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1. Name of Property
historic name BARN HOUSE
other names/ste number Skiff-Mayhew-Vincent House

2. Location

sreet & number 451 South Road * not for publication
city or town Chilmark * vicinity

Sate M assachusetts code MA  county Dukes code 007 zip code 02535

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this efiomination

« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
fi'meets « does notmeet the National Register criteria. |recommend that this property be considered significant

« nationally « statewide s/locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying officiilfTik Date ' n
Brona Simon, SHPO, MHC

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property = meets « does notmeet the National Register criteria. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natiotial Park Service Certification

I hereb”ertify that the property is: Date of Action
"irentered in the National Register. N
« See continuation sheet. 1

« determined eligible for the
National Register.
* See continuation sheet.

« determined not eligible for the
National Register.

« removed from the National
Register.

« other, (explain):



Bam Haouse (Skiff-Mayhew-Vincent Houss) Dukes Courty. MA

County and State
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)
13 private * hbuilding(s) Contributing Noncontributing

e public-local M district 10 2 buildings
* public-State e site 0 sites

e public-Federal + structure 1 structures

« object 0 0 objects
12 3 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter "N/A@" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) listed in the National Register
N/A 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC: sngle, multiple dwelings DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling
AGRICULTURE: agricultura outbuilding SOCIAL: mesting hall

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

COLONIAL foundation STONE

walls WOOD: shingle

roof _ WOOD: shingle
other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Description:

Bam House, dso known as the Skiff-Mayhew-Vincent Housg, is a 43-acre property on South Road in
Chilmark, Massschusdtts, that includes a small, shingled former farmhouse dating from ca.l690, a bam dating
from ca 1786, and seyerd small cabins from the first part of the 20* century. Theland is partly wooded and
partly open fields, with asmall brook running through it. Feldstone wallsmark the property line infront of
the house and along the eest Sde, with other one wallsforming alivestock enclosure eest of the house, and
another smaller enclosure adjacent to the bam. Chilmark, a mostly rural town on the westem side of the
idand of Martha's Vineyard, between Aquinnah (Gay Head) and Wes Tisbury, stretches from Vineyard
Sound on the northto the Atlantic Ocean on the south. South Road parallels the bluff on the Atlantic side,
passing through woods, fields, and pastureswith grazing sheep.

Theformer farmhouse (Photographs | and 2) isa 1 '/2-gory, pog-and-beam framed dwelling with a shingled
exterior. The house has itsbroad dde paralld to the road and faces south. It messures 40 feet by 28 feet in
plan, with arear ell extending another 44 feet to the north (Photographs 3 and 4). The south devation isfive

bays wide, with two windowsflanking a center entry. Beneath the shingled siding, the wallsare "plank-

framed," that is, made of vertical planks rather than boards on suds. There are three small, gable-roofed
dormers gpaced acrossthe front or south dope of the wood-shingled gable roof, and two on the rear (north)

dope. Windows generally have 6/6sash. Both the windows and the dormers are from early 20* -century
renovations. The houserests on afiel dstonefoundation, and has apartia cellar accessed by a hatchway on

the eest Sde. There are no chimneys inthe main part of the house; the large center chimney, evidence of

which remains inthe crawlspace below the house, was removed inthe 19* century.

The interior of the house revedls an unusua structural feature, the use of a pair of parallel summers to
subdivide thejoist goansin each of the two front rooms (Photographs 5 and 6). A dlight differenceinthe
dimensions of thetwo rooms led architectural historian Jonathan F. Scott to speculate that the house had been
built in two phases with the west part of the house being added not long after the earlier eest part. In addition
to the use of the double summers in both parts of the house, the splayed comer posts and other structural
members, all of which are enclosed inplain board casings, are of similar dimension in both parts. Interior
finishesthroughout the house consist of wide-board floors, simple window and door surrounds, and plaster
walls and ceilings.

The north or rear room of the house, typically usad as the kitchen in 17*" and 18* -century houses, isnow
open as one large room. The areaformerly occupied by the center chimney accommodates closets and Sairs
to the second level. Theell iscurrently ussd to housethe kitchen and alarge sorage area, with a screened-in
porch aong the west side.

(continued)

"The house was examined indetail inthe 1980s by Jonathan P. Scott and included in his University of
Minnesota Ph.D. dissertation on the early Colonial houses of Martha's Vineyard. Thisdescriptionrelies
on his analysis of features that are no longer readily visible.
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The Bam House property was formerly part of a farmstead. The main part of the present barn, which,

according to Scott, was erected in 1786 using materials sdvaged from the old Chilmark meetinghouse, isa
three-bay English bam with wide center openings on both the north and south broad sides, to which was
added an additional bay a the eest end (Photographs 7 and 8). The bam is44 feet by 24 feet in plan. Hewn

structural members, visible on the interior, including large shouldered comer posts, support an 18* -century

datefor the building (Photographs 9 and 10). Some of the crossbeams have been replaced and other members
have been sgtered with modem timbers, but much remains of the original framing. The wood-shingled roof

islaid on wide sheathing boards that are intum supported on longitudinal purlins. Anadditional bay to the
west gppears to date from the middle of the 19* century, judging from its up-and-down sawn framing

members, itsroof isframed using the common-rafter system. A long, low, open shed, 16 feet by 59 feet in
plan, has now been enclosed and gppended. A shed-roofed one-story addition, probably originally aca 1900

milk room, gppears along the west elevation, and measures 10 feet by 24 feet in plan. Mogt of the bam is
built a grade on alowfieldstonefoundation, but there is some cellar Sorage accessble a the west end, where
the grade drops of f

The other building surviving from Bam House's days as aworking farm isasmall, gable-roofed shed on a
fieldstone foundation (Photograph 11). Its sawn pogt-and-beam framing indicates a mid 19* -century date.
It was built (or assembled from other components) inthree sages and meaeaures eight feet by 29 feet in plan.
At the time of the property's purchase by Chilmark Associates, the building was in use as a chicken coop.
It isaso known as the Robinson Coop, after its first occupants, Boardman and Sally Robinson. The house,
bam and shed are counted as three contributing buildings.

