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Situated on the main road from Bowling Green to Franklin, in rural Simpson 
County, is Octagon Hall. The structure faces west and can be viewed from 
the highway.

This two-story octagon house has Flemish bond brickwork on the three front 
(west) facades, and common bond on the remaining ones. Each side contains 
three openings, with the exception of the extreme east and west sides, 
which have only two. The house has a very high basement, which is brick 
above ground, and stone below. Victorian gratework adorns the basement 
windows (see photos 1-2).

The main entrance element is simple with a cornice maid and pilasters. The 
front door,is slightly recessed. Cut stone steps and an iron rail lead up 
to the door. The rear porch is wooden, with a bannistered rail and standing 
seam roof (see photos 3-4).

The interior plan is simple with a rear, central stair hall which radiates 
into each room. All interior woodwork is intact. Panelled pilasters with 
panelled aprons and cornice molding above make up the door trim (see photos 
5-6). All the mantles are similar, and each has a simple panelled frieze 
and sides (see photos 7-8). Eight inch baseboards with a deep profile com­ 
plete the interior treatment.

The nominated area encompasses the main house, a small 20th century garage, 
a 19th century frame tenant house which complete the visual integrity of 
the site.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Octagon Hall, an eight-sided house built circa I860, exhibits a rare and 
unusual house form not only in the state of Kentucky but is also uncommon through­ 
out the United States. It is significant as being one of less than ten octagonal 
houses remaining in Kentucky.

During the 1850s, the concept of the octagon in domestic architecture incited 
the imagination of the country. This movement was given impetus by Orson 
S. Fowler in his book The Octagon House A Home For All, first published in 1848 « 
Fowler espoused the octagon as the perfect shape for architecture. He intro­ 
duced to his readers "not merely a new concept of building but a fresh 
attitude toward housing."-'- Fowler's book was unlike the other "cottage manuals" 
of the day because he advocated revolutionary ideas concerning the dwellings 
of all classes of society. "Why continue to build in the same square form 
of all past ages? Nature's forms are mostly spherical,"2 instructed Fowler.

By 1857 at least 1,000 octagon houses had been built across the country, 
as well as a number of octagonal churches, schoolhouses, barns and pig sties. 
It was during this period between 1842 and 1860 that Andrew Jackson Caldwell 
(1818-1866) built Octagon Hall. It has been reported that Caldwell, an 
ardent Southern sympathizer, hid rebel soldiers in the house after the Battle 
of Bowling Green.

One of the features of note of Octagon Hall is the fine brickwork which is 
consistent throughout the structure. The Flemish bond on the three front 
sides is perfectly laid, evidenced by the symmetry of the corner headers 
and window closers.

The interior woodwork, although simple, is finely crafted. All sills, door 
frames and aprons have a deep but faultless profile.

1
Orson S. Fowler. The Octagon House A Home for All (New York: 

Dover Publications, 1973), p, 2.

2Ibid.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundary of the nominated property forms a square with each side approximately 
400 f in length. The western boundary line runs along the east side of Ky. 31W. 
Octagon Hall is situated in the nottheast corner of the square.

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
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CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER ]_0 PAGE 2

#10
Acreage: Approx. 1.8 acres

Quadrangle: Woodburn, KY.
UTM References: 16/539510/4073360

VBD Description: Beginning at a point on the east side of Hwy. 31W 150' 
from the NW corner of the main house, the boundary extends 
south along the east side of Hwy. 31W 350'; turning eastward, 
the line extends 300'; turning northward, extending 350'; 
then westward 300' to the point of beginning.

Justification: The house sits on a large tree-shaded lot. The boundary
is drawn to incorporate the setting and the two outbuildings 
which lie approximately 200' to the south of the main house.
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Verbal Boundary Description:

The boundary is a line parallel to the foundation of the building at a distance of 50 
feet.



B

Octagon Hall
Simpson County, Kentucky
Jayne C. Renderson
Kentucky Heritage Commission
Frankfort, Kentucky

Diagram 1
Floor and site plan 
not to scale.
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Sketch Map Not to Scale 
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