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7. Historical data. Explain tiie historical/architectural inportance of this area.

g".tar-.t, t'r.c .::irea alao retains nuch of t heintangibl': charaiitcr v.-h;h di.-;tin-.:0 rhr
it t>2 r<rt of hnotover. The description i ntnlEZ"' ciar;, hii.:. c.-..,-.I'
aeriles Ballardvale: "llrs. S pointed at thor:;,-d iron bridge, f.vit A 1l-r.r¢":cicit, "

beautifully located village in the valley and as v,estepped off thetrain | v-a* L .-
nressed not only \;iththe natural beauty but itsneat andthrifty appearan~c". (1)

The Ballardvale Kavvufact'uring GConpany vias ectablished in 1S33 by John and
V.'illian 5. |"arlanc i nassociation v;ith several other inve:.tor:> Toiel-larlancs
naned t he village after Timothy Ballard, v;holiad operated a grist and sav; irtill
here, & built a nev;, 200-foot long damhere i n 1635. The Bal | ardval e ni.ills
produced v.orld-rencv, ' ned v.'orsted goods, flannels, end delaines and at one tine
experimented with silk manufacturing. John r.arland, theprincipal force behind
the devel opment of Ballardvale, had extensive plans v.'hich were realized i n the
Ballard Val e Kachd.ne Shop Conpany (1848, manufacturing |locomotives), the VJhipple
File Conpany (I1SGO the v/iorld's first firm t oir.ake machi.ne-cut files successfully),
the Abbot Hat Factory, Craighead & Kintz Conpany (1883, "art" metalwork - |anps,
pl aques, and figures), andthe Viillard Pottery (1SSOs, stonev;are). These flourished

thirough t he19th and early 20th cent-jrics, but only the mill buildings are st-"nd-
inc today.

In addition tothe mlls andfactories, Ballardvale i nitsprime (ca. 1835 to
1935) contained a multitude of cortunercial activities; arailroad depot, post

office, millinery shop, shoe shops, pool room barber shop, bov.'ling alley, tailor,
blaclcsmth, tavern, and nunerous general stores. Several churches, a school and
an entertainment hall contributed tothe cult'-isal |ife of area residents.

The early enployees of the factories were skilled Scotch, English, andIlrish
craftsmen. Fiftv acres of land ovned by John Karland i n the heart of the village
v.-erc laid out into houselots i n184B and v-ere very qjickly devel oped. Origin-.lly
company ov.'ned, many of t heresidential properties v.'ere soon bought by their prcs-
pering"*tenants. The buildings aretypically small andsimple, i n the G eek,
Gothic and ear-ly Italianate styles; r.any v.%ere built by Jacob Chicl'.ering. Tne
remarkable variety of designs in Ballardvale i s tempered by a conservative de-

meanor, harmonized by judicious siting, and distinguished by a careful use of
detail.

Bi bl i ography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early naps, etc.



BALL. " . " . Zii"-~n 2

Hi;:torical data. (-;ontinued) »

looooo-rle Ilille, Andover Street. Trie maine buildin., (_G36) vtiere flrnnel *

Vv'&@ r.ec- is 4 storicr of brick, viith a gable roof, tied-in v.-allc and oranito
e,iindo;; i ici,-" lintels. Tiio adjacent v;oode:. --ill (181 .0 for the :.-.oni:";.ct-ce . o
+of \7or3ted eoodn is nv.' sheathed in ashestos; 2. stories high v.dth a cable

roof, 't v-.shuilt with a church-like steeple o: th- jabZe end, Sc-eral

smaller brick and g.ranite mill buildings fi-om the raid- to late-19th centaury

complete the industrial site. e of tiie oldest S urviving wrought-iron
truss bridges (by 1872) in the Merrimack Valley crosses the river 200 feet
do'.\':astrea-i of the Ballardvale Dam

Railrcac Depot, 174-176 Andover Street, (ca. 1S45-43). This Italianate
structure beajrs a curiously picturesque elegance. Vigorously decorated, i t boasts
v.'idely over-hanging eaves, a center doorv;ay on each long side with transom and
bracketed cornice, and gable ends v;ith el aborate, multifariouswndov-/ openjings.
Built as the second depot and the post office for the Ballardvalecortmnity,

the bui-ding was at one time also used for religious services and entertainment.
In 1950 i twvias moved northv/est from itsoriginal site and turned 90 degrees.

