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CONDITION

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Exterior:\ This one-story house with truncated hipped roof was constructed
c. 1850 as a summer residence for the Jacob M. Dantzler family of Orange-
burg Ceunty. As originally built, the house was rectangular with identi-
cal side facades. The original cypress shingle roof has been covered with
galvanized metal. The house sits some seven feet abgye ground upon brick
pilings ‘with lattice framework between the supports. ®The northern (front)
facade has wooden steps leading to a piazza with flat roof supported by

six square paneled columns. Double front doors, which have glass upper
panels, are surrounded by rectangular transom and sidelights. Front
entrance is flanked on either side by two double-sash windows which, 1like
all other windows, have louvred shutters and pediment-shaped lintels.
Fastern facade is as originally built: eight windows with no projections.
Remodeling conducted between 1901 and 1908 included the addition of a
walk-in bay and rectangular projection from the western facade. Dentil
work under the flat roof projections and Victorian trim were also added at
this time. Renovations to the southern (rear) facade included the addition
of a small room with shed roof to the west of the rear porch. Rear roof
Tine is as originally built: two medium gables joined by a truncated hipped
section. There are four straddle-ridge corbeled brick chimneys symmetri-
cally located along the roof Tine.

Interior: A wide central hallway runs the length of the house and has
three rooms on either side. The hallway can be divided by large folding
doors located twenty feet from the front entrance. Doorways have archi-
trave molding and large transoms. Walls and ceiling of the hallway are
covered with narrow pine stripping. Carved wooden mantels, heart pine
flooring, and symmetrical molding and paneling around the windows accent
the interior view of the six rooms.

Surroundings: The Crutchfield House is located in the center of a five-
acre lot planted with many flowering shrubs and trees, including numerous
magnolias. Also located on the grounds are an old barn, several sheds,

a small visitors' cottage, and a large pigeon house of lattice-work con-
struction.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architectural Signifi cance:\The Crutchfield House is the oldest standing
residence in St. Matthews, a town whose history dates to pre-Revolutionary
times. \The integrity of house's simple yet functionally comfortable and
aesthetically attractive design has been adequately maintained over the
years. It is an excellent representative of Southern ante-bellum summer
house construction and has been admirably adapted as a permanent residence,
The present owner plans to turn the house over to the Calhoun County His-
torical Commission for use as a local museum.

Political and Military Significance: In 1852 Olin Miller Dantzler, son
of Jacob Dantzler, married and moved into this summer house as his perm-
anent residence. Though a planter by profession in the Orangeburg district
0Tlin Dantzler served his state and country both politically and militarily|
He was a member of the South Carolina House of Representatives from 1852
until elected to the South Carolina Senate in 1858. With the tension
growing rapidly between North and South, 01in Dantzler tried to convince
his fellow legislators that peaceful compromise was better than military
confrontation. He offered compromise proposals and investigated their
status through correspondence with various political figures in Washington|
including his close friend, Cong. Lawrence M. Keitt, U. S. Representative
from the Orangeburg district, and Senator (later Secretary of State under
Lincoln) William H. Seward, one of the Senate committee of thirteen con-
stituted to consider means of composing the situation.

Though strongly opposed to the Civil War, he resigned himself to
its inevitability and received a leave of absence from his senatorial
duties to join the Confederate forces in 1861. He enlisted as a private
in the 20th South Carolina Volunteers. Later transferred to the 22nd
South Carolina Volunteers, he quickly moved up to the rank of lieutenant-
colonel by early 1864. He was promoted to brigadier-general later that
year, but on June 2, 1864, he fell at the Battle of Bermuda Hundred,
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8. Significance
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Agricultural Significance: Chalmers Davidson's The Last Foray, a study

of South Carolina planters who owned 100 slaves or more in 1860 and

an analysis of their role in the development of the state politically,

economincally and agriculturally, 1lists 01in M. Dantzler among this

select group of agrarians.
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