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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Ralph Waldo Emerson House stands southwest of Cambridge Turnpike 
near i t s intersection with Lexington Road i n Concord, Massachusetts. 
The house was b u i l t i n 1828-29 by John T. Coolidge f o r his son Charles. 
Emerson purchased i t , with some 2 acres of land, i n 1835. He subse
quently added to the property, bringing i t to the current 9 acres. 
Immediately to the rear of the house are a garden (maintained much as i t 
was i n Emerson's day), the o r i g i n a l wooden barn, and a small shed. The 
remainder of the property, which reaches to Walden Street, i s a sloping 
meadow, through the center of which flows M i l l Brook. 

When Emerson purchased the 2-story frame and clapboard house, i t con
sisted of an L-shaped main block with hipped roof and a rear service wing 
with pitched roof. In 1836, he added two rooms at the southwest corner of 
the main block, giving i t a square shape. The upper of those rooms, known 
as the "Straw Carpet Chamber", was altered and enlarged (by the addition of 
a bay window) i n 1857. At the same time, another room, lighted by a shed 
dormer, was created i n the a t t i c on the southwest side of the house. Named 
"the den", i t was intended as a work area f o r Emerson, though he rar e l y used 
i t . Entrances to the house are located at the center of the northeast ( f r o n t ) 
and southeast elevations; each i s covered by a 1-story porch with Doric 
columns and f u l l entablature. Windows are 6/6 double-hung sash with louvered 
blinds. 

The i n t e r i o r of the house follows a center h a l l plan with two large, 
square rooms at either side. To the l e f t of the f r o n t entrance are a 
guest room, which Emerson called the "Pilgrim's Chamber", and the dining room, 
with the kitchen i n the service wing beyond. To the r i g h t are Emerson's 
study, i n which the major part of his reading and w r i t i n g was done, and the 
parlor. On the second f l o o r are four bedrooms; notable features of the 
master bedroom are two alcoves reached through round-headed, keystoned arches. 

The Emerson House was seriously damaged by a f i r e i n July, 1872. 
Starting i n the a t t i c , i t destroyed the roof and much of the second f l o o r . 
Most of the contents of the house were saved, however, and funds subscribed 
by Emerson's friends paid for a complete restoration of the building. 

The Emerson House i s now maintained i n good condition. A l l of i t s rooms 
remain as they were aft e r the 1872-73 restoration except the study, whose 
contents were removed to the Concord Antiquarian Society and replaced by 
duplicate pieces about 1930. 

i 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This large but unpretensious frame house was the home of the noted 
poet, essayist and philosopher Ralph Waldo Emerson from the time of his 
second marriage i n 1835 u n t i l his death i n 1882. A l l of his major works, 
including Nature (1836), "The American Scholar" (1837), the two volumes 
of Essays (1841, 1844), Representative Men (1850), and English Traits (1856), 
were prepared here. Though most famous during his l i f e t i m e as a lecturer, 
Emerson i s now best known for his essays, most often adapted from his lectures, 
which express his personal transcendental philosophy of an organic universe 
predicated not only on the power of man to change things but on the goodness 
of change i t s e l f . 

The house, which Emerson purchased, had been constructed in 1828-29. • '[ 
Seriously damaged by f i r e i n 1872, i t was immediately restored, largely by 
private subscriptions from Emerson's friends. Following the deaths of 
Emerson's wife and children, the l a s t of them i n 1930, the Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Memorial Association was created to administer the property. The house i s 
furnished as i t was during Emerson's l i f e t i m e with the exception of the 
study, the o r i g i n a l contents of which have been removed to the Concord 
Antiquarian Society. The Emerson House i s open to the public from A p r i l 15 
to October 31, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday. 

BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY 

Ralph Waldo Emerson, born i n Boston on May 25, 1803, was the descendant 
of a long l i n e of ministers. His father William, pastor of Boston's F i r s t 
Church, died i n 1811, leaving Emerson's mother to bring up f i v e sons i n 
fi n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t y . I n 1814, the family moved to Concord, where Emerson's 
mother and his aunt, Mary Moody Emerson, raised the children with an eye to 
the education and vocation dictated by t h e i r ancestry. 

Emerson was sent to Boston Latin School and then, by means of scholarships 
and part-time teaching, was able to attend Harvard College, graduating 
i n 1821. I n order to save money for attending Harvard D i v i n i t y School and 
to help pay for the education of his younger brothers, he taught for the 
next four years i n the g i r l s ' school established by his older brother William. 
Emerson entered the D i v i n i t y School i n 1825 and was licensed for the ministry 
the following year. However, family circumstances and his own poor health 
as well as f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t y delayed his career. I n 1829, Emerson was 
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ordained as minister of the Second Church i n Boston. That same year, he 
married Ellen Tucker of New Hampshire. 

Though Emerson rapidly won a reputation for his eloquence i n the p u l p i t , 
he was unable to cope with routine pastoral demands and, more s i g n i f i c a n t l y , 
began to repudiate the r e s t r i c t i n g character of Ch r i s t i a n i t y i n general, 
which, i n his view, f a i l e d to nuture. the moral nature of man. Emerson's own sermons 
were unusually free of t r a d i t i o n a l doctrine; he divested Chr i s t i a n i t y 
of a l l external and h i s t o r i c a l supports, making i t s basis the individual's 
private i n t u i t i o n of moral law and i t s test a l i f e of v i r t u e and character. 
An opponent of a l l forms, he wanted a freer and larger sphere of influence 
and, following his wife's death i n 1831, abruptly resigned his pastorate. 

In 1832 Emerson traveled to Europe where he became more closely acquainted 
with the philosophy of German idealism and talked with Landor, M i l l , Words
worth, Coleridge, and Carlyle; his meeting with the l a t t e r led to a corres
pondence which lasted almost f o r t y years. At home again i n 1833, he estab
lished himself as a lyceum lecturer, beginning with courses i n natural history 
and biography. In 1834 he returned to Concord and the following year, i n 
preparation for his marriage to Lydia Jackson of Plymouth, Massachusetts, 
purchased the house i n which he would l i v e for the rest of his l i f e . There 
he settled into a quiet domestic routine of w r i t i n g i n the morning, walking 
alone i n the afternoon, and tal k i n g with his family and friends i n the evening— 
a pattern interrupted only by tr a v e l and lecture engagements. 

i , 

Emerson had begun i n 1833 to work on an explanation of his personal 
philosophy, which he published anonymously i n 1836 i n the form of a short 
book e n t i t l e d Nature; t h i s was his essential statement and a l l of his 
subsequent work was an extension, amplification or amendment of the ideas 
i t affirmed. The heart of Emerson's philosophy, as the t i t l e of his book 
suggests, was the organic concept, a be l i e f i n a l i v i n g nature s t i l l i n 
the process of becoming, a nature immanent with s p i r i t , f u l f i l l i n g the 
ideas of God and also capable of f u l f i l l i n g the ideas of man. In t h i s Emersonian 
conception, man was not estranged from nature, but intimate with her, sharing 
the flow of her s p i r i t u a l tides, and able, by means of his own creative powers 
of perception, to grasp her law and, thereby, with his ideas, to be himself 
a creator of the as-yet-unformed future. The essential and l i b e r a t i n g idea 
of Nature, to be applied i n Emerson's l a t e r work to a l l aspects of human l i f e , 
was that by his own constitution and by the corresponding constitution of 
the universe, man was not the v i c t i m of his environment. Mind, not matter, 
was supreme. Ideas were sovereign,and with them as his instruments man could 
shape the universe to his needs. 
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ordained as minister of the Second Church in Boston. That same year, he 
married Ellen Tucker of New Hampshire. 

Though Emerson rapidly won a reputation for his eloquence in the pulpit, 
he was unable to cope with routine pastoral demands and, more significantly, 
began to repudiate the restricting character of Christianity in general, 
which, in his view, failed to nuture t he moral nature of man. Emerson's own sermons 
were .unusually fre~ of traditional doctrine; he divested Christianity 
of all external and historical supports, making its basis the individual's 
private intuition of moral law and its test a life of virtue and character. 
An opponent of all forms, he wanted a freer and larger sphere of influence 
and, following his wife's death in 1831, abruptly resigned his pastorate. 

In 1832 Emerson traveled to Europe where he became more closely acquainted 
with the philosophy of German idealism and talked with Landor, Mill, Words
worth, Coleridge, and Carlyle; his meeting with the latter led to a corres
pondence which lasted almost forty years. At home again in 1833, he estab
lished himself as a lyceum lecturer, beginning with courses in natural history 
and biography. In 1834 he returned to Concord and the following year, in 
preparation for his marriage to Lydia Jackson of Plymouth, Massachusetts, 
purchased the house in which he would live for the rest of his life. There 
he settled into a quiet domestic routine of writing in the morning, walking 
alone in the afternoon, and talking with his family and friends in the evening-
a pattern interrupted only by travel and lecture engagements. 

Emerson had begun in 1833 to work on an explanat.ion of his personal 
philosophy, which he published anonymously in 1836 in the form of a short 
book entitled Nature; this was his essential statement and all of his 
subsequent work was an extension, amplification or amendment of the ideas 
it affirmed. The heart of Emerson's philosophy, as the title of his book 
suggests, was the organic concept, a belief in a living nature still in 
the process of becoming, a nature immanent with spirit, fulfilling the 
ideas of God and also capable of fulfilling the ideas of man. In this Emersonian 
conception, man was not estranged from nature, but intimate with her, sharing 
the flow of her spiritual tides, and able, by means of his own creative powers 
of perception, to grasp her law and, thereby , with his ideas, to be himself 
a creator of the as-yet-unformed future. The essential and liberating idea 
of Nature, to be applied in Emerson's later work to all aspects of human life, 
was that by his own constitution and by the corresponding constitution of 
the universe, man was not the victim of his environment. Mind, not matter, 
was supreme. Ideas were sovereign,and with them as his instruments man could 
shape the universe to his needs. 
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Emerson translated Nature into specific terms i n 1837 with his Phi Beta 
Kappa address at Harvard, "The American Scholar", which Oliver Wendell Holmes 
called "our i n t e l l e c t u a l Declaration of Independence". In that address, 
Emerson described the duties and resources of the liberated i n t e l l e c t u a l i n 
America, who would f u l f i l l his own genius by abandoning the t r a d i t i o n a l i n s t i 
tutions of culture and i n nature exploring the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of his own new 
world. In e f f e c t , he put the scholar above the p r i e s t , making him the ser
vant of t r u t h whose duty was the "conversion of the world". 

In 1836, Emerson had been instrumental i n forming the group known as 
the Transcendental Club, which continued to meet regularly for discussion 
u n t i l 1843; i t s members included Bronson Alc o t t , Orestes Bronson, Theodore 
Parker, and James Freeman Clarke, and Henry David Thoreau was a frequent guest. 
When the group began to publish i t s magazine, The D i a l , under the editorship 
of Margaret Fuller i n July, 1840, Emerson became a major contributor. Between 
1842 and the f i n a l appearance of The Dial i n 1844, Emerson himself was i t s 
editor,though he was far more interested i n the poetry and metaphysics which 
appeared i n the magazine than i n the p r a c t i c a l aspects of the various reform 
programs i t proposed. 

Emerson consolidated his reputation with the publication of his two series 
of Essays i n 1841, becoming for much of mid-century America the spokes
man for a new r e l i g i o n which squared with the times even while supplying a 
method for c r i t i c i z i n g them. In 1845 Emerson delivered the series of lectures 
which he published i n 1850 as Representative Men and the next year issued his 
Poems. Though Emerson thought poetry the highest form of utterance and always 
referred to himself as a poet, he did not publish another volume of verse 
u n t i l 1867, when May-Day and Other Pieces appeared. On a lecture tour of 
England i n 1847, Emerson v i s i t e d Carlyle again and met Macaulay, Thackeray, 
Dickens, and Tenneyson; the t r i p provided the basis for a series of lectures 
delivered the next season and published i n 1856 as English T r a i t s . 

Emerson's chief occupation during the 1850's was p o l i t i c s . He had opposed 
the annexation of Texas and the Fugitive-Slave Law and now f i l l e d his journal 
with comments on the great issue rapidly d i v i d i n g the country. He advocated 
sending arms to the anti-slavery faction i n Ka:nsas, made a number of a n t i -
slavery speeches, and championed John Brown when the l a t t e r arrived at 
Concord i n 1857. 

Emerson continued with his lecturing and, to some extent, his w r i t i n g 
after 1860 but, with the exception of May-Day, his work was marked by waning 
powers. He acknowledged th i s i n "Teriainus", w r i t t e n i n 1866: " I t i s time 
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to be old/ To take i n sail...Contract thy firament/ To compass of a tent". 
When his home was seriously damaged by f i r e i n July, 1872, James Russell 
Lowell and other friends provided funds to make good the loss and to allow 
Emerson a vacation while work on the house was completed. He v i s i t e d Europe, 
sa t i s f i e d an old desire to see the Valley of the Nil e , and then r e t i r e d to 
Concord where he spent his remaining years. Emerson attempted some further 
w r i t i n g — L e t t e r s and Social Aims was published i n 1876, but only after James 
E l l i o t Cabot had been called i n to sort out the muddled manuscripts—but i n 
general he s l i d into a serene and d i g n i f i e d s e n i l i t y , which ended with his 
death i n A p r i l , 1882. 

Following the deaths of Emerson's wife and children, the last of which 
occurred i n 1930, the Ralph Waldo Emerson Memorial Association was formed 
to preserve the poet's house at Concord. Concern for the safety of the 
contents of Emerson's study prompted t h e i r removal to the nearby headquarters 
of the Concord Antiquarian Society. With that exception, the house and i t s 
furnishings remain as they were after the restoration of 1872-73. 
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Ralph Waldo Emerson House, Concord, Massachusetts 
Verbal Boundary Description (continued) 
lines of Parcel 242 to the southern curbline of Cambridge Turnpike; thence, along 
said southern curbline to the point of beginning. 
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to be old/ To take i n sail...Contract thy firmament/ To compass of a tent". 
When his home was seriously damaged by f i r e i n July, 1872, James Russell 
Lowell and other friends provided funds to make good the loss and to allow 
Emerson a vacation while work on the house was completed. He v i s i t e d Europe, 
sa t i s f i e d an old desire to see the Valley of the Nil e , and then r e t i r e d to 
Concord where he spent his remaining years. Emerson attempted some further 
w r i t i n g — L e t t e r s and Social Aims was published i n 1876, but only after James 
E l l i o t Cabot had been called i n to sort out the muddled manuscripts—but i n 
general he s l i d into a serene and d i g n i f i e d s e n i l i t y , which ended with his 
death i n A p r i l , 1882. 

Following the deaths of Emerson's wife and children, the la s t of which 
occurred i n 1930,the Ralph Waldo Emerson Memorial Association was formed 

;^to preserve the poet's house at Concord. Cqrcern for the safety of the 
contents of Emerson's study prompted t h e i r removal to the nearby headquarters 
of the Concord Antiquarian Society. With that exception, the house and i t s 

fc-'furnishing remain as they were afterArestoration of 1872-73. 
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SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES - ENCLOSE WITH MAP 

NAME 
HISTORIC Ralph Waldo Emerson House 

AND/OR COMMON 

Ralph Waldo Emerson House 

LOCATION 
CITY. TOWN VICINITY OF COUNTY STATE 

Concord Middlesex Massachusetts 

MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE assessors map prepared from a e r i a l photograph 

SCALE 1 " = 1 0 0 " DATE 1 2 / 7 2 

REQUIREMENTS 
TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. PROPERTY BOUNDARIES 
2. NORTH ARROW 
3. UTM REFERENCES 

I N T : 2 9 8 6 - 7 5 







The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

September 10, 2013 

J. Paul Loether 
National Park Service 2280, 8th Floor 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 I (eye) Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

Re: Address changes for properties listed on the NRHP 

As we digitize our inventory of historic resources, we are discovering discrepancies in property 
addresses due to renumbering, changing the address to a side street that abuts the parcel, or 
assigning a precise address where none had existed. In some cases, property owners have notified 
us of an incorrect address. We are, therefore, writing to request technical corrections in the 
National Register records for the following: 

Chelsea (Suffolk County) 
• Chelsea Garden Cemetery (NRIND 2/9/2001 )-:new adrl~s 70 Central A venue 

(formerly Shawmut Street) of Ooo t? ~ flf 7w~ .. 
Cheshire (Berkshire County) 

• Hall's Tavern (NRIND 3/10/1983}-new ,,.address is 31 North Street (formerly North 

Street) ~ Joc«JD .5 0'-o / 
Cohasset (Norfolk County) 

• Pratt Historic Building (NRIND 9/7 /2006}-new address is , 6-110 South Main Street 
(formerly 106 South Main Street) ()t; C,();:~.'> 8 {4 

C0 rd (Middlesex County) 
• Emerson, Ralph Waldo House (NRIND/NHL 1,0/15/1966; NRDIS 9/13/1977)-new 

address is 18 Cambridge Tltrnpike (form -I µ ambridge Turnpike near intersection of 

• 

Lexington Road) .;;:-·, :"-y(")(~ 1 · L ._ .. \ii -- . .... 