Bal l ardval e Com unity Center, 179 Andover Street, (ca. 1843-48). Thie formal
T-plan of this Italianate buildingcontains 2" stories. Sinply but forcefully
detailed, the structureis distinguishedby itsstrong, v;ell-balanced motifs;. Euili
as a school house, i tbecamC a branch library in 1913 and was nost recently

used as library and comavunity center. . A

189 A-.dover Street, (ca. 1830), is a Federal-style duple:: of 2h stories. The
Gbey facade lias a ce:iter entrance, re:r.odelledi:'ithe Queen Aio period. Over-
| ooking the mdl| pond, this is a good ocanple of the earliest housing in the

5-8 Dale Street, (ca. 1843-48), is a Geek Revival-style duple:: v."ith classical
center er.trances. Itshbrick construction feat'ures granite window sills and
lintels; th- gable roof runs parallel to the street. e of the first mill
houses i n Ballardvale, the buildinghas a simple but refined design.

21 Tewkshi;ry Street, (ca. 1843-48), is a Greek Revival cottage of I stories,
gab'le end to the street. The side hall plan has a classical offset doorv-.-ey,
and pedimented lintels top the windows. This is a more fashionable scheme than
the duple;: above, although the striking detailing of the openings is still not
confidently handl ed.

8 Karland Street, (ca. 1848-52), is a Greek Revival cottage of Ih stories,
gable end to tlie street. | tis of brick constructionv/ith gra.nite lintels and
sills on doors and v/indows. The side hell plan has an offset doorv'/ay v/ith
bracketed hood and doubl e doors; a dogtooth course r'uns under the eaves. This
s a solid, v/iell-conceived design which comfortablv combines varying motifs.

13-15 Tev/ksbury Street, (ca. 1843-48), is another Greek Revival duple:: vlitli
center entrances. Thi.s, substa.ntial buildinghas a conservative 6-bay facade
of 2 stories, gable parall' 1 to the street. Sro:':g detailing includes corner
pilasters v/ith entablature, vide window lintels, doorv-zays with transonms and
sidelights and ro-urid-eurched wii-lows in the gables.



a. (continued)

N, (ca. 1S43-4S), i sa lErn.- Geek Hevi.”al duple:: cf 2h
all el tothestreet. Trie si:: -bi.

Ne.z~Zjji2 avZ pedimented viindow lintels. T-ie decorative: triiv. i,
si;..plc yet notewortrv/ onthis early exanple cf a factory-ovned tenenenu,
..Mkjd on an I£'3 r-p as Ballardval e Machi ne Shop 3locl: 3.

36-"0 Center Street, (ca. 1860). This four-famly house i ntheltalianate
style has ?v stories, gable parallel tothestreet. A plainer design than
its neighbor above, thebuilding i snotev/iorthy for itsbroad, Sbay facade
and narrov; corner pilasters.

51 Center Street, (ca. 1843-48), i sa Gothic Revival duple:-: v;ith center
entrances. The 1%stcry cottage has a bold facade, v/ith three cross-g-ables,
classical paired door\/ays, and corner pilasters. These dinamic motifs are
contrasted by an a.nbitious but hesita? !t pedimentation cf thecenter cable

v, dndov/ s.

60 Center Street, (ca. 1852-72). Tnis plain, S-fandly tenenment has only
I2< stories, gal*e parallel tothestreet. The b-uilding i san interesting
e ;3v,ple of later mi |l housing, unusual i nitslaci: of ornanent-.tion.

Hi gh Street, Nos. 10, 12, 14, 20, (threehouses, ca. 1843-48; chui-ch, 1883).

