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Dis t r i c t 3. • 

Lawrence (^ad, 1:25000'» 
A: 19/322700/4721640 
B: 19/322690/4721300 
C: 19/322600/4721270 
F: 19/323250/4721320 
G: 19/323240/4721560 

IViliiiiiigton Quad, 1:25000 
D: 19/322660/4721080 
E: 19/322790/4721080 

d bv 
O <̂  -

Organization 

V. Frontiero 

Date 

; .M-i-73-075074 

(over) Ballardvale 
/\jjprox. 46 acres, 9D properties 



7. Historical data. Explain tiie historical/architectural importance of this area. 

e:".tar-.t, t'r.c- .::rea alao retains nuch of the intangibl': charaiitcr v.-h_;h di.-;tin--.:,: .rh r 
i t t:>2 r<:rt of hno^ovcr. The description i n tn lEZ ' ciar;, hi:.:. c:.-..„-.l' 
aeriles Ballardvale: " I l r s . S. pointed at tho r:,-d i r o n bridge, f.vi t-,.-.̂  l - r . r c " : : i : i * , " 

b e a u t i f u l l y located v i l l a g e i n the valley and as v;e stepped o f f the t r a i n I v.-aî  L: .-
nressed not only \ ; i t h the natural beauty but i t s neat and t h r i f t y appearan~c". (1) 

The Ballardvale Kavvufact'uring Company v;as ectablished i n 1S33 by John and 
V.'illian 5. I'arlanc i n association v;ith several other inve:.tor:>. T>ie I-larlancs 
naned the v i l l a g e a f t e r Timothy Ballard, v;ho liad operated a g r i s t and sav; i r t i l l 
here, & b u i l t a nev;, 200-foot long dam here i n 1635. The Ballardvale n:i.ills 
produced v.orld-rencv,'ned v.'orsted goods, flannels, end delaines and at one tin e 
experimented w i th s i l k manufacturing. John r.arland, the p r i n c i p a l force behind 
the development of Ballardvale, had extensive plans v.'hich were realized i n the 
Ballard Vale Kachd.ne Shop Company (1848, manufacturing locomotives), the VJhipple 
F i l e Company (ISGO, the v/orld's f i r s t f i r m to ir.ak.e machi.ne-cut f i l e s successfully), 
the Abbot Hat Factory, Craighead & Kintz Company (1883, " a r t " metalwork - lamps, 
plaques, and f i g u r e s ) , and the VJillard Pottery (ISSOs, stonev;are). These flourished 
thirough the 19th and early 20th cent-jrics, but only the m i l l buildings are st-^nd-
inc today. 

I n addition to the m i l l s and f a c t o r i e s , Ballardvale i n i t s prime (ca. 1835 to 
1935) contained a multitude of cortumercial a c t i v i t i e s ; a r a i l r o a d depot, post 
o f f i c e , m.illinery shop, shoe shops, pool room, barber shop, bov.'ling a l l e y , t a i l o r , 
blaclcsmith, tavern, and numerous general stores. Several churches, a school and 
an entertainment h a l l contributed t o the cult'-isal l i f e of area residents. 

The early employees of the facto r i e s were s k i l l e d Scotch, English, and I r i s h 
craftsmen. F i f t v acres of land ovned by John Karland i n the heart of the v i l l a g e 
v.-erc l a i d out i n t o houselots i n 184B and v-ere very q^jickly developed. O.rigin-.lly 
com.pany ov.'ned, many of the r e s i d e n t i a l properties v.'ere soon bought by t h e i r prcs-
pering"*tenants. The buildings are t y p i c a l l y small and simple, i n the Greek, 
Gothic and ear-ly I t a l i a n a t e styles; r.any v.̂ ere b u i l t by Jacob Chicl'.ering. Tne 
remiarkable v a r i e t y of designs i n Ballardvale i s tem.pered by a conservative de­
meanor, harmonized by judicious s i t i n g , and distinguished by a careful use of 
d e t a i l . 

Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 
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Hi;:torical data. (-;ontinued) ̂  

l : . : . : . : . . . : - ' :r.le I l i l l c , Andover Street. Trie main• b u i l d i n . (_G36) v^iere f l r n n e l ^ 
v.'as r.ec- i s 4 s t o r i c r of brick, v/ith a gable roof, t i e d - i n v.-allc and oranito 
•,:indo;; :;.i:i,-' l i n t e l s . Tiio adjacent v;oode:. - - i l l (18-1 .C) for the :.-.o.n,i:";.ct-_:e . • 

• of \7or3ted eoodn i s nov.' sheathed i n asbestos; 2": stories high v.dth a cable 
roof, '.t v;-;.s b u i l t with a church-like steeple o:: t h - jabZ e end, Sc-eral 
sm;aller b r i c k and g.ranite m i l l buildings fi-om. the raid- to late-19th centaury 
com.plete the i n d u s t r i a l s i t e . One of tiie oldest S'urviving wrought-iron 
truss bridges (by 1872) i n the Merrimack Valley crosses the r i v e r 200 feet 
do'.\':astrea-i of the Ballardvale Dam. 

Railrcac Depot, 174-176 Andover Street, (ca. 1S45-43). This I t a l i a n a t e 
structure beajrs a curiously picturesque elegance. Vigorously decorated, i t boasts 
v.'idely over-hanging eaves, a center doorv;ay on each long side with transom and 
bracketed cornice, and gable ends v;ith elaborate, m u l t i f a r i o u s windov-/ openjings. 
B u i l t as the second depot and the post o f f i c e f o r the Ballardvale cortminity, 
the bui-ding was at one time also used f o r r e l i g i o u s services and entertainment. 
In 1950 i t v/as m.oved northv/est from, i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e and turned 90 degrees. 

Ballardvale Com^'unity Center, 179 Andover Street, (ca. 1843-48). Thie formal 
T-plan of t h i s I t a l i a n a t e b u i l d i n g contains 2-̂  s t o r i e s . Simply but f o r c e f u l l y 
detailed, the structure i s distinguished by i t s strong, v;ell-balanced motifs;. E u i l i 
as a school house, i t becamiC a branch l i b r a r y i n 1913 and was most recently 
used as l i b r a r y and coma.vunity center. • ^ 

189 A:-.dover Street, (ca. 1830), i s a Federal-style duple:: of 2h s t o r i e s . The 
G-bey facade lias a ce:iter entrance, re:r.odelled i:'i the Queen An:io period. Over­
looking the mdll pond, t h i s i s a good ocample of the e a r l i e s t housing i n the 

5-8 Dale Street, (ca. 1843-48), i s a Greek Revival-style duple:: v.'ith c l a s s i c a l 
center er .trances. I t s b r i c k construction feat'ures granite window s i l l s and 
l i n t e l s ; t h - gable roof runs p a r a l l e l to the s t r e e t . One of the f i r s t m.ill 
houses i n Ballardvale, the b u i l d i n g has a simple but r e f i n e d design. 

21 Tewksbi;ry Street, (ca. 1843-48), i s a Greek Revival cottage of 1̂ :̂  s t o r i e s , 
gab'le end to the s t r e e t . The side h a l l plan has a c l a s s i c a l o f f s e t doorv-.-ey, 
and pedimented l i n t e l s top the windows. This i s a m.ore fashionable scheme than 
the duple;: above, although the s t r i k i n g d e t a i l i n g of the openings i s s t i l l not 
confidently handled. 

8 Karland Street, (ca. 1848-52), i s a Greek Revival cottage of I h s t o r i e s , 
gable end to tl i e s t r e e t . I t i s of b r i c k construction v/ith gra.nite l i n t e l s and 
s i l l s on doors and v/indows. The side h e l l plan has an o f f s e t doorv'/ay v/ith 
bracketed hood and double doors; a dogtooth course r'uns under the eaves. This 
;ls a s o l i d , v/ell-conceived design which comjfortablv combines varying miotifs. 