The agricultural originsof the property are still evident inthe high fieldstonewall sthat run along the south

and eedt property lines and fonn a small enclosure just to the eest of the house (Photogrephs 1and 17). The
land to the north of the house and bam ismaintained as an open field, and much of the land west of the house
is dso kept open. The stone-wall sysem is counted as a single contributing structure. Also counted as a
contributing structure isa small sone-dab culvert west of the house, where aformer fanii road crossesa
small brook (Photograph 18). Asisthe casewith stone walls, this method of building culverts, using Sone
dabs st on low stone walls paralleling the brook, is a vernacular technique that goes back to the Colonial

period, but cannot be definitively dated.

In 1919 the property, then known &as the Vincent Farm, was purchased by Chilmark Associates for a
communa summer residence, a ue that continues to the present. The bam was adgpted for acommon dining
aeaand socia center. A number of small, one-story frame cabins were added north of the bam and west of
the house. The cabins, which are dso referred to as "coops,”" generally have gable roofs, and are supported
on timber or concrete-block piers. The cabins do not have individual plumbing or cooking facilities, and the
interior walls are unfinished.

(continued)

Buildings added by the association include the following:
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Bese Cabin (Photograph 12), 1920, wood-shingled roof and exterior, exposed rafter ends,
9 feet by 22 feet in plan with anine-feet by 15-feet ell.

Warren Cabin, 1920, wood-shingled roof and exterior, exposed rafter ends, 9 feet by 22 feet
in plan with anine-feet by 15-feet ell (a mirror image of Besse Cabin, above).

King Cabin (Photograph 13), 1920, wood-shingled roof and exterior, 9 feet by 22 feetin
plan.

DK Cabin, 1920, wood-shingled roof and exterior, exposed rafter ends, brick fireplace and
exterior chimney, 12 feet by 18 feet inplan.

Hilltop Cabin (Photograph 14), 1938, shed roof with braces supporting the south overhang
on the main part and agable roof on the ell; wood-shingled roof and exterior. The main part
meesures 14 feet by 28 feet inplan, with a 10-feet by 18-feet el extending from the northeast
comer. Fireplace and chimney built along the northwest wall.

Pitkin Cabin (Photograph 15), 1958, wood-shingled roof and exterior, 12 feet by 25 feetin
plan; fireplace and chimney a the southwest end.

Lamson Cabin, 1959 (using in part an older cabin moved to the present location), wood-
shingled exterior, 20 feet by 31 feet inplan.

The above seven cabins, all of which were bulk during the property's period of significance, ere counted as
contributing buildings.

Bath House (Photograph  16), 1995, intersecting gableroof showersin small sdewings open
to the sky, wood-shingled roof and exterior. Overall, the building meaaures 21 feet by 18
feet inplan.

Doyle Cabin, 2001, L-shaped plan, 12 feet by 34 feet north-south, 12 feet by 30 feet eadt-
west; wood-shingled roof and exterior, exposed rafter ends.

The two buildings above are counted as noncontributing because the dates of construction lie outside the
period of significance. A tennis court enclosed by ahigh chain-link fence (Photograph 19), buih in 1996, is
counted as anoncontributing structure.

(continued)
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The present septic system was ingtalled in 1995. Prior to the construcdon of the bath house, the farmhouse
and afew of the later cabins had indoor toilet facilities, and dmost of the cabins have running water and sinks
supplied by well water.®

Although not part of the property, the land to the south, between South Road and Chilmark Pond, forms an
integral part of the property's setting (Photograph 20). Still in use as a sheep pagture, the rolling, open land
is permanently protected by a conservation eesement.

Archaeological Description

One known ancient Native American site may extend onto the Barn House property, and a high potential
exists that additional Native American resources will be found on the property. Five ancient dtes are
recorded inthe genera area(within one mile); including one site, the Allen Farm Site (19-DK-127), which
may extend onto the nominated property: symbols representing the site on the Inventory of Historic and
Archaeological Assts of the Commonwealth show it extending onto the southeastern comer of the Bam
House property; however, no Native American cultural material has been found inthat immediate area. A
large amount of lithic material was reported to have been recovered from the Allen Farm Site by local
collectors just outside the Bam House property, from the land south of South Road to Chilmark Pond,
egpecialy aong terraced aressand fields. Late Archaic and Late Woodland components have been identified
a that site.

Environmental characteritics of the Bam House District represent locational criteria (dope, soil drainage,
proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presence of Nafivesites The district includes severd well
drained, level to moderately sloping landformsin close proximity to wetlands. Soils in the district are
excessively drained sandy soils in uplands formed inglaciofluvial and moraine deposits. The water course
of Mill Brook runs roughly parallel to the southern district boundary (within 1,000 feet) as it flows to
Chilmark Pond. A small unnamed brook aso runs through the property. Additional wetlands are present
throughout most of the district, mainly to the north and west of the structures located on the property.