Sleepy Hollow Cemetery (NRIND 8/19/1998}-no/ address is 34A Bedford Street 
(formerly 24 Court Lane) q tCS>Cb9 ~ \ < 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.state.ma. us/sec/mhc 



Dennis (Barnstable County) 
• West Schoolhouse NRIN · 

Nobscusset Road) / S 
4/24/1975}--new addresvs-61 Whig Street (formerly 

r lG · ~ 
• Dennis, Josiah Manse (NRIND 2/15/ 1974}-- new address is 61 Whig Street (formerly 

Nobscusset Road and Whig Street) West Schoolhouse and Josaih Dennis Manse, which 
stand adjacent to each other, have the same address . 7 ir -'" ,·,·1 •· "' ' i\ .. 

Easton (Bristol County) 
• N011h Easton Railroad Station/Old Colony Railroad Station (NRIND 4/11/72; NRDIS 

11/3/1972 and 12/23/1987; NHL 12/23/1987}--new address is 80 Mechanic Street 
(formerly Oliver Street or off Oliver St along railroad right of way) 7 2, <!JO~ l 

Holden (Worcester County) 
• Willard-Fisk Farm (NRIND 2/23/1996}--new address is 121 Whitney Street (formerly 

123 hirncy Stn~et ~ 

Wilmington (Middlesex County) 
• We cho lhou e (NRIND 2/23/1990)- ne\ add re~ is 141 haw he n verrnc 

(formerly Shawsheen Avenue at Aldrich Road) Cft> ; '- ,) , .:._; . .' ~ 

Winthrop (Suffolk County) 
• Newton, Edward B. School (NRJND 8/21/1997}-- new ad~s· ts 131 Pauline Street 

(formerly 45 Pauline Street) (,.?-r 
\ ' . 

• Winthrop, Deane House (NRIND/TRA, First Period Buildings of Eastern MA, 
3/9/1990)--,new addr ss is 34 hfrley StTt:et (formerl 40 Sl1irl y SLr t) q oct,/ G <" 

Woburn (Middlesex County) 
• U.S. Post Office-Woburn Center Station (NRIND 10/19/1987}--new address is 1 Abbott 

StTe-e t (former! 2 • bbott treet) !GOO J 't) 'f 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 
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NAME/TITLE pQ -̂ĵ y R e t t i g , H i s t o r i a n , Landmark Review P r o j e c t ; o r i g i n a l form pre-

parftd hy .T, W/jWp.r riolpman, Hi .<;for ian, 10/19/f i1 
ORGANIZATION ORGANIZATION 

Historic Sites Survey, NPS 
DATE 

1/15/75 
STREETS NUMBER 

1100 L S t ree t NW 
TELEPHONE 

202-523-5464 
CITY OR TOWN 

Washington 20240 
STATE 

D i s t r i c t o f Columbia 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE j j / A N a t i o n a l H l s t o r i c L a n d n a r k 

TITLE DATE 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

DATE 

DIRECTOR. OFFICE OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
iiWiEST; DATE 

KEEPER OFTHE NATIONAL REGISTER 



physical Description, Ralph Waldo Emerson House, Cone, J, Massachusetts 

The Ralph Waldo Emerson House stands southwest of Cambridge Turnpike 

near i t s intersection with Lexington Road i n Concord, Massachusetts. The 

house was b u i l t i n 1828-29.by John T. Coolidge for his son Charles. Emerson 

purchased i t , with some 2 acres of land, i n 1835. He subsequently added to 

the property, bringing i t to the current 9 acres. Immediately to the rear 

of the house are a garden (maintained much as i t was i n Emerson's day), the 

o r i g i n a l wooden barn,and a small shed. The remainder of the property, which 

reaches to Walden Street, is a sloping meadow, through the center of which 

flows M i l l Brook. P*. «^ ' • •'"''•r ' '•. . • ' ' . ,. 

I'Jhen Emerson purchased the 2-story frame and clapboard house, i t con

sisted of an L-shaped main block with hipped roof and a rear service w'ng 

with pitched roof. In 1836, he added two rooms at the southwest corner of 

the main block, giving i t a square shape. The upper of those rooms, known 

as the "Straw Carpet Chamber", was altered and enlarged (by the addition of 

a bay window) i n 1857. At the same time, another room, lighted by a shed 

dormer, was created i n the a t t i c on the southwest side of the house. Named 

"the den", i t was intended as a work area for Emerson, though he rarely used 

i t . Entrances to the house are located at the center of the northeast ( f r o n t ) 

and southeast elevations; each is covered by a 1-story porch with Doric 

columns and f u l l entablature. Windows are 6/6 double-hung sash with louvered 

blinds. .•- . > '" " -i', • . /.̂.y,,..;/;-'' '<.'' 

The i n t e r i o r of the house follows a center h a l l plan with two large, 

square rooms at either side. To the l e f t of the front entrance are a 

guest room, which Emerson called the "Pilgrim's Chamber", and the dining room, 

with the kitchen i n the service wing beyond. To the r'ght are Emerson's 

study, i n which the major part of his read?ng and w r i t i n g was done, and the 

parlor. On the second f l o o r are four bedrooms; notable features of the 

master bedroom are two alcoves reached through round-headed, keystoned arches. 



Physical Description, Ralph Waldo Emerson House - page 2 

The Emerson House was seriously damaged by a f i r e In July, 1372. 

Starting i n the a t t i c , i t destroyed the roof and much of the second floor. 

Most of the contents of the house were saved, however, and funds subscribed 

by Emerson's friends paid for a complete restoration of the building. 

The Emerson House is now maintained i n good condition. A l l of I t s rooms 

remain as they were a f t e r the 1872-73 restoration except the study, whose 

contents were removed to the Cono) rd Ant quarian Society and replaced by 

duplicate pieces about 1930. , 

.n 



Statement of significance, Ralph Waldo Emerson House, Concord, Massachusetts 

This large but unpretensious frame house was the home of the noted 

poet, essayist and philosopher Ralph Waldo Emerson from the time of his 

second marriage i n 1835 u n t i l his death i n 1G82, A l l of his major works, 

including Nature (1836), "The American Scholar" (1837), the two volumes 

of Essays (1841,1844), Representative Men (1850), and English Traits (1856), 

were prepared here. Though most famous during his l i f e t i m e as a lecturer, 

Emerson is now best known for his essays, most often adapted from his lectures, 

which express his personal transcendental philosophy cf an organic universe 

predicated not only on the power of man to change things but on the goodness 

of change i t s e l f . ^-f'- ^ 

The house, which Emerson purchased, had been constructed i n 1828-29. 

Seriously damaged by f i r e i n 1872, i t was immediately restored, largely by 

private subscriptions from Emerson's friends. Following the deaths of 

Emerson's wife and children, the last of them in 1930, the Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Memorial Association was created to administer the property, the house is 

furnished as i t was during Emerson's l i f e t i m e with the exception of the 

study, the o r i g i n a l contents of which have been removed to the Concord 

Antiquarian Society, The Emerson House is open to the public from A p r i l 15 

to October 31, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Saturday, 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday. 

Biographical Summary *̂  

Ralph Waldo Emerson, born i n Boston on May 25, 1803, was the descendant 

of a long l i n e of ministers. His father William, pastor of Boston's F i r s t 

Church, died i n 1811, leaving Emerson's mother to bring up f i v e sons in 

f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t y . In 1814, the family moved to Concord, where Emerson's 

y^o the r and his aunt. Marj^^^oody^merson, raised the children with an eye to 

the education and vocation dictated by t h e i r ancestry, • , . . ' 

Emerson was sent to Boston Latin School and then , by means of scholar-



Statement of Signlfirfahce, Ralph Waldo Emerson House - page 2 

ships and part-time teaching, was able to attend Harvard College, graduating 

i n 1821. In order to save money f . r attending Harvard D i v i n i t y Schorl and 

Ui^'o help pay for th^i^educ^lon of his younger brothers, he taught for the 

next four years In the g i r l s ' school established by his older brother William. 

Emerson entered the D i v i n i t y School In i r 2 5 and was 1'censed for the ministry 

the following year. However, family circumstances and his own poor health 

as well as f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t y delayed his career. In 1-2'̂ ', Emerson was 

ordained as minister of the Second Church In Boston. That same year, he 

married Ellen Tucker of New Hampshire, •- ', 

Though Emerson rapidly won a reputation for his eloquence i n the p u l p i t , 

he was unable to cope with routine pastoral demands and , more s i g n i f i c a n t l y , 

1 began to repud.iate the r e s t r i c t i n g character of C h r i s t i a n i t y In general, 

t - ^ ^ i c h . In his v'ew, f a i l e d t ^ ^ u t u r e the moral nature^^^^^^jran^ Emerson's own 

sermonJI^ were unusually free of t r a d i t i o n a l doctrine; he divested C h r i s t i a n i t y 

of a l l external and h i s t o r i c a l supports, making i t s basis the Individual's 

private I n t u i t i o n of moral law and I t s test a l i f e of virtue and character. \''}. }, 

An opponent of a l l forms, he wanted a freer and larger sphere of influence 

and, following his wife's death i n 1831, abruptly resigned his pastorate. _ 

In 1832 Emerson traveled to Europe where he became more closely actiualnted f 

with the philosophy of German idealism and talked with Landor, M ^ l l , Words

worth, Coleridge, and Carlyle; his meeting with the l a t t e r led to a corres

pondence which lasted almost f o r t y years. At home again In 1£33, he estab

lished himself as a lyceum lecturer, beginning with courses in natural history 

and biography. In 1834 he returned to Concord and the following year. In 

preparation for his marriage to Lydla Jac'-.son of Plymouth, Massachusetts, 

purchased the house i n which he would l i v e for the rest of his l i f e . There 

he settled i n t o a quiet domestic routine of w r i t i n g in the m.orning,Walking 

alone i n the afternoon, and talking with his family and friends i n the evenlng--
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Statement of S i g n i f i ^ n c e , Ralph Waldo Emerson House page 3 

a pattern interrupted only by tr a v e l and lecture engagements. 

Emerson had begun In 1833 to work on an explanation of his personal 

philosophy, which he published anonymously i n 1836 i n the form of a short 

book e n t i t l e d Nature; this was his essential statement and a l l of his 

subsequent work was an extension, amplification or amendment of the Ideas 

i t affirmed. The heart of Emerson's philosophy, as the t i t l e of his book 

suggests, was the organic concept , a b e l i e f In a l i v i n g nature s t i l l i n 

the process of becoming, a nature immanent with s p i r i t , f u l f i l l i n g the 

ideas of God and also capable of f u l f i l l i n g the ideas of man. In t h i s Emersonian 

conception, man was not estranged from nature, but intimate with her, sharing 

the flow of her s p i r i t u a l tides, and able, by means of his own creative powers 

of perception, to grasp her law and, theifby, with his ideas, to be himself 

a creator of the as-yet-unformed foture. The essential and l i b e r a t i n g idea 

of Nature, to be applied i n Emerson's l a t e r work to a l l aspects of human l i f e , 

was'that by his own constitution and by the corresponding constitution of 

the universe, man was not thg_vijctim of his environment. Mind, not matter, 

was supreme. Ideas wer^soverlgn, ^nd with them as his instruments man could 

shape the universe to his needs. U ' T \' •• ' 

Emerson translated Nature into specific terms i n 1837 with his Phi Beta 

Kappa address at Harvard, "The American Scholar", which Oliver Wendell Holmes 

called "our I n t e l l e c t u a l Declaration of Independence". In tha^^^addr^es^ (»(••" ' - ' 

Emerson described the duties and resources of the liberated I n t e l l e c t u a l i n 

America, who would f u l f i l l his own genius by abandoning the t r a d i t i o n a l i n s t i 

tutions of culture and in nature exploring the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of his own new 

world. In e f f e c t , he put the scholar above the pr i e p t , making him the ser-

vant of t r u t h whose duty was the "conversion of the world". 

In 1836, Eserson had been Instrumental In forming the group known as 

the Transcendental Club, which continued to m.eet regularly for discussion 



Statement of Significance, Ralph Waldo Emerson House - page 4 

u n t i l 1843; i t s members included Brons'n A l c o t t , Orestes Bronson, Theodore 

Par'-.er, and James Freeman Clarke, and Henry David Thoreau was a f requenf;^^^^st. 

When the group began to publish i t s magazine. The D i a l , under the editorship 

of Margaret Fuller i n July, 1840, Emerson became a major contributor. Between 

1842 and the f i n a l appearance of The Dial i n 1844, Emerson himself was i t s 

editor, though he was f a r more interested i n the poetry and metaphysics which 

appeared i n the magazine than i n the pr a c t i c a l aspects of the various reform 

programs i t proposed. v 

i ,V Emerson consolidated his reputation with the publication of his two series 

of Essays i n 1841 and 1344, becoming for much of mid-century America the spokes

man for a new r e l i g i o n which squared with the times even while supplying a 

method for c r i t i c i z i n g them. In 1845 Emerson delivered the series of lectures 

which he published i n 1-50 as Representative Men and the next year issued his 

Poems. Though Emerson thought poetry the highest form of utterance and always 

referred to himself as a poet, he did not publish another volume of verse 

u n t i l 1867, when May-Day and Other Pieces appeared. On a lecture tour of 

England i n 1847, Emerson v i s i t e d Carlyle again and met Macaulay, Thackeray, 

Dickens, and Tenneyson; the t r i p provided the basis for a series of lectures 

delivered the next season and published i n 1856 as English Trai ts. 

Emerson's chief occupation during the l^SO's was p o l i t i c s . He had opposed 

the annexation of Texas and the Fugitive-Slave Law and now f i l l e d his journal 

with comments on the great issue rapidly dividing the country. He advocated 

sending arms to the anti-slavery faction i n '(ansas, made a numiber of a n t i -

slavery speeches, and championed John Brown when the l a t t e r arrived at 

Concord i n 1857, ., .v ^ 

Emerson continued with his lecturing and, to some extent, his w r i t i n g 

w^fter 1860 but, with the exception ogQtey-DayTjhis work was marked by waning 

powers. He acknowledged this i n "Terminus", w r i t t e n i n 1866: " I t is time 
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to be old/ To take i n sail..,Contract thy firmament/ To compass of a tent". 

IiHien his h4me was seriously damaged by f i r e in July, 1872, James Russell 

Lowell and other friends provided funds to ma'e good the loss and to allow 

Emerson a vacation while work on the house was completed. Ke v i s i t e d Europe, 

sa t i s f ed an old desire to see the Valley cf the Ni l e , and then reti r e d to 

Concord where he spent his remaining years. Emerson attempted some further 

writlng--Letters and Social Aims was published i n 1876, but only a f t e r James 

^ l _ i o ^ Cabot had been called In to sort out the muddled manuscripts—but i n 

general he s l i d into a serene and di g n i f i e d s e n i l i t y , which ended x^ith his 

death i n A p r i l , 1G82. r ^ i . . '" ̂^ V 

Following the deaths of Emerson's w'fe and children, the last of which 

C'occurred^ln 1930, the Ralph Waldo Emerson Memorial Association was f rmed 
— , „„ --^ 

to preserve the poet's house at Concord. (^Concern r ^ r the safety of the 

contents of Emerson's study prompted t h e i r removal to the nearby headquarters 

of the Concord Antiquarian Society. With that exception, the house and i t s 

furnish^ngs^remaIn as they were aft^r%:he ̂ -e^oration of 1872-73, 
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November 7, 1935 

Memorandum for the Solicitor: 

You have requested a memorandum on the question of whether, 
under the authority granted by the act of August 21, 1935, 
Public No. 29 2, 74th Congress, the United States can acquire 
iCmercon's Concord house. This historic house is now owned by 
a IJira. .John Ames. Because she is not in a position to preserve 
i t adeqxiately, she is considering i t s sale. 