13-15 Tev/ksbury Street, (ca. 1843-48), i s another Greek Revival duple:: v/i t l i 
center entrances. Thi.s, substa.ntial b u i l d i n g has a conservative 6-bay facade 
of 2'i s t o r i e s , gable pa r a l l ' 1 to the s t r e e t . Stro:':g d e t a i l i n g includes corner 
p i l a s t e r s v/ith entablature, vide window l i n t e l s , doorv-zays w i t h transoms and 
sidelights and ro-urid-eurched wii-lows i n the gables. 



a. (continued) 

^, (ca. 1S43-4S), i s a lE.rn,.- Greek Hevi.^al duple:: c f 2h 
a l l el to the s t r e e t . Trie si::-bi. 

.̂•.:z:~-:Zj;i2 zrvZ pedimented v/indovv l i n t e l s . T-ie decorative: triiv. i„ 
•si::.plc yet notewortrv/ on t h i s early example cf a factory-ovned tenemenu, 
;...:̂ rk.jd on an l£-'3 r-p as Ballardvale Machine Shop 31ocl: 3. 

36-^0 Center Street, (ca. 1860). This four-family house i n the I t a l i a n a t e 
s t y l e has ?'v s t o r i e s , gable p a r a l l e l to the s t r e e t . A plainer design than 
i t s neighbor above, the build i n g i s notev/orthy f o r i t s broad, S-bay facade 
and narrov; corner p i l a s t e r s . 

51 Center Street, (ca. 1843-48), i s a Gothic Revival duple:-: v;ith center 
entrances. The 1% stcry cottage has a bold facade, v/ith three cross-g-ables, 
cl a s s i c a l paired door\/ays, and corner p i l a s t e r s . These d\mam.ic miotifs are 
contrasted by an a.mbitious but hesita?'!t pedimentation cf the center cable 
v,dndov/s. 

60 Center Street, (ca. 1852-72). Tnis p l a i n , S-famdly tenement has only 
l2< s t o r i e s , gal^le p a r a l l e l t o the st r e e t . The b-uilding i s an int e r e s t i n g 
e:;3v,ple of l a t e r m i l l housing, unusual i n i t s laci: of ornanent-.tion. 

High Street, Nos. 10, 12, 14, 20, (three houses, ca. 1843-48; chui-ch, 1883). 
Or'.e of Ballardvale's miost attractive streetscapes, this portion of Hich Street 
contains thiree houses and a church. The houses are each in a different style -
Greek Revival, Italia:':. Villa, and Gothic Revival - displaying the careful and 
yet vernacular design so distinctive to the district. Nineteenth-cent^ary 
ov/ners of these houses tended not to be factor\' workers, but rather independent 
businessmen; one was a dealer in coal, wood, hay, a:id ice; another ov.r.ed a 
dry goods and grocery business. St. Joseph's Chapel is a pict-ureEq::e Gothic 
church v.'ith sm.all ccrner spires and lancet windows. 

Karland-Bradlee House, 228 Andover Street, (ca. 1843-43). Tnis impressive 
I t a l i a n a t e miansion i s 3 stories high i n i t s miain part, with sm.aller arjp.endages 
at the rear. Plus'nboard s i d i n g , paired eaves brackets, and prorrdnently molded 
v/indov.! trim: a r t i c u l a t e the walls. The facade i s highlighted by an e;-:traordinari' 
seird-circular bay v/indow on the ground f l o o r ; entrance to the house i s through 
a side porch and a double doorvi/ay. B u i l t as the mansion house of John Karland, 
l a t e r purchased and occupied as a country home by Capt. Josiah Putnami Bradlee, 
sole prop.rietor of the B.allardvale Com.pany aiFter 1866. 

(1) "Ballardvale; House Party". Tribune, Kay 3, 1946. 

Ballardvale i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a self-contained, planned m i l l v i l l a g e of the 
mid-19th century, 'tine area i s associated w i t h l o c a l l y prominent manufacturers 
and Andover's leading designer/builder and contains important vemacular exairples 
of a range of mid-Victorian b u i l d i n g types and st y l e s . Ballardvale retains 
i n t e g r i t y of design, materials, workmanship, and s e t t i n g , and meets C r i t e r i a A, 
B, and C of the Natdonal Register. 