Given the above information, known patterns of Native settlement on Martha's Vineyard, the sze of the
district (42.8 acres), and limited impacts from historic period land use, ahigh potential exists for locating
ancient Native American resources on the property.

(continued)

2

A ca 1925 photograph a the Martha's Vineyard Historical Society Library of a water tower on the
property (no longer extant) suggeststhat provision for running water was one of the first changes made
by Chilmark Associates.
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A high potentid dso exigs for the recovery of historic archaeologica resources within the Bam House
Digtrict. Bam House wes formerly part of a famdead esablished in the late 17+ century. The district
remained part of afarmdaeed, primarily ashegp farm, until ca 1919, when it wes purchesed by Chilmark
Assodiates and converted to acommuna summer resdence, a ue that continues to the present. Structura
evidence may exig for parts of the house that are now demadlished, bams, sebles and outbuildingsthat soen
the entire period of dgnificance irom ca 1690 to 1961. Ore 18* century bam survives however, earlier ad
later bamsmay d<o exis as archaeologicd resources A amdl shegp barn, no longer extant, is mentioned
in an 1835 probeate invertory for the property. Archaeologica evidence ney dso survive from congruction
features around the house and evidence of occupationd-rdated fegtures (trash pits, privies, wells). While
potentid archasologicd resources may aurvive rdated to the digtrict's use as both afarmateed and commund
ammer resdence, mog archaeologica resources assodated with the digtrict are probably rdated to the
farmgdead use

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

ﬁ] gl aR "X IR BRE BF MBFé boxes for the criteria qualifying

the property for National Register listing.]

H A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns
of our history.

- B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

El C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

e D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x"in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

« A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

- B
. C
- D
- E
- F
. G

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation
sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographic References
Bibliography

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

. preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

.. previously listed in the National Register

. previously determined eligible by the National
Register

. designated a National Historic Landmark

. recorded by Historic American Building Survey
#

. recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record # #

Dukes County. MA

County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categones from instructions)

AGRICULTURE
ARCHITECTURE
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance
ca 1690- 1961

Significant Dates ca. 1690 (house built)
1919 Chilmark Assodates established

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above.)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Not known

) . ) . . one or more continuation sheets.)
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on

Primary location of additional data:

. State Historic Preservation Office
. Other State agency

. Federal agency

. Local government

. University

m  Other

Name of repository:

Marthas Vineyard Historica Society
Edgartown, MA
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Statement of Significance:

Summary

The property a 451 South Road in Chilmark, MA isasignificant heritage resource for three related reasons.
First, the ca. 1690 house on the property, known as the Skiff-Mayhew-Vincent Housg, is an example of
vemacular domestic architecture from the earliest days of English settlement on the west end of theidand
of Martha's Vineyard. Although atered over the years, it retains numerous early features that are
characteristic of its period, including planked wallsand double summer beams (National Register Criterion
C). Secondly, the property is significant becauseits large 18*-century bam, still-open fields, and extensive
sone wallsrecall the island's agricultural past, when shegp fanning was one of the inhabitants' principal
occupations (Criterion A). From Nathan Skiff in the 1690sto Herman Vincent in the 1880s, the families who
owned and operated the property as afarm depended in large part upon sheep-raising for their livelihood.
Finaly, the property reflectsamajor socia history theme, the island's growing identity inthe late 19* and
early 20* centuries as asummer retreat (Criterion A). 1n 1919, the seeside farm's setting among stone walls
and padtures attracted a group of writers, artists and socid activists, and their familiesand friends. As
Chilmark Associates, the group established acommuna summer colony, owning the property in common,
taking their meds together in the bam, and sharing in the chores needed to keep the place running. In
addition to renovating the farm house and the small outbuilding for use as deeping quarters, the Chilmark
Associates built the first of asaries of smple small cabins S0 that two or even three dozen people could be
accommodated a atime. In 1927, they named the property Bam House, reflecting the centrality of the bam-
aplace of communa meds, conversation, and occasiona programs of discussion and entertainment—in the
social life of the summer colony.

Because anumber of the original members of Chilmark Associates continued their participation through the
1950s, the period of significance for the property extends from ca. 1690, when the house was built, to 1961,
fifty years ago.

The property isprimarily significant a the locd level. The houses distincfive architectural featuresprovide
points of comparisons with other housesin the Commonwesdlth (and New England housesin generd) that add
to the knowledge base on early Colonia architecture. However, the extent of alterafions and the fact that
some features are now hidden, make the house a notable example primarily within the context of Chilmark.

The agricultural history significance of Bam House isdso primarily local. Small-scae farms, relying on
sheep raising, characterized Chilmark and other island towns for much of their history, but elsawhere in
Massachusetts agriculture developed inanumber of different directions. The socid history agpect of Bam
House, as an illustration of one variety of summer retreat, has some claim to significance within a statewide
context. Other aress of Massachusetts, particularly scenic ones such as Cape Cod and the Berkshires, dso
experienced an influx of summer visitors with pronounced artistic, literary, and political interests who, to one
degree or another, formed acommunal identity. Asof thiswriting, however, the context isnot well enough
developed to evauate the statewide significance of Bam House.