There is authority under section 2(d) of the Mstoric Sites 
Act to "acquire in the name of the I'nited •-'tates by g i f t , purchase, 
or otherwise any property, personal or real, or any interest or 
estate therein," for the purpose of preserving for public use 
hidtixric sites, buildings and objects of national significance 
for phe inspiration md benefit of the people of the 'jnited i^tates. 
That Qnerson's Concord house is one of historic signifiCRnce with
in the meaning of this act I have no doubt. . 

There i s , however, no fund available for purchasing the prop
erty, and the act provides specifically "That no such property 
shall be acquired or contract or agreement for the acquisition 
thereof made which w i l l obligate the general fund of the Treasury 
for the payment of such property, unless or u n t i l Congress has 
appropriated money which is available for that purpose." Accord
ingly, an appropriation by Congress w i l l have to be made. 

My suggestion is that a study should be made by the Historic 
Division of the National Park Service. I f the property is found 
sufficiently desirable, either a donation through a private citizen 
ean be arranged or an appropriation by Congress can be requested. 

Assistant Solicitor. 
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..,;v,; -̂  ̂' • November 23, 1935 

Dear Nathan: 

I mould suggest that you f o l l w through the 

recommendation made i n Stinson's memorandum and 

suggest that the His to r i c Div i s ion of the National 

Park Service make a study of the s i t u a t i o n . 

' S ' f V* - Ben U.C, 
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UNITZD STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OBl'ICE OF THE SOLICITOR 
MSHINGTON 

Decanber 3, 1935 ' : f 

Memo ran dtim to the 
National Park Service "> 

Attention: Mr. Chatelain ^ , 

My attention has been called to the fact that Emerson*a ^ 
Concord house is about to be sold. I t is now owned by one Mrs. 
John Ames, but she is considering disposing of i t because she is not 
in a position to preserve i t adequately. 

My informant desired to know whether the United States could 
acquire i t under the Historical Sites Act of August 21, 1935. I t 
was pointed out in respoofie that there is authority under this act 
to accept donations of such historical sites but that a purchase 
can be made only when Congress appropriates money for that purpose. 

I am not in a position to know what action you cere to take on 
the acquisition of this property. I do uiiderstand, however, that 
you are well equipped to make a historical study on the basis of 
which i t can be decided as an administrative matter whether i t i s 
desirable to arrange either a purchase or a donation. Accordingly, 
I call the site and i t s present status as to ownership tp your 
attention for such further action as you think advisable. 

Nathan R. Margold 
Solicitor 



UNITEDSTATES 
V DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON 

•̂oeaaber 9, 1936 

l^oranduB for Mr. Gardner: 

There ar« attached for your information eopies of 

Biaaoranda frm the Solioitor's Offie* eonoaming SBaraon^c 

home in Conoord. 

We protebly wil l be getting calls from Tarloae aonrcea 

for information on this plaee, so tbat a study should be 

Bade as soon as possible. 

Herman Eahn 

Snelosnre 743S81 



U N I T E D S T A T E S 

D E P A R T M E N T of the I N T E R I O R 
• *news release 

^ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Foley-Littleton - Int. 4895 

For Release DECEMBER 29, 1962 

SECRETARY UDALL ANNOUNCES 65 SITES ELIGIBLE FOR REGISTERED NATIONAL 

HISTORIC LMIDMARK RECOGNITION 

A sweeping panorama of prehistory and history from the ancient Birnirk 

culture of Alaska to Captain James Cook's f i r s t landfall in Hawaii to the 19th 
Century home of writer Ralph Waldo Emerson in Jfassachusetts is recorded in an 

additional l i s t of sites approved for Registered National Historic Landmark 
I 

status, Secretary of the Interior Stewart L. Udal]| announced today. 

Secretary Udall explained that Registered National Historic Landmarks are 

areas which have been found to possess exceptional value and are of national 

significance in commemorating and illustrating the history of the United States. 

Such Landmark sites are not administered by the Deipartment's National Park Service, 

• but are recognized by the Service with a certificate and bronze marker. The 

• number of sites declared eligible for Registered ijlational Historic Landmark 

status now totals 378. 

The 65 additional sites were recommended by the Advisory Board on National 
Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings and Monuments from studies prepared by the 
National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings. They include sites of aborig
inal cultures in the two newest States of the Uniin, Alaska and Hawaii; sites of 
importance in Hawaii history; and sites associated with our cultural history i n 
literature, drama, and music for the country as a whole. 

Alaska and Hawaii Landmark examples are: B i k i r k (Point Barrow), where 
radiocarbon dates indicate the Birnirk culture to uavc uccii c=.«aŵa.«.̂wv. 
to 800 A.D.; Chaluka on Umnak Island adjacent to \he existing village of NikoisJa 
in the Aleutian Islands, which is said to show a remarkably stable Eskimo-like 
culture, broken only by the appearance of a new physical type i n recent centuries. 
A radiocarbon date of 3,750 years ago indicates that the occupation of the 
Aleutians stems from an even earlier time level. ;Hawaiian examples include: 

have been established by 600 



South Point Complex, an area containing a group olf sites that document the 
-lotigefft...and-most--con?ilB±e record of human occupation in the Hawaiian Islands, and 
Jolani Palace, the scene of the formal transfer or the Hawaiian Islands to the 
aftirre'd~Btaiea.:ln. 1898:,-.an-eventthe rise pf the United States as a 
world power. 

Cultural landmarks of interest to the historian and writer include a 
number of sites a l l the way from Maine to Califoraia. They are noted by a 
number of houses and sites i n New England; such as, the home of Herman Melville, 
"Arrowhead"; William Cullen Bryant Home; Emily Diskinson Home; James Russell 
Lowell; John Greenleaf Whittier; and William H. Prescott. Others in widely 
scattered sections of the country include the Walt Whitman Home, Camden, New 
Jersey; Sunnyside, WasMngton Irving's Home, New York; the George W. Cable House, 
New Orleans; Joel Chandler Harris House, Atlanta; James Whitcomb Riley House, 
Indiana; Mark Twain Home, Missouri; and the Hubert Howe Bancroft Ranch House, 
California. 

Conservationists w i l l applaud the selection 
Costa County, California, where much of his best 

Df the John Muir House, Contra 
writing was accomplished. 

Landmarks of interest to the theatre-goer anjj 
Player's Club, New York City; Walnut Street Theatre 
and the Metropolitan Opera, New York City; and the 

Brief descriptions of the 65 sites recommended 
Secretary Udall under the fo\ir studies of the 
Aboriginal Cultures; Hawaii History; and Literature 

musician include: The 
Philadelphia; Carnegie Hall 

Academy of Music, Philadelphia. 

by,the Advisoiy Board and 
Natllonal Survey: Alaska and Hawaii 

Drama and Music are attached. 

X X X 

P.N. 19902-62 



Alaska Aboriginal Culture 

In the study of Alaska Aboriginal Culture, nine sites were listed 
by the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings 
fiuid Monuments as possessing exceptional value (national significance) 
in commemorating and illustrating the history of the United States. 
Two of these, Ipiutak and lyatayet, were classified as the result 
of previous Advisory Board action. Another, Sitka NationaQ. Monument, 
is a unit of the Mational Park System. The remaining six sites are 
eligible for Registered National Historic Landmark status: ^ 

1. Palugvik, Hawkins Island, Prince William Sound. This site narks 
the eastern range of Eskimo archeology in southem Alaska, and helps 
clarify the relationship of Eskimos to the Tlingit Indians. 

2. Yukon Island, (Main Site), Kachemak Bay, Cook Inlet. This is the 
oldest and most continuously occupied of the Cook Inlet sites. These 
sites collectively led to the definition of the Kachemak Bay Culture. 
Kachemak Bay Culture is a generalized Eskimo culture type related 
both to that of Asiatic groups, and of the Salish Indians further 
south. 

3. Chaluka, Umnak Island, Aleutian Chain. The Chaluka site is a 
large village mound which holds remains of a l l culture periods So 
far identified in this region. While woit there is not yet complete, 
Chaluka promises the first careful stratigraphlc treatment of a single 
large Aleutian site. The site is in PederEd. ownership. 

k. Gambell, St. Lawrence Island. The Gambell sites were the first 
in the greater Bering Strait region to be scientifically investigated 
and reported upon. Investigation of these sites first provided data 
on the sequence of cultures on St. Lawrence Island, and thjrough this 
work, the accumulated infonnation on Eskimo prehistory could be 
reduced to chronological order. These sites are in Pederal ownership. 

5. Wales, Cape Prince of Wales, Seward Peninsula. The Velea sites 
include materials dating from around 600 to. 800 A.D. up to recent 
times. A living Eskimo community in the area brings the local abo
riginal cultural record up to the present day. The sites are in 
Federal ownership. 

6. Birnirk, Point Barrow. Hie series of mounds at this site provided 
material by which the archeologlsts have been able to describe the 
development of Eskimo culture in this northernmost part of the United 
States from around A.D. 600 to the present day. 



Hawaii Aboriginal Culture 

In the study of Hawaii Aboriginal Culture, twelve sites were 
listed by the Advisory Board on National Parks, Historic Sites, 
Buildings and iMonuments as possessing exceptional value in 
commemorating and illustrating the history o£ the United States. 
One site, City of Refuge Hational Historical Park, is administered 
by the National Fark Service. The remaining eleven sites are 
eligible for Landmark status. They are as follows: 

1. Wallua Complex of Helaus, Island of Kauaj 
mouth of the Wallua River, this complex 
refuge, four Important helaus, royal 
rock. This series of helaus and sacred 8 
most important complexes of archeological 
Islands. The sites typify a long period 
as well as many aspects of Hawaiian 

consists 

aboriginal 

2. Puu o Makuka Helau, Island of Oahu. Lbcated on the north 
side of the island near Waimea, this Is th|e largest heiau of 
Oahu. Since Oahu's greatest priests came 
I t is probably also the most important single heiau in the 
Hawaiian Islands* 

Located at the 
of a city of 

birthlstones, and sacrificial 
Ites foras one of the 
sites in the Hawaiian 

o|f Hawaiian prehistory 
culture. 

3. Hullua Fish Pond. Island of Oahu. The aboriginal people 
of Hawaii stored and raised fish for food. The Hullua pond, 
located on Kahana Bay, on the east coast of Oahu, is one of 
the last surviving ponds on this island. According to 
tradition, this picturesque pond was built| by the menehunes 
for raising and storing fish. 

4. Hokuhano-Ualapue Complex. Island of Mojlokai. Located on 
the south coast of the island, this complex forms one of the 
most Important and impressive exhibits in the State of Hawaii. 
I t includes six Important helaus and two fine fish ponds. 

5. Kaunolu Village Site. Island of Ranal. 
southwest cape of the Island, this was oncle 
Hawaiian fishing community. I t s ruins represent 
phases of Hawaiian culture and are extremefly 

Loaloa Heiau. Island of Maul. This te^>le, built on the 
is believed to have 
the center and prime 
Ehis complex of sites 

6. 
southeast coast of the island, near Kaupo, 
been constructed by King Piilani. I t was 
site of a cluster of sites around Kaupo. 
Includes remains of villages and other helaus 

Located on the 
a typical vigorous 

nearly a l l 
well preserved. 



7« Mooklnl Heiau. Island of Hawaii, ihiji huge temple is -
located on the northern tip of the islandl near Upolu Point* 
The temple, one of Hawaii's largest, is a{"luaklni" or 
sacrificial heiau. Tradltlohal Hawaiian history states that 
this heiau was constructed in the llth ceiitury by Paa o, a 
famous prieat who came into Hawaii from Tahiti. The birthstone 
of King KamehiBinaha I is located nearby. 

8. Mauna kea Ads Quarry, island of Hawaii. Located on the top 
of Mauna Kea, this is the largest basalt adt quarry in the world, 
llie adz was the single most important stone tool in Polynesia, 
to this quarry the ancient Hawaiistes camejto obtain the material 
needed for their stone artifacts. 

Honbkohau Settlement. Island of Hawaii. Located on the 
vest coast; of Che island. Just north of Ki'ilua, this settlement 
presexveii sites which date from prehitBtorlc times to 1920. The 
sites lore virtually intact and include 50 ancient house sites, 
four heiaus, three fish ponds; and a holu4 alide. 

10. Keauhou Holua Slide, Island of Hawalil. Tobogganing on 
atone slides was a sport .reserved for the Ichiefs. This slide 
is located at Keauhou on the west coast of the island, and Is 
Che best preserved and largest toboggan slide in the State. 
The slide served as the site of the "olympjic gamea'* of the 
Hawaiian people. 

l l . South Point Cwnplex. Island of Hafralli. This area at Che 
axtreme southem point of the island contains a group of sites 
Chat document the longest and most completa record of human 
occupation ih the Hawaiian Islands. IC includes the Sand Dune 
site, which produced che earliest radiocar^n date (A.D. 124} 
in the State. ' 

In addition, the following areaa administered by Che National 
Park Service also have feacurea typifying this cheme: 

1. Hawaill Volcanoes NaClonal Park, Island of Hawaii. 
2. Haleakala Nacional Park, Island of Haul. 



Hawaiian History 

In the theme study on Hawaiian history} the Advisory Board on 
NatloLl S ^ s , Historic Sites, Bulldifgs and Monuments listed 
S e v e r s i S f a s possessing exceptional! value [ " ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ i / i ^ ^ E i - 3. 

anle) in commemrrating and i l ^ f e h e N a t w Srk S^lem. 
States. Three of these sites are units of " ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ S J ^ ^ ^ 
Tbe remaining eight sites are eligible for Registered mziona± 
Historic Landmark status. They are as follows. 

1. Cook T,»̂ Î1pr .qitê  Walmeâ  Island of Kauai. According to the 

best evidence available, Walmea Beacn 
James Cook, the English Explorer, firs^ 
Islands on June 30, 1778. Captain 
as the discoverer of the Hawaiian 
part by the State of Hawaii and In 

Cook 
Islands 
pait 

is the site where Captain 
landed in the Hawaiian 
Is remembered In history 
j8. The site Is owned In 
with the county of Kauai. 

and led to the unification of the Hawaiian Islands as a single 
kingdom. The site is privately owned| 

Spa system and the Ite>»llan rsllalon. The site Is partly in prl 
vate ovnershlpi partly In state ovmership. 

^ ^ Z ' ^ ^ - S S ° ? ; r n . r i o r k X = ^ f o r „ . Ih the 

Islands. The site Is privately owned-

nhnrch and Mission Hou^s. Honolulu, Island of Oahtx 
Kh. mld-lB20's. Kawalah^ Church was virtua^xy the S State 



19th centuiy period when the American whalikg fleet visited the 
port and when American missionaries were sua important Influence 
in the Islands. 

7' Sijgar Mill at Koloa, Island of Kauai. The ruins of this sugar 
mill, on the foimer Ladd & Company's planatlon, date from lBkl-lQk2, 
Sugar first became Important in the economy 
after 1836 sugar production became Hawaii's 
site is privately owned. 

of Hawaii in I835 and 
largest industry. The 

8. lolani' Palace, Honolulu, Island of Oahu 
tlie royal residence of the last two rulers of 

Kalahaua and Queen Liliuokalani. I t is th^ 
symbol of Hawaiian independence. Transfer 
Islands to the United States took place on 
August 21, 1898. The palace is owned by th4 
currently houses the State senate and 
offices. 

lolani Palace was the 
Hawaiian Kingdom, King 
most important surviving 
sovereignty of the 

ĥe palace steps on 
State of Hawaii and 

•e and the Governor's legls].aturi 

of 

In addition, three sites in the NatlonaJ. Paifk 
associations with Hawaiian history. They aie 

1. City of Refuge National Historic Site 
2. Hawaii Volcanoes National Park 
3' Haleakala National Paik 

.;j . .. : "Ir'"' J . 

System also have 
as follows: 

* 



Literature, Drama, and Music 

In the study of literature, Drama, and Music, thirty-eight sites 
were listed by the Advisory Board on Natioiial Parks, Historic Sites, 
Buildings, and Monuments as possessing exceptional value In commemo
rating and illustrating the history of the 
sites are eligible for Registered National 
They are as follows: 

United States. These 
Historic Landmark status. 

