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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mount Holly Cemetery is an area equal to four city blocks of the City of
Little Rock. The cemetery fronts on Broadway Street, is bounded on the-
north by 11th Street, the south by 13th Street, and the west by Gaines
Street. The Broadway entrance is marked by an imposing structure of

stone and iron, and the four block square area is enclosed in a stone and
iron fence which dates from 1881. The cemetery has a park-like appearance,
generously shaded with tall and stately trees. Many of these trees are so
old as to have trunk diameters in excess of 30 inches. Beebe Avenue,
which extends through the cemetery from the east entrance to the rear
fence on the west side, is broad and attractive. Beebe Avenue is inter-
sected at right angles by 16 lanes running north and south. These lanes
are named after trees and flowers. Family and individual grave plots
front upon these lanes.

This cemetery is quaint, imposing, and inspiring. |t provides ex-
amples of 126 years of funerary sculptures which range from the simple,
traditional, chiseled stones of the middle 19th century to the ornate
and grandiose monuments of the 1880-1890 period.

Since the cemetery stands on the four city blocks which were origin-
ally donated, and has not expanded beyond those limits, the land itself
must appear much the same today as it did in 1843.

Mount Holly cemetery is still an active cemetery. Despite the fact
that it has been in existence for over 126 years, there are still burial
plots available and there are several burials a year.

There are no restrictive covenants applicable to the cemetery, and
over the years persons of all races, creeds, and colors have been buried
here.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

|f ever a cemetery was significant in the history of a state and a
city, Mount Holly is that cemetery. While it was not the first public
burying ground in the city, it was established less than seven years
after Arkansas became a state. Thus, its history is very closely tied
to that of the State of Arkansas and the City of Little Rock.

In 1839 the town council of the town of Little Rock began to
realize the need for a larger and more adequate cemetery. Albert
Pike seems to have been the instigator of the effort to establish a
large cemetery. On February 23, 1843, Chester Ashley and Roswell
Beebe were asked to donate the land. They gave four blocks which were
to be used for burial purposes only. There is a provision in the deeds
whereby the land returns to the original owners if, at any time, it is
used for any purpose other than a cemetery.

The first lots were sold at a public sale in May of 1843, and
were bought for $5 each. The price was raised to $7.50 in 1844,
to $10 in 1850, and $50 in 1886. The first burial in Mount Holly was
that of William Cummins in 1843. i

By the beginning of the 20th century the older portions of the
cemetery were beginning to display evidence of neglect and deterioration.
In many cases there were no descendants of the early interees left to
care for the burial plots. On June 9, 1914, there was a meeting of
36 women who were interested and concerned over the condition of Mount
Holly. This was the nucleus of the Mount Holly Cemetery Association.
The Little Rock City Council was happy to work with these civic minded
women and in June of 1915 adopted an ordinance for the maintenance of
Mount Holly which formally recognized the cooperative effort between
this private civic organization and the city. The constitution and
by-laws of the Mount Holly Cemetery Association were adopted/June 21,
1915, and the association was incorporated July 20,/1915. sThis
organization has maintained and improved this his é?lcfceﬁeégfy f'rom
that date until the present. / <6 ﬁf? =
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Hastings House,

American Guide Series, Arkansas, A Guide to the State, New York:

Arkansas Gazette, February 23,1843; March 7,1843; December 5, 1937,
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8. SIGNIFICANCE, CONT'D

Mount Holly Cemetery has been called the "Westminster Abbey of
Arkansas." In it are buried 10 former Arkansas Governors, 3 United
States Senators, 12 Arkansas Supremer Court Justices, 20 Mayors of the
City of Little Rock, and 5 Confederate generals. Private individuals
who contributed to the making of Arkansas and its history are also
buried here. Some of them are: William E. Woodruff, founder of the
Arkansas Gazette; David 0. Dodd, boy martyr of the Confederacy, executed
as a spy at age 17; Sandford Faulkner, who originated the "Arkansas
Traveler'; Cephas Washburn, missionary to the [ndians, who preached the
: first sermon in Little Rock, and John Gould Fletcher, winner of the
3 Pulitzer Prize for poetry.