(continued)
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Architectural Significance

Housesfrom ca 1690 are uncommon enough that every surviving example has something to add—in terms
of design, materials, and construction technique— that either confirmswhat architectural historians think of
as the norm for the period or, conversaly, extends the range of possibilities. The dwelling a& Bam House has
sverd characterigtics that, taken collectively, indicate its late 17"'-century origin, features that became
increasingly lesscommon or disgppeared atogether during the first half of the 18* century. The heaviness
of its framing members and the splay to the pogsreflect the overbuilding, with roots in English tradition, that
eventually gave way to house frames formed from timbers of smaller cross-section and straight posts. The
practice of forming the wallsfrom planks attached to the structural frame, as opposed to sudded walls, arose
in the 17* century, and, according to Scott, had generally gone out of favor in this area by 1730. The
practice, for which various explanations involving economies of effort and materials have been proposed,
appearsto have been more common in the towns of the Plymouth Colony, from which Nathan Skiff and his
family emigrated to the isand. Finally, the house's method of roof framing—eight sets of heavy rafters
carrying purlins for vertical roof sheathing—was generaly eclipsed by the use of common rafters and
horizontally applied sheathing.”

The former farmhouse on the Bam House property was studied extensively by Jonathan Fletcher Scott for

The Early Colonial Houses of Martha's Vineyard, his 1985 Ph.D. thess submitted to the University of
Minnesota. Scott was able to explore most of the island's 17*' and early ]8*-century buildings, taking
photographs and writing detailed descriptions. Scott's comprehensive work allows an idand-wide context

for evaluating Bam House. Scott considered the house's ca.l690 date to be credible, and he regarded it es

one of the island's oldest houses, perhapsthe oldest in Chilmark still a its original location."

The Bam House dwelling is unusua in somerespects. Scott found that the house's rafter-and-purlin roofing
system was miade up of both hewn and pit-sawn timbers, some of the latter of which had regularly spaced
mortises of no gpparent purpose, strongly suggesting some re-use of material sdveged from an earlier
structure. Becausethis part of Martha's Vineyard was only just then being settled, house timbers being re-
used in Chilmark ca 1690 presumably came from a house a the other end of the island, where English
settlement began inthe 1650s If this supposition is correct, then it suggeststhat the expense and difficulty
of transporting such fimberswere preferable to the effort of hewing new pieces.

(continued)

"These early characterigtics are discussed in great detail in Abbott Lowell Cummings, The Framed
Houses of Massachusetts Bay, 1625-1725 (Cambridge. Mass:: Harvard University Press, 1979).

NAnother South Road house, the James Allen House, may have been built ayear or two earlier, but it was
moved to the other side of the road ca. 1800 (Scott, "The 300-Y ear Evolufion of aChilmark Landmark,"
13).
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Scott aso recognized the Bam House dwelling's double-summer framing as an unusua feature. Sometime
around the middle of the 18* century, the summer (the function of which was to divide thejoist soan inhalf
for the floor above), disgppeared as part of the overall reductionin dimensions of framing members, but for
17" and early 18*-century houses, the use of summers was the norm. Usually, there was asinglebeamin

the middle of the ceiling, sometimes running Irom front to back but more commonly from the end wall tothe
center chimney. However, asmal number of colonial houseshavetwo parald summer beamslike the Bam

House dwelling, further reducing the required joist span.' Why did most Colonia builders choosethesingle

summer approach, while only a few (judging by what we see in surviving houses) opted for the double
aummer (or ardated variant, two crossed summers)? Itisdifficult to imagineafunctional explanation arising
from some specia circumstances. Instead, it is more likely that this framing detail represents a particular
building preference passed on from builder to builder. In the National Register documentation for the Peter

Woodbury House (ca. 1696) in Beverly, Massachusetts, the double-summer pattern, cited as one of the
house's disfinctive features, is described as a''regiona framing variadon worthy of further study," and Scott

noted one other example, an early 18*-century house, in Chilmark. Wasthere any persona and/or cultural

connection between these North Shore examples and those on the idand? Surviving examples, such asthe
dwelling & Bam House, can help address questions like this and lead to a better understanding of the
interplay of objective circumstances, cultural traditions, and persona preferences that formed Colonial

architecture.

The house's asymmetry—"the west room is afoot narrower than the east room, resulting inasomewhat off-
center doorway—is strong evidence that it was built intwo stages. A will from 1746 refersto the widow's
receiving the "westem half of the house, 0 it would gppear certain that the enlargement was in place a that
time, but the duplication of the eest part's plank walls and double summers in the construcdon of the west
part suggeststhat it had been accomplished much earlier.

Agricultural-History Significance

From the earliest days of settlement, shegpraisng was a mgjor economic activity on Marthas Vineyard,
especially on the westem part of the island. Shegp are hardy, undemanding animals that can graze in hilly
and rocky conditions where cattle cannot. Inaddition to meat and wool forloca consumption, Chilmark
shegp provided wool for markets in Connecficut, southeastern Massachusetts, and CgpeCod. At one point
in the 18* century, the number of sheep in Chilmark is said to have been 20,000. During araid in 1778,
British generd Charles Grey commandeered 10,000 shegp onthe idand, half of which were said to have come
from Chilmark.

(continued)

Three houses in Connecticut are known to have had a similar arrangement of double summers: the
Hempstead House inNew London (1643), the Graves House in Madison (1675), and the Gershom Pamer
House in Stonington; see J. Frederick Kelly, Early Domestic Architecture of Connecticut (New Haven:
Yae University Press, 1929), 11-12, and Connecticut: A Guide to its Roads, Lore, and People (Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1938), 370.
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Statistics for 1837 showed that there were 6,470 shegp in Chilmark (outhumbering people 9 to 1), including
1,600 Merinos, which produced higher-value wool (Barber 1841: 151). Aslate as 1911, the Encyclopedia
Britannica called sheepraising on Marthas Vineyard "an industry of consderable importance,” with Dukes
County one of the top three wool -producing counties in Massachusetts (1 1* ed., vol. 17, p. 787).