1. Htibert Howe Bancroft Ranch House, Sprlrig Valley, San Diego 
County, California. Bancroft was the montimental historian of the 
western half of the American continent. He and his associates pro
duced 39 volumes of history related to the West. He bought the ranch 
in 1885, and lived there u n t i l his death inj 1918. Owned by Spring 
Valley Chamber of Commerce. 

2. Jack London's Ranch, den Ellen, Sonomal County, California. One 
of tbe most spectacular American literary f|Lgure8 i n the f i r s t decade 
of the 20th century, London purchased the 130-acre h i l l ranch i n I905, , 
and here wrote severed of his most signlflcfeuit novels. This is the 
setting forplB book The Valley of the MoonL The area i s now a State 
Historical |$rk including 49 acres of the original ranch, London's 
grave, the ruins of "the Wolf House," and a two-story stone building 
erected as a museum after his death. I t is; owned by the State of 
California. 

3. John Muir House, Contra Costa County, California. John Muir, great 
nature writer, explorer and conservationist^ settled on this ranch 
in I88O, at tbe age of 42. Much df his best writing was accomplished 
dio-ing his residence here. The site contains 3 acres of the original 
800-acre ranch and two houses i n vhich he lived for 10 and i k years 
respectively. The houses are in excellent condition. The site i s 
in private ownership. 

k, grank Norrls Cabin, Redwood Re-I;reat, Santa Clara County, California. 
Frank Nbrris, generally regarded as the most stimulating and militant 
of the early Merlcan natiorallst writers and an ekposer of sordid 
business practices, died at the age of 32. :He and his wife bu i l t a 
two-room, one-story, log cabin near Redwood I Retreat, a short time 
before his death. The cabin, surroxmded by|redwoods, is unchanged 
and intact. I t is i n private ownership. 

5» Mark Twain Home (Memorial), 531 Farrlngton Avenue. Hartford, 
Connecticut. Mark Twain lived in this house frwn 1̂ 74 u n t i l I891, 
during which time he wrote most of his greai works. The design of 
the house reflects Mark Twain's personalityiand family l i f e . Here 
he was host to many of the distinguished figures of his day and 



enjoyed the companionship of congenial friends. Many times 
associated with the author are In tAe home,which is well medn-
tained and in very good condition. I t Is ô med by the Mark 
Twain Library and Memorial Commission. 

6. Joel Chandler Harris House, 1050 GordonIStreet, Atlanta, 
GeorSL Joel Chandler Uyrris'llMM U U l̂ om L M uniii hib 

En 1908, and here he wrote most of the famous "Ifacle Remus" 
stories. The house Is in good condition and contains many items 
associated with Harris. It is owned by the|Joel Chandler Haxria 
Memorial Association. 

7. James Whitconib Riley House, 528 Lockerile Street, Indianapolis, 
Indiana. James Whitcomb Riley, the Hoosier 
had a distinctive appeal to a large segment 
homely poems are fondly known to a wide groi 
home, in ̂ rtiich he lived after 1877, is a Vi( 
trimmed with stone. I t is in good conditio! 
the original furnishings and relics of the 
James Whitcomb Riley Memorial Association. 

poet, has always 
of Americans. His 
ip of readers. This 
itorlan residence of brick 
and contains many of 
»et. Owned by the 

8. George W. Cable House. 1313 Eighth Street. New Orleans. Louisiana. 
George Washington Cable Is familiarly known j as the author who wrote 
so charmingly of the Louisiana Creoles. He lis an outstanding early 
example of a craftsman who wrote accuratelyiof an interesting 
locale. He built this house himself, wrotejmuch of his best work 
here, and entertained many famous literary figures. The house has. 
been converted into a two-story duplex but i-etalns much of its 
original appearance. It is privately owned1 

9. Early Home of Longfellow, 487 Congress Street, Portland, Maine. 
This is a 17-room brick house containing many Longfellow mementos, 
Longfellow lived here periodically during mist of his early years 
except while attending college or traveling] After his second 
marriage in 1843, he moved to the Craigie-Longfellow house in 
Caaibridge. One of the familiar associations with the Portland home 
Is the well-known poem. The Rainy Day, whicli was inspired by Longfellow 
following the death of his wife and by th? view of the garden in the 
rear of the house. I t is open to the publld and contains .mMjr 
mementos of the poet and his family. Owned jby t'he Malftd ffistorical 
Society. 

House, 63 Fisderai Street^ S f p n ^ 
iing, originally (iontcdning, 9 room 

cfk^ iiaine. 10, Harriet Beecher Stowe 
Olhls is a white frame building, originally dontainihg, 9 i'Ooms axid 
an attic. Tbe Interior has been altered fotf hotel pvirtjpsesi Hej:e 
in 1851-52, Mrs. Stowe wrote Ifacle Tom's Cabin. She lived he?e 



her growing family and her husband, who was a professor at 
Bowdoin. Mrs. Stowe's study room is intact and furnished with 
original Items. The house, b u i l t i n l804, 
well preserved. The exterior Is original 

is an Inn and is 
in appearance. 

11. "i^owhead," Home of Herman Melville, Holmes Road, Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts. Herman Melville, now regarded as a very distinguished 
novelifiit but largely unrecognized u n t i l after his death, lived at 
Pitts f i e l d for 13 years, I85O-63. The house appears to have been 
an 8-room frame structure of colonial style. Some changes have 
been made since the 1930's but the front ijs substantially intact. 
I t i s i n private ownership. 

12. Beacon H i l l Historic District, Boston, Massachusetts. The 
legislature of Massachusetts In 1955 designated 22 acres of land 
in Boston as the Beacon H i l l Historic District. While the area is 
near the business center of Boston, commercial development has 
proceeded i n other directions and the area is about ninety per cent 
residential. Its architecture is interesting and representative 
of the Federal period of the early 19th century. The area is chiefly 
significant as the residence of a very distinguished group of 
writers, statesmen and artists including, to name a few, Webster, 
Motley, Charles Francis Adams, Celia Thaxter, Parkman, Aldrich, 
Channing, and Edwin Booth. I t is in private ownership. 

13. William Cullen Bryant Home, a few miles from Cummington in 
Western Massachusetts. William Cullen Bryant, famous poet and 
editor, lived here during his early years  
poems here, including Thanatopsis and̂ Ode 

and commenced writing 
to a Waterfowl. 

This is a He returned to Cummington during his later years. 
27-room frame building beautifully situate! on a hillside with a 
fine view. .It was b u i l t by Bryant's father, about 1799• The home 
is open to the public during the summer ani is completely furnished 
with authentic Bryant objects. I t is owneji by The Trustees of Public 
Reservations. 

l4. Craigie-Longfellow House, IO5 Brattlel Street, Cambridge, 
Massadiusetts. Henry Wadsworth Longfellow lived in this lo-room frame 
house from 1837 u n t i l I882. During this time i t was a meeting 
place for the poet's many distinguished associates and here he wrote 
most of his famous works. Washington lived in this house at times 
during his campaign in the vicinity of Boston, 1775-I776. The house 
is open to the public and is owned'by the ̂ Longfellow Trust. 



15. Home of Emily Dickinson, 28O Main Street, Amherst, Massachusetts. 
This 14-room brick house, built in I813, was the birthplace and 
home of Einily Dickinson. Generally regarded as unexcelled among 
American women poets. Miss Dickinson lived a conqpletely sheltered 
life and did not permit her poems to be published during her life
time. The house is closely associated, therefore, with her 
retiring nature. The house is in good condition and is in private 
ownership. It is not open to the public. 

16. "Elmwood," Home of James Russell Lowell. Ttiia frame house on 
Elmwood Avenue, Cambridge, Massachusetts^ was the home of James 
Russell Lowell during his active life as professor at Htirvard, as 
first editor of the Atlantic Monthly, and later association with 
the North American Review. Lowell was considered by his biographer, 
M. A. DeWolfe Howe, the foremost American man of letters in his time. 
The home Is in excellent condition and is privately owned. 

17• Ralph Waldo Etoerson House, Lexington Road and Cambridge Turnpike, 
Concord, Massachusetts. Ralph Waldo Einerson, poet and essayist, 
lived here from I835 until his death in 1882. Henry David Thoreau 
lived here occasionally when Emerson was making a tour. Tbe original 
house burned in I872, but was rebuilt by the author's friends. A 
white squeure building in a setting of pines, the house is open to 
the public and contains Emerson's famous library and many objects 
associated with him. It is owned by Amherst College. 

18. The Old Manse, Monument Street, Concord, Massachusetts. The Old 
Manse is a frame building constructed about 1765 by the Reverend 
William Einerson, grandfather of Ralph Waldo Einerson. Nathaniel 
Hawthorne and his bride, Sophia Peabody, jlived in the Old Manse 
about four years following l842. Hawthorne wrote a fine description 
of the home in his Mosses from an Old Marise. The house is located 
near the site of the Revolutionary battle at Concord Bridge. It 
is in good condition and is administered by The Trustees of Public 
Reservations. 

19. Orchard House, Lexington Road, Concord, Massachusetts. This 
frame house, owned by the famous Alcott family, was the home in 
which Louisa May Alcott wrote Little Womejn. The house is well 
preserved and has many intimate associations which are appreciated 
by readers of Miss Alcott's works. It ls| owned by the Louisa May 
Alcott Memorleil Foiuidatlon. 



20. Francis Parkman House, 50 Chestnut Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 
This early federal brick structure was the home of Francis Parkman, 
one of America's most distinguished historians and literary figures. 
Parkman is best known for his writings on the history of Canada and 
the West. The house, built in 1824, has an arched recessed doorway, 
a slate hip roof and high flues. It is privately owned. 

21. William H. Prescott House, Beacon Street, Boston, Massachusetts. 
William Hickling Prescott, a fine historian with distinguished 
literary ability, lived in this house during many of his productive 
years. A comfortable 4-story brick strucrure in good condition, 
the house is owned by the Society of Colonial Dames. 

22. Walden Fond, Middlesex Count̂ Tĵ  1? miî es from Concord, Massachusetts 
most of which is a pleasant 
and a modem bathing beach 

Walden Pond is a reservation of IH^ acres 
New England lake with a wooded shore line 
at one end. Here Henry David Thoreau livfed in a siniple cabin from 
1845 until 1847, and wrote his famous diary entitled Walden Fond 
The site of the cabin is marked with a cafrn of rocks. The area is 
a Massachusetts State Park. 

23. The Wayside, located in Concord on the Boston Road. The Wayside 
is a 12-r6om house with a tower study made of brick, covered with 
shiplap, and built in I717. I t was the hdme of Hawthorne during two 
periods, of Bronson Alcott and his daughter, Lovtlsa May, and of 
Margaret Sydney (Lothrop), author of the i)opxaar novel The Five Little 
Peppers. The home was also visited by mahy famous people including 
Thoreau, Emerson, Whittier, and Mark Twain. I t is in private owner
ship. 

24. Home of John Greenleaf Whittier, Pickerd and Friend Streets, 
Amesbury, Massachusetts. This 10-room frjame house was purchased by 
Whittier in I836, and here he lived and did most of his major writing 
until his death in I892. The greater parjt of the furnishings, includ
ing the poet's desk, are intact as Whlttlpr left them. The house is 
open to the public and is in good conditljon. I t Is owned by the 
Whittier Home Association. 

25. Samuel L. Clemens (Mark Twain) Boyhojad Home, Hannibal. Missouri. 

years 
Mark Twain lived in this frame house in a 
ippi River from 1839 when he was four 
Here he lived through the experiences 
his great writings, particxilarly 
The house is owned by the City of Hannibajl 

small town on the Mlsslss-
of age until 1853-

whilch gavef him material for some of 
Huckleberry Finn and Tom Sawyer. 



26. Walt Whitman Home, 330 Mlckle Street!, Camden, New Jersey. 
Walt Whitman lived in this house during the last 8 years of his life. 
It is the one site most significantly confiected with his work. 
Built about 1848, this small frame house is well preserved and 
contains furnishings known to have been there during the author's 
lifetime. A collection of books, papers,]and other Whitman objects 
is on display. The house is owned by the State of New Jersey. 

27. "Sunnyside," Home of Washington Irvilig, Tarrytown, New York. 
Part of this house of 16 rooms was built kbout I656, by the Van Tassel 
family. Irving bought i t in I835, and enjoyed the pleasant life 
of a populeu: country squire when he was not traveling in Europe. 
The house is in good condition and is opeh to the public. I t is 
owned by Sleepy Hollow Restorations, Inc. , 

28. Woodchuck Lodge. Home of John Btnrouiihs, 2 miles from Roxbury. 
New York. This rustic frame house was bu 

Here he spent his 
i t by Bxurroughs in 19O8 
summers and entertained many on the ancestral farm. 

visitors including Thomas A. Edison and Hinry Ford. The house is 
occupied at times by relatives of the wri-^er. It is in good condition 
and is in private ownership. 

29. Paul Laurence Dunbar House, 219 North Summit Street, Dayton 
Ohio. Paul Laurence Dunbar, an outstanding 
Negro to attain important recognition in 
lived in this home during the last three 
1906. I t is a plain, two-story, 9-room bi|ick 
containing many of the poet's personal 
the State of Ohio and administered by the 

the 

belongings. 

30. Edgar Allan Poe House, Brandywine at 

poet and the first 
field of literature, 

ears of his life, 1903-
house in good condition 

It is owned by 
Ohio Historical Society. 

North 7th Street, Philadelphia. 
Thia ia a small brick cottage where Poe lived from 
Poe accomplished much of his best writing during his 

- - - - j^^g^ years, spent in this 

. Pennsylvania 
1842 to 1844. 
6 years residence in Philadelphia. „ , _ 
cottage, are most closely related to the Intimate Joys and tragedies 
of his life. The home Is open to the public and serves as a museum. 
I t is owned by the Edgar Allan Poe Club of,Philadelphia. 

31. "The Abbey," Joaquin Miller Home, Oakland, California. The Abbey 
was built by ClncSnnatus Hiner "Joaquin" Miller in 1886, and here 
he lived until his death 27 years later. The home consists of three 
one-story, one-room frame structures Joineid together to form a 
single unit. It Is well maintained and isj operated as a museum. 
It is a California State Historical Landmajrk owned by the City of 
Oakland, California. 

32. Noah Webster Birthplace, West Hartforh, Connecticut. The birth
place and home of Noah Webster, famous lexicographer and textbook 
writer, is a good example of an early saltj box house dating from about 
1676, and is architecturally very Interesting. It is owned by the 
town of West Hartford and is maintained as a museum. 



33• Players Club, l6 Gramercy Park, Hew ^ork. New York. Edwin 
Booth, the famous actor, lived in this house and presented i t to 
"The Players" in 1888. Booth was the four^der and f i r s t president 
of the club. The house was redesigned for i t s new use by Stanford 
White. I t contains a rare collection of books, manuscripts and 
other theatrical material. I t is owned by The Players. 

34. The Walnut Street Theater, 9th and Walnut Streets, Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania. The Walnut Street Theater, jin existence since I8O9, 
is the oldest surviving theater in the United States and, according 
to Arthur H. Quinn, is "probably the oldest in the English speaking 
world." Despite i t s several remodelings tjoth inside and out, the 
basic structure of the theater remains as an exceptional illu s t r a 
tion of the history of the American theater past and present. I t 
is owned by the 9th and Walnut Streets Corporation. 

35' The MacDowell Colony, Peterborough, Kew Hampshire. The well 
known composer Edward MacDowell was honorqd 
his death, by the founding of the Edward 
promote the various arts. The Colony is 
acres and 33 buildings serving as dwellinf^i 
A notable library specializing in music 
owned by the Edward MacDowell Association, 

in 1907, the year before 
Ii(acDowell Association to 
oniprlsed of some 6OO 
s and studios for artists, 
been assembled. I t is 
Inc. 

has 

36. Carnegie Hall, 7th Avenue and 57th Street, New York, New York 
Music Hall, as i t was originally named̂  wats 
name was changed 7 years later to honor Andrew 
benefactor. This structio'e was instrumental 
a center of music not only in rendition but 
i n the distribution of musical instruments 
musicians since that time have performed In 
Renaissance structure. I t is owned by the 

37. Metropolitan Opera, Broadway and 39th to 40th Streets, New York, 

bui l t in I891. The 
Carnegie, a principal 

in making New York City 
also in composition, and 
Most of the famous 

this 6-story Iteilian 
City of New York. 

