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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGJNAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This late Victorian s&yle, tKQ-storjLJCrame duelling was originally 
built as a one story cottage in the late 1800's. A second story has 
been added with sparkling fretwork around the porches, carved and turned 
spindels, paneled roof front, fancy door lights on both floors, balcony 
oveFTroht porch, , and floor length front windows on both floors.

A fancy patterned iron fence and posts extend around front and sides 
with Judge Bartlett's name on the front gate.

The interior of the house shows elaborate ^ggaster ornamentation, cornicejs 
and rosettes and recessed wood trim stairs in front hall and rooms opening 
from it.

The house is now used as Mercer University's Alumni Office and social 
center.

It is distinguished architecturally by the elaborate porches which create 
a lattice-work, screen-veranda effect for the front facade and around 
the front corners; the multi-gabled roof; and the pediments over the front 
entrance and second-story porch creating an imposing double-^pedimented 
major feature at the entrance.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

This is the late Victorian style home of Congressman Charles L. Bartlet 
whose name is imprinted on the iron gate at the entrance to the property, 
and it is now the W. G. Lee Alumni House of Mercer University.

The house was originally built in the Id^O's as a one story dwelling an 
some years later the second story and some embellishment were added. Mercer 
University acquired the property twenty-three years ago and rejuvenated it 
for use as faculty apartments, infirmary, girls dormitory, and now alumni 
house.

Bartlett began his career as a public servant in i860 by acting as 
attorney for the City of Macon after having come here from Monticello follow 
ing the close of the War. In 1882 and again in 1882* Bartlett was elected 
to the State Legislature as a delegate from Bibb County; in 1888 he was 
elected to the State Senate.

At the 1892 Democratic convention at Indian Springs, Bartlett*s name 
was placed in nomination for Congressman from the Sixth Congressional Dis 
trict, but was withdrawn before the election. The following year Bartlett 
was appointed to succeed the beloved Judge A. L* Miller as judge of the 
Superior Court. Bat he served only one year, resigning his position to run 
for Congress from the Sixth District of Georgia. This time fee was success 
ful, and he served his district and state in this capacity for twenty years.

It was Congressman Bartlett who in 1902 sponsored a bill to appropriate 
funds for the construction of the beautiful marble building which served as 
Macon 1 s post office for over sixty years and is now used to house Federal 
offices and as a post office annex.

In 1909 President Taf t and his party visited Macon and were entertained 
at an elaborate breakfast in the home of Congressman Charles L. Bartlett 
on Ash Street.

Property of Mercer University since 1939, the house was r9ise@eated.lii 
1962 and has become the a*, W. G. Lee Alumni House. Br. Lee was a trustee 
of Mercer and prominent in many of Macon'a activities. His responsibilities 
included being Sixth District Savings Chairman, director of the American 
Camellia Society, president of the Macon Rotary Club, vice-president of the 
State Chamber of Commerce, director of the Georgia State Fiar, chairman of 
the board of Alexander 17 School, chairman of the Baconsfield Park Conmisd- 
ion, member of Macon City Council, officer of the first National Bank and 
Trust Company, and a member of the President's Advisory Committee of 
Mercer University.
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