The property that became Bam House was, throughout its history, atypical smal-scale family farm; all

indications are that shegpraising was aways one of the mgjor activities. The first to occupy the farm weas
Nathan Skiff (1658-1725), who purchased 50 acresin 1686, including the land on which the house and bam
now gand. Skiff (the family namewas dso speled Skiffe) must have built a least the first part of the house
not long thereafter, since his dwelling (along with abam) was one of saven farms on South Road shown on

the map of the idand sketched by Simon Atheam in 1694. Chilmark was the last of the three origina

Martha's Vineyard towns to be settled, with the first familiestaking up lands along South Road inthe 1680s
and 1690s.

Nathan Skiff, like most idand resdents, wes afarmer. He was bom in Sandwich, where his father was a
prominent man, and settled first a Tisbury, where he served as town clerk and congtable, before buying land
in Chilmark in 1686. He had seven children by his first wife, Hepsibah Codman, and five more by his second
wife, Mercy Chipman. Though not all would have been living inthe household a the sametime (the oldest
was bom in 1679, the youngest in 1707), the children must have made the Skiff house abusy place; Scott
Speculates that the enlargement of the house may have occurred around 1699, when Nathan Skiff and Mercy
Chipman married.

After his degth in December 1725, the house passed to Nathan Skiffs son, Benjamin (1691 -1781). Heintum
sold it to Simon Mayhew (1687-1753) in 1731. Simon Mayhew, a pious man who served as adeacon inhis
church, was dso afarmer. Heand hiswife, Ruth, had nine children, of whom six survived infancy. Heleft
an esatevaued & nearly £1,200 in 1753, mogt of which was accounted for by land and buildings. The next
most valuable part of his esate was his herd of sheep, valued a £84-10s, or, applying the values given in
contemporary probate inventories, some 200 to 300 sheep.

Mayhew's son, dso named Simon, was the next owner of the farm. Smon Mayhew, J. (1719-1801) and his
wife, Abiah, had seven children, including son Oliver (1763-1828), who took possession of the farm after his
father's deeth. Oliver Mayhew and hiswife, Jane, had no children. Following her desth in 1833, the property
waes purchased by Herman Vincent (1806-1884)who ran the farm for 50 years. At the time of his death, he
had a flock of 74 sheep but only one cow and one horse, indicating that sheep were still the major focus of
the farm. Afterwards, the farm came into the possession of Francis Mayhew (1898-1904), and then Grace
E. M. Tilton (1904-1919).

The Skiff Mayhew, and Vincent families gopear to have been interrelated, as one might expect with anidand
community inwhich asmall number of families, each with many siblings and children, inhabited alimited
geographica area. Charles E. Bankss History of Martha's Vineyard reports that the maiden name of Simon

(continued)
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Mayhew's wife, Ruth, may have been Skiff, though her relationship to Nathan Skiff cannot be ascertained.
Simon Mayhew, Jr.'s wife, Abiah, was a Vincent, and their son, Simon, married Matilda Vincent. Abiah
Vincent Mayhew was Herman Vincent's great-aunt and Matilda Vincent Mayhew was his aunt. Moreover,
both Herman Vincent and his twin sister, Amanda, married Mayhews. Thus, the historic name of the
property, Skiff-Mayhew-Vincent House, may indicate not 0 much acustomary successon of ownership in
the historic period but rather a continuity of ownership within a s of three interrelated families.

Today, Bam House's stone walls, open fields, bam, and former farmhouse all help recall Chilmark's long
history a an agricultura community, with the remnants of the two enclosures especially suggedtive of
sheepraising. Some components of the farmstead, such as the small shegp bam mentioned in a probate
inventory from 1885, no longer exist, and the locations of such typical features as wells and privies ae
unknown. But overall, the Bam House property retains much of thelook of an old farm, especidly snce the
defining features are readily visiblefrom the road, whereasthe later buildingsare sited further back.

Social-History Significance

The 20*-century history of Bam House reflects an important development in the history of Chilmark and
other idand towns: an increase in the number of summer visitors. With farming and fishing indecline, the
identity of Martha's Vineyard increasingly cameto include being a place of summer retreat for progperous
families from avariety of backgrounds. 1n 1919, the Vincent Farm was acquired by Gertrude King, acting
on behalf of agroup of fifteen friendswho subsequently incorporated themsalves as Chilmark Associates.
Some of the group had met in Chilmark the previous summer as weekend house guests and found the place
D attractive that they resolved to establish a communa summer residencethere for themsdlves, their families,
and friends. InApril 1919, members of the group twicevisited the idand to reconnoiter properties that might
be for sde. After ingpecting severa possibilities, they agreed to buy the Vincent farm, along with a
discontiguous stretch of beech owned by the Vincent family. An unpublished poem by Gertrude King
entitled " Chilmark" suggeststhat the property's ancient buildings, sonewalls, fields, and views of the ocean

all were part of the appeal:

And run with mewhere Druid stones are looming
And sheep like stones arerunning on the hill

Til on thecliff we watch the surges booming,
Even on days the bluest and most till.