New York. The Metropolitan Opera opened in I883 and I t has long 
been recognized as a landmark In this field. A long l i s t 
of composers have had their works presentejd here by an equally 
distinguished roster of operatic performers. The building is owned 
by the Metropolitan Opera Association, Inc. 

38. The Academy of Music, Broad and Locust Streets, Philadelphia 
Pennsylvania. Philadelphia Academy of MusfLc, since i t s opening in 
1857, has become an .outstanding landmark Iti the history of American 
music. I t is today the country's oldest muslcsil auditorium s t i l l 
retaining i t s original form and serving i t s original pvurpose. 
Academy, for more than a half century, has 
tinguished Philadelphia Orchestra. 
Orchestra Association. 

The 
been the home of the dis-

I t is owned by the Philadelphia 



Theme XVIII. Travel and Communication 

Allegheny Portage Railroad of Pennsylvania Canal. Pennsylvania 

The Allegheny Portage Railroad was b u i l t i n the period 1831-1834 
as a part of the Pennsylvania Canal. I t s function was to provide 
a way of l i f t i n g barge t r a f f i c on the canal 1,400 feet over the 
Allegheny Summit westbound and 1,200 feet eastbound, and to lower 
the t r a f f i c i n opposite directions, on the 36-mlle railroad that 
connected the westem and eastern ends of the canal between 
Hollidaysburg and Johnstown, Pennsylvania. This was accomplished 
by an Ingenious system of inclines which represented the most 
d i f f i c u l t engineering accomplishment in the canal building era 
of United States internal improvements. 

"The Fur Trade' 

Joseph Bailly Homestead. Porter County. Indiana 

The independent fur trader, Joseph Bailly, Is often referred to as 
the f i r s t white settler i n Northern Indiana. His home, begun i n 
1822 and situated on the t r a i l s from Fort Dearborn to Fort Wayne 
and to Detroit, became a meeting place for whites and Indians, an 
"oasis" for travelers, and a religious and cultural center. Located 
i n Porter County, near Chesterton, Indiana, the property i s privately 
owned. 

NSHSB 12-4-62 
19902 - 62 



Letter January 4, 1963 to Owner of Ralph Waldo Emerson House, Massachusetts 
notifying him of e l i g i b i l i t y of Landmark status, signed by Assistant Director 
Price. 

Owner: Mr. David Emerson, Treasurer; Emerson Association; Lexington and 
Cambridge Turnpike; Concord, Massachusetts. 

Letters also sent to: Sen. Leverett Saltonstall, Dec. 27, 19^2 
Sen. Benjamin A. Smith I I , Dec. 27, I962 
Cong. F. Bradford Morse, Dec. 27-62 



RALPH WALDO EMERSON MEMORIAL ASSOCIATION 

c/o J. M. Forbes & Co. 
199 Washington Street, Boston 8, Mass. 
Rocan 6l4 

-̂-:'̂>'..'"" "iff-

February 6, I963 

Mr. Jackson E. Price 
U. S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service .! ^ -
Washington 25, D. C. ' 

Subject; Home of Ralph Waldo Einerson, Concord, Mass. 
Reference: L58-CHA 

Dear Mr. Price: 

This is to acknowledge your l e t t e r of January 4, stating that 
the R. W. Emerson Memorial Association property i n Concord is 
eligible to be registered as a National Historic Landmark. 

After reviewing the description of the Etaerson Home, which was 
enclosed, we are submitting a revised draft giving certain 
additional information, and correcting severeil items particiiletrly 
the fact that the original contents of the Emerson Study is now 
in the Concord Antiquarian Society. 

We are glad to participate i n your program for giving National 
recognition to historic landmarks, and have made application to 
the National Park Service on the forms which you sent us. 

Sincerely, 

DAVID EMERSON (signed) 

DE:b V- ' 7 
Enclosure ' « ' ' ' 

COPY . • -

(copy sent to N.E. Reg. 3-I8-63) * . 
•• . • ~ - . "• -.1; 

"••̂ •̂ y. -r ;.V,;̂,':' • ̂ A-^'r. ' • "v'̂''•"•̂  '•. v":-: . .''•.•^4.;'VV-^'ii'V '" 



February 6, 1963 

FEB e 10 25 '̂ ^ 

Mr. Conrad L. Wirth, Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Wirth: 
Home of 

As the (oMaa,owners) of Ralph Waldo Emerson located in 
(name of site) 

Cambridge Ttirnpike ^ 
Gonoord Middlesex Massachusetts 

(City) (County) (State) 

(fcwe) hereby make formal application for a certificate ( x ) and 
bronze marker, I7" x 18", ( x ) designating this historic property 
as a Registered National Historic Landmark. (Check one or both as 
desired) 

1. Fully conscious of the high responsibility to the Nation 
that goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as 
having exceptional value and worthy of Registered National Historic 
Landmark status (i,we) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and 
to the best of (my,our) a b i l i t y , the historical integrity of this 
importsuit part of the national cultural heritage. 

2. Toward this end, (jE,we) agree to continue to use the 
property only for purposes consistent with i t s historical character. 

3. (X,we) also agree to permit an annual v i s i t to the 
property by a representative of the National Park Service, as a 
basis for contintiing landmark status. 

4. I f for any reason, the three conditions mentioned above 
cannot continue to be met, i t is agreed that the Registered 
National Historic Landmark status shall cease and that u n t i l such 
status is restored by the Secretary of the Interior, neither the 
Registered National Historic Landmark Certificate nor the Marker 
w i l l be displayed. 

Sincerely yours, 

David Emerson, Treasurer 

Ralph Waldo Emerson Memorial Ass'n, 



fehrmr:/ I h , X963 
L58-CJiftH 

Mr. SKvid Iwersoa 
Treasurer 
Epiersoa Association " ' * * 
Lexington & Cmtiirid&s Turr^ike 
Concord, Jfess&chajsetta 

Dear Wr. aaerson; 

We were ple«s«d to receive your appllcatloa f o r the Eeglst&rcd 
Btttiatial l i is toric Laoteavk cer t i f ica te aaS plaque fca* iialpii 
Waldo Tkmrmm. Mouse i n Concord, i-Jaseatchueette. ^.»»»^ 

The Laadiaarks pro^raia ia adiainistercd largely/ t h rou^ our 
Regioiml Offices, catcejst f o r the prcjmmtioa of the cert if lcatea 
and placjues by the WasMiigtcm Off ice . TSte enclosed atatecjeat 
w i l l provide InforiMitiQaa regarding the sisse, description, etc . , 
oi" the cert i f icates and plaques. 

When the cer t i f ica te mtd plague fo r uhe Ralph Waldo l l ^ s o n Houae 
ai-e r ^ d y , they v U l be sent to Regiojaal Wrector Roamld F. Lee, 
JiM-theast Region, Mational Park Seirvice, 143 £k>uth Third Street, 
Plilladel;]^ia 6, PexinaylvBnia, for preaentation to you. 

I n the B^aatlute, i f you have any i^eeticms about the program, or 
I f you decire ciore iMfartmtlon, please fee l free to write to ua 
or di rect ly to f-fe*. Lec;. 

We are hapi^ to Ijave Uw l^iX^i ^ d o ^termm House iaeiuded i n 
tiie f^gia t ry . 

Sincerely yours. 

Herbert 1. KS^ICT 
Chief, Division of 

History aijd Archeology 

Incloawre 

cc» 

liBgliap§8.iJ||^ctor, Northeast w/cy of application form 

JOLittleton:gb 



Northeast Region 
l43 South l l i i r d Street 

Piiil6.delphia 6, Parjiaylvania 

L58 June 27, 1963 

• • " ... -,, - . : ' .•• 
Meiioranduia " •. ' , ' 

To: Director y •,. 

From: Regional Director " . " 

Svib.lect: nat ional Survey o f H i s to r iu Sites aad Bzi ld ings : 
Correct AfaiiK3» of Landaaris Sites to be used on Cer t i f i ca t e s 

There are l i s t e d below the correct names of Landmai-'ks to be used on. 
the c e r t i f i c a t e o : 

"Scotch"-Boardiaaii House, tlassachiiaetts 
p.f„ BeilpSa ¥f4.do .iigiersw^*,, ,Masi}aGhii,s,^tts 

U.S.S. ConstellatiOil , I-iaryland 
Fraakl in B. Hougli House, I»ew York 
Home of John Greenleaf W i t t i e r , Massachusetts 
Old Ivlanse, Ifessaelxasetts 
Hurley, New York ;.;>:--.rV 

•Ehe Town Board of Hirrley vfould l i k e tc kiiow i f i t vould "be possible 
to have the c e r t i f i c a t e ready f o r presentation o.n Jiay 13 vha;a they 
plan a celebrat ion. 

/ s / Ronald P. Lee 
Ro,qional Director 

C O P Y 



L58-CHAH ^ SeptenjMsr 5, 

Memoraaduia •. -̂^ v..-. - -

To5 Regional Director, Hortheast Regicm 

Txxa&i Chief Historian 

Subject! National Survey of Historic Sites and BuildiasBt 
Certificates to be Sent to Owners 

^ are enclosing the following Registered Hational Historic Laadnarlc 
Certificates for sites in your Regions 

leadquarters House, Massachusetts 
HoBte of Ralph Waldo Baerson, Massachusetts 
i^anklia Hough Itouie, WSvT'Wrk 
Old Manse, Massachueetts 
"Scotch"-Boardraan House, MasssMdausetta 
U.S.S. Constellation, iferyland 
Hc9B3 of John Greenleaf Whittier, Massadbusetts 

/a/ Charles W. Porter HI 

Soclosirrea 7 

cc: 

Hr. Littleton 

J0Littletcai:ni6 •».• 



J . M. F O R B E S 8e CO. 
1 9 9 W A S H I N G T O N S T R E E T 

B O S T O N 8 , M A S S A C H U S E T T S 

N O R T H EA.ST 
R E G I O N 

MAR 27 1964 Data 

March 

Rf-ur. Dtrr^-tor 

A s a t . t o r . i . ' C ' A ) 

.As.^t. f .•. I ,,-- 1 

A - - 1 . It.!.;. li.r-» la 

I>1...|.. ,3 

HHnjCftT.Sf r v t r c n HHniCftJ .it rvir».ti n 

A.4..1. l i i r - K ; i 

r. 

Tuonalrl F, Lee, Regional IHroctor 
U, S. T)opartment oV the Inter ' lor 
Northeast •Region 
li+B south Third Street _ 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106 j _ 

Subject: R. W. Emerson Home (Reference L$Q) 

Dear Mr. I,ee: 

We nro to know that tho c o r t i f l c n t o and pl.nque 
for tho Home of Rolph V/'ildo Kmornon are rondy, nnd 
vjo would be very glad to have a repreaentntlvo of the 
Natlonai Park Service come here to exchange I n f o r 
mation so that we w i l l have good mutual understanding, 

The house w i l l be opened f o r the season beginning 
A t ) r i l 19th, so we would l i k e to have this v i s i t as 
soon an convenient for yoiir representative, ond p r i o r 
to A p r i l 19th. : 

Thank you for your cooper.ition. 

DE:b 

Sincerely, 

David Emerson 



1 f \ 

April 2, 1964 

^- ' " f u i ^ Uyts^ 

Mr. David Einerson - Vr'' ' 
J. M. Forbes & Co. ' ' ? * 1 ^ - . . I • • 
199 Washington Street . -
Boston 8, Maesachusetts • , -

Dear Mr. Emerson: 

This i s to confirm our telephone conversation of March 31, and to 

say that i t w i l l be a pleasure to see you at 10:00 A. M., A p r i l 10. 

As you requested, I shall bring the Registered National His t o r i c 

Landmark plaque and c e r t i f i c a t e to your o f f i c e . 

Sincerely yours. 

S. Sydney Bradford 
Survey Historian 

cc: 
'Director, attention Resource Studies 

w/copy of incoming 



MeaoranduB .''."̂  

To: Regional Director, North Atlantic Region 

Proa: Acting Chief, Historic Sites Survey 

Subject: Racelpt of National Historic Landnark Biemial Inspection 
Reports 

We are pleased to acknowledge the receipt of biennial inspection reports 
for the following national historic landmarks: 

Ralph Waldo F.««y«on H^iise^ Ma«<i««>hH<t«l-«-« 
urchard Houae, Massachtisetts 
Wright's Tavem, Massachtisetts ' 
Wald«n Pond, Massachusetts 
Old INtose. Massadiusetts 
Walt WhltiUBa House, N«# Jersey ^ ; 
Lindemvald, N«f York 
Frederick E. Oiurch Home, New York 
Van Alen House, New York 
Thc»His Cole House, Nw York 
Trinity Church, Rhode Island , 
Wanton-LyBffli-Hazard House, Rhode Island . 
Eleazer Amold Mouse, Rhode Island n - ̂  
Edward King Itouse, Rhode Island ^ . ^ / ;i -
Thmas P. Ives House, Rhode Island 
Govemor Stephen Hopkins House ' . 
Itoiversity Hall, Brown University, Rhode Islmd 1 " % 
U.S. War College, Rhode Island ^ 
Vemon l^use, Rhode Island 
Brick Market, Rhode Island 
Gilbert Stuart Birtiliplace, Rhode Island 
Jcdm Biratm House, Rhode Island ^ 
College Hill Historic District, Rhode Island 
Redwood Library, Rhode Island - . 
Old Slater Hill. Rhode Island " 
First Baptist Meeting House, Rhode Island 



Old State House, Rhode Island 
Newport Historic District, Rhode Island 
Hunter House, Rhode Island 
Corliss-Carrington House, Rhode Island 
William Watts Sherman Ĥ nise, Rhode Island 

Your continued eooj^arttion in lEMpiag tts informed of Airther develop-
m«ats regarding landmarks in your Region, including changes of ownership 
and any potential threats to their integidty or existtmce, w i l l be 
greatly appreciated. 

/S/ Benjamin Levy 

Benjamin Levy 

FNP:B LevyrKP Rossrkr 8/7/74 
bcc: Director's Reading File 

DI 
wP̂ Ŝheely 

BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PS(HSS) 
i f ; 

• A' • 



• P̂ EGiSTRY OF NATIONAL 
KISTORIC LANDMARKS 

Date of visit September ̂ . 1968  

Visited by Edvin W. Small 

REPORT OF BIENNIAL VISIT TO 

•Emerson (Ralph Waldo) House 
Lexington Road and Cambridge 
Tui^ipike, Concord, Massachusetts 

(name) 

Received by Mrs. John Dempsey 

, Project Coordinator 
(title) 

Boston NPS Group 
( o f f i c e ) 

(name) 
, Caretaker f o r Emerson^Association 

( t i t l e ) ( o f f i c e ) 

Condition* The house, s table, grounds and meadows that conrorised the dwell ing 
place of Ralph Waldo Emerson f o r most of his l i f e a f t e r 183*+ are maintained i n 
excellent condit ion by members of the Emerson f a m i l y , who are a f f i l i a t e d as the 
Emerson Association f o r the p\irpose o f preserving t h i s property. The house, 
which had been only recently b u i l t , i n I828-I829, when the philosopher bought 
the place and moved i n , i s very representative of the period - square, two f u l l 
s tories under a hipped roof and painted whi te . This structvire w e l l i l l u s t r a t e s 
the above type o f dwell ing i n New England near the close of i t s period of popu
l a r i t y .just as the Franklin Pierce Homestead i n H i l l s b o r o , New Hampshire, also 
a Registered National His to r ic Landmark and erected three decades e a r l i e r , i s 
a f i n e example o f the type as i t was jus t coming i n t o s t y l e . 

