neo-Georgian house a t number 11 (1921, E.R. Seaverns), 
which because o f i t s smal l s ize and generous setback, i s not i n t r u s i v e . 
K i r k l a n d Place i s a cul-de-sac t h a t mainta ins i t s q u i e t r e s i d e n t i a l 
q u a l i t y close t o Harvard U n i v e r s i t y . 

The boundaries o f the K i r k l a n d Place N a t i o n a l Regis ter D i s t r i c t 
were drawn to inc lude a l l ex t an t houses on K i r k l a n d Place, a shor t 
cul-de-sac p l a t t e d i n 1855. To the west and northwest are the i n s t i ­
t u t i o n a l complexes o f Harvard U n i v e r s i t y , w h i l e t o the eas t , the d i s t r i c t 
i s se t o f f f r om the l a t e n ine teen th century neighborhood o f Shady H i l l . 
The busy ' thoroughfa re o f K i r k l a n d S t r e e t forms a man-made boundary to 
the south . 

S tap le to I n v e n t o r y form at bot tom 



TMVTNTORY FORM UJi^LLli: 

M^^SSAfl̂ ETTS HISTORIC C ^ ^ I ^ N 
Office of the Secretary. Bostcn 

Cambridge Mass. 1 M.C. 1 
[ 1 4 1 

Property Name: Kirkland PI . N . R . D I 

Indicate each item on inventoiy 
form whidi is being continued belcw. 

Bib l iography/References 

canbridge H i s t o r i c a l Compassion S ^ ^ 
i n Cambridge: V | l ^ _ ^ ^ ^ - s t _ C | ^ | i ^ 

voinT^P. I l l , cambridgeport (1971) , CamJDridge, MA 
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Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Soc i e ty , Proceedings (1906-Present) , Cambridge, MA. 
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Cambridge, 

Gillman, A. (ed.), Cambridge of Eighteen Hundred and Ninety-Six (1896), 
Cambridge, l^. 

Paige, L . R . , H i s t o r y o f Ca r t r i dge (1877) , Boston, MA.; Suoplem.ent 
(19 30) , Boston, MA. 

Rand, C , Cambridge, U.S.A. (1964), New York, NY. 

R e t t i g , R . B . , Guide to Cambridge A r c h i t e c t u r e (1969), Cambridge, ^lA. 

S t i l l m a n , 17.J. ( e d . ) . Poe t ic L o c a l i t i e s o f Camipridge (1876), 
Cambridge, I-IA. 

woods, R .A . , and Kennedy, A . J . (Warner, e d . ) . Zone o f Emergence 
(1962), Cambridge, MA. 
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1984), Canbridge, MA 

r i j e r 

S t ap l e t o I n v e n t o r v form at b o t t o a 



K i r k l a n d P lace N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r D i s t r i c t Ciunbridgc Mass., Cambridge MRA 

DisTuicr DA'iA siiiiirr 

MAI' # IIISiORlC NAMIi SlIUiliT ADDRl'SS IIAII- OF CONS TRUCrION STYI.l- C/NC 

145,29 L o r i n g - P i e r c e House 4 K i r k l a n d P I . 1856 MS C 

145,38 John M e r r i l l House 9 K i r k l a n d P I . 1855 B I C 

145,9 S o u t h w o r t h Shaw House 10 K i r k l a n d P I . 1856 B I C 

145,39 L o u i s e Green House 11 K i r k l a n d P I . 1921 none NC 

145,10 I s a a c C u t l e r House 12 K i r k l a n d P I . 1857 B I C 

145,45 George C u t l e r House 13 K i r k l a n d P I - 1857 B I C 

1 4 5 , 1 1 Ware House 14 K i r k l a n d P I . 1839 GR c 

GR=Greek Revival; BI=Bracketted I t a l i a n a t e ; MS=Mansard, 

** C=Contributing; NC=Non-Contributing. 
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EXP. 12/31/84 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

Nat iona l Register off H is tor ic Places 
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Continuation sheet Item numlier Page p- ' i - j - ' 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Mul t ip l e Resource Area 
State MA 

Nomination/Type of Review ' Date/Signature 

^ H./lcarfield Street Historic District Keeper /l*—!^ J /y^j 

Attest f)fa^/»/^ 

/ IZ, Harvard Street Historic District ^Keeper AyAj.Uc^ H • 4 ^ ^ ^ W 

Attest 

13. Kirkland Place Historic District /(Keeper ijiXlJ^ yUujy] f / ' f l ^ i , 

y 14. Maple Avenue Historic Di|trict^^^^^ ^^^^^^ Keeper ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ d ^ f ^ ^ 

Attest 

^ 15. City Hall Historic District ^Keeper ^hyA^o.^ ^ ^^^La ^ h. ^ .5, 

Attest 

/ 16. Ash Street Historic D i s t r i c t , / Vaar̂ a,̂  / < . , ' n ^ -> 
^ . ̂ .^Y^.^ ^ Keeper LVU.LLO^ /i-£^r^c^iu^. ,?.^, 

Attest 

^yr, Avon Hill Historic District ^ Keeper A ^ / ^ ^ ' J ^ -

Attest 
0 

y IB- Berkeley Street Historic District / v^^r^^.. • r /7 

Attest 

y 19. Cambridge Common Historic D i s t r i c t Kppopr v'^'jw ̂  S^.JJ'JJP / ^ - i ^ 5?» 
Substantiva Eeview 

Attest - }^IOMA 

y 20. Gold Coast Historic District Keeper ^ I•• i 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
( "R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Kirkland Place His tor ic D i s t r i c t (Cambridge MR/ijabstantive  
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS , . . ; -• 

Working No. 
APR 4 1986 

[ ^ r e 

Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: ^ / / f / S ^ ^ 
Action: t ^ ^ ^ C E P T S - / 9 " ' / f e 

resubmission 
n nomination by person or local government 
n owner objection 
CD appeal 

Substantive Review: d l sample 

.RETURN. 

. REJECT_ 
Federal Agency: 

• request n appeal CZl NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteri^ A d l ^ ^ f ^ 
Reviewer l'r^tJXrJ.\ ^L'v:t^^K^ 
Disnipline V]^fC^X'>^ 

Date Sj \cjl^/ 
see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes no 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

excellent 

d l good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

• unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (If known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
• dates 
• boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance /̂VJ one psragrap/j^ 

• summary paragraph 
• completeness ^ 
CU clarity 
CU applicable criteria ' ' 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal t>oundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps •'; 
CD Photographs ^ ' w 
CD Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed— Date Phone: 

G P O 91 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may tie continued on an attached sheet 
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DIVINITY AVE. (PRIVATE WAY) 

O I « M < T M A I L 

u M w a r r 

=Non-Contr ibut iny 
KIkKl.AND I'LALL I J . K . D . 

Cambridge Mass., Cambridge MRr 
O go 140 

Bdi jc : C i t y or CdiiiLi i d ^ e 
A s s e s s o r ' s P l a n s 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


