


NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (1f applicable) 
The A l p h a n . C h e n e y H o u s e a n d C a r r i a g e House i s s i g n i f i c a n t , f o r i t s 
a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h t h e t o w n ' s l a t e i ^ ^ t h c e n t u r y r e a l e s t a t e 
d e v / e l o p m e n t a n d i t s s t y l i s h Q.ueen Anne d e s i g n . I t m e e t s N a t i o n a l 
R e g i s t e r c r i t e r i a A a n d C a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l a n d r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y o f 
s e t t i n g , l o c a t i o n , m a t e r i a l s , w o r k m a n s h i p , d e s i g n , f e e l i n g , a n d 
a s s o c i a t i o n . The b o u n d a r i e s i n d i c a t e d o n t h e a t t a c h e d a s s e s s o r s map 
a r e t h o s e o f c u r r e n t o w n e r s h i p . 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In terras of 
other buildings within the community. 
This i s one of.the few i n t a c t high style examples of Victorian Gothic or Stick Style houses i n 
Southbridge, although there are numerous vernacular in t e r p r e t a t i o n s . The projecting porch 
belvedere, one story bay windows, cross gables and peak-roofed tower give the house a picturesqi 
silhouette, a quali t y which was very much admired throughout the mid to late-19th century. 
Victorian Gothic elements are seen i n the picturesque silhouette, the half-timber treatment 
of the clapboard walls, the s t i c k ornament i n the gable aprons, the high pitched roofs and t a l l 
t u r r e t . The carriage house i s of the same period and styl e as the house. With i t s picturesque 
look and a cupola on top, i t i s a very important complement to the house and i s s i g n i f i c a n t 
i n i t s own r i g h t . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the community. 
In 1870 t h i s area was undeveloped. By 1878 Alpha M. Cheney had a house s l i g h t l y further south 
and on the opposite side of the street from the present one. I t was surrounded by twenty-three 
acres. The present house i s believed to have been b u i l t about 1885. F i r s t seen on the 1898 
at l a s , t h i s house did not stand alone on the s t r e e t . Several smaller houses belonging to 
Cheney were already standing on the opposite side of the s t r e e t . Although no documentation 
has been found to indicate who the occupants of those houses were, i t seems l i k e l y that they 
were employees of the nearby American Optical Company with which Cheney was intimately related. 
During t h i s same period George W. Wells, president of American Optical had begun to subdivide 
property belonging to his own Main Street house and building housing f o r employees. During 
the early—20th century Chestnut Street and other streets nearby were actively developed as hous­
ing f o r American Optical workers. 

Alpha Morse Cheney (1834-1897) was born i n Southbridge, the son of Deacon Marvin Cheney and 
Bertha Morse Cheney. He f i r s t married Sarah Cunningham who died i n 1876. He had two children 
by that marriage. In 1882 he married Emma Bradford of Woodstock, Connecticut. 

After attending Nichols Academy i n Dudley, Cheney entered the spectacle factory i n Southbridge 
as an apprentice at the age of seventeen. He .later became a master of the trade. After 
working for what had become R.H. Cole & Company for several years, he acquired an interest i n 
the business. When the American Optical Company was incorporated i n 1869, he became one of 

_ the largest stockholders and retained that i n t e r e s t for the rest of his l i f e . 
(See Continuation Sheet) 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (cont'd) 

His industry and sound business judgement rewarded him with wealth and property. At the 
time of his death he was reported to have had a "large amount of property including one 
of the fi n e s t private residences i n Southbridge." Cheney was a deacon of the Baptist 
Church and was active i n f r a t e r n a l organizations. « 
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