'>mmm¥f>'»''<*'^^>if^' 
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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. ' 

Ballardvale was the f i r s t of Andover's planned m i l l communities. Remarkably 
extant, the area also retains much of the intangible character which distingiiishes 
i t from the rest of Andover. The description i n an 1864 diary s t i l l closely re- , , 
sembles Ballardvale: "Mrs. S. pointed at the red iron bridge, the two large m i l l s , 
the wooden one with i t s t a l l steeple and belfry, freshly painted white. I t was a 
beautifiolly located village i n the valley and as we stepped off the t r a i n I was im­
pressed not only with the natural beauty but i t s neat and t h r i f t y appearance".(1) 

The Ballardvale Manufacturing Company was established i n 1836 by John and 
William S, Marland i n association with several other investors. The Marlands 
named the village after Timothy Ballard, who had operated a gr i s t and saw m i l l 
here,& buiUt a new, 200-foot long dam here i n 1835. The Ballardvale mills 
produced world-renowned worsted goods, flannels, and delaines and at one time 
experimented with s i l k manufacturing. John Marland, the principal force behind 
the develojxnent of Ballardvale, had extensive plans which were realized i n the 
Ballard Vale Machine Shop Company (1848, manufacturing locomotives), the Whipple 
File Company (1860, the world's f i r s t firm to make machine-cut f i l e s successfully), 
the Abbot Hat Factory, Craighead & Kintz Company (1883, "art" metalwork - lamps, 
plaques, and figures), and the willard Pottery (1880s, stoneware). These flourished 
through the 19th and early 20th centuries, but only the m i l l buildings eire stand­
ing today. 

In addition to the mills and factories, Ballardvale i n i t s prime (ca. 1835 to 
1935) contained a multitude of commercial activities; a railroad depot, post 
office, millinery shop, shoe shops, pool room, barber shop, bowling alley, t a i l o r , 
blacksmith, tavern, and numerous general stores. Several churches, a school and 
an entertainment ha l l contributed to the cultural l i f e of area residents. 

The early enployees of the factories were skilled Scotch, English, and Irish 
craftsmen. Fifty acres of land owned by John Marland in the heart of the village 
were laid out into houselots in 1848 and were very quickly developed. Originally 
company owned, many of the residential properties were soon bought by their pros­
pering tenants. The buildings are typically small and simple, in the Greek, 
Gothic and early Italianate styles; many were built by Jacob Chickering. The 
r«narkable variety of designs in Ballardvale is tempered by a conservative de­
meanor, harmonized by judicious siting, and distinguished by a careful use of 
detail. ' . .'*•••* 

mi 
ff:. 

8. Bibliography and/or references such, as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. v,vi. : . : , 

' • ' - X'. ^ •''- • ''' •̂'•: • ' ' ..• . ''•.._̂- • 
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7, H i s t o r i c a l data, (continued) ' 

Ballardvale M i l l s , Andover Street. The main building (1835) where fla n n e l 
was made i s 4 stories of brick with a gable roof, t i e d - i n walls and granite 
window s i l l s and l i n t e l s . The adjacent wooden m i l l (1844) f o r the manufacture 
• of worsted goods i s now sheathed i n asbestos; 2̂2 stories high with a gable ' .• 
roof, i t was b u i l t with a church-like steeple on the gable end. Several . ' 
smaller brick and granite m i l l buildings from the mid- to late-19th century 
complete the i n d u s t r i a l s i t e . One of the oldest surviving wrought-iron ': 
truss bridges (by 1872) i n the Merrimack Valley crosses the r i v e r 200 feet 
downstream of the Ballardvale Dam. 

Railroad Depot, 174-176 Andover Street, (ca. 1845-48). This I t a l i a n a t e 
structure bears a curiously picturesque elegance. Vigorously decorated, i t boasts 
widely over-hanging eaves, a center doorway on each long side with transom and 
bracketed cornice, and gable ends with elaborate, mi i l t i f a r i o u s window openings. 
B u i l t as the second depot and the post o f f i c e f o r the Ballardvale community, 
the buiiding was at one time also used f o r r e l i g i o u s services and entertainment. 
I n 1950 i t was moved northwest frora i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e and turned 90 degrees. 