The original members of Chilmark Associates, like most other idand seesond residents, all came from
privileged backgrounds, but what distinguished them was a shared interest in art, literature, and liberal
politics:

Gertrude Bese King (1881-1923) was apoet and literary critic { Alliancesfor the Mind,
1924). A graduate of Vassar College with an M.A. from Radcliffe, she worked as a
(continued)
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newspaper correspondent in Russia and the Balkans during World War | Her husband,
Stanley King (1883-1951), was an executive with W. H. McElwain, a major Massachusetts
shoe manufacturer, a the time Bam House was darted; he later became presdent of Amherst
College (1932-1946), during which time he was instrumental in developing the Folger
Shekepeare Library. Gertrude King's brother, Arthur, and his wife Eleanor, residents of
Cambridge, Massachusetts, were dso original members of Chilmark Associates. Arthur
Bese (1887-1951) was aclothing manufacturer and later served many years as president of
the National Association of Wool Manufacturers.

Edwin DeTurck Bechtel (1880-1957) of Plainfield, New Jersey, was an attorney by
profession, but his passions were collecting at and growing roses. He later wrote
monographs on the French artists Honore Daumier and Jacques Callot, and served as
president of the New Y ork Botanical Garden.

Clifford P. Warren and Wolcott H. Pitkin, Jr. were both lawyers and among the earliest
members of the American Civil Liberties Union. Pitkin had been the Attorney Generd of
Puerto Rico, and Warren was corporate counsd for a Massachusetts shoe manufacturer.

Lawson Valentine Pulsifer (1882-1957) joined the family varnish busness after eaming
a degree in chemistry from Harvard. He developed the well-known vamish Valspar™,
which propelled the company to great success. Hisgrandfather, Lawson Valentine, was a
patron of Winslow Homer (whose brother worked for the company), and Lawson Pulsifer
and hiswife, Ethel, continued the family's interest in collecting art.

Boardman Robinson (1876-1952), one of the older members of the group, was a Canadian-
bom artist and illustrator. He studied art first in Boston a the Massachusetts College of Art
and then in Paris, where he married Sally Senter Whitney and for a short time served as art
editor of Vogue. Hiswork gppeared in numerous popular magazines, and he worked for a
time as apolitical cartoonist for the New York Tribuneuntil his anti-militarist opinionsled
to aparting of ways. He collaborated with John Read on The War in Eastern Europe (1916),
and was a frequent contributor to The Masses, The New Masses, and The Liberator. In
addition to his magazine illustrations, Robinson had a distinguished career as amuralist: in
1926, Edgar J. Kaufmann commissioned a series of nine murals for his Pittsburgh
department store, and murals by Robinson dso gppear in Rockefeller Center and the
Department of Justice building in Washington, D.C.

Dorothy Kenyon (1888-1972), the daughter of a successful New Y ork patent attomey, wes,
by her own admission, wasting her life as a"socia butterfly" when an encounter with the
poverty of Mexico inspired her to change course. She enrolled in New Y ork University's
law

(continued)
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school 0 she could pursue law as ameans of socid change, graduatingin 1917. Atthe time
Barn House was darted, she had just come back from the Versailles Peece Conference,
where she had worked as aresearch specidist. From 1917 to 1925, Kenyon worked for
Wolcott Pitkin'slaw firm. She was a co-founder of the Consumers Cooperative Service,
a chain of cooperative cafeterias in New York City, and became an ardent advocate of free
speech, women's equality, and civil rights. Inaddition to representing the American Civil
Liberties Union and the National Associadon for the Advancement of Colored People, she
s=rved in prominent positions with both the League of Nations and the United Nafions. She
had friends around the world, but throughout her long life, "her dasest persond relationships
centered around Barn House," where she spent part of every summer from 1919 to 1971.*'

With so many socid activists among the founding members, itis perhgps not surprising that the group created
a seasond resdence on anew mode that differed greetly from the ordinary summer estate. The property's
bam was the center of the group's life, with its open interior providing a place for communa medls, evening
discussions, the occasiona thestrics, or just sitfing and looking out toward the ocean. Notebooks in the
archives of the Martha's Vineyard Historical Society indicate that organized discussons ranged from the
philosophical ("*What Is It to be Free?') to the frivolous ("Hair: the Long and Short of ft"). From the
beginning. Bam House was conceived as a place for living simply, but not as a partan environment to be
endured. Members engaged in gardening and even haying, and both members and guests were expected to
goend some time each day doing the necessary chores that would keep the place running for everyone's
enjoyment. A chores list from 1925 included the following:

Preparing vegetables
Washing dishes
Setting tables
Gabage and dump
Rabbit catching

At the sametime, the group employed a cook and three other staff to prepare the meals, which might have
two or three dozen people a the tables, and to take care of the chores that went beyond what could be
expected of the members. Some of the members, such as the Pulsifers, chose to day in the minimally
renovated farmhouse (reportedly inarundown gate a the time of purchase), while others erected the first of
the property's ssmple one- or two-room deeping cabins. Sally and Boardman Robinson stayed in the
outbuilding between the house and bam, last usad as a chicken house, leadingto the use of the term " coop”
for al the cabins & Bam House.
(continued)

"Biographical sketch of Dorothy Kenyon, Dorothy Kenyon Pgpers, Sophia Smith Collection, Smith
College, Northampton, Massachusetts.  That many of Bam House' s founders and early guestswere
persons of some national prominence, either a the time or subsequently, should not obscure the
contributions of the many other members of the community who, while productiveintheir ownwalks of
life, were not well-known beyond their circle of friendsand colleagues.
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The name "Bam House' was formally adopted as the property's name in 1927. At acommunity meeting on
August 7, 1927, the resdents first adopted the name "Stone Paddocks," recalling "Paddock Farm," the name
of the property under the Vincent family's ownership. Later that night, the meeting was reconvened to
reconsder the name, and thistime"The Bam™ was chosen inrecognition of the central rolethat it played in
the resdents commundl life. But even thisdid not seam quite right, Snce there were a that time many bams
in Chilmark, and s0 afew days later the name "Bam House" was agreed upon, and the property has been 0
known ever since.