(See also appended list of notables buried in Mount Holly)
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COMMON:: Mount Hn]]y Cnmp+9ry

AND/OR HISTORIC:
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12th Street and Broadway A i
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SOURCE:

U.S.G.S. 7' Quadrangle, "Little Rock"

scaie: 1324000

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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GOVERNORS OF ARKANSAS

22- Geor e |ZARD (Territorial) also Ma| _Gen. War
1812

24- Wllllam S. FULTON (Terrltorlalj also u. S / e
Senator p

|1-Thomas J. CHURCHILL M -

31-Elias N. CONWAY Bor 2\

33-Henry M. RECTOR, also State Suprém;'Cvurt
Justice NNy ;\

55-William R. MILLER f oV B \ve

60-James P. EAGLE \"/ kca S

61-Jeff DAVIS, also U.S. Senator e

63-Simon P, HUGHES, also State Supreiie Court .
Justice S
aﬁd

4-Augustus H. GARLAND, also U & \SenanF
Attorney General of the Unlted Sta*b

J

e

ARKANSAS SUPREME COl T JUSTICES
(

47-Daniel RINGO, First Chief Jus rde/
26-Thomas JOHNSON Chief Justice
21 -George C. WATK]NS Chief Justlce
62-Elbert H. ENGL|SH, Chief Justice
22-Sterling R. COCKRILL, Chief Justice
33-William Wallace WILSHIRE, Chief Justice
12-Benjamin JOHNSON, Associate Justice
(Territorial)
31-William CONWAY, Associate Justice
41-John J. CLENDENIN, Associate Justice
73-William Wright SMITH, Associate Justice
31-Wilson E. HEMINGWAY, Associate Justice
59-B. B. BATTLE, Associate Justice

UNITED STATES SENATORS

|2-Ambrose H. SEVIER
|2-Robert W. JOHNSO
22-Chester ASHLEY,

also Minister to Mexico

one of donors of Mt. Holly

CONFEDERATE GENERALS

Thomas J. CHURCHILL

James Fleming FAGAN

84-Brig. Gen. Allison NELSON

77-Brig. Gen. Albert RUST, grave not located

21-Brig. Gen. John Edward MURRAY, who was killed
at Battle of Atlanta before his homination
was confirmed

Gen.
Gen.

I1-Maj.
54-Maj.

COUNTIES NAMED FOR MEN BURIED IN MT. HOLLY
4-GARLAND, Augustus H.

12-SEVIER, Ambrose H.

22-1ZARD, George

22-ASHLEY, Chester

24-FULTON, William Savin

25-WOODRUFF, William E.

36-FAULKNER, Sandferd C.

27-NEWTON, Thomas W.

OF MASONIC INTEREST

40-Masonic Plot

38-Family lot of Albert Pike

32-Fay Hempstead, Poet Laureate of Freemasonry

37-Samuel Calhoun Roane, organizer of first
Masonic Lodge in Ark. Territory in 1819,
designed the Seal of Arkansas Territory

also

OF GENERAL INTEREST

30-George G. WORTHEN, early banker
72-W. B. WORTHEN, early banker

17-Frederick W. TRAPNALL, attorney and Whig leader;
built Trapnall Hall(present Junior League Hdq.

50-Dr. Lorenzo GIBSON, member of legislature

STREET

TH

13

SOME EARLY NOTABLES BURIED

GAINES

s

IN MT. HOLLY
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73
74

WILLOW

AVENUE

4 39
40 37
38 36

32
33 28 a2
3l 30 29

26 25 24 23 22 2

WEST GRAND

20 19 ]

63

EAST GRAND

17 18 5 4. 13 2 "

JUNIPER

o
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ELM

MAPLE

8l

80

MAGNOLIA
3

LOCUST

Bi/E E“B E

SPRUCE

2
PINE

SEXTON'S

e

ENTRANGE
BROADWAY

STREET

o

MAYORS OF LITTLE ROCK

14-Dr. Matthew CUNNINGHAM, First Mayor
24-David FULTON
43-James PITCHER
7-Dr. John J. MCALMONT
9-John G. FLETCHER
16-John E. KNIGHT
22-William E. ASHLEY
23-Roswel | BEEBE, one of donors of Mt.
34-Dr. R. L. DODGE
42-John WASSELL, finishing contractor for old
Statehouse