O'.e of Ballardvale's most attractive streetscapes, this portionof Hich Stree
containsthiree houses and a church. The houses are eachin a different style-
Greek Revival , Italia:':. Villa, and Gothic Revival - displayingthe careful and

yet vernacul ar design so distinctive to thedistrict. N neteenth-cent”ary
ov/iners of these houses tendednot to be factor\' workers, but rather independent
busi nessnmen; one was a deal er in coal, wood, hay, a:idice; another ov.r.ed a

dry goods and grocery busi ness. St. Joseph's Chapel is a pict-ureEq::e Gothic
churchv.'ith small ccrner spires and | ancet windows.

Karl and- Bradl ee House, 228 Andover Street, (ca. 1843-43). Tnis impressive
Italianate mansion i s3 stories high i nitsmain part, with smaller arjp.endages
at therear. Plus'nboard siding, paired eaves brackets, and prorrdnently nol ded
viindov.! trim articulate thewalls. The facade i shighlighted by an e;-:traordinari’
seird-circular bay v/iindowon t heground floor; entrance tothehouse i s through
a side porch and a double doorvifay. Built as t hemansion house of John Karl and,
| ater purchased and occupied as a country hone by Capt. Josiah Putnam Bradl ee,
sole prop.rietor of t heB. allardval e Gompany aiFter 1866.

(1) "Ballardvale; House Party". Tribune, Kay 3, 1946.

Ballardvale i ssignificant as a self-contained, planned mill village of the

m d-19th century, ‘'tine area i s associated with locally promnent manufacturers
and Andover's |eading designer/builder and contains important vemacul ar exairples
of a range of md-Victorianbuilding types and styles. Ballardvale retains
integrity of design, materials, workmanship, and setting, and meets Criteria A
B, and C of t heNatdonal Register.
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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural inportance of this area. '

Bal lardvale was the first of Andover's planned mi |l comunities. Renarkably
extant, thearea also retains nuch of the intangible character which distingiiishes

it fromthe rest of Andover. Thedescriptionin an1864 diary still closely re- ,
senbl es Bal | ardvale: "Ms. S pointed at the red iron bridge, the twolarge mlls,
the wooden onewith itstall steeple andbelfry, freshly painted white. | twas a

beautifiolly located village inthe valley and aswe stepped of f the train I was im
pressed not only with the natural beauty but itsneat andthrifty appearance". (1)

The Ballardvale Manufacturing Conpany was established in 1836 by John and
Wlliam S Mrland in association with several other investors. The Marlands
nanmed the village after Timothy Ballard, who had operated a grist and sawnmil |
here, & built a new 200-foot |ong damhere i n 1835. TheBallardvale mlls
produced worl d-renowned wor sted goods, flannels, and delaines and at one tine
experimented with silk manufacturing. John Marland, the principal force behind
the devel oj xnent of Ballardvale, had extensive plans which were realizedin the
Bal | ard Val e Machi ne Shop Gonpany (1848, manufacturing |ocomotives), the Wipple
File Gonpany (1860, the world's first firmt onake machine-cut files successfully),
the Abbot Hat Factory, Craighead &Kintz Conpany (1883, "art" metalwork - |anps,
pl aques, and figures), andthe willard Pottery (1880s, stoneware). These flourished
through the 19th and early 20th centuries, but only the m Il buildings eire stand-
ing today.

In addition tothe mlls and factories, Ballardvale initsprime (ca. 1835 t o
1935) contained anultitude of conmercial activities; arailroad depot, post
office, mllinery shop, shoe shops, pool room barber shop, bowling alley, tailor,
blacksmth, tavern, and numerous general stores. Several churches, a school and
an entertainment hall contributed tothe cultural life of area residents.