The property, to the w r i t e r at l eas t , i s more in te res t ing as a 
place than a house and we are inc l ined t o th ink of i t as more of a homestead than 
jus t a house. The l a t t e r inside lacks much of the d i s t i n c t i v e appeal to be found 
i n the homes of other men of l e t t e r s . Possibly t h i s may be due t o the fac t tha t 
the contents of Emerson's study are no longer i n the house, having been removed 
£ind assembled again as a major exh ib i t i n the f i r e p r o o f b u i l d i n g of the Concord 
Antiquarian Society shor t ly a f t e r the l a t t e r was erected across the street- i n 1930. 
I t i s s t i l l agreeable, however, t o view the place as a whole as t y p i c a l of comfort-

( f ' \ r a t ? ion^°* pretentious l i v i n g i n the New England coimtryside during the l a s t 
pera on custodian and her husband occupy quarters i n the back /centuiy. 
part o f the house and a f f o r d adequate protect ion f o r the property, which borders 
the southerly side of the Cambridge Turnpike at the j m c t i o n wi th Lexington Road. 
A good ornamental fence of appropriate s ty le w i t h gates encloses the well-spaced 
frontage provided f o r both the house and s table , and a stonewall f i t t i n g l y separa
tes the highway from the meadows- which l i e t o the east and south of the house and 

- s table . The interests of the Emerson family i n the property and i n Concord 
generally are w e l l represented by David and Raymond Emerson, both of whom reside 
w i t h t h e i r famil ies on Estabrook Road. 

The hotjse i s open, as Mrs. Dempsey expressed i t , "whenever the sign 
i s out ." More s p e c i f i c a l l y , t h i s means from A p r i l 19 t o November 30, except 
Mondays, 10 - 11:30 and 1:30 - 5:30, and Sundays, 2:30 - 5:30. Adxilts are 
charged 50 cents and chi ldren 25 cents. From June t o September, Mrs. Dempsey 
receives help i n shoeing the house from a college student, usually from a family 
res iding i n Concord. A yo\ing man by the name of Gordon Roberts was present at 
the time of our v i s i t and appeared t o be s u f f i c i e n t l y f a m i l i a r w i t h the l i f e of 
Emerson, the house and i t s furn ish ings . Attendance has gradually b u i l t up over 

(cont'd) 
•̂ Grounds, structure/s, furnishings 
**Note any changes in oxmership, sponsoring organlzatJ-ons, operating stai 

use, location of plaque and certificate, etc. 



Sp^ciaf Problems Main-oenance of the property apparently 'presents no p a r t i c u -
, l a r problem to the Emerson f ami ly . The property i s also fortunate i n having 
accommodations f o r a resident caretaker t o a f f o r d constant p ro tec t ion , a featture 
both the Alco t t Home and the Old Manse lack but need. I t would seem that more 
v i s i t o r s t o Concord might be interested i n seeing the house. A f t e r viewing the 
sixteen or more period rooms i n the Concord Antiquarian Society that cover the 
evolution of domestic i n t e r i o r s from about l6^0 down t o l8U0, many no doubt have 
had t h e i r f i l l f o r the day. I n any case, v i s i t o r s coming t o the Antiquarian 
Society get a f i n e perspective of Emerson's dwell ing place as they look across 
the Cambridge Turnpike. 

Operation: (continued from page l ) the past two decades from about 3,000 
t o 5,000 annually. The house has severe competition from the mviseum and period 
rooms of the Concord Antiquarian Society across the s t reet and other h i s t o r i c 
houses on exh ib i t ion i n the town. In view of t h i s coii5)etition and by making 
comparisons, i t can be readi ly understood why th i s property receives only a 
quarter or less of the v i s i t o r s who go elsewhere. 

The Registered National His to r ic Landmark c e r t i f i c a t e and plaque 
were delivered by His tor ic Sites His tor ian Sydney Bradford on A p r i l 10, 196k. 
Both are appropriately displayed. The plaque i s on the f r o n t of the house at 
the northeasterly comer and the framed c e r t i f i c a t e i n the par lor t o the l e f t 
of the cent ra l hallway. 

Suggestions Offered uone 

(s igned) 

Edwin W. Small 
Project Coordinator 

2 



REGISTRY OF NATIONAL HISTORIC 
AND NATURAL LANDMARKS 

REPORT OF BIENNIAL VISIT TO: 
Fnersen (Raltih tfaldo) House 
Lexlqr t̂on Bd. » Caabrldee Tumnika 
Concord. Massaebttsetta 

Date of visit MovieBiber 19T0 

Vioited by Edwin W. Smill 
(name) 

Received by Mr<> Jrtm Decipaey 

4««istaBt to Dlreetor 
Wortheast Begloo 

(title) 

Caretaker for 

!fev liagland  
.Field Offtee 

(name) ( t i t l e ) 

(Office) 

H*lph Waldo SatmoQ  
Meaorial Assoelatlcp 

(Office) 

Condition* ^ « house, stable, inrounds aod nsadcwa that eott|»roiiis«d the dvellinf 
place of aaJLph Ŵ aldo HUaerson for most of bis l i f e after 133^ vara daaezi.bed in soa* 
data!I in tha report of tmr laat visit oa Saptaaber 5» 196&» Thar* haa baas ao 
perceptible ehange in th* condition of a l l parts of the property over the past two 
years and as a vbol* i t ooatlnua* to b* In excellent shape* As stat*d in our last 
report, tb* appeal of tha property lies not only ia th* hooa* l ts* l f but i s th* 
setting of the entire hcRsestead which r«>aalns much the 8«ir.e a* i t was in th* 4ay« of 
the gr«at phllosopber and proph«t of th* Aaieriean way of 11 fo* 

The grounds are veil ear«d for and the buildlafs kept in a 0006 stat* of r*palr« !fo 
imjBsdiat* repainting appears to be neeessftry* Tb* ornamental fane* in front of th* 
hews* Tweelvad »om minor ropair* aad waa repainted la 1969* Th* path fres th* trmt 
gat* to the front door la of unusual Intereft as i t is mad* up of white eiarbl* slab* 
Whicb a**a to bav* been in plaee for a long tira*. 

•Grounds, structure/s, furnishings 



Operation** Th* oar*taker and har husband occupy quartera in the back part of th* 
houa*, vhlch ia of eonsidarabl* sis* aad pretty wall shield«d frosi th* front aee«*s 
i»*d by vialtors. Duoriag the period of r*sld*ne* by the Deapseys, there have b«ea 
ao lapotrtant Ineidonts of vandallsa or othar probleana of protection. About 5,000 to 
6,000 visitors ar* reeeiv«d annually in a season that nms from April 19 to D*e*»b*r 
X, Th* hour* w**kdays ar* 10 • Ut30 and li30 •> 5t:^» aud Sunday*, 2t30 • 7t30, Th* 
hotts* ia elo**d oa Hondaya. Adults ar* now eharged 7? caata, but the f** for «hlldr*a 
ia s t i l l 25 e*nts» Many of th* vl*lt.<«rs appear to ropreaent a fraction of those 
eotae to ae* the period roosM of the Concord Antiquarian Society across th* Canbridg* 
Turapik* in th* triangle f<xrai«d at th* Jtmctare with L*xi&#tOB Road* Visitor* 
usually park their earn on both sides of the Catsbridge Turnpike and walk over to the 
houa* aftar viawine the *i&ibit8 In the Antlqtuarlan Society, Inelu(!!ea mystne. theae 
ar* ^mon** study and its content* "-ihieh were 'wivad and aet up again intact soco 
aft*r th* buildini; of the Antlquajrlaa Scwilety vas erected In 1930. This step waa 
takan in order to provid* flraproof protectiwj for the atudy. 3**ing the study aa 
a aajor ashiblt at th* Antiquarian Society no doubt protnpt* »om visitors to com 
to tha hfmae also, Mrs, Denpeey receives sorae aaaiatane* in s'.TOWlng the bouse during 
th* aontha visitors are aost nurocrous, Thia Tcay be either a local collage student 
hoaw for th* saaoer or one of several ladies who llv* a*£Tby and ar* familiar witli 
ji§i3&Qik^jfeiQ^ the house and ita fumlshinsts. Ihe laninsnrk certificate and plaqua 
ar* both displayad as noted on oiar last v i s i t . The pla(i«« is OB the front of the 
houaa at th* northeaaterly comer and the framed certificate in the front parlor to 
th* laft of tho c*ntral haXlvt^. 

Spaeial Froblamat "fliere appear to be none so l<mff aa coctinuity raiaaina in th* 
Bal^h Waldo Î laerson ^"ie»orial Aaaociation or the Kmrson Association a* i t is aoat 
eoanoaly rafarred to for ccmvenience and brevity, 'ftie association la and* up of 
zsembera of th* :!:m«raoa family either by descent or marriage. The currant president 
or h*ad of the assoeiatlcm is Mrs, John (Edith Gr*n6) rorbos, a realdent of Canbridg*, 
Any buslMSS relating to the property, however, is bast addrsssed to David io&oraon, 
who r*aid*a on î s tab rook ftoad In Concord and has continually handlad the finances of 
]̂ fl0a^§ê 9Sei:3©î <9eefJ: th* asaoolatlm aa treasurer, Ihe open spac* ia the aeadovs of 
th* pr<^*rty which l i«* east of the hons* besld* the Caabridge Tttrapike la cartain 
to b* in demand for development or other uses ia the years that l i * ah*ad, A demand 
of a taŝ porary nature ia th* a**r futur* aay b* for overflow parking to accosaodat* 
vlsitora expeetad in Concord for eelebnitioa of the Revolutionary War BieantenDial 
coaing up in 1975, 

8\jftg«atie»s 0ff*r*dt IfoB*, The anticipated naed for a«>r* h*lp in showing th* hows* 
aad caring for th* prop*rty during th* year of th* Blc*nt*nnlal oaXebratloa wa* 
diaouasad vlth Mrs* D*^p**y, 

(signed) 

HUrfh 2?, 1971 
(Date) 

**Note any changes in ownership, sponsoring organi-ations, operating 
use, location of plaque and certificate, etc. 



REGISTRY OF NATIONAL % v REPOKx OF BIENNIAL VISIT TO 
HISTORIC LANDMARKS T, -i u TT i J r. u „̂  

Ralph Waldo Emerson House 
Cambridge Turnpike 
Concord, Massachusetts 01742 

Date of v i s i t May 31, 197A 
North A t l a n t i c 

Visited by Earl R. Harris . Landmarks Specialist , Regional Office 
(name) ( t i t l e ) ( o f f i c e ) 

Received by Mrs. Vic t o r i a Dempsey , Caretaker » At House 
(name) ( t i t l e ) ( o f f i c e ) 

Condition* Author and educator Ralph Waldo Emerson l i v e d here from 1835 to 
1882. The house, barn, and grounds are i n excellent condition and are well 
maintained by Mr. and Mrs John Dempsey who l i v e i n the rear. The house i s 
painted white and receives a new coat as needed. The rooms are kept i n the 
period of the mid-19th century. The property i s owned and managed by the 
Emerson Association. The plaque i s on the front of the house while the 
c e r t i f i c a t e hangs i n the front parlor. 

Operation* The house i s open A p r i l 19 to November 1 daily except Mondays. 
There i s a fee of $1.00 for adults and .25 cents for children 6 and over. 
A tour of the house takes about t h i r t y minutes. Special tours can be 
arranged during the o f f season. Two or three extra tour leaders are 
employed during the summer. About 6,000 v i s i t o r s toured the house i n 1973. 

*Grounds, structure/s, furnishings 
**Note any changes i n ownership, sponsoring organizations, operating s t a f f , 

use, location of plaque and c e r t i f i c a t e , etc. 



Special Problems: j^o^e with the property. The Concord Antiquarian Society 
across the Turnpike from the Emerson House has a museum which has some 17 
rooms which trace the development of Concord from the 17th through the 19th 
centuries. This large complex s i t s at the intersection of Route 2A and 
the Turnpike. I t draws many thousands of v i s i t o r s who never see or v i s i t 
the Emerson House. 

Suggestions Offered None. 



{•orm 10-317 
(Sept. 19,57) 

UNITED STATES 
EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR" 

NATIONAL PARK S E R V I C E 

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. WRITE "ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO. L i t e i U t U l ' * , 

Theme XX - The Arts & Sciences - Subtheme: Drama & Music 
1. STATE 

Massachusetts 
3. NAME(S) OF SITE 

Emerson Home 
4. APPROX. ACREAGE 

3 acres 
5. EXACT LOCATION (County, township, roads, etc. If difficult to find, sitetch on Supplementary Sheet) 

Lexington Boad and Camibridge Turnpike, Concord 
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner) 

Emerson Association 
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION (Describe briefly what makes site important and what remains are extant) 

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882), lived in Concord after 183^. The 
present large frame house was built in 1872-73* replacing and duplicating 
one which had bunxed. 

Eaerson was a lecturer, teacher, essayist, writer. Maik Van Doren 
(Dictionary of American Biography), says of him "Few Americans have been 
more picturesque; none holds a solider position in the history of American 
life. 

8. BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES (Gice best sources; gite location of manuscripts and rare worlis) 

Caaibridge History of American Literature; Oliver Wendell Holmes, Ry: 

Waldo Etoerson (1884) . . 

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention best reports and studies, as, NPSstudy, IIABS, etc.) 

None 
10. PHOTOGRAPHS* 

ATTACHED: YES \ ^ NO • 

11. CONDITION 

Good 
12. PRESENT \)%E (Museum, farm, eic.) 

House Museum 
13. DATE OF VISIT 

June 19, 1961 
14. NAME 0 n«:CORDER i^ianature)/' V yy 15. TITLE 

Staff Historian 
16. DATE 

October 19, I96I 
•DRy MOUIIT ON AN 8 X 10̂ 4 SHEET OF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH, AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE 

LOCATIOIl OF ^GATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES. 

ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER) 
U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE 10—74018-1 i 



HnXSD SXATES 
OF 1!HE 3XISRI0R 

RAinOIAL PABK SBE9ICCE 
WBShlngtoii D. Co 

Slit latiOTBl Sorvoy of Historie SJltoe aod BntldiBg* 

SaerBon Hom»> LMdagtco Hoaa, Copcord,, Masaachtteatto 

Thia square teum bul-lcling in a setting of pine tress vas tha boms 
of Ealph WbMo Sowrson; the fantous vrlter, lecturer and philosopher. 
It is owaed and adnlnlfitered by the Smersoa Association, and is open 
to the public. %e preisent house vas built in IB72, lazily by 
private subserlptlona i'roa hia friends after the original h0B» burned 
vhlle the ovner vas in Surope. Sisereon llva^ln th:ls house aad its 
predecessor from 1835, until his death in 18|2. 

Fallowing graduation flxim Harvard in 1821, he servecl for a time as a 
minister and, althous^ he decided to leave this calling. It VKS be 
said that throu^ his essays end his lectures, he viu alvays a preacher. 
He developed a practicel lAiilosophy of human conduci; in vhlch the hunan 
individua}, vas sacred end in vhlch self-reliance van looked upon as 
evidence of pezceptlon of the divine v i l l . He exprcissed his jdillosophy 
in powerful and beautif\il Bngllsh and vas often conitidered the most 
inspirational American vrlter of his type. Hov besi; known for his 
essays vhlch express his personal transcendentalist philosophy, he 
vas perhaps more famcue during his lifetime as a le<!turer. Tbe house 
has a Victorian interior vith furnishings, portraints, ai>d hanglngB 
of Emerson's day and ccntalns his fine library of c^juislcs and first 
editions. 

1̂ /3/62 JVC 



UmiCT STAOSS 
DEPARÎ 'ENT OF THE IKTERIOR 

MTIOIIAL PARK SERVICE 
Wa6hingi;on 25, D. C. 

The Rational Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings 

fimsrson Home, Lexington Road, Joncord, Massachusetts 

This square frame building, flanked by pine trees was the home of 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, the famous wlrter, lecturer, and philosopher. 
It is owned and administered by the Ralph Waldo Emerson Memorial 
Association and from April to December is open to the public. 

Emerson boutjht the house, then newly built, in I835. In I872, he 
and his family escaped by night when the house was partially destroyed 
by fire. I t was restored, largely by private subscriptions from his 
friends while he was in Europe. It was his hone from the time of his 
second marriage in 1835 until his death in 1882. 

Following gradimtion from Harvard in I82I and the Divinity School 
in IQ26, he became minister of the Second Church in Boston from 
1829-1832. Although he decided tc leave this calling, i t may be 
said that through his essays and his lectures, he was always a 
preacher. He developed a practical philosophy of humiin conduct in 
which the hiuaan individual was sacred and in vhich self-reliance was 
looked upon as evidence of perception of the Divine vLll. He 
expressed his philosophy in powerful and beautiful En<;lish and was 
by many considered the most inspirational American vr itei' of his 
day. Now, best known for his essays which express hia personal 
transcendentalist philosophy, he was, perhaps, more fiunous during 
his lifetime as a lecturer. 

