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1. Name

historic Claiborne Parish Courthouse

and/or common

2. Location

street & number Courthouse Square — not for publication

city, town Homer _—__vicinity of congressional district 4th—--Buddy Leach

state IA code 22 county Claiborne Parish code (27

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

___ district X public _X occupied ___ agriculture —__ museum

X_ building(s) - private ____unoccupied ___ commercial ____park

— structure —_both — work in progress — educational — private residence

— site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment — religious

____ object - in process ____yes: restricted _X__ government —_ scientific
_being considered X__ yes: unrestricted —_industrial —__transportation

—_no — military ____other:

4. Owner of Property

name Claiborne Parish Police Jury
street & number P.O. Box 270
city, town Homer —___ vicinity of state LA 71040

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds,’etc. Claiborne Parish Courthouse

street & number

city, town Homer state LA
6. Representation in Existing Surveys

titie La. Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined elegible? ____yes _X no
date 1981 __ federal __Xstate __ county ___local
depository for survey records La. State Historic Preservation Office

city, town Baton Rouge state LA




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent _ deteriorated ____ unaltered X original site
—X good ____ruins _X altered ____moved date
—_ fair ____ unexposed

Describe the present and original {if known) physical appearance

The Claiborne Parish Courthouse is set on a square near the center of the small
town of Hamer. Only two of the original live oak trees remain on the square.
Although the building dates from 1860, it has been substantially reworked numerous
times over the years. A 1964 renovation obliterated any evidence of the original
appearance of the interiors. Sources suggest that at one time the courtroom was
downstairs, but in the early-=twentieth century it was moved upstairs. In any case,
after 1964, the historic fabric of the courthouse consisted largely of a shell.
The following features remain intact fram the original building:
1. the common bond brick walls
2. most of the original window and door openings
3. the brick Doric colonnade which surrounds the building
4. the pyramid roof
5. the cupola.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
___ prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture ___ religion
____1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ____conservation —__law ____science
—1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics —_literature — sculpture
___1600-1699 _X architecture —_education — military —_social/
____1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering —____music humanitarian
X _1800-1899 ___ commerce — exploration/settlement __ philosophy — theater
—_1900- ____ communications —__industry X _ politics/government ____transportation
____invention . ‘ ___ other (specify)
Specific dates 1860 Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Criteria A and C

The Claiborne Parish Courthouse is significant on the state level in the area
of architecture because, despite the loss of much of the original architectural fabric,
the remaining building is still the only example of a two-story Greek Revival peripteral
style structure in the northern part of the state. In addition, it is one of four
extant antebellum courthouses in Louisiana.

The Claiborne Parish Courthouse is significant in the area of politics/government
because it has been the seat of parish government since its construction in 1860.



9. Majér Bibliographical References

Brasseaux, Carl A., Conrad, Glenn R., and Robison, R. Warren. The Courthouses of Ioua.sz.ana.

.. -USL Architecture Series No. 1, Center for Louisiana Stud:z.es, University of Southwestern ’

Iouisiana, Lafayette, 1977.

Conveyance Records, Claiborne Parish- Courthouse e CONTINUED)

10. Geographical Data "\,\T\*:.- | B0T

Acreage of nomil\ated property jﬂm‘;ﬁ&m&%@t L T
Quadrangle name __Homer, louisiana Quadrangle scale 1:62,500
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List all states |am'.l counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state ' ‘ code county code

state code county : ) code

11. Form Prepared By

namettitie + SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

i .
organization I date
street & number teiéphone
|
city or town ‘ state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

__i_national _X_ state — locai

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Pubiic Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the Nationai Register and certify that it has been evaiuated

accordi.'ng to the criteria and procedures set forth by t ritage Conservation a%f Recreation Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature J _ : ‘

title State Historic Preservatlon Offlcer date August 27, 1981
For: HCRS use only £ o A : : | LR e A
I hereby certify that this property is included in the Natlonal Register '
77
i date %

| GPO 938 B35
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11. Form Prepared By

Research for this nomination was done by:
Claiborne Parish Police Jury
The Honorable Malcolm R. Brown, President

P. 0. Box 270
Homer, IA 71040

Betty A. Gladney, Claiborne Parish Clerk of Court 318-927-9601
Fannie W. Greene, DAR Historian

Mattie Lee Watson, Claiborne Chapter DAR, Regent



thrf 30.&’ W.f.

Q,om,wuoﬁ ne
\Juo:,mwf Qo;lrocwm

IOS@A) ) —’Ofr.‘rw.’o.‘:gv

Seuth Main S4