The early enpl oyees of thefactories wereskilled Scotch, English, and Iris
craftsnmen. Fifty acres of | and owned by John Marland i ntheheart of the vill
were |laid out into houselots i n1848 andwere very qui ckly devel oped. Oigina
conpany owned, many of theresidential properties weresoon bought by their pr
pering tenants. Thebuildings aretypically small andsinple, inthe Geek,
Gothic andearly Italianate styles; many were built by Jacob Chickering. Thi
r«nar kabl e vari ety of designs inBallardvale istenpered by a conservative de-
geanqu, har noni zed by | u*di (ii ous siting, anddistinguished by a careful use of

etail. ' S
mi

ff:.

8. Bibliography and/or references such, as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc. VVI.D Lo,

"Ghe'le Sl



o o BALLARDVALE Page 2
7, Historical data, (continued)

Bal lardvale Mills, Andover Street. Themain building (1835) where flannel
was nmade i s4 stories of brick with agable roof, tied-in walls and granite

window sills andlintels. The adjacent wooden mi |l (1844) for t hemnufacture

» of worsted goods i snowsheathed i nashestos; 22stories high with a gable e
roof, i twas built with achurch-like steeple onthegable end. Several '
smal | er brick andgranitemill buildingsfromthem d-tolate-19th century

complete t heindustrial site. One of theoldest surviving wrought-iron
truss bridges (by1872) i nt heMerrimack Valley crosses theriver 200 feet
downstream of t heBal |l ardval e Dam

Rai | road Depot, 174-176 Andover Street, (ca. 1845-48). This Italianate
structure bears acuriouslypicturesque elegance. Vigorously decorated, it boasts
wi del'y over-hanging eaves, a center doorway on each long side with transomand
bracketed cornice, andgable ends with elaborate, miltifarious wi ndow openings.
Built as t hesecond depot andt hepost office for theBallardval e comunity,

the buiiding was at onetime also used for religious services and entertainment.
In 19501t was noved northwest frora i tsoriginal site andturned 90 degrees.

Bal | ardval e Conanunity Center, 179 Andover Street, (ca. 1843-48). The formal o !
T-planof this ltalianate buildingcontains?2-2stories. Sinplybut forcefully
detailed, thestructureis distinguished by itsstrong, well-balanced notifs Built
as a school house, it becane a branchlibraryin 1913 andwas nost recently

xi sed as library and community center. /*c/&wiNilwzNMBI") oo

189 Andover Street, (ca. 1830), i s a Federal-style duplex of 25stories. The
6-bay facade has a center entrance, remodelled i n t heQeen Anne period. Over-
looking themill pond, this i sa good exanple of theearliest housing i n the W
district.

6-8 Dale Street,(ca. 1843-48), i sa Geek Revival-styleduplex with classical
center entrances. Itshbrick constructionfeatures granitew ndowsills and
lintels; thegable roof runs parallel tothestreet. Qne of thefirst mill
houses i nBallardvale, thebuilding has a sinmple but refined design.

21 Tewksbury Street, (ca. 1843-48), i sa Geek Revival cottage of Ih. stories,
gable endt ot hestreet. Theside hall plan has a classical offset doorway,
and pedimented lintels topthew ndows. This i sanore fashionable schene than
the duplex above, although thestriking detailing of theopenings i sstill not
confidently handled.

8 Marland Street, (ca. 1848-52), i sa Greek Revival cottage of 1%stories,

gable endt ot hestreet. | ti sofbrick constructionwith granitelintels and =
sills ondoors andw ndows. The side hall plan has anoffset doorway with
bracketed hood and doubl e doors; a dogtooth course runs under theeaves. This

is asolid, well-conceived design which comfortably conbines varying motifs.

13-15 Tewksbury Street, (ca. 1843-48), i sanother Geek Revival duplex with
center entrances. This substantial building has a conservative 6-bay facade ..
of 2h stories, gable parall. 1t othestreet. Strong detailing includes comer
pilasters with entablature, wide windowlintels, doorways with transons and, -«
sidelights andround-arched windows. i nt he gables.



BALLARDVALE Page 3
7. Historical data. (continued)

32-34 Center Street, (ca. 1843-48), is alarge Geek Revival duplex of 2%
stories, gable parallel tothe street. The six-bay facade has sidelighted
center doorways and pedimented wi ndow lintels. The decorativetrimis
esimple yet noteworthy onthis early exanple of a factory-owned tenenment,
mar ked on an 1848 nap as Bal |l ardval e Machi ne Shop Bl ock No. 3.