Hol ly

46-Gordon PEAY
48-Lambert J. REARDON
49-Thomas D. MERRICK
51-Jesse BROWN

78-Eli COLBY

9-Andrew J. HUTT
. . H. WEBB

82-). G. BOTSFORD
85-J. A. WOODSON
64-Charles BERTRAND

STREET

TH

OF GENERAL INTEREST

76-Col. James MITCHELL,
and Democrat

CSA. Editor of both Gazette

56-Samue! ADAMS, President of the Senate;
Governor

acting

75 Group of stones moved from old cemetery at
5th and Gaines

25-William E, WOODRUFF,

founder of the Arkansas
Gazette

I1-Dr. Isaac FOLSOM, founder of first City

Hospital
’

8-David 0. DODD, Boy Martyr of Confederacy,
executed at age |7 as spy

36-Sandford FAULKNER,
Traveler”

who originated ”“The Arkansas

71-Edward Payson WASHBURN, who paintea “The
Arkansas Traveler”

71-Cephus WASHBURN, Missionary to Indians, who
preached the first sermon in Little Rock-1820

70-Charles Fenton Mercer NOLAND, who carried
Statehood Constitution to Washington for
ratification, in 1836; "Pete Whetstone”

39-Quatie, Indian wife of Cherokee Chief,
John Ross; died 1839

80-Edward N. WEIGEL, who discovered bauxite in
Arkansas, 1887

14-Eliza Bertrand CUNNINGHAM, first white woman
resident, and her son

14-Chester CUNNINGHAM, the first white child
born in Little Rock ™ .

21-1saac WATKINS, in whose home the first Baptist
hurch was organized, 4

26-John H. CREASE,
Church

57-State Plot for Members of Legislature who
died during session

founder of Christ Episcopal

5-Maj. J. L.
Society in

PALMER, founder of first Temperance
Arkansas

9-John Gould FLETCHER, winner of Pulitzer Prize
for poetry

18-Rev. Thomas R. WELCH, founder first Presbyterian
Church in Arkansas

2-Dr. Weldon Edwards WRIGHT, financed Brooks
Baxter War

6-Brig. Gen. James Ancil SHIPTON,USA, organized
anti-aircraft and trench mortar schools

3-George R. MANN, architect State Capitol
Building

10-Absolom FOWLER, attorney

27-Thomas W. NEWTON, U.S. House of Representatives,
only Whig ever elected from Arkansas

|2-Richard Henry JOHNSON, editor Ark. True Democrat

| 2-Robert Ward JOHNSON, U.S. House of Represent-
atives, CSA Senate

17-Rev. Joshua Fry GREEN, Presbyterian leader

21-Maria WATKINS, second white woman resident of
Little Rock

28-Samuel M. WEAVER, Secretary of State of Ark.

28-Lt. Omer WEAVER, first Little Rock man killed
Civil War, August 10, 186!-Battle of Oak Hill

n



Mount Holly Cemetery is owned
by the City of Little Rock, the
four-square block area having
been donated for that purpose
Iin 1843 by Chester Ashley and
Roswel |l Beebe.

The oldest birthdate is of
Peter LeFevre, born in Canada
in 1750, died In 1820. The
first Interment is of William
Cummins In April, [843.

In many Instances there are
now no living direct descend~
ants of persons burlied here:
therefore the care of a number
of graves has become the respon~
sibility of the general public.
The City levies a small tax on
each lot, and these funds, a~
long with the dues of members

of the Mount Holly Cemetery
Assocliation and memorlials, are
used to maintain the cemetery.
The affalrs of Mt. Holly are
administered by a group of
ladies, organized for that pur-
pose In 1915, who work voluntar~
ily to malintain this historic
shrine. Iinterest on "“Perpetual
Care” funds, which are In a
trusteeshlip set up by the Assoc~-
latlon, Is used to malntain the
lots of those who have bought
perpetual care.



BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MOUNT HOLLY CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

Mrs. William Moore Clark
Mrs. J.H. Cottrell

Mrs. John Egan

Mrs. Robert M. Eubanks, Jr.
Miss Bobbie Forster

Mrs. Frederick Heiskell
Mrs. Henry Hol lenberg
Mrs. J. Clyde Lewis

Mrs. Robert D. Lowry

Mrs. Somers Matthews

Miss Marcella Penzel

Mrs. George Rose Smith
Mrs. William L. Terry
Mrs. Gus Walton

Mrs. Robert Watson

Mrs. Albert E. White

Mrs. J. Gaston Williamson
Mrs. C.S. Woodward

Mrs. Booker Worthen
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BELL HOUSE TOWER

Contributions and memorials will be welcomed, and should
be mailed to the Treasurer, 3! Edgehill Rd., Little Rock.
Memorial gifts are deductible