The house has a Victorian interior with a l l ftimishin^j, portraits 
and hangings as in Emerson's day with the exception o' the Study which 
has replicas of the original, the whole contents of the Study havir^ 
been transferred across the street to the Ooncord Antj.q[uarian Society 
which had built a room of the same orientation and proportions to 
contain the Emerson Study, library, pictures and fumj.ture. 

HSHSB 2/11/63 JWC 



RALPH WALDO !mSON ROME, MASS. 
Ph ogre;pb.er, J. w. Coleman, 6/19/61 
Ne :tive 1n Washington Office 



Form No. 10-3~1 a ~ e,.o.n..... 
(Rev 10- 74) .. v- -

UN !TED ST A TES DEPARTMENT OF THE I NTER{O 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY PHOTOGRAPH FORM 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES ENCLOSE WITH PHOTOGRAPH 

■NAME 
HISTORIC 

Ralph Waldo Emerson House 
AND/ OR COMMON 

Ralph Waldo Emerson House 

IJLOCATION 
CITY. TOWN 

Concord 
_VICINITY OF COUNTY 

Middlesex 
STATE 

Massachusetts 
............. --------------------~~-----------------11 PHOTO REFERENCE 

PHOTOCREDIT Histor i c Sites Survey DATE OF PHOTO 
1961 

NEGATIVE FILED AT Histor i c Sites Survey, NPS, 1100 L Street NW, Washingt 0n, D.C. 20240 

a IDENTIFICATION 
DESCRIBE VIEW. DIRECTION. ETC. IF DISTRICT. GIVE BUILDING NAME & STREET 

Front facade viewed from northeast 
PHOTO NO. 1 
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EMERSON HOME, CAMBRIDGE TURHPIKE, CONCORD MASSACHUSETTS 

This square frame building, flanked by pine trees aas the home 

of Ralph Waldo Baerson, the famous writer, lecturer and philosopher. I t 

is owned and administered by the Ralph Waldo Qnerson Memorial Association 

and from April to Deceiriber i s open to the public. 

Qnerson bought the house, then newly b u i l t , i n I835. In I872 he 

and his family escaped by night when the house was p a r t i a l l y destroyed by 

f i r e . I t was restored, largely by private subscriptions from his friends 

while he was i n Europe. I t was his home from the time of his second 

marriage i n I835 i m t i l his death i n 1882. 

Following graduation from Harvard i n I82I and the Divinity School 

i n 1826, he became minister of the Second Church i n Boston from I829-I832. 

Although he decided to leave this calling, i t may be said that through his 

essays and his lectures, he was always a preacher. He developed a practical 

philosophy of human conduct i n which the human Individual was sacred and i n 

which self-reliance was looked upon as evidence of perception of the Divine 

w i l l . He expressed his philosphy i n powerful and beautiful English and 

was by many considered the most inspirational American writer of his day. 

Now, best known for his essays which eiqpress his personal transcendentalist 

philosophy, he was perhaps, more famous during his lifetime as a lecturer. 

The house has a Victorian interior with a l l furnishings, portraits 

and hangings as i n Qnerson's day with the exception of the Study which 

has replicas of the original, the whole contents of the Study having been 

transferred across the street to the Concord Antiquarian Society which had 

bxiilt a room of the same orientation and proportions to contain the 

Qaerson Study, library, pictures and furniture. 



r UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

€:'.;;\*«<'v:"v WASHINGTON --'y.;- -y-yi'-: 

lithoti^ he «ae bors ia Bostoan ftud pa»8^ s»st of his Hrst t l i lrij 

years there, BaL|^ Itlde leerson spent the greater part of his life in Goo-

Qordĵ  fatted as ik» site of the op^ini; î sanea of the issm±&m Bevolution* 
•*sre 

Here his aritiag vas dm»$ and hare^his closest tritmds. So attadoied ws be 

to this quiet Hew Saglaad to«i tbat he used to deserilw i t as a aorld in i t -

Self* This laudatory opijetion has baan adaoed ^ mm̂  literary critics» and 

eom» ot thffis have even gm» m far as to call i t tlia inteHectaoaX eapital of 

the titeited States in the md lS50*s* Although so seething a ieelar** 

tion, like all. siKilarly hmM generalisations, is open to s«rious questioay  

ntme can doubt the brilliaBce of the pdaxy of vriters oimnected vith tlae  

CSoaeord of tUbs period* Sacsb outstanding am ot Aaerlean thou^t as the natare*  

loving H«a±gr BlKvid|r Ihoremi, the poet Illary Qmaniag, the abolitionist Fras^  

B* 3snboin» the statsMwa George l^lfbie Boar md his larother, t« IfttekKtod Soar,  

the ecoentrie ]B̂ mison Aleott ttod his faaotis daugî itery Sfouisa is^y lived heref  

lathaaiel H&vthome vmd@ Oonoord his hoMe froa 184̂  to XS45 md a|^in from XB6Q  

to lB6iii Margaret isllery Iteorge VlUisa Curtis, Sheoiore Parker, Imdell fbXX-- 

Hps and Qbarles Gainer frequ««itl|r visited hare* Wit̂  t«« possible exoi^tion  

of HaiftJjorao, hoiMver, ao e«ch fulsoae praise has hem givao to any of l^ese  

figures as has heaped i ^ a ESaereon. ?emon L« Farrinftcm calls bin •the  

aost sear< îing eritio* of the l i fe of his day, and the %fî tdge ffilstory ô  



lm^%em .l4'fe<B'*taHBĵ  ^^s even furtixar and ter«s his *the outstanding fignre 
1 i 

of insriMa letters** * Ate iiŝ aiet of his shining^ enet^alng pers«malty*^ 
2 

writes Carl fan Borm, »is still atrong*. ^saTned is. hXs native i-a-id for h3s 

tolftimiee-, ratl^n&llpa, txpoad sympatSiles, love of libesr^, ti;iKW±.s3t prose a»i 

beaattif&l poetry, Saerso-• has probably excited aora ^almticn abroed then aagr 

other Jlseriean authi^. Well aay Conoord }m proud of the nan ^o nade its MBMI 

ajjEBOSt g^<mjmms -sith his telng, his llfetii^.* 'y'^'^P^ 

tt «es in lt34 'Smsr&m. moved to the torn t^t he was to sake again 

famous. Be dvelt f irst vith M.s aother in the Old Kamse, in i%ieh his grand* 

father had lived «2id in i^c& Ms fathsar had be^ borsi, ha.t iH&B folloving year, 

in sintleiptttiGa of his ffiarriege to Lydia Jaekson, boagjbt for iS, ^K) tha } 

• plain wooden house of tiro stories aith #iich T, Coolidge^ a veil* ' I 

to~do sert^iant of Boston^ had Imilt for his sm (Carles several ye&rs |Hrevious» 
3 i 

ly. Bielx^ed in this purchase were tao sicres and six rods of land* Hhm houM* 
« k i ^ TOS to be SKersoa«8 hoam ftxm tbis tisM» «sitil his deal^ in 1 ^ , stood 

the 0«m~ 

about eig^l^ feet frcKŜ bridge fumpijce* up iiMch tl̂ e British had aarc^^ on ih» 

meaorsble April 19*1775* Wim ISie house wag purchased, i t vas h i ^ y regarded | 
lo€»lly-, for is Ilie^Pin's words i t h&A "the jmly food cellar that had been 

bnilt in Cm&ordm* At this tine, too, tl̂ e strueture «as of m l» ̂ pe, bat i 

the next year Haerson cĉ apleted the square % adding & parlor behind his study, | 
5 , - • : 

eith a ehaaber above* thus the ImUding acquired the (Kfoare, ooaaeiy iî ppearanee. 

p. 3»of WUiiat! P* fraat, editor, fk9 Cwbridge iisterr of teerlcaBi Uterafaere , 
vol. n, p« %% 

2« mt?tt$»^^ of Aaerlgaa lia^i^.y* vol* fX, p* UI* 
3* iiaard faldo fibers^ and ialdo laerscm ferbes, leronaals_ef Balob 

M^f illt?tffB» wl* nt, pp* 540-542} ^rge |||r<J«rtis and otiiers, Mm^M^Mr 

5* iteerson, ŷonynals. vol. I l l , p« 54X* . . 
*' ••• • • . ' ';r ' i * ! . ' . • 



typical of *» « ^ y houses Us oM lew logland vUli^es* I n order to preserve his 

eaily free outlook, Eaerjson forced s l t h in & f e r years tc- bey seven acres of 

Ifeofi ^-mMt to the ctet cf his sxlgix^al ptirchaee.. :•••.[.': •.,.:. ' ^.^.i^. 

Ihes fcerson T.-ont to l i v e .In Tile aeir hose, a raw of eaestoit trews planted 

bv Ciisrles Cooli^te s t w l In the v« ' d . Bfcofc of the ho«na the land sloped f?«at* 

l y to # i3i©fi.d(jir thr<!̂ 5,iri:; ifclck a biDOk flo'wed te Ckmcorfi aiver. I n the oewrse 

of tliKA Ijz^e tpptierance cf •clie land w&o scEe^hat nodified by plentiag ev<Kr>» 

greens i n the ja rd , nearly one hundred simple find pear trees Ls the erefcartl f-nd 

flowers ©f all mrtt in the e&rdm., Itas. Sserson and llior«e«, it is said, tmd»d 
7 

tha g«u«l€Bi, 'isddle Eawearcon c&red f o r tfce archasiJ* About 18/>7 Brmson Alcot t 

tKillt. <»t t^ui I f i f t of the br?tu:© oa thfc fsa-ther cdĵ c of mxT&f oj*E resj^ c f 

greensKird* a rust ic borer ccnctx-uctcti of crocked roots aB.d bon^is*. I t fsae pl&n--

aed to be a rura l s t iu^ fe r Eoersoa, bat not toeing ^technically based and poi i i t^F^ 

i t v&s â &v«r wsrvicaable md soo© x-otted away, , . . .'„̂ :.„. 

Arthur Ollsum, a r i t i ng i n 1379, described the E&ex-son iaise as fol lovs) 
• I t i s a plain., sqiiare, eoodea bowse, standing i n a grove «f pine trees 

»«̂ .f cb coac*!''̂ d 'W-'-rj f ron t m ^ et^.^ fr~.n tfee rT.*? of Tat^sers. ttXL efcestasut trees 
omssjsjBt tha oid-faniiioaod' ^ard tJtroti^h i ^ c h a roecl leads to the plain y«ilo"» 
born, ' t l f^.f^ r^fg'T. # rarADr, f i l l T . hf-lf cn 'Trr' at tl-.s la-e*::, ani?. *̂ «.:S fo r jecr^ 
be«n faEsms for i t s roses t^iich ar« ths ecpccial p r i ^ ^ i d care of the sistreas 
of t>>»» iv>seo an-l >t-re f f ee ly f'.T^T! to e l t fhe «t;^- ti^.m,; this s^srdm also ban « ,,,, 
rare eollaoticn of hoUyhcoks, the flo«!«sr& that l^ords^ortli loved., and eoetof the 
old tiste R?!Tm»l« .•arsd 0hr?»l>!!», frop. the rosd e ga.t«, wfeldb. is &lsm.jn ^t-pm, Ijaads 
©•mr- sfarble fiag-ctoaee to the Iroad, lew step before the jso.spitabIe dteor*" 

« » ^ * ' A « e » e ^ ^ f 8ajL# fteMo ^ U 2 ^ * 
7. tnee&re S, I fe l fe , jult^rfry_ j ^^e . s . . p . 4fe. 

20. Artr.ur Gilaan and others, foots* lione^. y . 140, 



feiersen'e hos«?fltooid at f i r s t included his noi^jer and'his brotber Qaarles* 

Th# <l€tath of tSiarles in 1836* on the eve of hia a&rri&ge to Elisabeth Hoar, did 

not, hovaver, permaiiimtly rmj^ce the s»b3e of the houi^ehold, for »i '^in a fee 

yesoTfi tao sons auid tfco dsiuglitei'S feere l^rn to t>a li»4,rsoB;S, from tiisee to ,j||)iae» 

also, Ih^orear asde ioag so$osms tn ^e feKsuse, md indeed lived thare as kmSie** 

Ju?sp*r rrc." 1241 to l t i 3 ia ig4.7 aiiila f^aeilj -sas dssfiat in ISBK 

x^pe* f&e iw^niii^s once pro'£.«iitied la ircmsoii Alcott th&t he and his f«nlly 

live «1^ t^i«a, bat Mrs* Aleoti reject-ed ihi& suggest.1.(m, although her hnsband 

iraig enthusiastic sbotit it, v:.:-'•' •••'':}.,. 

lerfar'st F**lX.fr pa»ed Months .here as a gui&st, aad here, toe, Fredsi*ii» 

BreRsr y«ald a .long v i s i t , l^iorean, Illei7- C2iaBU'lag, Frsrk Sasborn, the ALcotts, 

s.nd l^e Hoars sere fx^eqeait viisitors to tha Eaerssou hoasa-, Others sho occasionsli* 

l y vi»ite<l. here were Hawthorne, George l l i l iaBi Gsrtis, Charles ^sKier, MonoaKre 

Gonmjt liieotWre Parker, leiid^sll Fhiilipto, iom Baroen, Sovalis, Uhittisr, |«oag* 

felloe, H^^eH, anci "Salt IM'latiu. In. l3eerso£i*s psxlor %are held the sore foj>* 

nal se&nees- of the Ocneord falsxy." A general invitation aas also of t« i *«xten^bKl 

ta foxmg md old to aeseM b̂le on Sunday eveiiiug& in the pleasfEut parlor for ao&» 
12 

verge,tion,* These talk# vere oftea led by Sr* Alcott or, i f the discussion 

»R» religlo|is, by lev«r«d Sr. CShaaainf or by Seversnd I r* Siŝ molds, the pastor 

of the 'fcitarisn Ghiirch* •> • - , . 

XHiwrson*s lil:»rary, in vhieh aost of his reading and vr i t i s^ wis dmm^ 

saa iaeaadiateiy to the r i 0 t t oa entering 'Uie house. I t & plain rectaagalar 

rooa, filfltply fv-vnlMh^t, The books Acrmgi^l -apaa n-̂ Qdm shelves «bidlx list i l i 

^ » lltHonayy Ql lpe r ie^ Mogp^|^y, vol* f l , p. 137. 
12. m a « n . Poets* Seates. p* 148} l o l f e , Î t̂ ENsrv abriaesk pp. 47«-s^ 

m 
• "• " -v. . : . 



one side of thfc rooisj a large iieiiogany table etood i n tti© roiddle of th.e iroon, 

C4ivi9iT-<sflt with h.ls smmmcrltit&j cloee b j -rae hig rocking-chair IE. whioh fee always 

frr,.t i^eii vtj-'ll.isig or rei.diag. A ikirge flrepisLec t f l t i i high brase aasdiroRS ocea^ 

pled t t s lover cad r.r t t e roc». Cii -U:* is&Atlc -.Yere Vj.»t$ and st^tucttec of 

prc«|.neat ist the l i . f« of the period. On the vai ls ware several 8aagr8.vln^ and 

& eory of ricIxsls^Lgels^f •Jat-es*. Wifhc>tit either desk or dctfc elislr, the librai* 
X3 

r y hud mvHa -Uie â j.̂ î usiranoe of a-r crdlsjai-;;- si t t tnc-roca. 