36-40 Center Street, (ca. 1860). This four-famly house i nthe Italianate
style has 2h stories, geable parallel t othe street. A plainer design than
its neighbor above, the building i s noteworthy for its broad, 8-bay facade
and narrow comer pilasters.

51 Center Street, (ca. 1843-48), i s a Gothic Revival duplex with center
entrances. The lh story cottage has abold facade, with three cross-gables,
classical paired doorways, andcorner pilasters. These dynanmic motifs are
contrasted by an ambitious but hesitant pedi mentation of the center gable
wi ndows. . , ,

60 Center Street, (ca. 1852-72). This plain, 6-fam |y tenanent has only
i)t stories, gable parallel t othe street. Thebuilding i s an interesting
exanple of later mill housing, unusual initslack of ornamentation.

High Street, Nos. 10”12, 14, 20» (three houses, ca. 1843-48; church, 1883).
(he of Ballardval e' snost attractive streetscapes, this portion of High Street
contains three houses and a church. The houses are each inadifferent style -
G eek Revival, Italian Villa, andGothic Revival - displaying the careful and
yet vernacul ar design sodistinctive tothe district. Nineteenth-century
ovners of these houses tended not to be factory workers, but rather independent
busi nessmen; onewas a dealer i ncoal, wood, hay, andice; another ovned a

dry goods and grocery business. St. Joseph's Chapel i s a picturesque Gothic
church with small corner spires and |l ancet w ndows. oo

Mar | and- Bradl ee House, 228 Andover Street, (ca. 1843-48). This inmpressive
Italianate mansion i s 3 stories high inits main part, with smaller appendages

at the rear. Flushboard siding, paired eaves brackets, andprom nently nol ded
window trim articulate the walls. The facade is highlighted by an extraordinary
semi-circular bay wi ndow on the ground floor; entrance t othe house i s through

a side porch and a double doorway. Built as the mansion house of John Marland,
later purchased andoccupied as a country home by Capt. Josiah Putnam Bradl ee,
sole proprietor of the Ballardval e Conpany after 1866.

(1) "Ballardvale; House Party". Tribune, My 3, 1946,

Bal | ardvale i s significant as a self-contained, planned mill village of the f
ndd-19th century. The area i s associated with locally prondnent manufacturers ]
and Andover's |eading designer/builder andcontains i mportant vemacul ar exanpl es*
of arange of md-Victorianhbuilding types andstyles. Ballardvaleretains
integrity of design, materials, workmanship, andsetting, and meets Criteria A,

B, andCof the National Register.
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178-194 AndDver Street is the district's most distuix)ing intrusion, with itslarge
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DAVID J.JUTRAS

ATTORNEY AT LAW foy =13 M N
12 ARGILLA ROAD
METHUEN, MA 01844

(6l7) 635630 JAASS. HIST. COM|VI.

March 2, 1982

Commonweal th of Massachusetts
Office of Secretary of State
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
294 Washington Street

Boston, MA 02108

Att: State Historic Preservation Officer
Re: Ball ardvale Historic District
Dear Sirs:

Pl ease be advised that we, George H Quesenberry and|lsabel M
Quesenberry arethe owners of the real estate situated at 174-176
Andover Street, Andover, Massachusetts. V& object tolisting the above
mentioned property inaccordwith the acts andregulations referenced
in your letter of January 25, 1982.

L n Very truly yours,

George”™. Quesiberry

Isabel M Quesenberry y Y

N
Essex, ss Commonv/ealth of Massachusetts March 2, 1982

Then personally appeared the above nanmed George H and|sabel M
Quesenberry and acknowl edged t heforegoing instrument t obe their free
acts and deeds, before ne.

- A-

David J. Jutras®Noifa/y Miblic
My commission ey.pir*.syaune 13, 1986