Bam House was communally owned and governed under the terms of the trust that crested Chilmark
Associates. Members paid an initiation fee and then so much for eech day they or their guests werein
resdence; aminimum inthe number of days effectively created arequired annua contribution, even if the
member summered elsewhere.  The trustees could make all decisons on behalf of the group, though in
practice major decisions were always undertaken only after consultation with the membership.

The association grew as friendsand family members were added to the rolls. With few exceptions, the
origina members retumed to Bam House summer after summer throughout their lives, with amajority still
participating in the 1950s The lagt of the original members were Dorothy Kenyon (1972) and Eleanor Bese
(1974). Over the years, many figures who played prominent roles in the nation's political, artistic, and
literary life were guestsa Bam House. Some, such as the political columnist Walter Lippmann, poet Silvia
Plath, and noted jurist Felix Frankfurter, gayed only ashort time. Others, like painter Thomas Hart Benton
and longtime American Civil Liberties Union heed Roger Baldwin, became summer-long fixtures. Typically,
one-quarter to one-third of the vacation days spent & Bam House were guest days.

Bam House ssemsto have been primarily aplace of relaxation and socializing rather than work, but many
members who were artists continued to paint and draw while in resdence (see, for example. Figure 3), while
those who were writers produced poems and plays for the amusement of their fellow residents.

As acommonly owned, intenfional community that has perssted since 1919, Bam House may be unique, but
it was part of alarger phenomenon that included seesond gatherings of artists, writers, intellectuals, social
activigts, and academics in such places as Provincetown, Massachusetts, and the rural aress of westem
Connecticut.”

(continued)

~Boardman Robinson's collaborator John Reed was one of those who made up an informal community of
intellectuals a Provincetowninthe early 20* century. In Connecticut, Tamarack Lodge in Norfolk and
the Aspetuck Historic District in Easton have both been listed on the National Register in part because of
their significance as seasond retreats of artists and writers.
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Integrity

Like neariy al colonia housesthat have not been conscioudy restored to aparticular period in time, the main
house departs from itsoriginal gppearance in numerous ways. Inthe 1690s, it would have had its massive
central chimney, the first windowswould probably have been casements, and the interior finish was more
likely whitewashed wood rather than plaster. All of these character-defining features were gone by thetime
Chilmark Associates purchased the property in 1919, yet enough remains that the house is easily identifiable
today as acolonia house thefive-bay,center-entry, gable-roofed form is one of the most common from the
Colonial period, and inside, the splayed posts, summers, and size of the framing members remain to indicate
itsearly origins. The house's most unique feature, the use of double rather than single summers to subdivide
thejoist span, isdso readily visible. Initstotality. Bam House, though atered over time, retains sufficient
integrity to support its architectural significance as a rare survivor of the type of house erected during
Chilmark's earliest years of English settlement.

The presence of an 18*-century bam on the property, as well as the surrounding stone walls and open fields,
gives the property an integrity of setting that conveys its historical significance as areminder of Chilmark's
origins as an agriculture-based community. The location of the 20*-century cabins a a distance to the north
and west of the house and bam allows a traveler on South Road to perceive the property's origins as a
Colonia-erafarm. The farmhouse, bam, sonewalls, and fieldsaso convey the gpped of the property to the
early 20*-century idedlists who chose it for adifferent kind of summer retreat.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement and subsistence in Chilmark are poorly understood, any
surviving sites could be significant. Most known ancient sites inthe town are located to the west of the Bam
House, along the eastem shoreline of Menemsha Pond and Nashaguitsa Pond, with lesser-known site
frequencies to the southeast in the vicinity of Chilmark Pond. While numerous sites have been located in
these areas, most are poorly documented with little informafion beyond locational characterigtics. Ancient
stes in this area may contain information that helps understand how environmental changes influenced
population change and the nature of settlement through time. Information may be present a dtesthat indicate
the effects of sea level rise on pattems of settlement and subsistence, especialy a stesfrom earlier periods.
Ancient sites inthe area may dso contribute information related to pattems of lithic procurement and
production, possibly indicating the importance of local raw materids and trade in the manufacture of specific
tool types and changes intechnology throughtime. Nativesitesin the Chilmark locale, especidly stesfrom
later periods, may adso contain information that helps to understand how the four historic sachemships
recognized during the historic period on Martha's Vineyard evolved. Thisinformation might demonstrate
unique characteristics associated with each sachemship and socio/political group located a Chappaquiddick,
Nunnepaug (Edgartown),

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Cm“nua“m 3’16& Barn House (Skiff-M ayhew-Vincent House)

Chilmark, Dukes County, MA
Sattion numba 8 Page 10

Takemmy (West Tisbury/Chilmark), and Aquinnah, or Gay Head. These characteristics could be represented
in ceramic types, lithics, or ste types and distributions. Ancient Native American resources located in the
Bam House District might also contain informafion that can help interpret important burial Stes located in
the area. The Lucy Vincent Beach Burial Site (19-DK-148) islocated on ahill immediately south of Chilmark
Pond, southeadt of the district. That Ste contains severd burialsbuit little habitation material. Ancient Native
American resources located & dtesinthe Bam House District may contain evidence of asocial, cultural and
economic association with burials located a Lucy Vincent Beach (19-DK-148).