T»iO doors, one sach side of the tlr®plac«.> 4r. t*3e l i b r ^ x j , led into 

i-5£.x--lor wb,i,cb f i l l e d the fiotttb.em mxd of tha hoiise* this rooa a&s liung ^ t h 

«̂ rlKSOj5 oarttlRE sail "es-rpetisd «ltJi t':.& aa.T<e w-arr. fr3lig|*. Opposite: the spacious 

flrapLaca stood a large mirror, ft pictx'srs of Irs.. Forbee, os.̂  of fe.ersO'n*R 

dsT^ghtsrfc', hvz-g b s n , ac did ori® cf Car l j l e , ^ i t > r-i Inscriptiem of frl<5nd??hip 
14 

aa ti'.e asciu ,&r; o i l psintiti |r, tbe Tfork of Jfes. ^iwt^iome, htsg In one eom«r , 

The htvll di-rid&i t i t i csajatex- .o..f t̂ .'.'j hmies., i r i th tiiK> Biinare ro?«s on either 

side* Over a ieavj' x&3iogsjiy ts.ble siis 2. plclsare of Gsnyncde, Oa th© stainray, 

la te i n lSu»rscjn»s I f . f s . stood a b^j.st of hl̂ a e)cee3.itsd by tbe fasous aenlptor, 

r-iiai^l Gt.ect€j.* FrKncli. On the second f l o c r sbove the pajrlor -rae Srs. ^.emton's 
15 

bedroOT., uith its old four-tostsr bed and otiisr pleeea ef antique mshog&ny* 

ISaersoa isas ti,i,r©£.ti5»ied with the perEsaect loss o.? l i s S*5Bse in July 1872, 

»he?i f i r e broke ei-.t In tha gfirrst and, sprecding with gx-eet rapidi ty , Qtdckiy 
16 

coneuaed ^ e rocf snd auch of the second f l o o r . fhe loirer part of the house 

VS.& ilz:0 gi-'catly :!x.3tMred ly SEOJEB acd trater., ThirouKt ti»e af»sietjmce of nelphborSp 

hovevFiXf iilBo&t £.11 of £.,iQrtann»? l>::?ô s rrv"̂  p -̂porp wisrs ss.ved, as well as JEOst of ' 13, CiirtlB, BoSt̂ a. p. 246f Allen French, pld Soncord. p, 107. 
I4« Csaroline t i c k t o r , C^|,^,fip, ( ^ f p y ^ . p , t | Sllnan, j^oete* Ba^^ i p* X44* 
15* Tidfenor, ^mcord. p. 9. 
16, Cabot, ^^sma£^ pp. 65>454» 



•fee faralture rb'^s^tairs. • 

ffcdar thea? trytn;; .3lrc;m?tan.'Sfi* l^.?mm*» friMi&a imd adteir«'i •̂ ane 

to his r-s^l.-tance aav* t!onftt<5«J about f l ' * , 000 to be '̂ scd ts. rebaildiag th* house 
1? 

l a bl{7-resto5?ed hone 2he-..-son .lived ffi^til his death t-: 13S2, and hers 

M f '•H.fp f?»3it ^ r%r M'..̂  u r W i'm-ty '/^ If??'.'. Wl:̂  ĉ̂ ^̂  Ic.:«crr;, livr^d 

h*re fo r « t:x.e, r-sr. his t:nEr^rried dr.'js^ter, Ellc-d, r-ica-lriod in tha old hotuw 
.... . ... . . 

pte?d r-ntil f^e died in l'?09. 

InfcTPmf.ticr ns. tc the. eondftion of the honse to*4fty «as not available ^ 

br.t .tndjHtnfr f w « Caroline Tfclmcr's soccunt of i*': In I:J: '6, r,o3t or ths aid furw 

niffhlngn h*<ve be*»n precervsd rnd l i t t l e , i - '* aj:y, cfeaages hi;f«j bean acds i u the 

IntiF-^tsl-^ eon'ieeteia d"arlr?.e: ZHSLTIJ l t s |ar ; t l re 'rdstoj-;,- u l th tha Scsr.-.cn 

f a j s l l j , ôu5.5 U va« cf t':is -.̂ ^^t cDt.;>la la a tomi i.ot&blc hoxxsBsl l o t 

diFting^jlsH-!!!? froai mtay ot>!.3x d«clii.;i&u ..In CoriCDi>a, Ladesi^. 

p le i« end -saprs»trit5.oue, thi? ?trr.'ct-re Is fragrar.t '»ith ?c vmy Mstor ic ana 

l^.tersry vt^yjrlt^'S t h - t tl-s ?̂ Ti?r'n.K-:>r:t "he JtiEtified i - i cc:.:3idcrir:^ i t s sc-

fnia^ti-»n by dc:'jsti3r'. or pcre^ase, , •;;. , .. 

\? , .Jnor .̂, ?ha 5>aa^ gaig>V> .of Our KLder Toats, p . 53 
IS . Self©, Ltiterm-y Shrines, p . 51. 

Bequesta^t 12/9/35 

Junior HiRtoriatJ 
B^^ch of Hijstorlo Sites ana Buiidiags. 
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THE EMERSON HOUSE 

IN CONCORD 



RALPH WALDO EMERSON 

1803 • 1882 
From daguerreotype taken in 1854 

Emerson House 
Concord, l\lassachusctts 



The Emerson House In Concord 

RALPH WALDO EMERSON bought this house in 1835 and 
moved into it with his newly-married wife, Lydia Jackson of 

Plymouth, and with his mother. It had been built a few years earlier 
by a member of the Coolidge family of Boston. 

Emerson was not a newcomer to Concord. His grandfather, the 
Reverend William Emerson, had built the Old Manse in which he lived 
with his wife. He lost his life while serving as chaplain in the Ameri- //" 
can army in 17 76. Later his widow married the Reverend Ezra Ripley 
who had taken William Emerson's place as pastor of the church in 
Concord. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson himself was born in Boston on May 25, 
1803. His father, William Emerson II, was pastor of the First Church ..,../ 
in Boston. The Emerson boys used to go to Concord to visit their 
grandmother and step-grandfather in the Old Manse. 

In 1829 Ralph Waldo Emerson married Miss Ellen Tucker of Con
cord, New Hampshire, but she died of consumption in 1831 leaving " 
her husband a saddened widower. 

In 1832 he resigned as pastor of the Second Church in Boston and 
went abroad for his health in 1833. 

When he moved into this house, it was an L-shaped building. The 
present parlor did not exist. Charles Emerson, the poet's younger 
brother, became engaged to Miss Elizabeth Hoar, a remarkable and v 
charming woman, and Emerson invited his brother with his bride-to-be 
to live with him. So he built the parlor to complete the typical square 
of an old-fashioned house. The bedroom over the parlor had a sloping 
pent house roof. It was called the "Straw Carpet Chamber" and was 
meant for Charles and his wife, and the parlor below was meant for 
them, we understand. 

Unfortunately, Charles died of consumption in 1836 before his mar
riage, just as his other brilliant brother, Edward, had died of consump
tion in Porto Rico in 1834. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson and his mother had lived for a while in 
Newton, in Boston, and later in the Old Manse until his second mar
riage. Then, in this newly-purchased house, he became a permanent 
householder in Concord. 



Here four children were born. The first one, Waldo, Jr., lived from 
1836 to 1842 when he added one more tragic death to those from 
which the poet had suffered. 

Here in this house Ellen T. Emerson was born in 1839, Edith Emer
son in 1841, and Edward W. Emerson in 1844. 

The children grew up in this, their home. Miss Ellen T. Emerson 
took charge of the house in 1892 after her mother's death, and in fact 
for several years before that, for her mother was very feeble in her 
later years. 

In October, 1865, Edith Emerson married Colonel William H. 
Forbes, recently back from the Civil War. The ceremony took place 
in the parlor. The young couple went to Milton to live. 

In 1874 Edward Waldo Emerson married Miss Annie Shepherd 
Keyes of Concord, daughter of Judge Keyes and sister of Judge Pres
cott Keyes. 

Dr. Emerson practiced medicine in Concord from the time of his 
marriage until his father's death in 1882 when he devoted a large part 
of his time to editing Emerson's writings, and to writing himself. He 
also practiced the art of painting, and was for many years the teacher 
of anatomy at the school of the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. He 
also performed various civic duties in Concord. 

Emerson's mother died in 1853. In 1857 he made some alterations 
in the house. Over the parlor the "Straw Carpet Chamber" was re
placed by a spacious room. Mr. and Mrs. Emerson who had lived for 
twenty-two years in the northeast corner room moved to the new 
southwest room. Miss Ellen took her grandmother's old room over the 
study (northwest corner) and the northeast room was given to Miss 
Edith. 

The old nursery over the dining room was doubtless used at first by 
Edward, the young son, who later moved to a smaller room, "The Blue 
Room," over the kitchen. 

The guest chamber on the ground floor, called by Emerson "The 
Pilgrim's Chamber," was on the northeast corner. In that room the 
Emerson children were born so that the convalescing mother would not 
have to climb stairs. 

The third floor of the house was attic space. In 1857 one of the 
changes was to make a room on the southwest side of it which was 
named "the den" - Emerson had thought it might be a good place of 
retreat for work. But it could only be reached by a round-about jour-



ney; and it was cold in the winter and hot in the summer. So he used 
it little. Later his grandchildren and other youthful guests slept ther.e. 

Many well-known men visited Emerson in his house and many more 
called on him or came for a meal. 

Henry Thoreau stayed in the house for several months during two ~ 
winters when Emerson was away. The children thought of him almost 
as an older brother. Hawthorne, William Ellery Channing, Alcott, and V 
Judge Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar were familiar faces in the house, 
and also his brother-in-law, Charles T. Jackson, discoverer of the 
anesthetic properties of ether, who lived in Boston.* 

Occasionally, in the evenings, groups would gather in the parlor. One 
occasion has been recorded when his aunt, Mary Moody Emerson, a 
brilliant but erratic "sybil," vivaciously attacked some of the sayings 
of Henry James, Sr., the father of the novelist and the philosopher. 

Emerson himself was apt to go on long walks in the woods near 
Walden Pond or elsewhere and would come back and write the results 
of his meditations or observations in his study. 

To quote from Edward W. Emerson's book, "Emerson in Concord": 
"Mr. Alcott in 1847 fashioned from gnarled limbs of pine, oak with 

knotty excrescences, and straight trunks of cedar, a fantastic but 
pleasing structure some hundred steps from the house for a retired 
study for his friend. 

"In this work he was helped by Mr. Thoreau whose practical mind 
was chafed at seeing a building with no plan feeling its way up as it 
were, dictated at each step by the suggestion of the crooked bough 
that was used and necessarily often altered. He said, 'I feel as if I 
were nowhere doing nothing.' When it was done some one said: 'It 
looks like a church.' The idea was not to be tolerated by the tran
scendental architect so the porch had to come down for its look of 
untimely sanctimony. Thoreau drove the nails, and drove them well; 
but as Mr. Alcott made the eaves curve upward for beauty and lined 
the roof with velvet moss and sphagnum nature soon reclaimed it. In
deed Madame Emerson naively called it 'The Ruin' when it was fresh 
from the hand of the builder. In spite of its real beauty which drew 
many people to see it" it was untenable and Emerson could not use it 
as a study. Fortunately, a drawing of it was made by Miss Sarah F. 
Clark which now hangs in "The Pilgrim's Chamber.'' The following 
inscription may be seen under this drawing: "Every stick of this struc-

* See Edward W. Emerson in The Atlantic Monthly, November, 1896. 



ture is said to be of unaltered shape as taken from the woods by its 
builders, A. Bronson Alcott and Henry Thoreau. Drawn from nature 
by Sarah F. Clark, Concord, A.D. 1857." Miss Clark was a sister of 
the Reverend James Freeman Clark of Boston. 

On the night of July 24, 1872, a hired domestic servant wh.o had 
arrived at the house the night before was allowed by Mr. and Mrs. 
Emerson to sleep in "the den." This woman apparently was interested 
in investigating the contents of some of the trunks in the attic at about 
two in the morning. Either she placed the lamp directly under the 
rafters of the roof, or it was knocked over. In any case she set the 

V house on fire. Mr. and Mrs. Emerson awoke to find the house in 
flames. None of their children were at home. The neighbors be
fore long were aroused and saved most of the contents of the house. 
The books were carried out of the study in baskets and blankets by 
daring boys who penetrated the room filled with suffocating smoke and 
removed these valuable books and manuscripts. 

The attic was destroyed and there was much damage from smoke 
and water but the main structure was not badly injured. A large 

V number of the family letters were stored in the closet of Miss Ellen's 
room. Some of these were destroyed, others may be seen with their 
charred edges. 

The Emersons moved to the Old Manse to stay with their relatives. 
A few days later Emerson's Harvard classmate and lifelong friend, 

Mr. Francis Cabot Lowell, called on him and presented to him a 
cheque of several thousand dollars, a gift from a group of his friends. 
Mr. Emerson was embarrassed at receiving this gift but was much 
touched by this act of his friends. 

A plan was arranged and carried through that Mrs. Emerson should 
go to Milton to stay with her daughter, Edith, and that Emerson ac
companied by his daughter, Ellen, should go to England where his son 
was studying medicine, and where he saw his old friend, Carlyle, and 
other friends . He also met Browning, Ruskin, and others. 

From there they went to Paris, Italy, and Egypt and returned in the 
summer of 1873 to find the house made over and greatly improved. 
A number of changes had been made which remedied the faults of the 
house as it had been. 

Here they lived till Emerson's death in 1882, Mrs. Emerson's in 
1892 , and Miss Ellen's in 1909. Miss Ellen had two notable Concord 
school teachers, Miss Helen Legate and Miss Grace Heard, as boarders. 



These ladies carried on the tradition of simple housekeeping. Miss 
Legate died in 1947 and Miss Heard in 1949. 

Mrs. William Forbes died in 1929 and her brother, Dr. Edward 
Emerson, in 1930. After their death the Ralph Waldo Emerson Me
morial Association was formed. Certain members of the Association 
felt so strongly that the valuable books in Emerson's study ought not 
to remain in a wooden house that, in accordance with their wishes, the 
study with its furniture and books was moved to the Concord Anti
quarian Society which occupies the land used by Emerson as a horse V 
pasture. The manuscripts and a few of the most valuable books have 
been removed to the Houghton Library of Harvard University. Other-
wise the house, except for a few minor changes, is very much as it was 
in 1882. 

The garden is, in general, much as it used to be. Emerson was much 
interested in planting trees. His journals and letters record the plant- .....
ing of great numbers of fruit trees, pine trees, and others over a period 
of years. 

The policy is now being followed of trying to keep the trees as 
nearly as possible as they were in 1882 by planting young trees in the 
place of old ones as they die. 

The barn still stands. In the old days, there used to be two horses .,. 
and two or three cows. 

The meadow reaching to the road that leads to Walden Pond re
mains much as it was, and through it quietly flows the Mill Brook ✓ 
which runs into the Concord River. 



7t'HE EMERSON HOUSE is 

\J,,, the first on the right after passing 

the House of the Concord Antiquarian 

Society, in the pilgrimage down the 

Lexington Road. It is a large white 

house of severe but substantial archi1ec• 

ture, setting well in from the road;'\its 

approach marked by a group of sightly 

pines. 
As the home of Ralph Waldo Emer

son, its open door was always a wel• 

come harbor for the many friends and 

admirers of the Concord Sage. Here 

Thoreau was an almoM daily visitor and 

at times, a laborer in the fields and gar

dens. Here Margaret Fuller and other 

bright figures of The Dial often met 

for the .discussion of the then pertinent 

questions. The Alcotts were constant 

visitors and in this house were held the 

earliest "Conversations" that devel• 

oped into the renowned School of Phil • 

osophy. John Brown of Anti-slavery 

fame was welcomed here, finding in 

Concord many allies in his tremendous 

struggle for the emancipation of the 

slaves. 

EMERSON HOUSE 



1RALPH WALDO EMERSON was born in Boston, 

May 25th, 1803, where much of his early life 

was passed. He did not take up a residence in Concord 

until I 8 3 4, but was not unknown to the town previous 
to that time because of the fact that a number of his 

ancestors had lived here. Indeed, it was his grandfather 
the Rev. William Emerson, who was so closely identified 

with Concord's part in the Revolutionary War, having 

been the town's minister at that time. 

It is probable that Ralph Waldo Emerson is the best 
known of anyone who has ever lived here, as is so well 

shown by the thousands of his admirers who come to look 

upon his home and his haunts. 

His first home was that of his grandfather, the Old 

Manse on Monument street, in which he lived about a 

year, moving in I 8 36 to the now well know "Emerson 

House,'' at the junction of the Cambridge Turnpike and 

Lexington Road. Here he lived for nearly fifty years, 

al ways the friend of, and loved by, his townsmen. In 

I 840 the "Transcendentalists," with Emerson as their 

leader, came into life as a quite important factor in the so
called higher life of that day, and because of this there 

was ever gathered about him many of the country's great

est thinkers. He died at his home here in 1882, and 

was buried in Sleepy Hollow Cemetery where so many of 

those near and dear to him lie in peace. His grave is 

marked by a beautiful bowlder of quartz, simply mounted 
with a plate of bronze. 

MINUTE MAN PRESS ON THE MILLDAM 

HALPH WALDO EMERSON. 