Ballardvale Conanunity Center, 179 Andover Street, (ca. 1843-48). The formal • ' 
T-plan of this Italianate building contains 2-2 stories. Simply but forcefully 
detailed, the structure is distinguished by its strong, well-balanced motifs Built 
as a school house, it became a branch library in 1913 and was most recently 
xised as library and community center. /^c/&yvi^/i/wz.^/^^B/") -'•,;•' 

189 Andover Street, (ca. 1830), i s a Federal-style duplex of 2̂5 stor i e s . The 
6-bay facade has a center entrance, remodelled i n the Queen Anne period. Over­
looking the m i l l pond, t h i s i s a good example of the e a r l i e s t housing i n the W: 
d i s t r i c t . . '' ' 

6-8 Dale Street,(ca. 1843-48), i s a Greek Revival-style duplex with classical 
center entrances. I t s bri c k construction features granite window s i l l s and 
l i n t e l s ; the gable roof runs p a r a l l e l to the str e e t . One of the f i r s t m i l l 
houses i n Ballardvale, the building has a simple but refined design. 

21 Tewksbury Street, (ca. 1843-48), i s a Greek Revival cottage of Ih. s t o r i e s , 
gable end to the s t r e e t . The side h a l l plan has a classical o f f s e t doorway, 
and pedimented l i n t e l s top the windows. This i s a more fashionable scheme than 
the duplex above, although the s t r i k i n g d e t a i l i n g of the openings i s s t i l l not 
confidently handled. 

8 Marland Street, (ca. 1848-52), i s a Greek Revival cottage of 1% st o r i e s , 
gable end to the s t r e e t . I t i s of brick construction with granite l i n t e l s and ••• 
s i l l s on doors and windows. The side h a l l plan has an of f s e t doorway with 
bracketed hood and double doors; a dogtooth course runs under the eaves. This 
i s a s o l i d , well-conceived design which comfortably combines varying motifs. 

13-15 Tewksbury Street, (ca. 1843-48), i s another Greek Revival duplex with 
center entrances. This substantial building has a conservative 6-bay facade •.: 
of 2h s t o r i e s , gable parall. 1 to the s t r e e t . Strong d e t a i l i n g includes comer 
pi l a s t e r s with entablature, wide window l i n t e l s , doorways with transoms and , • 
sidelights and round-arched windows . i n the gables. 
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7. H i s t o r i c a l data. (continued) 

32-34 Center Street, (ca. 1843-48), i s a large Greek Revival duplex of 2% 
sto r i e s , gable p a r a l l e l to the s t r e e t . The six-bay facade has sidelighted 
center doorways and pedimented window l i n t e l s . The decorative t r i m i s 
•simple yet noteworthy on t h i s early example of a factory-owned tenement, 
marked on an 1848 map as Ballardvale Machine Shop Block No. 3. 

36-40 Center Street, (ca. 1860). This four-family house i n the I t a l i a n a t e 
s t y l e has 2h s t o r i e s , geable p a r a l l e l to the s t r e e t . A plainer design than 
i t s neighbor above, the building i s noteworthy f o r i t s broad, 8-bay facade 
and narrow comer p i l a s t e r s . 

51 Center Street, (ca. 1843-48), i s a Gothic Revival duplex with center 
entrances. The I h story cottage has a bold facade, with three cross-gables, 
classical paired doorways, and corner p i l a s t e r s . These dynamic motifs are 
contrasted by an ambitious but hesitant pedimentation of the center gable 
windows. . , , 

60 Center Street, (ca. 1852-72). This p l a i n , 6-family tenanent has only 
iJf s t o r i e s , gable p a r a l l e l to the s t r e e t . The building i s an int e r e s t i n g 
example of l a t e r m i l l housing, unusual i n i t s lack of ornamentation. 

High Street, Nos. 10^ 12, 14, 20» (three houses, ca. 1843-48; church, 1883). 
One of Ballardvale's most a t t r a c t i v e streetscapes, t h i s portion of High Street 
contains three houses and a church. The houses are each i n a d i f f e r e n t s t y l e -
Greek Revival, I t a l i a n V i l l a , and Gothic Revival - displaying the careful and 
yet vernacular design so d i s t i n c t i v e to the d i s t r i c t . Nineteenth-century 
ovmers of these houses tended not to be factory workers, but rather independent 
businessmen; one was a dealer i n coal, wood, hay, and ice; another ovmed a 
dry goods and grocery business. St. Joseph's Chapel i s a picturesque Gothic 
church with small corner spires and lancet windows. ., ,; 

Marland-Bradlee House, 228 Andover Street, (ca. 1843-48). This impressive 
I t a l i a n a t e mansion i s 3 stories high i n i t s main part, with smaller appendages 
at the rear. Flushboard siding, paired eaves brackets, and prominently molded 
window t r i m a r t i c u l a t e the walls. The facade i s highlighted by an extraordinary 
semi-circular bay window on the ground f l o o r ; entrance to the house i s through 
a side porch and a double doorway. B u i l t as the mansion house of John Marland, 
l a t e r purchased and occupied as a country home by Capt. Josiah Putnam Bradlee, 
sole proprietor of the Ballardvale Company a f t e r 1866. 

(1) "Ballardvale; House Party". Tribune, May 3, 1946, 

Ballardvale i s s i g n i f i c a n t as a self-contained, planned m i l l v i l l a g e of the f 
ndd-19th century. The area i s associated w i t h l o c a l l y prondnent manufacturers ] 
and Andover's leading designer/builder and contains important vemacular examples* 
of a range of mid-Victorian b u i l d i n g types and style s . Ballardvale retains 
i n t e g r i t y o f design, materials, workmanship, and s e t t i n g , and meets C r i t e r i a A, I 
B, and C of the National Register. 
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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Bostcjn 

Comnunity: Fom No: 

Andover Area 3 

Property Name: Ballardvale 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

INTRLBIOSIS • 

The large Ballardvale D i s t r i c t contains only a dozen scattered intrusions. 
MDSt of these are visually inovtrusive i n f i l l housing less than 50 years old, 
vihich repeats the sinple lines and small scale of the original stmctures, 
usually i n the Colonial Itevival style (15, 29, 37 Center Stireet; 30, 33, 35 
Tewksbury Street, 6 Marland Street). ; 

Other, mDre diaharmonious intrusions incl'ude a gas station (202 Andover Sti^eet) , 
a small warehouse and an office (12 and 15 Dale Street) & a linear, wood-frame and brick 
coimercial block (193 Andover Street) . The wood-frame apartment building at 
178-194 AndDver Street i s the d i s t r i c t ' s most distui±)ing intrusion, with i t s large 
scale and motel-like appearance. 

•f v̂ ^ 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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DAVID J . JUTRAS 

METHUEN, MA 01844 

ATTORNEY AT LAW f,,,,,; - j ^ j ^ 
12 ARGILLA ROAD 

(617) 685-6820 /^ASS. HIST. COMjVl. 

March 2, 1982 

Commonwealth o f Massachusetts 
O f f i c e of Secretary of State 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington S t r e e t 
Boston, MA 02108 

A t t : State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 

Re: B a l l a r d v a l e H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 

Dear S i r s : 

Please be advised t h a t we, George H. Quesenberry and I s a b e l M. 
Quesenberry are the owners of the r e a l e s t a t e s i t u a t e d a t 174-176 
Andover S t r e e t , Andover, Massachusetts. We o b j e c t t o l i s t i n g the above 
mentioned p r o p e r t y i n accord w i t h the acts and r e g u l a t i o n s referenced 
i n your l e t t e r o f January 25, 1982. 

. ;• ^ Very t r u l y yours, 

George^. Ques«iberry 

I s a b e l M. Quesenberry , ,y 

Commonv/ealth o f Massachusetts , ̂  
Essex, ss March 2, 1982 

Then p e r s o n a l l y appeared the above named George H. and I s a b e l M. 
Quesenberry and acknowledged the foregoing instrument t o be t h e i r f r e e 
acts and deeds, before me. 

- A-

David J . Jutras^Noifa/y M i b l i c 
My commission ey.pir^.syaune 13, 1986 