Historic archaeological resources described above may contribute important information that might help date
the initial construction of the farmhouse and later additions. Structural remains, construction features, and
the contents of occupationa-rdated features might corroborate architectural evidence that the house was built
during the late 17* century. Similar evidence may aso be present that supports the thesisthat the house was
built intwo dages; the eest half being the eariier gage. Structural analyss of outbuilding remains, combined
with detailed analyss of the contents of occupational-related features, may contribute important informafion
related to the types of farming and husbandry that characterized the farm during mogt of the 17* through 19*
centuries. Similar evidence may contribute important information related to the farm's change from an
agricultural-dominated economy to one characterized by its use as acommuna summer residence. Detailed
analysis of the contents of occupeational-related features may aso contribute important social, cultural, and
economic evidence of the lives of individuals who occupied the farm throughout the period of significance.

(end).
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Verbal Boundary Description:

The nominated property, known as 451 South Road, isrecorded in the Chilmark Assessor Records as Parcedl
ID 025-005-00; it isrecorded inthe Dukes County Deeds Book 49, Page287.

Boundary Justification:

The nominated property includes the entire farm purchased by Chilmark Associates in 1919. Aswith most
properties with originsinthe Colonia period, the size and boundaries of the farmstead varied over time as
land was added and sold off. However, these 43 acres correspond to the core of the historical Skiff-Mayhew-
Vincent farm.

UTM References:

19.354670.4578120
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19.355220.4578020
19.355220.4577920
19.355000.4577880
19.354860.4577780
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All Photographs:

1 Bam House (Skiff-Mayhew-Vincent House)
Chilmark, Dukes County, MA
3. B. Clouette Photo
4. August 2008
5 Digital photographs (.tifs) submitted to NPS
Captions:

1. Bam House, main house (Skiff-Mayhew-Vincent House), showing sonewall and gatepost along
South Road, camera facing northwest.
South and eet elevations of house, camera facing northwest.
Eag and north elevations of house, camera facing southwest.
North and west elevations of house, camera facing southeest.
Southwest front room, showing double summers, camera facing southwest.
Southeast front room, showing double summers, camera facing northwest.
South elevation of barn, camera facing northwest.
Interior of bam, looking eedt toward the eest end.
North elevation of bam, camera facing southwest.
. Detail of splayed post & southeast comer of bam, camera facing southwest.
. 19th century shed (Robinson), southwest of bam, west elevation, camera facing southeedt.
. Besse Cabin, 1920, northeast of bam, west and south elevations, camera facing northeast.
. King Cabin, 1920, west of house, north elevation, camera facing southeest.
. Hilltop Cabin, 1938, eedt elevation, camera facing northwest.
. Pitkin Cabin, 1958, eest of house, north elevation, camera facing west.
. Bath House, 1995 (noncontributing), north of house, north and west elevations, camera facing
outheest.
. Stone wallsforming small enclosure east of house, camera facing southeest.
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. Stone-dab culvert on farm road west of house, camera facing west.

. Tennis court south of Hilltop Cabin, 1996 (noncontributing), camera facing north.

. View south from South Road in front of Bam House, 1ooking toward Chilmark Pond (left) and
Atlantic Ocean.
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NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet Barn House (Skiff-Mayhew-Vincent House)

Chilmark, Dukes County, MA
Figures Page 1

Figure 1: The main house, ca. 1920, shortly after its acquisition by Chilmark Associates (Barn
House Collection, Martha's Vineyard Historical Society Library).
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Figure 2: Interior of barn, ca 1930 (Barn House Collection, Martha's Vineyard Historical
Society Library).
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Continuation Shect Barn House (Skiff-Mayhew-Vincent House)
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Figure 3: Sketch of Hilltop Cabin by illustrator Warren Chappell, 1938 (Barn House
Collection, Martha's Vineyard Historical Society Library).



BARN HOUSE
(Skiff-Mayhew-Vincent House)
#461 SOUTH ROAD - CHtLMARK, MA
PROPERTY OF CHILMARK ASSOCIATES
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DATE: NOV. 7. 2006



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT O THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REGQ STER G- H STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI QN RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI O\ NOM NATI ON
PRCPERTY Barn House

NAME :

MJULTI PLE

NAME :

STATE € GANIY: MASSACHUSETTS, Dukes

DATE RECEl VED: 11/ 04/ 11 DATE (F PEND NG LI ST: [1/29/11
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 12/ 14/ 11 DATE (F 45TH DAY: 12/ 2 0/11

DATE CF VEEKLY LI ST:

REFERENCE NUMBER 11000920

REASONS FCOR REVI EW

APPEAL: DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
O'HR PDI L: N PER QD N PROE3RAM UNAPPROVED: N
REQLES SAWMPLE N SLRDRAFT: N NATI ONAL: N

GOMMENT VAl VER N

" ACEPT RETURN REJECT DATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS Entered in
The National Regider
of

Higoric Places

RECOM/ CR TER A_

REM EVEER DI SCI PLI NE_

TELEPHONE DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N

If anomnation isreturned t othe nomnating authority, the
nom nation i s nolonger under consideration by the NPS.
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'he Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

October 27, 2011

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiger of Historic Haces
Department of thelnterior

Nationa Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:
Bam House, 451 South Road, Chilmark (Dukes), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meting and were afforded the opportunity
to commert.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusdtts Historical Commission

endosure

cC. Bruce Clouette, consultant
Kurt Andason, Chilmark Assodates
Jae Sae, Chilmak Higoricd Commisson
Waren Doty, Chilmark Board of Sdectmen
Jre Wedne, Chilmark Flanning Board
Lauren Brown
PhyllisYde, Bam Houee Trudtees

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 < Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc



